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ANTIQUITIES 


OF THE 

JEWS. 

DOOKXVII. 

CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OE FOURTEEN YEARS. 

[from the death of ALEXANDER AND AIUSTORULUS, TO 
THE BANISHMENT OF ARCHELAUS.] 


CHAP. I. 

Hm Aritipater was hated by all the nation [of the Jews'] for 
the slaughtei' of his brethren ; and how^ for that reason^ he 
got into peculiar favour with his friends at llonu\ by giving 
them many presents ; as he did also with Satw'niniis^ the pre- 
sidcjit of Syria, and the governors who were under him ; and 
concerning Herod's wives and children. 

1. When Antipater had thus . taken oft‘ his brethren, 
and had brought his father into the highest degree of impiety, 
till he was haunted with furies for what he had done, his liopes 
did not succeed to his mind, as to the rest of his life ; lor although 
he was delivered from the iear of his brethren being his rivals 
as to the government, yet did he find it a very hard thing, and 
almost impracticable, to come at the kingdom, because the hatred 
ot the nation against him on that account was become very great; 
and, besides this very disagreeable circumstance, the affair of 
tile soldiery grieved him still more, who were alienated from 
him, from which yet these kings derived all the safety wdiich 
they had, whenever they ibund the nation desirous of innovation: 
and all this danger was drawn upon Inm by liis destruction of 
his brethren. However, lie governed the nation jointly w ith 
his father, being indeed no other than a king already ; and; he 
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was for that very reason trusted, and the more firmly depend^ 
on, lor theafiair which he oughthimsell’to liave been put to dcat^ 
as appearing to liave betrayed his brethren out of his conceit 
for the preservation of Herod, and not rather out of his ill 
will to them, and before tliem, to his father liimself ; and thi 
was the accursed state he was in. Now, all Antipater’s contri 
vances tended to make his way to take off’ Herod, that hi 
might have nobody to accuse him in the vile practices he wai 
devising ; and that Herod might have no refuge, nor any t< 
aff’ord him their assistance, since they must thereby have Am 
tipatcr for their open enemy ; insomuch that the very plots h^ 
had laid against his brethren, were occasioned by the hatred 
he bore his father. But at this lime he was more than ever 
set upon the execution of his attempts against Herod, because, 
if he were once dead, the government would now be firmly se« 
cured to him ; but, if he were suffered to live any longer, he 
should be in danger upon a discovery of that wickedness of 
which he had been the contriver, and his fiither would of ne- 
cessity then become his enemy, and on that account it was 
that he became very bountiful to his father’s friends, and be- 
stowed great sums on several of them, in order to surprise 
men with his good deeds, and take oft' their hatred against 
him. And he sent great presents to his friends at Rome par- 
ticularly, to gain their good-will; and above all to Saturniniis, 
the president of Syria. He also hoped to gain the favour of 
Saturninus' brother with the large presents he bestowed on 
him; as also he used the same art to (Salome) the king’s sis- 
ter, who had married one of Herod’s chief friends. And, 
when he counterl’eiled friendship to those with whom he con- 
versed, he was veiy subtle in gaining their belief, and very 
cunning to hide his hatred against any that he really did halo. 
But he could not impose uj)on his aunt, who understood him 
of a long time, and was a woman not easily to be deluded^ 
especially wdiile she had already used all possible caution in 
preventing his pernicious designs. Although AniipateiN 
uncle by the mother’s side was married to her daughter, and 
this by his own connivance and management, while she had 
before been married to Aristobulus, and while Salome’s otlicr| 
daughter by that husband was married to the son of Callciis.; 
yet that marriage was no obstacle to her, who knew ho j 
wicked he was, in her discovering his designs, as her fornieij 
kindred to him could not prevent her hatred of him. 

Herod had compedled Salo ne, while she was in love with Syl*) 
leus the Arabian, and had taken a fondness for him, to marry 
Alexas ; which match was by her submitted to at the instanc'd 
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I ' Julia, who persuaded Salome not to refuse it, lest she should 
rself be their open enemy, since Herod had sworn that he 
oiild never be friends with Salome, if she would not accept 
[* Alexas for her husband ; so she submitted to Julia as being 
'lesar’s wife, and, besides that, she advised her to nothing but 
fhat was very much for her own advantage. At this time, also, 

' was that Herotl sent back king Archelaus^ daughter, who 
uul been Alexander’s wih*, to her father, returning the portion 
le had with her out of his own estate, that there might be no 
lispute between them about it. 

Now Herod brought up his sons children with great care ; 
or Alexander had tw'o sons by Glaphyra; and Aristobulus 
lad three sons by liernice, Salome’s daughter, and two daugh- 
:ers ; and, as his friends were one with him, he presented the 
children before them, and deploring the hard fortune of his 
own sons, he prayed that no such ill Ibrtiine would befall these 
who were their children, but that they might improve in vir- 
tue, and obtain what they justly deserved, and might make 
him amends for his care of their education. He also caused 
tfieni to be betrothed against they should come to the proper 
*4ge of marriage : the elder of Alexander’s sons to Pheroras’ 
daughter, and Antipater’s daughter to Aristobulus’ eldest 
son. He also allotted one of Aristobulus’ daughters to An- 
’tipater’s son, and Aristobulus’ other daughter to Herod, a. 
son of his own, who was born to him by the high priest’s 
daughter ; for it is the ancient practice among us to have 
many wives at the same time. Now% the king made these 
espousals tor the children, out of commiseration of them now 
they were fatherless, as endeavouring to render Antipater kind 
to them by these intermarriages. But Anti|)ater did not fail 
to bear the same temper of mind to his brothers children, 
which he had borne to his brothers themselves ; and his fa- 
ther’s concern about them provoked his indignation against 
them, upon this supposal, that they would become greater than 
ever his brothers had been ; while Archelaus, a king, would sup- 
port his daughter’s sons, and Pheroras, a tetrarch, >vould accept 
of one of the daugliters as a wife to his son. What })rovoked 
lli^im also was this, that all the multitude would so commiserate 
l&ese fathjerless children, and so hate him, [for making them 
ifatherless,] that all would come out, since they were no stran- 
gers to his vile disposition towards bis brethren. He contrived, 
[therefore, to cjverlurn his father’s settlements, as thinking it a 
j terrible thing that they should be so related to him, and he so 
H)werfvil withal. So Herod yielded to him, and changed his 
resolution at Ins entreaty; and the determination now was, that 
Antipater himself should marry Aristobulii‘y’ daughter, and 
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Antipater’s son should many Pherorus’ daughter. So the es- 
pousals for the marriages were changed after this manner, even 
without the king’s real approbation. 

Now Wrod ^ the king had at this time nine wives ; one of 
them Ap^xitcr’s mother, and another, the high priest’s daugli- 
ler, by whom he had a son of his own name : He had also 
one who was his brother’s daughter, and another his sister’s 
daughter, which two had no children. One of his wives also 
was of the Samaritan nation, whose sons were Antijuis and 
Archelaus, and whose daughter was Olympias; w^hich daughter' 
was afiorward married to Joseph, the king’s brother’s son; but 
Archelaus and Antipas were brought up with a certain private 
man at Rome. Herod had also to wife Cleopatra of Jerusjilem, 
and by her he had his sons Herod and Philip ; which last was 
also brought up at Rome ; Pallas also was one of his wives, who 
bore him his son PhasaeUis. And besides these, he had for his 
wives Phedra and Elj)is, by whom he had his daughters Rox- 
ana and Salome. As lijr his elder daughters, by the same mother 
with Alexander and Aristobulus, and whom Pheroras ne- 
glected to marry, he gave the one in marriage to Antipater, the 
king’s sister’s son, and the other to Phasaelus, his brother’s son. 
And this was the posterity of Herod. 

CHAP. II. 

C(ynccrni}ig Zawaris^ the Bahj/lo7u'a?i Jexv, Concerning the 
laid hij Antipater against his father , and somexs:hat about the 
Pharisees, 

$ 1. xVnd now it was that Herod, being desirous of securing 

liimself on the side of the Traehonites, resolved to build a vil- 
u.ge as large as a city for the Jews, in the middle of that country, 
which might make his own country dillicult to be assaulted, 
and whence he might he at hand to make sallies upon them, and 
do them a mischief. Accordingly, when he understood tiuit 
tliere was a man that was a Jew come out of Babylon, with live 
hundred horsemen, all ol whom could shoot their arrows as 
lliey rodeon horseback, and with a hundred of his relations, had 
passed over Euphrates iind now abode at Antioch by Daphne of 

* 7 h«>st* who have a mind fo kii 'vv dl the f.nnily and descendents of Antipatfr 
'!ic Tdu:r):-:tL, and of Herod tlie (Jj.-at, In'; ‘•on, and have a rncinory to preser\c 
1 hem all may eonsuii losephiis, Airii). 15. XVIII. ch. v. seet, 4. vol. Ill* 

and of '‘X* Wnj, B. I. th. xxviii, se«*t. 1. vol. III. and Noldius in Il.ivereainp's edi- 
tion, j). liza, and Spanheini, if*, p. lOJ—- 105. and Keland, ^ale^!in. Tart I. {>- 
1 7.^ 176. 



Chap. II. 


ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 


7 


Syria, where Saturiiinus, who was then president, had given 
them a place for habitation, called Valatha^ he sent for this 
man, with the multitude that followed him, and promised to 
give him land in the toparchy called Batanea^ which country 
is bounded with Trachonitis, as desirous to make that his habi- 
tation a guard to himself. He also engaged to let him hold the 
country free from tribute, and that they should dwell entirely 
without paying such customs as used to be paid, and gave it 
him tax free. 

2. The Babylonian was induced by these offers to come 
hither; so he took })ossession of the land, and built in it fortresses 
and a village, and named it Bat/njrcu Whereby this man be- 
came a safeguard to the inhabitants against the Trachonites, 
and preserved those Jews who came out of Babylon, to offer their 
sacrifices at Je4,usalem, from being hurt by the Trachonite 
robberies ; so tliat a great number came to him from all those 
parts where the ancieiit Jewish laws were observed, and the 
countiy became full of people, by reason of their universal 
freedom from taxes. This continued during the liie of Herod; 
but when Philij), who was [tetrarch] after him, took the go- 
vernment, he made them jiay some small taxes, and that for a 
little while only; and Agrippa the Great, and his son of the 
same name, although they harassed them greatly, yet would they 
not take their liberty away. From whom, when the Romans 
have now taken the government into their own hands, they still 
give them the privilege of their freedom, but oppress them en- 
tirely with the imposition of taxes. Of which matter I shall treat 
more accurately in the progress of this history.* 

3. At length Zaniaris the Babylonian, to whom Herod had 

given that country for a possession, died ; having lived vir- 
tuously, and left children of a good character behind him ; one 
of whom was Jacinuis, who was famous for his valour, and 
taught his Babylonians how to ride their horses ; ami a troop 
of them were guards to the forementioned kings. And when 
Jacinuis w^as dead in his old age, he left a son whose name was 
Philip, one of great strength in his hands, and in other re- 
spects also more eminent for his valour than any of his con- 
temporaries ; on which account there was a confidence and 
firm friendship between him and king Agrippa. He had also 
an army which he maintained, as great as that of a king; 
which he exercised and led wheresoever he had occasion to 
march. ^ 

4*. When the afliiirs oS4Jcrc^ w^ere in the condition I have 
described, all the public afl’airs depended upon Antipater ; and 

This is nou wanting. 
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his power was such, lliat he could do good turns to as many 
as he pleased, and this by his lather’s concession, in hopes ol 
his good-will and fidelity to him ; and this till lie ventured to 
use his powers still farther, because his wicked designs were 
concealed from his father, and he made him believe every 
thing he said. He was also formidable to all, not so much 
on account of the power and authority he had, as for the 
shrewdness of his vile attempts beforehand : but he who 
principally cultivated a friendship with him was Pheroras, 
who received the like marks of his friendship ; while Anti- 
pater had cunningly encompassed him about by a company of 
woincii, whom he placed as guards about him : for Pheroras 
was greatly enslaved to his wife, and to her mother, and (o 
her sister; and this notwithstanding the hatred he bore them, 
for the indignities they had offered to his virgin daughters. 
Yet did he bear them, and nothing was to be done without 
the women, who had got this man into their circle, and con- 
tinued still to assist each otlier in all things, insomuch that 
Antipater was entirely addicted to them, l)oth by himself and 
by his mother ; for these four women * said all one and the 
same thing ; but the opinions of Pheroras and Antijiater were 
different in some points of no consequence. But the king’s 
sister [Salome] was their antagonist, who for a good while 
had looked about all their afliiirs, and was apprized that this 
their friendship was made in order to do Herod some mischief, 
and was disposed to inform the king of it. And since these 
people knew' that their friendship was very disagreeable to 
Herod, as tending to do him a mischief, they contrived that 
their meetings should not be discovered ; so they ])reten(h‘d to 
hate one another, and to abuse one another when time served, 
and especially when Herod was present, or when any one was 
there that would tell him ; but still their intimacy was firmer 
than ever, when they were in j)rivate. And this w as the course 
they took ; but they could not conceal irom Salome neither their 
first contrivance, when they set about these their intentions, nor 
when they had made some progress in them ; but she searched 
out every thing ; and, aggravating the relations to her brother, 
declared to him, As w'ell their secret assemblies and conqm- 
‘‘ tat ions, as their counsels taken in a clandestine manner, which, 
‘Mf they were not in order to destroy him, they might well 
enough havci been open and public. But, to appearance, they 
are at variance, and .q)eak about one another as if tiny 
intended one another a nn\rhie*fj but agree so well together 
when they are out of the sight of the multitude ; for when they 


IMicruras* wife, and her inotlier aiul sifter, an«l Doris, Anlipatir's mother. 



ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 


D 


Chap. III. 


are alone by themselves, they act in concert, and profess that 
they will never leave off their friendship, but will fight against 
those from whom they conceal their designs.’’ And thus did 
she? search out these things, and get a perfect knowledge of them, 
and then told her brother of them, who understood also of him- 
self a great deal of what she said, but still durst not depend 
upon it, because of the suspicions he had of his sister’s calumnies. 
For there was a certain sect of men that were Jews, who valued 
themselves highly upon the exact skill they had in the law of 
their fathers, and made men believe they were highly favoured 
by God, by whom this set of women were inveigled. These are 
those that arc called the sect of the Pharhecs, who were in a 
capacity of greatly opposing kings. A cunning sect they were, 
and soon elevated to a pitch of open fighting, and doing mis- 
chief. Accordingly, when all the people of the Jews gave as- 
surance of their good-will to Ca?sar, and to the king’s govern- 
ment, these very men did not swear, being above six thousand ; 
and when the king imposed a fine upon them, Fheroras’ wife 
paid their fine for them. In order to recjuitc which kindness of 
hers, since they w(!re believed to have the foreknowledge of 
thing : to come by divine ins])iration, they foretold liow God 
had decreed, that Herod’s government should cease, and his 
posterity should be deprived of it; but that the kingdom should 
come to luT and Pheroras, and to their children. These pre- 
dictions were not concealed from Salome, but were told the 
king; as [ilso how they had perverted some persons about the 
palace: itself: so the king slew such of the Pharisees as were 
)3rincipally accused, and Bagoas the eunuch, and one Cams, 
who exceeded all men of that time in comeliness, and one that 
was his catamite. He slew also all those of his own I’amily 
who had consented to what the Pliarisees foretold; and for 13a- 
goas, he had been puffed uj) by them, as though he should be 
named the father and the benefactor of him who, by tlu: pre- 
diction, was foretold to be their appointed king ; for that 
this king would have all things in his power, and would en- 
able Bagoas to marry, and to have children of liis own body 
begotten. 


CHAP. HI. 

Concerning^ the enmity between Herod and Pheroras ; hoxo Herod 
sent rbitipater to C(Cs^ :r ; and of the death of Pheroras, 

§ 1. W HEN Herod had punished those Pharisees who had 

been convicted of the foregoing crimes, he gathered an asseni- 
bly together of his friends, and accuseil IMieroras’ wife ; and 
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ascribing the abuses of the virgins to the impudence of that wo* 
man, brouglit an accusation against her for the dishonour she 
had brought upon them ; That ‘‘ she liad studiously introduced 
“ a quarrel between him and his brother, and, by her ill tein- 
per, had brought them into a state of war, both by her words 
and actions ; that the fines which he had laid had not been 
paid, and the offenders had escaped puiiishiiieiit by her means ; 
and that nothing which had of late been done had been done 
without her : for which reason Pheroras would do well, if fie 
would, of his own accord, and by his own command, and 
“ not at my entreaty, or as following my opinion, put this his 
wife away, as one that will still be the occasion of war between 
“ thee and me. And now, Pheroras, if thou vainest thy rela- 
tion to me, put this wife of thine away; for by this means thou 
wilt continue to be a brother to me, and wilt abide in thy love 
to me.” Then said Pheroras, (although he were })ressed 
hard by the former words,) that “ as he woukl not do so un- 
just a thing as to renounce his brotherly relation to him, so 
“ would he not leave off his affection for his wife ; that he 
‘‘ would rather choose to die than to live and be deprived of 
‘‘ a wife that was so dear unto him.” Hereupon 1 lerod put 
off his anger against Pheroras on these accounts, although he 
himself thereby underwent a vc‘ry uneasy j)iinishment. How- 
ever, he forbade Antipater and his mother to have any con^ 
versation with Pheroras, and bid them to take care to avoid tho 
assemblies of the women: which they j)romised to do; but 
still got together when occasion served, and both Pheroras 
and Antipater had their own merry meetings. The report 
went also, that Antipater had criminal conversation with l^hc- 
roras’ wile, and that they were brought together by Antipater’s 
mother. 

2. But Antipater had now a suspicion of his father, and was 
afraid that the effects of his hatred to him might increase : so he 
wrote to his friends at Rome, and bid them to send to Herod, 
that he would immediately send Antipater to Ca\sar ; which, 
when it was done, Herod sent Antij)ater thither, and sent most 
noble presents along with him ; as also his testament, wherein 
Antipater was appointed to be his successor; and that if Anti- 
pater should die first, his son [Herod Philip] by the high j)riest’s 
daughter should succeed. And, together with Anti))ater, there 
went to Rome, Sylleus the Ara’)ian, although he had done no- 
thing of all that Cu’sar h:,d enjoined. Antipater also accus- 
ed him of the . ‘ime crimes of which he had been formerly accus- 
ed by Herod. Sylleus was also accused by Aretas, that without 
liis consent he liad slain many of the chief of tlie Arabians at 
Petra ; and particularly Sohemus, a man that deserved to be ho- 
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nourcd by all men, and that he had slain Fabatus, a servant of 
Cuisar’s. These were the things of which Sylleus was accused, 
and that on the occasion following ; There was one Corinthus, 
belonging to Herod, of the guards of the king’s body, and one 
who was greatly trusted by him. Sylleus had persuaded this 
man with the offer of a great sum of money, to kill Herod ; and 
lie had promised to do it. When Fabatus had been acquainted 
with this, for Sylleus had himself told him of it, he informed 
the king of it; who caught Corinthus, and put him to the tor- 
ture, and thereby got out of him the whole conspiracy. Fie also 
caught two other Arabians, who were discovered by Corinthus ; 
the one the head of a tribe, and the other a friend to Sylleus, 
who both were by the king brought to the torture, and confessed, 
that they were come to encourage Corinthus not to fail 
of doing what he had undertaken to do; and to assist him with 
their own hands in the murder, if need should require their as- 
sistance. JSo Saturninus, upon Herod’s discovering the whole 
to him, sent them to Rome. 

3 . At this time, Herod commanded Pheroras, that since he 
was so obstinate in his aflection for his wife, he should retire in- 
to his ow'u tetrarchy ; w hich he did very willingly, and swore 
many oaths that he would not come again, till he heard that 
Flerod was dead. And indeed, when, iqion a sickness of the 
king’s, he was desired to come to him before he died, that he 
might intrust him w ith some of his injunctions, he had such a 
regard to his oath, that he would not come to him ; yet did not 
Flerod so retain liis hatred to Pheroras, but remitted of his pur- 
pose [n"t to see him,] which he before had, and that for such 
great causes as have been already mentioned ; but as soon as he 
began to be ill, he came to him, and this without being sent for: 
and wdien he w as dead, he took care of his I’lineral, and had his 
body brought to Jerusalem, and buried there, and appointed a 
solemn mourning for him. This [death of Pheroras] became 
the origin of Antijiater’s misfortum s, although he were already 
sailed lor Rome, Ciod now being about to j)unish him for the 
mnrdm* of his brethren. 1 will explain the history of this mat- 
ter very distinctly, that it may be for a warning to mankind, 
that they take care of conducting their whole lives by the rules 
of virtue. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Phcroras^ nscife is accused hy his freed incn^ as guilfy of poison-^ 
ing him ; and hoxn Herod^ upon examining of the matter Inj tor^ 
ture^ found the poison ; hut so that it had been prepared fur 
himself by his son Anlipater ; and^ upon an inquiry by torture^ 
he discovered the dangerous designs of Antipater. 

§ 1. As soon as Pheroras was cloacl, and his funeral was 

over, two of Pheroras’ freed men, wlio were much esteemed by 
him, came to Herod, and entreated him not to leave the mur- 
der of his brother without avenging it, but to examine into such 
an unreasonable and unhappy death. When he was moved with 
these words, for they seemetl to him to be true, tliey said. That 
“ Pheroras su})ped with his wife the day before he fell sick, and 
“ that a certain potion was brought him in such a sort of food 
as he was not used to eat, but that w hen he had eaten he died 
of it, that this potion was brought out of Arabia by a 
‘‘ w’oman, under pretence indeed as a love potion, for that was its 
name, but in reality to kill Pheroras ; for that the Arabian 
‘‘ women are skilful in making such poisons : and the woman to 
‘‘ w’honi they ascribe tliis, was confessedly a most intimate friend 
“ of one of Sylleus’ mistresses, and that both the mother and 
the sister of Pheroras’ wife iiad been at the })laces where she 
lived, and had persuaded her to sell them this potion, and had 
come back and brougiit it w ith them the ilav before that his 
sujipcr.” Hereupon the king was j)rovoke(l, and put the wo- 
men slaves to the torture, and some that were free w ith lliem : 
and as the fact did not yet a})pear, because none of them would 
confess it, at length one of them under the utmost agonies, said 
no more but this, tiiat she prayed that God would send the 
like agonies upon Antij)ater’s mother, who had been tlui oc- 
casion of those miseries to all of them.” This j)rayer induced 
Herod to increase the women’s tortures, till thereby all was dis- 
covered: Tlteir merry meetings, their secret assemblies, and 

‘‘ the disclosiim of what he had saitl to his son alone unto Phe- 
o 

roras’ * women.” (Now what Herod had charged Antipatei 

• His wife, her mother, anti sister. 

It seems to me, by this wliole Mory put to«rrtlicr, that I’heroras was not him- 
self poisoned, as is commonly supposed , for Antipater had persuaded him to poison 
Herod, ch. v. srv t. 1. wliich wordd fall to (lie ground, if he were liimself poisoned ; 
nor could the prusoiring of Pheroras sr-rve any design tlial appears now going f»»r- 
ward ; it was only the supposal of Vso of his freeii men, that tliis love potion, or 
poisirn, which they knew was brought to IMieroias’ wife, was made use of for poison- 
ing him ; whereas it appears to have been brought fur her husband to poison IJtwd 
withal, as the future cxaiiiinalioiib denioi,strate. 
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to conceal, was the gift of a hundred talents to him not to 
have any conversation with Pheroras.) “ And what hatred he 
bore to his latlier ; and that he complained to his mother how 
very long his father lived; and that he was himself almost an 
old man, insomuch, tliat if the kingdom should come to him, it 
would not afford him any great pleasure ; and that there were a 
great many of his brothers, or brothers children, bringing ii]), 

‘‘ that might have hopes of the kingdom as well as himseltj all 
which made his own hopes of it uncertain ; for that even now, 
if he should himself not live, Herod had ordained that the 
‘‘ government should be conferred, not on his son, but rather on 
a brother. He also had accused the king of great barbarity, 

“ and of the slaughter of his sons ; and that it was out of the fear 
he was under, lest he should do the like to him, that made 
“ him contrive this his journey to Home, and Pheroras contrive 
‘‘ to go to his own tetrarchy.” 

2. These confessions agrecnl with what his sister had told him, 
and tended greatly to corroborate her testimony, and to free 
her from the suspicion of her unfaithfulness to him. So the 
king having satisfied himself of the spite which Doris, Antipa- 
ter’s mother, as well as himself, bore to him, took away Irom 
Iter all lier fine ornaments, which \vere worth many talents, and 
tlieii sent her away, and entered into friendshi}) with Pheroras’ 
women. But he who most of all irritated the king against his 
son, Avas one Antipater, the procurator of Antipater the king’s 
son, who, when he was tortured, among other things said. That 
Antipater had prepared a deadly potion, and given it to Pheroras, 
with his desire that he would give it to his father during his ab- 
sence, and when he was too remote to have the least suspicion cast 
upon him thereto relating: that Antiphilus, one of Antipater’s 
friends, brought that potion out of Egypt, and that it was sent 
to Pheroras by Theudion, the brother of the mother of Antipa- 
ter the king’s son, and by that means came to Pheroras’ wife, 
her husband having given it her to keep. And when the king 
asked her about it, she confessed it ; and as she was running to 
fetch it, she threw herself dow n from the house-top, yet did she 
not kill herself, because she fell upon her feet : by w hich means, 
when the king had comforted her, and had promised her and her 
domestics pardon, u|)on condition of their concealing nothing of 
the truth from him, but had threatened her w ith the utmost mise- 
ries if she proved ungrateful, [aiul concealed any thing;] so she 
promised and swore that she would speak out every thing, and 
tell after what maiinerevery thing was done; and said, w hat many 
took to be entirely true, that ‘‘ the poison was brought out of 
“ Egypt by Antiphilus ; aiul that his brother, w ho was a phy- 
siciau, liad procured it ; and ih.at w hen The udion brought it 
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US, she kept it upon Plieroras' committing it to her ; and that 
it was prepared by Antipater for thee. When, thcrerore, 
Pheroras was fallen sick, and thou came to him and took 
care of him, and when he saw the kindness thou hadst for him, 
liis mind was overborne thereby. So he called me to him, 
and said to me ; ‘ O woman ! Anti])ater had circumvented me 
in this affair of his father and my brother, by persuading me 
to have a murderous intention to him, and procuring a potion 
to be subservient thereto ; do thou, therefore, go and fetch my 
potion, (since my brother appears to have still the same vir- 
“ tuous disposition towards me which he had formerly, and I do 
not expect to live long myself, and that I may not defile my 
forefathers by the murder of a brother,) and burn it before my 
face that accordingly she immediately brought it, and did as 
her husband bade her ; hiuI that she burnt the greatest })art 
“ of the potion ; but tliat a jiltle of it was left, that if the king, 
“ after Pheroras’ death, shouul treat her ill, she might poison 
‘‘ Jierseltj and thereby get clear of her miseries.” Upon her say - 
ing thus, she brought out the j)otion, and the box in which it was, 
before them all. Nay, there was another brother of Antiphilus’, 
and his mother also, who, by the extreme of pain and torture, 
confessetl the same things, and owned the box [to be that which 
had been brought out of Kgypt.] Tlu? high })riest’s daughter 
also, who was the king’s wife, was accused to havtj been con- 
scious of all this, and had resolved to conceal it; for which rea- 
son Herod divorced lua*, and blotted her son out of his testament, 
wherein he had been mentioned as one that was to reitrn after 
him; and he took the high priesthood away from his father-in- 
law, Simeon the son of Boethus, and appointed Matthias the son 
of Theophilus, who was born at Jerusalem, to be high priest in 
his room. 

3. While this was doing, Bathyllus, also Antipater’s freed 
man, came trom Rome, and, upon the torture, was found to 
have brought another })otion, to give it into the hands of Anti- 
pater’s mother, and ol’ Pheroras, that if the former potion did 
not operate upon the king, this at least might carry him olf. 
There came also lettias from Herod’s frieiuls at Rome, by the 
approbation, and at the suggestion of Antipater, to accuse Ar- 
chelaus and Philip, as if they calumniated their hither on account 
of the slaughter of Alexander and Aristobulus, and as if they 
commiserated their deaths ; and as if, liecanse they were sent for 
home, (fortheir father had already recalled them,) they concluded 
they w^ere themselves aKo to be destroyed. Idiese letters had 
been jirocured by grtait rewa« ds, by Antipater’s friends; but Au- 
tipater himself wrote to liis hither al)out them, and laid the 
lieaviest things to their charge; yet did he entirely excuse them 
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of any guilt, and said, they were but young men, and so imputed 
their words to their youth. But he said, that he had himself 
been very busy in tlie affiiir relating to Sylleus, and in getting in- 
terest among the great men ; and on that account had brought 
splendid ornaments to j)resent them withal, which cost liim two 
hum! red talents. Now, one may wonder how it came about, 
that while so many accusations were laid against him in Judea 
during seven months before this time, he was not made acquaint- 
ed with any of them. The causes of which were, that the roads 
were exactly guarded, and that men hated Antipater ; for there 
was nobody who would run any hazard himself, to gain liim 
any advantages. 


CHAP. V. 

j4?itipnfrrs 7iavj)j^nti()?7 from Home to In’s father ; and hoXi) he \!cas 
acxusrd. hif Nicolaus of Damascus^ and condemned to die hij his 
father^ and Inj (fuintilius Varus, who xvas then president of 
Sjjria ; and how he was then hound till CWsar shculd be inform^ 
ed. his cause, 

§ 1. iSJ^ow Anlipater, upon Herod’s writing to him, that 

having done all that he was to do, and this in the manner he 
was to do it, he would suddenly come to him, and bid him not 
diday his journey, lest any harm should befall himself in his 
absence. At the same time also lie made some little complaint 
about his mother, but jiiomised that he would lay those com- 
plaints aside wlnai he should return. He withal expressed liis 
entire aifection i’or him, as fearing lest he should have some 
suspicion of him, and defer his journey to liim, and lest, while 
he lived at Rome, he should lay ])lot.s for the kingilom, and, 
morein er, do somewhat against himself. This hotter Antipater 
met wath in Celicia ; but had received an account of Pheroras’ 
death belore at Tarentum. This la>.t news alfected him deej)- 
ly ; not out of any aifection for Pheroras, but because he was 
dead without having murdered his father, which he had jiromis- 
ed him to do. And wluai he Avas at Celenderis in Celicia, he 
began to deliberate with himself about liis sailing home, as 
being much grieved with the ejection of his mother. Now, 
some of Jiis frit iids advised him tliat he should tarry a while 
somewhere, in exjiectatlon of farther information. But others 
advised him to sail home withou: delay; for that if he were 
once come tnilher, he would soon put an end to all accusations, 
and that nothing afforded any weight to his accusers at present 
but his absence. He was persiuuled by these last, and sailed 
on, and landed at the haven called Sebastus, which Herod had 

VOL. III. c 29 
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built at vast cxjienscs in honour of Ca'sar, and called Sebastus. 
And now was Aiitipater evidently in a miserable condition, 
while nobody came to him nor sainted him, as they did at his 
^oing away, with good wishes or joyful acclamations; nor was 
there now any thing to hinder them from entertaining liim, on 
the contrary, with bitter curses, while they supposed he was 
come to receive his punishment for the murder ol' his brethren. 

2. Now, Qiiintiliiis Varus was at this time at Jenrsalem, be- 
ing sent to succeed Saturniniis as president of Syria, and was 
come as an assessor to Herod, wiio had desired liis advice in 
his present affairs ; and as they were sitting together. Antipater 
came upo?i them, without knowing any thing of the matter ; so 
he came into the palace clothed in purple, 'riie porters indeed 
received him in, but excluded his friends. And now he was in 
great disorder, and presently understood the condition he was in, 
while upon his going to salute his lather, he was repulsed by 
him, who called him a murderer of his brethren, and a })lotter 
of destruction against himself, and told him that Varus should 
be his auditor and his judge the very next day ; so he li)uud, that 
what misfortune he now^ heard of was already u[)on him, with 
the greatness of w hich he went away in confusion ; upon w hich 
his mother and his wife met him, (which wilii was the daugh- 
ter of Antigonus, who was king of the J('V\\s before Herod,) from 
whom he learmal all circumstances which concerned him, and 
tlien prepared himself for his trial. 

3. On the next tlay Varus and thc‘ king sat together in judg- 
ment, and both their friends w'orc also called in, as also the 
king’s relations, with his sistc'r Salonu*, and as many as could 
discover any thing, and such as had been tortund ; and bc'sides 
these, some slaves ol* Anlijiater’s moth(.*r, who were taken up a 
little before Antipater's coming, aiul brought with them a wa it- 
ten letter, the sum of which was this, that “ he should not couk^ 
‘M)ack, because all was conn* to his fatlui’s knowledge; and 

that Ciesar was the only refuge? he had left to })revent both 
“ his and her delivtuy into his father’s hands.” "Hien did An- 
tipater fill down at his father's li:<*t, and besought him “ not to 
‘‘ prejudge his cause, but that he might be first heard by his fa- 
“ ther, and that his father would keip him still unprejudiceil.” 
So Herod ordered him to be brought into the midst, and then 
“ lamented himsell about his l iiildren, irom w hom he had sul- 
fered such great misfirmiie- ; and beiausi? Antipati i’ i’ell u|)- 
“ on him in )>is old age. H*- also reckoiu'd up what mainteii- 
ance, and what <*ducalion he had givin them; and what sea- 
“ sonable supj)lics of wealth lie had alli)rded tliem, according 
“ to their own desires, none of which favours had hindered them 
from contriving against him, and from bringing his very lilc 
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‘‘ into danger, in order to gain his kingdom, after an impious man- 
ner, by taking away l)is life before the course of nature, their 
father’s wishes, or justice, recpiired that that kingdom should 
come to them ; and that he wondered wluit hopes could ele- 
vate Antipater to sucli a pass as to be hardy enough to at- 
tempt such things ; that he had by his testament in writing 
‘‘ declared him liis successor in the government : and while he 
was alive, he was in no respect inferior to him, either in his 
illustrious dignity, or in power and authority, he having no 
“ less than lifty talents for his yearly income, and had received 
“ for his journey to lt{)me no fewer than thirty talents. He 
also objected to liim the case of his brethren whom he had ac- 
“ cused ; and if they were guilty, lie had imitated their exam- 
pie; and if not, he liad brought him groundless accusations 
“ against his near relations ; for that lie had been acquainted 
with all those things by him, and by nobody else, and had 
done what was done by his approbation, and whom he now 
‘‘ absolved from all that was criminal, by becoming the inheri- 
tor of the guilt of such their parricide.” 

4‘. When Herod had thus spoken, he fell a weeping, and was 
not able to say any more ; but at his desire Nicolaus of Damas- 
cus, oeing the king’s friend, and always conversant with him, 
and ac(|uainted with whatsoever he did; and with the circum- 
stances of his adairs, proceeded to what remained, and explained 
all that concerned the demonstrations and evidences of the facts. 
Upon which Autipater, in order to make his legal di‘f nee, turn- 
ed himself to his father, and enlarged upon the many indica- 
“ tious he had given of his good-will to him; and instanced 
in the honours that had been done him, which vet had not 
been d^me, had he not deserved them by his vinnous con- 
ceni about him ; for that he had made jirovisiou I’or every 
‘‘ thing that was fit to be ibreseen beforehand, as to giving him 
his wisest advice ; and whenever there was occasion for the la- 
“ hour of his own hands, he had not grudged any such pains 
“ for him. And that it was almost impossible that he who had 
delivered his lather from so many treacherous contrivances 
“ laid against him, should be himself in a plot against him, and 
‘‘ so lose all the reputation he had gai’^ed for his virtue, by his 
‘‘ wickedness which succeeded it, aiul diis while he had nothing 
to jnvdiibit him, who was already a})pointed his successor, toen- 
joy the royal honour with his father also at present; and that 
“ there was no likelihood that ;• person who had the one halfot 
“ that authority without any ilangta', and w ith a good character, 
should hunt after the whole with infamy and danger, and this 
“ wdicii it w^as doubtful whether he could obtain it or not; and 
‘‘ when he saw the sad exauipK of his brethren before him, and 
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was both the informer and tlie accuser against them, at a time 
‘‘ when they might not otherwise have been discovered ; nay, 
“ was the author of the punishment indicted iijion them, when 
it appeared evidently that they were guilty of a wicked attempt 
against their lather ; and that even the contentions there were 
in the king’s family, were indications that he had ever maiuig- 
ed affairs out of the sincerest affection to his father. And as 
to what he had done at Rome, Ciesar w as a witness thereto ; 
who yet was no more to be imposed upon than God himself: 
“ of whose opinions his letters sent hither are sufficient evidence, 
and that it was not reasonable to prefer the calumnies of such 
as proposed to raise disturbances, before these letters ; the 
greatest part of which calumnies had been raised during liis 
“ absence, which gave scope to his enemies to forge them, 
wdiich they had not been able to do if lie had been there.” 
Moreover, he showed the weakness of the evidence obtained by 
torture, wdiich was commonly false ; because the tlistress men 
are in under such tortures naturally obliges them to say many 
things in order to please tliose that govern them. 1 le also of- 
fered himself to the lorlure. 

5. Ilereupon there was a change observed in the assembly 
while they greatly pitied Antipater, who by weeping and ])nt- 
ting on a countenance suitable to his sad case, made them com- 
miserate the same ; insoinnch that his very (‘luanies were mo- 
ved to compassion: and it apjieared ])lairily that 1 lemd himself 
was affected in his own mind, although he was not willing it 
should be taken notice of. Then did Nicolaus begin to jirose- 
cute what the king had begun, and that with great bittinaiess ; 
and snmined u]i all the evidence which arose from the- toitures, 
or from the testimonies. “ He principally and largely cried up 
‘‘ the king’s virtues, which he had exhibited in the mainttaiance 
and education of his sons, while he never conhl gain any ad- 
vantage thereby, but still fell IVom one misfortune to another. 
“ Although he owned that he was not so much sui jirised with 
that thoughtless behaviour of his former sons, who were but 
young, and were besides corrujited by wickeil counsellors, 
who were the occasion of their wiping out of their minds the 
righteous dictates of nature, and this out of a desire of coming 
“ to the government sooner than they ought to do ; yet that ho 
‘‘ could not but justly stand amazed at the horrid wickedntvss of 
Antij)ater, who, although he had not only had gri*at benelits 
‘‘ bestowed on him by his father, enough to tame his reason, yet 
“ could not be more tamed than the most envenomed serpents; 

‘‘ whereas even those cn atu'v^s admit of some mitigation, and 
‘‘ will not bite their benelactors, while Antipater hath not let 
the mislbrtunes of his bretiireii be any hinderance to him, but 
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he hath gone on to imitate their barbarity notwitlistaiuling. 
« Yet wast thou, O Antipater! (as thou hast thyself confessed,) 
‘‘ tJie informer as to what wicked actions they had done, and the 
searclier out of the evidence against them, and the autln^r of 
the punishment they underwent u})on tlu ir detection. Nor 
do wc say this as accusing thee for being so zealous in thy a.n- 
ger against them, but arc ast onished fit thy endeavours to Iiul- 
tate their profligate behaviour; and W(‘ discover thereby, llujt 
« thou didst not act thus for the salety of thy father, but I’or the 
‘‘ destruction of thy brethren, that by sucli outside hatred of their 
impiety, thou mightest be believ(*d ii lover of thy fatiicr, and 
miglitest thereby get thee jmvver enough to do mischief with 
tlie greatest impunity; which design thy actions indeed deiuon- 
strate. It is true, thou tool'A st thy bn thren off, because thou 
didst convict them of their wicked designs ; but tlion didst not 
yield up to justice those who wctc their partners; and there- 
by didvSt make It evident to all men, that thou madest a cove- 
nant with them against thy father, when thou chosest to be 
the accuser of thy brethren, as desirous to gain to tlivself alone 
this advantage of laying ])lots to kill thy father, and so to en- 
‘‘ joy double jileasure, which is truly worthy of thy evil disposi- 
“ tion, which thou hastoj)only slunved against thy brethren ; on 
“ which account thou iliilst rejoict*, as having done a most laiiious 
“ exploit, nor was that behaviour unworthy of thee. But if 
‘‘ thy intention were otherwise, thou ait worse than they ; while 
thou didst contrive to hide thy treachery against thy father, 
thou didst hate them, not as plotters against thy father, for in 
“ that case thou Iiadst not thyself fallen n})on the like crime, 
hut as successors of his dominions, find more worthy of that 
succession than thyself. Thou woiildest kill thy fat!:er alter 
thy brethren, lest tliy lies raised against them might be detcct- 
“ ed ; and lest thoii should suifer what ])iinishiuent thou luulst 
deserveil, tliou hadst a mind to exact that punishment of thy 
niiha])py latiier, and didstdevise such a sort of uncommon j)ar-’ 
“ ricide as the world never yet saw. For tlion who artliis son 
“ did not only lay a treacherous design against thy fc.ther, and 
‘‘ didst it v.hile he lovial thee, and had been thy benefactor, had 
made thee in reality his partner in the kingdom, and had (;))eii- 
ly declared thee his .successor, while tlioii wast not forbidden 
to taste the sweetness of authority already, and hadst tJie firm 
ho])e of wdiat was future by thy father’s deteriniiiatiia'], and 
tile secuiity of u written f' stament. But lor certain thou 
“ didst not measure these things according to thy father’s va- 
“ rious dispositions, but accortiing; to thy own thoughts and in- 
‘‘ clinations; and was desirous to take tlie jiart that reinaineil 
away from thy too indulgent fuher, and sougfitest to destroy 
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‘‘ him with thy deeds, whom tlioii in words pretcndedst to pre- 
serve. Nor wast thou content to be wicked tliyself, but thou 
‘‘ filledst thy iiiotlier’s head with thy devices, and raised distiir- 
‘‘ bailees amono- thy brethren, and liadst the boldness to call thy 
father a wild beast; while thou hadst thyself a mind more cruel 
than any serpent, whence thou sendest out that poison among 
thy nearest kind red and greatest benefactors, and invitedst them 
‘‘ to assist thee and guard thee, and didst hedge thyself in on all 
sides by the artihees of both men and women, against an old 
man ; as though that mind of thine was not sullicieiit of itself to 
“ support so great a hatred as thou baredst to him. And here 
“ thou ajipearest after the tortures of iVeemen, of domestics, ol* 
men and women, which have been examined on thy account, 
and after the informations of thy fellow-conspirators, as mak- 
irig haste to contradict ihe truth ; and has thought on ways 
not only how to take thy father out of the world, but to dis- 
“ annul that written law wdiich is against thee, and the virtue 
of Varus, and the nature of justice ; nay such is that impu- 
‘‘ deuce of thine on which thou confidest, that thou desirest to he 
put to the torture thyself, while thou allegest, that the tor- 
tures of those already examined thereby have made them tell 
lies ; that those that have been the deliverers of thy father may 
“ not be allowed to have spoken the truth ; but that thy tortures 
may be esteemed the discoverers of truth. Wilt not thou, () 
‘‘ Varus! deliver the king iVom the injurii's of his kindred ? Will 
not thou destroy this wicked wild beast, which hath preteiul- 
“ ed kindness to his father, in order to destroy his brethren; 

while yet he is himself alone ready to carry olf tlu‘ kingdom 
‘‘ immcdiatelv, and appears to be the most bloody butcher to 
him of them all ? For thou ait sensible, that parricide is a gen- 
eral injury both to nature and to common lile, and that the iii- 
tention of parricide is not inferior to its perpetration : and In 
“ who does not jmnish it, is injurious to nature itself.” 

6. Nicolaus added farther what belonged to AntipateFs mo- 
ther, and whatsoever she had prattled like, a woman ; as also 
about the predictions and the sacrifices relating to the king ; ami 
whatsoever Antipatei had done lasciviously in his cups and hij’ 
amours among Ihieror :s' women; the examiFiation upon tor- 
ture ; and whatsoever ceiiC(*rned the testimonies of the witnesse , 
which were many, and ol vai ions kimls ; some jirepared lu'lbn - 
hand, and others wau'e sudden answers, whicli farther declared 
and confirni'/d the foregoing ( vidence. For those men who wen* 
now acfjuaiiited with Aiitipaior’s jnactices, hut had concealed 
them out of fear, v/lien they saw that he was exposed to tlio 
accusations of l!ie former witnesses, and that his great goo<l 
fortune, which liad supported him hitlicrto, had now evidently 
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betrayed him into the luiiids of liis enemies, who were now 
insatiable in their hatred to him, told all tliey knew of him. 
Ami his ruin was now liasteiicil, not so much by the enmity of 
those that were liis accusers, as by his gross, and impudent, and 
wicked contrivances, and by his ill-will to his father and his 
brethren ; while he liad filled their house with disturbance, and 
caused them to murder one another; and was neither fair in 
his hatred, nor kind in his friendship, but just so far as served 
his owm turn. Now, there were a great number wlio for a 
long time belorehand had seen all this, and especially such as 
were naturally disposed to judge of matters by the rules of vir- 
tue, because they were used to determine about alfairs without 
passion, but had been restrained from making any open com- 
plaints before; these, upon the leave now given them, j)roduced 
all that they knew belbre the public. The demonstration also 
of tliese wicked facts could no way be dis])roved : because the 
many witnesses there were did neither speak out of favour to 
1 Jerod, nor were they obliged to keep what tlu‘y had to say silent, 
out of susjjicion t)l‘ any danger tliey were in ; but they spoke 
what they knew ; because they thought such actions very wicked, 
and that Antipater deserved the greatest ])unishment ; and 
indeed not so much for Herod’s safety, as on account of the 
man’s own wickedness. Many things were also said, and those 
by a great number of jiersons, who wen; no way obliged to say 
them ; insomuch, that Antijiater, who used generally to be very 
shrewd in his lies and impudence, was not able to say one 
word to the contrary. Mlien Nicolaus had left off s])eaking, 
and had produced the evidence, \’arus bid Antipater to betake 
himself to the making his defence, if he had })re})ared anything 
whereby it might apjiear that ho was not guilty of the crimes 
he was accused of; for that, as he was himself desirous, so did 
he know' that his father w as in like manner desirous also, to have 
him fiiund entirely innocent. Ihit Antipater fell tlowii on his 
face, and appealed to God, and to all men, for testimonials of 
his innocency, desiring that God would declare, by some evident 
signals, that he had not laid any })lot against his lather. This 
being the usual method of all men destitute of virtue, that, 
when they set about any w icked uiulertakings, they fall to work 
according to tlu ir own inclinations, a'^ if they lH;lieved that God 
was uncovicerned in human affairs; but when tmee they are found 
out, and are in danger of undergoing the punishment due to their 
crimes, they endeavour to overthrow- all the evidence against 
them, by appealing to (h)d ; which was the very thing w hich 
Antipater now did ; for whereas he had done every thing as if 
tliere were no God in the world, when he was on all sides dis- 
tressed by justice, and w lien he h.ad no other advantage to ex- 
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pect from any legal proofs by which he iiiiglit disprove the ac- 
cusations laid against him, he impudently abused the majesty 
of God, and ascribed it to his power, that he had been preserv- 
ed hitherto ; and })roduced before them all what dilHculties he 
had ever undergone in his bold acting for his father’s preservation. 

7. So when Varus, upon asking Antipater what he had to 
say for himself, found that he had nothing to say besides his ap- 
peal to God, and saw that there was no end of that, he bid them 
bring the potion Ixifore the court, that he might see what vir- 
tue still remained in it; and when it was brought, and one that 
was condemned to die had drunk it, by Varus’ commarul, he 
died presently. Theti \"arus got up, and (h?j)arted out of the 
court, and went away the day following to Antioch, where his 
usual residence was, because that was the palace of the Syrians; 
upon which Herod laid his son in bonds. But what were Va- 
rus’ discourses to Heroil, was not known to the generality, and 
upon what words it was that he went away ; though it was 
also generally supposed, that whatsoever Herod did afterward 
about his son, was done with his approbation. But when He- 
rod had bound his son, he sent letters to Rome to Cmsar about 
him, and such messengers w itlial as should, by word of mouth, 
inform Ciesar of Aiitipater’s wickedness. Now', at this very 
time there was seized a letter of Anti})hilu.s, written to Anti- 
pater out of Kgvpt, (for he lived there;) and, when it was 
opened by the king, it was Ibund to contain what follows : “ I 
“ have sent thee Acme’s letter, and hazarded my own life; for 
“ tliou knowest that I am iii danger from^ two families, if I be 
‘‘ discovered. 1 wish thee good success in thy affair.” I'hese 
were the contents of this letter: but the king made enquiry 
about the other letter also, for it did not aj)pear, ami Antiphilus’ 
slave, who brought that letter which had been read, denied that 
he had receiveil the other. But, while the king was in doubt 
about it, one of Henxfs friends seeing a seam upon the inner 
coat of the slave, and a doubling of the cloth, (for he had two 
coats on,) he guessed that the letter might be within that doub- 
ling, w^hich accordingly proved to be true. So they took out 
the letter, and its contents were these: ‘‘ Acme to Anti})ater. 
1 have w ritten such a letter to thy liitlier as thou desirest me. 
I have also taken a coj)y and sent it, as if it came from 8a- 
‘‘ lome to my lady [Livia;] which, when thou readest, 1 know 
‘‘ that I lerod w ill })unish Salome, asplotting against him.” Now, 
this pretendetl letter of Salome’s to her lady was composed by 
Antipater, in the name of Sah)»ne, as to its real meaning, but in 
tlie w'oids of Acme. The iette*’ was this : Acme to king lle- 
rod. I have done mv eiuleavour tliat nothing that is done 
against tliee should be concealed from thee. So upon my had- 
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ing a letter of Salome written to my lady against thee, I have 
«« written out a coj)y, and sent it to thee, with hazard to myself, 
but for thy advantage. The reason why she wrote it was this, 
that she had a mind to be married to Sy Ileus. Do thou there- 
fore tear this letter in pieces, that I may not come into dan- 
ger of my life.” Now Acme had written to Antipater him- 
selfj and informed liim, that, in compliance with his commaml, 
she had both herself written to Herod, as if Salome had laid 
a sudden plot entirely against him, and had herself sent a copy 
of an epistle, as coming from Salome to her lady. Now, Acme 
was a Jew by birth, and a servant to Julia, Caesar’s wife ; and 
\lid this out of her friendship for Antipater, as having been cor- 
rupted by him with a large present of money, to assist in his 
pernicious designs against his father and liis aunt. 

8. Hereupon Herod w’as so amazed at the prodigious wicked- 
ness of Anti])ater, that he was ready to have ordered him to be 
xslain immediately, as a turbulent person in the most important 
concerns, and as one that had laid a plot not only against him<- 
self, but against his sister also, and even corrupted Caesar’s own 
domestics. Salome also provoked him to it, beating her breast, 
and bidding him kill her, if he could produce any credible testi- 
mony that she had acted in that manner. Herod also sent for 
his son, and asked him about this matter, and bid him contra- 
dict it if he could, and not suppress any thing he had to say 
for himself; and, when lie liad not one word to say, he asked 
him, since he was every w^ay caught in his villany, that he would 
make no farther delay, but discover his associates in these his 
wicked designs. So he laid all upon Antijihilus ; but discovered 
nobody else. Hereupon Herod was in such great griel^ that lie 
was ready to send his son to Home to Caesar, there to give an 
account of these his wicked contrivances. But he soon became 
at raid, lest he might there, by the assistance of his friends, 
escape the danger he was in : so he kept him bound as before, 
and sent more ambassadors and letters [to Rome] to accuse 
his son, and an accmiiit of what assistance Acme had given 
him ill his wicked designs, with copies of the epistles before 
mentioned. 


CHAP. VI. 

Cnncerninjr the disease that Herod fell into^ and the sedition 
which the Jews raised thereupon ; with the jninishmcnt (f the 
seditiovs. 

5 1. JSi ow Herod’s ambassadors made haste to Rome; but 

sent as Instriirtorl nnlXv4>linnrI wk if ‘incwnrc tlipv \vf»rp fn mske 
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to tlie (questions put to (lioni. Tlie^y also carried ll»e epistles 
with them. But Herod now fell into a distemper, and made 
liis will, and becjiieathed his kingdom to [Antipas] his youngest 
son ; and this out oF tliat liatred to Arclielans and Philip, 
which the caluniiiies* of Antipater had raised against them. 
He also bequeathed a thousand talents to Cmsar, and five hun- 
dred to Julia, Caesar’s wife, to Caesar’s children, and friends, and 
I’reed men. He also distributed among his sons and their sons 
Jus money, l)is revenues, and his lands. He also made Salonu: 
his sister very rich, because she had continned faithful to him 
in all his circumstances, and was never so rash as to do him any 
harm : and as he despaired of recovering, for he was about the 
seventieth year of his age, he grew fierce, and indulged I he 
bitterest anger upon all occasions; the cause whereot was this, that 
he thought himself despised, and that the nation was pleased vvitli 
liis misiortiines ; besides which, he resented a sedition wliicli 
some of tlie lower sort of men excited against him, the occasion 
of wliich w as as follows : 

2. There was one Judas, the son of Sariphams, and Matthias?, 
the son of Margalothus, two of the most eloquent imm arnouii; 
the Jews, and the most celebrateil interpre ttu’s of the Jewisli 
laws, and men well beloved by the peoj)le, because of their edu- 
cation of their youtli ; for all tliose that were studious of virtue 
frequented their lectures every day'. These men, wlien they 
foinul that the king’s distemper was incurable, excited the young 
men that they would imll down all those works which the king 
had erecletl contrary to tlie law of tlu ir latliers, and thereby ob- 
tain tlic rewards which the hnv will conl’er on them for such 
actions cf ]>iety, lor that it was truly on account of Henul’s 
rashness in making such things as the law' had foibaclden, that 
liis other misfortunes, and this distemper also, wl‘ich was so iiii- 
nsiial among mankind, and with which he was now afllicted, caiai 
upon liiin ; tor Herod had caused such things to he made, which 
were contrary to the hnv, of wliich he was accused by Judas and 
Matthias; for the king had erected over tlie great gate, of tlir 
temple a large golden eagle, of great value, anil liad dedicated it 
to the temjile. Now', the law forbids those that jiropose to live i 
according to it, to erect images * or rc])rest ntations of any living • 
creature. So these wise men persuaded [their scholars] to puH i 
down the golden eagle ; alh ging that although they should! 

incur any danger, which might bring them to their deaths ; 

the virtue of the action now proposed to them would appear i 
“ much more advantageous to ihem than the pleasures of life; 

• That the making of images, without an intention to worship them, was net > 
vnlawitii 10 the Jews, sec tlie note on Anlu|. 1] Vlll. di. vii. sect. 5. 
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« since they would die for the preservation and observation of 
the law of their fathers ; since they would also acquire an ever- 
lasting fame and commendation ; since they would be both 
‘‘ commended by the present generation, and leave an example 
of life that would never be forgotten to posterity; since that 
common calamity of dying cannot be avoided by our living so 
as to escape any such dangers ; that therefore it is a right thing 
for those wlio are in love with a virtuous conduct, to wait for 
“ that fatal hour by such a behaviour as may carry them out of 
the world with praise and honour; and tl)at this will alleviate 
death to a great degree, thus to come at it by the perform- 
aiice of brave actions, which bring us into danger of it ; and, 
at the same time, to leave that reputation behind them to 
“ their children, and to all their relations, whether they be men 
‘‘ or women, which will be of great adviintiigc to them after- 
‘‘ ward.” 

3. And with such discourses as this, diti these men excite the 
young men to this action ; and a report being come to them that 
the king was dead, this was an addition to the wise men’s per- 
suasions ; so, in the very middle of the day, they got upon the 
place, they j)ulled down the eagle, and cut it into pieces with 
axes, while a great nmnher of the people were in the temple. 
And now the king’s captain, upon hearing what the mulertaking 
was, and supjmsing it was a thing of a liiglier nature than it proved 
to be, came up thither, having a great band of soldiers with 
him, such as was suflicient to put a stoj) to the multitude of those 
who pullt'd dow n what was de<licated to God : so he fell upon 
them ii!iex])ectedly, and as they were upon this bold attempt, iji 
a foolish ]u esumption rather than a cautious circumspection, as is 
usual with the imdtitude, and while they were in disorder, and 
incautious of w hat was for their advantage ; so he caught no 
few'er than forty of the young men, wlio had the coiiragi*. to stay 
behind when the rest ran away, together w ith the authors of this 
hold attempt, Judas and Matthias, who tlioiiglit it an ignomi- 
nious thing to retire upon Ids approach, and led them to the 
king. And when they w’ere come to the king, and he had asked 
them if they had been so bold as to pull dow n w hat he had iledi- 
cated to God ? ‘‘ Yes, (said they,) what was contrivi'd, we eon- 

“ triv(‘d, o;id what hath been |)erforjmal, we perfonuc<l it, and 
‘‘ diat w^ith such a virtuous courage as becomes men ; for w(' 
have given our assistance to tliose things which aiv iledieakil 
to the majesty of Gotl, and we have provided for w hat we 
have learned by hearing the law’ ; and it ought not to be won- 
“ dered at, if we esteem those law's wldcli Moses had suggesteil 
to him, and were taught him by (lod, ami which he wrote 
and left btldnd Jdm, Juoie ^»c^lhy ol* obscuation tliaii thy 
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commands. Accordingly, we will undergo death, and all sorts 
“ of punishment which thou canst inflict upon us, with pleasure^ 
‘ since we are conscious to ourselves that we shall die, not for 
any unrighteous actions, but for our love to religion,” And 
thus they all said, and tlieir courage was still equal to their pro- 
fession, and equal to tlmt with which they readily set about this 
undei taking. And wlien tlie king had ordered them to be bound, 
he sent them to Jericlio, and called together the principal men 
among the Jews ; and when they were come, he made them as- 
semble in the theatre, and because he could not himself stand, he 
lay upon a couch, and enumerated the many labours that he 
had long endured on their account, and his building of the 
temple, and what a vast charge that was to him, while the 
Asamoneans, during the hundred and twenty-five years of their 
governriient, had not been able to ))erform any so great a work 
“ for the lionoiir of (tocI as that was : that he had also adorned 
it with very valuable donations, on which account he hoped 
that he had left himself a memorial, and procured himself a 
reputation after his death. He then cried out, that these men 
had not abstained from aflronting him, even in his lifetime, 
but that, in the very day time, and in the sight of the multi- 
tude, they had abused him to that degree, as to fail upon what 
he had dedicated, and in tliat way of abuse had pulled it down 
to the ground. They pretended, indeed, that they did it to 
** affront him ; but if any one considered the thing truly, they 
will find that they were guilty of sacrilege against God 
therein*” 

4. But the people on account of Herod’s barbarous temper. 
And for fear he should be so ci uel as to inflict punishment on 
them, said, ‘‘ What w as done, was done w ithout their appro- 
bation, and that it seemed to them that the actors might well be 
‘‘ pmiished for what they liad done.” But as for Herod, he dealt 
inorc mildly w iih others [of the assembly ;] but lie deprived 
Matthias of the high priesthood, as in })art on occasion of this 
action, and made Joazer, who was Matthias’ wife’s brother, 
high priest in his stead. Now it happened, that during the time 
of the high priesthood of this Matthias, there was another per- 
son made high priest for a single day, that very day which tlie 
Jews observed as a fast. Tlie occasion was this : This Matthias ; 
the high priest, on the night liefore that day, when the fast was 
to be celebrated, seemed in a dream, to have conversation 

♦ This fact, that one Joseph \ as inacle high priest for a single day, on oc- 
taslon of the action l)trc speeified, tliat befell Matthias^ the real high priest, 
his sleep, the night before the great day of expiation, is attested to both in 
riiid Talmud, as Dr. Hudson here informs us. And indeed, from 
Ittct, thus fully alUsied, we may confute the pietended rule in the Talmvf 
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with his wife ; and because he could not officiate himself on that 
account, Joseph, the son of Ellemus, his kinsman, assisted him 
in that sacred office. But Herod deprived this Matthias of the 
high priesthood, and burnt the other Matthias, who had raised 
the sedition, with his companions, alive. And that very night 
there was an eclipse of the moon.* 

5. But now Herod’s distemper greatly increased upon him 
after a severe manner, and this by God’s judgment upon him 
fur his sins; for a fire glowed in him slowly, which did not so much 
appear to the touch outwardly, as it augmented his pains in- 
wardly ; for it brought upon him a vehement appetite to eating, 
which he could not avoid to supply with one sort of food or 
other. His entrails were also ex ulcerated, and the chief vio- 
lence of his pain lay on his colon ; an aqueous and transparent 
liquor also had settled itself about his feet, and a like matter af- 
flicted him at the bottom of his belly. Nay, farther, his privy- 
member was putrified, and produced W'orins ; and when he sat 
upright, he had a difficulty of breathing, which was very loath- 
some, on account of the stench of his breath, and the quickness 
of its returns ; he had also convulsions in all parts of his body, 
which increased his strength to an unsullerable degree. It was 
said by those who pretended to divine, and who were endued 
with wisdom to foretell such things, that God inflicted this piin- 
ishnient on the king on account of his great imjiiety ; yet was 
he still in ho})es of recovering, though his affiictions seemed 
greater than any one could bear. He also sent for j)hysicians, 
and did not refuse to follow what they prescribed for his assist- 
ance, and went beyond the river Jordan, and bathed himself in 
the warm baths that were at Callirrhoe, which, besides their 
other general virtues, were also fit to drink ; which w'ater runs 
into the lake called Asphallitis. And when the physicians once 
thought fit to have him bathed in a vessel full of oil, it was sup- 
;posed that he was just dying; but upon the lamentable cries of 

liere mentioned, and ciideavoiirod to be excused by lleland, that the high priest was 
^not sudered to sleep the night before that great day of expiation ; whicli watching 
Would surely father unfit him for the many important duties he was to perform on 
that solemn tlay» than dispose him duly to perform them. Nor do such Talmudical 
rules, when unsupported by better evidence, much less when contradicted thereby^ 
seem to me of weight enough to deserve that so great a man as Ueland should spend 
his time in endeavours at their vindication. 

L * Tliis eclipse of the tnoon (which is the only eclipse of either of the luminaries 
entioned by our Josephus in any of his writings,) is of the greatest con8«]uence 
>r the determination of the time for rite death of Ilcrod and Antipater, and fof 
le birth and entire chronology of Jesus Christ. It happened March lath in the 
car of the Julian period 4710, and the 4th year before the Christian eta. Sceila 
ftldilation by the rules of astronomy, at end of the Asttonological LecturWi 
dit. Lai. p. 451, 452* 
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his domestics, he revived ; and having no longer the least hopes 
of recovering, he gave order that every soldier should be paid 
fifty drachiiue ; and he also gave a great deal to tl)eir command^ 
ers, and to Ids friends, and came again to Jericho, where he grew 
so choleric, tliat it brought liim to do all tldiigs like a rnadnuiu, 
and though lie were near his death, lie contriveil the I’ollowiug 
wicked designs. He commanded that all the principal men of 
the entire Jewish nation, wheresoever they lived, should be call- 
ed to him. Accordingly, they w^ere a great number that came, 
because llie whole nation was called, and all men heard of thi., 
call, and death was the penally of such as should despise the 
epistles that were sent to call them. And now the king was in 
a wild rage against them all, the innocent as well as those that 
had afforded ground for accusations ; and wiieii they were conic, 
he ordered them to be all shut up in the hippodrome,'*^ and sent 
for his sister Salome, and her husband Alexis, and spoke thus to 
them : I shall die in a little time, so great are my jiains ; which 
“ death ought to be cheerfully borne, and to be welcomed by 
all men ; but wdiat principally troubles me is this, that 1 shall 
die without being lamented, and without such nioiirning as 
men usually expect at a king’s death. For that he was lun 
iinac([uainted with the temper of the Jews, tliat his doalli 
would be a thing very desirable, and exceedingly accep'table 
to them ,• because during his lifetime they were ready to rc- 
volt from him, and to abuse the donations he had dedicated to 
God; that it therefore \vas llielr business to resolve to afford . 
him some alleviation of his great sorrows oii this occasion;, 
for that, if they do not reliise lum their conseiil in wlnit In* , 
desires, he shall liave a great iiiourniiig at his i’lmeral, and 
such as never any king had helbre hhu ; lor then the whole 
nation would inourn iVoin their very soul, which (.‘therwist 
would be done in sport and mockery t)nly. lie desired theie- 
fore that as^oon as they sec he hath given up the ghost, ilu v 
shall place soldiers round the liij)podrome, while they do in l ; 
know that he is dead; and that they shall not declare 
‘‘ death to the multitude till this is done, but that they shall | 
give orders to have those tliat are in custody shot w ilii ilicir | 
‘‘ darts; and that this slaughter of them all will cause that li(| 
shall not miss to rejoice on a double account; that as he 
dying, they will make him secure that his will shall be e\c*| 
cuted in what he charges them to do; and that lie shall Jnivi:?; 
“ the honour of a memorable mourning at liis funeral. So 1 h‘^ 
deplored his condition, v. itlj tears in his eyes, and obtested 
Ulcm by the kimlucss due from them, as of his kindred and 


• A foi ihc }jur$<i tMfm 
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by the faith tliey owed to God, and begged of tlicin that they 
would not hinder liini of this honourable mourning at his 
«« funeral.” So they promised liiiii not to transgress liis com- 
mands. 

(). Now, any one may easily discover the temper of this man’s 
mind, which not only took pleasure in doing wlint he had done 
formerly against his relations, out of the love of life, but by 
those commands of his which savoured of no humanity, since he 
took care when he was de})arting out of this life, that the whole 
nation should be put into mourning, and indeed made desolate 
of their dearest kindred, when he gave order that one out of 
every family should be slain, although they had done nothing 
that was unjust, or that was against him, nor were they accused 
of any other crimes ; while it is usual for those who liave any 
regard to virtue, to lay aside their hatred at such a time, even 
with respect to those they justly esteemed their enemies. 

CHAP. VII. 

Herod has thouj^^lifs of killing himself idth his o'wn hand ; and a 
a little afterwards he orders Antipaier to be slain, 

^ 1. As he was giving these commands to his relations, 

there came letters from his ambassadors, wdio had been sent 
to Rome unto Cmsar, which, when they were read, their y)ur- 
j)ort was tiiis : I'liat Acme w^as slain by Cmsar, out of his in- 
dignation at what hand she had in Anti})ater’s wdeked j)rac- 
tices ; and that as to Antipatcr himself Caesar left it to He- 
rod to act as became a father and a king, and either to banish 
him or take away his life, which lie pleased.” When Hc- 
jrod heal’d this, he was somewhat better, out of the pleasure he 
laid from the contents of the letters, and was elevated at the 
Meath of Acme, and at the power that was given him over his son ; 
mt, as his pains were become very great, he was now reatly 
0 faint for want of somewhat to cat ; so he called lor an apple, 
lul a knife; for it was his custom formerly to pare the apple 
limself, and soon aiterwards to cut it, and eat it. When he 
lad got the knife, he looked about, and had a mind to stab 
limself with it; and he had done it, had not his first cousin, 
Ichiabus, prevented l;iiii, aiid lield his hand, and cried out loudly. 

^hereupon a woful lamentation echoed through the palace, 
tnd a great tumult was made, as if tlie king was dead. 
Jpoii which, Antipater, who verily believed his fatlier v. as de- 
eased, grew bold in his discourse, as hoping to be immediately 
id entirely released from his boiuh., and to take the kingdom 
ito lia: bauds, witliout any more ado; so lie discoursed with 
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the jailor about letting him go, and in that case promised him 

S ’eat things, both now and hereafter, as if that were the only 
ing now in question. But the jailor did not only refuse to do 
what Antipater would have him, but informed the king of lus 
intentions, and how many solicitations he had had from him [of 
tthat nature.] Hereupon Herod, who had formerly no affection 
nor good-will towards his son to restrain him, when he heard 
what the jailor said, he cried out, and beat his head, although 
he was at death’s door, and raised himself upon his elbow, and 
sent for some of his guards, and commanded them to kill AntU 
pater without any farther delay, and to do it presently, and to 
bury him in an ignoble manner at Hyrcania. ^ 3 7 ^ 7' 

CHAP. VIII. 

Concerning Herod's deaths and testament^ and hitriaL 

$ 1. A ND now Herod altered his testament upon the altera- 

tion of his mind ; for he appointed Antipas, to whom he had 
before left the kingdom, to be tetrarch of Galilee and Perea, 
and granted the kingdom to Archelaus. I Ic also gave Gaulon- 
itis, and Trachonitis, and Paneas, to Philip, who w^as his son, 
but own brother * to Archelaus, by the name of tctrarchy; 
and bequeathed Jamnia, and Ashdod, and Phasrclis, to Salome 
his sister, with five hundred thousand [drachime] of silver ihnt 
was coined. He also made provision for all the rest of his kind- 
red, by giving them sums of money and annual revenues, and so 
left them all in a wealthy condition. He bequeathed also to 
Capsar ten millions of [drachma?] of coined money, besides botli 
vessels of gold and silver, and garments exceedingly costly, to 
Julia, Ca?sar’s wife ; and to certain others, five millions. When 
he had done these things, he died, the fifth day, after he had 
caused Antipater to be slain ; having reigned, since he had pro- . 
cured Antigonus f to be slain, thirty-four years ; but since lie ; 


* When It is here said, that Philip the tetrarch, and Archelaus the king, or 
ethna^ch, yvn/oit or p^enuine brothers, if those words mean own brotlurs. 

or bum of the same father and mother, there must lie here some mistake; In- 
caus<* they had indeed the same fiuher, Herod, but diflcreiit mothers; the I'f i 
mcr Cleopatra, and Archelaus Maltluicc. They were indeed brought up altogetlnf; 
at Rome, like own brothers; and Philip was Archelaus’ deputy when he uentu; 
have his kingdom confirmed to him at Rome: chap. ix. sect. 5. Of the W’ar, li , 
II. chap. ii. sect. 1. wliich ii)tiin.icy is perhaps all that Josephus intended by tin!: 
words before us. 5 

+ These numbers of years for Herod’s reign, 34, and 37, arc the very same i 
tltose of the War, B. I. chap, xxxiii. sect. 8. and are among the principal ebronfl- 
logical characters belonging to the reign or death of Herod. Siee Harp), of 
Jh-vang, p, 
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had been declared king by the Romans, thirty-seven. A mini 
he was of great barbarity towards all men equally, and a slave 
to his passion ; but above the consideration of what was right : 
yet was he favoured by fortune as much as any man ever was, 
for from a private man he became a king; and though he were 
encompassed with ten thousand dangers, he got clear of them 
nil, and continued his life till a very old age. But then, as to 
the affairs of his family and children, in which indeed, accord- 
ing to- his own opinion, he was also very fortunate, because he 
was able to conquer his enemies, yet, in my opinion, he was 
liorein very unfortunate. 

*L But then Salome and Alexis, before the king^s death was 
made known, dismissed those that were shut up in the hippo- 
drome, and told them that the king ordered them to go away to 
their own lands, and take care of their own affairs, whicli was 
esteemed by the nation a great benefit. And now the king’s 
death was made public, when Salome and Alexis gathered the 
soldiery together in the amphitheatre at Jericlio ; and the first 
thing they did was. they read Herod’s letter, written to the sol- 
diery, thanking them for their fidelity and good-will to him, and 
exhorting them to afford his son Archelaiis, whom he had ap- 
pointed for their king, like fidelity and good-will. After which 
Ptolemy, who had tlie king’s seal entrusted to him, read the 
king’s testament, w hich was to be of force no otherwise tliaii as 
it should stand w'heii Cmsar had inspected it ; so there w as pre- 
sently an acclamation made to Arclielaus, as king, and the sol- 
diers came by bands, and their commanders with them, and 
jiromised ?he same good-will to him, and readiness to serve him, 
which they luid exliibited to Herod ; and they played God to be 
assistant t(^ him. 

a. After this was over, they prepared for his funeral, it being 
Archehms’ care that the procession to his father’s sepulchre 
ihould be very sumptuous. Accordingly he brought out all 
his ornaments to adoi n the pomp of the funeral. The body was 
carried ujion a golden bier, embroidered with very precious 
stones of great variety, and it was covered over with purple, as 
Avell as the body itself: he bad a diadem upon liis head, and 
a))ovc it a crown of gold ; he also had a scejitrc in his right hand. 
About the bier were liis sons and his numerous relations; next 
to these w{i>i the soldiery, distinguished according to their seve- 
ral countries and denominations ; and they were put into the 
followang order : First of all went liis guards; then the band of 
Thracians ; and after them the Germans ; and next the band of 
Galatians ; every one in their habiliments of war ; and behind 
tliese marclied the Avhole army in the same maimer as they used 
to go out to war. and as they used to be put in array by their 

voi.. nj. u -Jit 
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ipuster-masil^rs and centurions ; these were followed by five hun- 
dred of his domestics carrying spices. So they went eight fur- 
longs,* to Herodium ; for there by his own command he was 
to be buried. And thus did Herod end his life. 

4. Now Archelaus paid him so much respect, as to continue 
his mourning till the seventh day ; for so many days are ap- 
pointed for it by the law of our fatliers. And when he had 
given a treat to the multitude, anti left off liis mourning, lie 
went up into the temple 5 lie had also acclamations and. praises 
given him, which way soever he went, every one striving with 
the rest who should appear to use tlic loudest acclamations. So 
lie ascended a high elevation made for him, and took his seat, 
in a throne made of gold, and spoke kindly to the multitude, and 
decltired, with wdiat joy he received their acclamations, and 
the marks of the gootl-will they showed to him ; and returned 
‘‘ them thanks that they did not remember the injuries his 
father had done tliem, to his disadvantage ; and promised them 
‘‘ lie would endeavour not to be behindhand with them in re- 
warding their alacrity in his service, after a suitable manner ; 
but that lie should abstain at present from the name of king, 
** and that he should have the honour of that dignity, if Ca\sar 
should confirm and settle that testament which his father liad 
made ; and that it was on this account, that when the army 
would have put the diadem on him at Jericho, he would not 
accept of that lioiioiir, which is usually so nnich desired, ho- 
cause it was not yet evident that he who was to be principally 
concerned in bestowing it, would give it him ; allhongh, by 
liis acceptance of the government, he should not want the abi- 
lity of rewarding their kindness to him ; and that it should be 
‘‘ his endeavour, as to all things wherein tliey were concerned, 
to prove in every respect better than liis fiither.” Where- 
upon the multitude, as it is usual with them, supjiosed that the 
first days of those that enter upon such governments, declare the 
intentions of those that accept them ; and so by how much Ar- ■ 
chelaus spoke the more gently and civilly to them, by so nnicli : 
did they more higlily commend him, and made application t() i| 
him for the grant of wliat they desired. Some made a clamour | 
that he would case tliem of some of their annual payments; bu!|? 
others desired him to n lease those that were put into prison byS 
Herod, who were many, and had been put there at several;! 
times; others of them required that he would take away those ^ 

• At eight stadia or furlongs a dry, as here, Herod's funeral, conducted to lie* 
rodium, (which lay at the di^iance from Jericho, where he died, of 200 ; 

furlongs; Of the War, 15. I. chap, xrxiii. sect. 9.) must have taken up no less than 
twenty live days# 
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taxes which had been severely laid upon what was publicly sold 
and bought. So Archelaiis contradicted them in nothing, since 
he pretended to do all things so as to get the good-will of the 
multitude to him, as looking upon that good-will to be a great 
step towards the preservation of his government. Hereupon he 
went and offered sacrifice to God, and then betook himself to 
feast with his friends. 


CHAP. IX. 


Henso the people raised a sedition against Archelaiis^ and how he 
sailed to Home. 

^ 1. this time also it was, that some of the Jews got to- 

gether out of a desire of innovation. They lamented Mat- 
tliias, and those that were slain with him by Herod, who had 
not any respect paid them by a funeral mourning, out of the fear 
men were in of that man ; they were those who had been con- 
deinnetl for pulling down the golden eagle. Tl}e j)eo})le made a 
great clamour and lamentation hereupon, and cast out some re- 
proaches against the king also, as if that tended to alleviate the 
miseries of the deceased. The ])e()pie assembled together, and 
desired of Archclaus, that, in way of revenge on theii* account, 
he would inflict punishment on those wdio had been honoured by 
IJeiod: and that, in the first and principal place, he would de- 
[)rive that high priest w hom I lerod had made, and w ould choose 
one more agreeable to the law, and of greater purity, to ofiiciale 
its high })] iest. This w'as granted by Archelaus, although he 
was mightily ofiended at their importunity, because lie proposed 
to himself to go to Rome immediately, to look alter Cmsar's 
iletermination about him. How^ever, he sent the general of his 
forces to use persuasions, and to tell them that the death which 
was inflicted on their friends, was according to the law ; anil to 
represent to them, that their jietition.s about these things were 
carried to a great height of injury to him ; that the time w’^as 
not HOW' firoper for such petitions, but reijuired their unanimity 
until such time as he should be established in the government by 
the consent of Ciesar, and should then be come back to them ; 
for that he would then consult w ith them in conniion concern- 
ing the purport of their petitions, but that they ought at pre- 
sent to be quiet, lest they should seem seditious persons. 

2. So when the king had suggested these things, and instruct- 
ed his general in what he was to say, he sent him away to the 
beoplc; but they made a clamour, and would not give him leavf? 
lo speak, and put him in danger of his life, and as many more 
ifts were desirous to venture upon saying openly any tiling which 
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might reduce them to a sober mind, and prevent their going on 
in their present courses ; because they had more concern to have 
all their own wills performed, than to yield obedience to their 
governors ; thinking it to be a thing insufferable, that, while 
Herod was alive, they should lose those that were the most dear 
to them, and that when he was dead, they could not get the ac- 
tors to be punished. So they went on with their designs alter a 
violent manner ; and thought all to be lawful and right which 
tended to please them, and being unskilful in foreseeing what 
dangers they incurred ; and when they had suspicion of such a 
thing, yet did tlie present pleasure they took in the punishment 
of those they deemed their enemies, overweigh all such consi- 
derations; and although Archelaus sent many to speak to them, 
yet they treated them not as messengers sent by him, but as 
persons that came of their own accord to mitigate their anger, 
and would not let one of them speak. The sedition, also, was 
made by such as were in a great passion ; and it was evident 
tliat they were proceeding fartlier in seditious practices, by the 
multitude’s running so fast upon them. 

3. Now, upon the apjivoach of that feast of unleavened bread, 
which tlio law of their fathers had appointed for the Jews at this 
lime, which feast is called the Passover,* and is a memorial of 
their deliverance out of Egypt, (when they offer sacrifices with 
great alacrity ; and when they are required to slay more sacri- 
fices in number than at any other festival, and when an innu- 
merable multitude came thither out of the country, nay, from 
beyond its limits also, in order to worship God;) the seditious 
lamented Judas and Matthias, those teachers of the laws, and 
kept together in the temple, and had plenty of food, because 
these seditious persons were not ashamed to beg it. And as 
Archelaus was afraid lest some terrible thing should spring up 
by means of these men’s madness, he sent a regiment of armed 
men, and with them a captain of a thousand, to siij)press the vio- 
lent efforts of the seditious, before the whole multitude should 
be infected with the like madness ; and gave them this charge, 
that if they found any much more openly seditious than others, 
and more busy in tumultuous practices, they should bring them 
to him. But those that were seditious on account of those 
teachers of the law, irritated the people by the noise and cla- 
mours they used to encourage* the people in their designs ; so 
they made an assault u})C!i the soldiers, and came up to them, 
and stoned the greatest fiartof them, although some of them ran 
away wounded, and their captain among them ; and when they 

• This Passover, when the sedition here mentioned was moved against Arclie- 
]ans, was not une, hut thii'.cen months after the eclipse of the moon already men- 
tioned. 
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bad thus done, they returned to the sacrifices which w^ere already 
n their hands. Now' Archelaus thought there was no way to 
)reserve the entire government, but by culling off those who 
iiade this attempt upon it; so he sent out the whole army upon 
:hein, and sent the horsemen to prevent those that had their 
;ents without the temple, from assisting those tliat were within 
Jie temple, and to kill such as ran away from the Ibotmen 
kvhen they thouglit themselves out of danger, which horsemen 
dew three thousand men, while the rest went to the neighbour- 
ing mountains. Then did Archelaus order proclamation to be 
nade to them all, that they should retire to their own homes; 
so they went away, iind left the festival out of fear of some- 
what worse which would 1‘ollow', although they had been so 
:)oId by reason of their w^ant of instruction. 8o Archelaus w^nt 
lown to the sea with his mother, and took w ith him Nicolaus 
Euul Ptolemy, and many others of his friends, and left Philip, his 
brother, as governor of all things belonging both to his own fa- 
uily, and to the public. There w ent out also with him Salome, 
Herod’s sister, who took w ith her Iter children, and many of her 
kindred were with her; which kindred of hers went, as they 
u’etended, to assist Archelaus in gaining the kingdom, but in 
reality to oppose him, and chiefly to make loud complaints of 
what he had done in the temple. But Sabinus, Ca'sar’s stew ard 
Syrian aflairs, as he was making haste into Judea, to pre- 
serve Herod’s effects, met with Archelaus at Caesarea ; but Va- 
fUH (})resi(lent of Syria) came at that time and restrained him 
from meddling w ith them, for he w'as tliere as sent for by Ar- 
phelaus, by the means of Ptolemy. And Sabiims, out of l e- 
jjard to Varus, <lid neither seize iij)on any of the castles that 
ere among the Jews, nor did he seal uj) the treasures in them, 
ut pei inilted Archelaus to have them, until Cmsar should dc- 
:lai’e his resolution about them; so that, u})on ibis liis ])roiuise, 
e tarried still at Ca\sarea. But after Archelaus was sailed for 
oinc, and Varus was removed to Antioch, Sabinus went to 
erusalem, and seized on the king’s palace. He also sent lor the 
eepers of the garrisons, and lor all those that had the charge 
if Herod’s eifeets, and declared publicly, that he should re(]uire 
hem to give an account ol' wliat they had : and he disposed of 
le castles in the manner lie pleased; but those who kept them 
id not neglect what Archelaus hud given them in command, 
!Ut continued to keep all things in the manner that had been 
ijoined them ; and their pretence \,as, tliat they kept tliein all 
T Ca'sar. 

4. At the same time, also, did Aiuijias, another of Herod’s sons, 
il to Home, in order to gain the government : being buoyed 
by iSiiloine with jiromises, that he should take that govern- 
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inent ; and that he was a much honester and fitter man than Ar- 
chelaus for that authority ; since Herod had, in his former tes- 
tament, deemed him the worthiest to be made king, which ought 
to be esteemed more valid than his latter testament. Antipas 
also brought with him his mother, and Ptolemy the brother ot 
Nicolaus, one that had been Herod’s most honoured friend, and 
was now zealous for Antipas : but it w^as Ireneus the orator, 
and one who, on account of his reputation for sagacity, was en- 
trusted with the affairs of the kingdom, who most of all encou- 
raged him to attempt to gain the kingdom ; by whose means it 
was, that when some advised him to yield to Archclaiis, as to 
liis elder brother, and who had been declared king by their fa- 
ther’s last will, he would not submit so to do. And wdien he 
was come to Rome, all his relations revolted to him : not out of 
their good-will to him, but out of their hatred to Archelaus ; 
though indeed they were most of all desirous of gaining their 
liberty, and to be j)ut under a Roman governor ; but if there 
were too great an opposition made to that, they thought Antipas 
preferable to Archelaus, and so joined with him, in order to 
procure the kingdom for him. ISabinus also, by letters, accus- 
ed Archelaus to Caesar. 

5. Now, when Archelaus had sent in his papers to Cmsar, 
wherein he pleaded his right to the kingdom, and his father’s 
testament, witli the accounts of Herod’s money, and with Pto- 
lemy, who brought Herod’s seal, lie so cx|:)ected the event; but 
wlien Caesar had read these j)apers, and V’arus’ and Sabin us’ 
letters, with the account of the money, and w hat were the an- 
nual incomes of the kingdom, and understood that Antipas had 
also sent letters to lay claim to the kingdom, lie summoned his 
friends together, to know’ their o[)irjions, and w ith them Cains, 
the son of Agrippa, and of Julia his daugliter, whom he had 
adopted, and took him and made him sit first of all, and desired 
such as pleased to speak their minds about the affairs now be- 
fore them. Now Antipater, Salome’s son, a very subtle orator, 
and a bitter enemy to Archelaus, spoke first to this purpose: 
That it w^as ridiculous in Arclielaus to plead now to have the 
kingdom given him, sinct? lie ha<l in reality taken already 
the power over it to himself, before Ca'sar had granted it to 
him : and appealed to those boJd actions of his, in destroying 
so many at the Jewish festival, and, if the men have acted un- 
justly, it was but fit the punishing of them should have been 
reserved to those that were out of the country, but had the 
“ power to punish them and not been executed by a man that, 
“ if he pretended to be a king, he did an injury to Ctesar, by 
iisuqfirig that authority before it was determined for him by 
C^Bsar, but, if he owned liimself to be a private pcrsoiii hi* 
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“ case was much worse, since he who vvns putting in ibr the 
kingdom, could by no means expect to have that power 
<< granted him, of which he had already deprived Caesar [bj 
taking it to himself.] He also touched sharply upon him, 
and appealed to his changing the commanders in the army, 

“ and his sitting in the royal throne beforehand, and his deter- 
“ mination of law suits; all done as if* he were no other than a 
“ king. He appealed also to his concessions to those that peti- 
“ tioned him on a public account, and indeed doing such things, 

“ than which he could devise no greater if he had been already 
“ settled in the kingdom by Caesar. He also ascribed to him 
“ the releasing of the prisoners that were in the Hippodrome, 
and many other things, that eitlua' had been certainly done 
by him, or were believed to be done, and easily might be be- 
“ lieved to have been done, because they were of such a nature, 
as to be usually done by young men, and by such as, out of 
“ a desire of ruling, seize upon the government too soon. He 
also charged him with the neglect of tlie funeral mourning for 
his father, and with having merry meetings the very night 
“ in which he died ; and that it was thence the multitude took 
the handle of raising a tumult; and if Archelaiis could thus 
“ requite his dead lather, who had bestowed such benefits upon 
‘‘ him, and bequeathed such great things to him, by pretending 
to shed tears for him in the davtime, like an actor on the 
stage, l)ut every night making mirth for having gotten the 
“ government, he would appear to be the same Archelaus with 
regard to Cavsar, if he granted him the kingdom, which he 
‘‘ hath been to his lather : since lie liad then dancing and sing- 
ing, as though an enemy of his were fallen, and not as though 
'■* a man were carried to liis funeral, that was so nearly related, 
and had been so great a benefactor to him. But he said that 
“ the greatest crime of all was this, that he came now before 
‘‘ CiEsar to obtain the government by his grant, while he had be- 
“ fore acted in all things as he could have acted if Cmsar him- 
“ self, who ruletl all, had fixed him firmly in the government. 

And what he most aggravated in his pleading, was the slaugh- 
“ ter of those about the temple, and the impiety of it, as done 
“ at the festival; and how they were slain like sacrifices them- 
selves, some of whom were foreigners, and others of their 
own country, till the temple was full of dead bodies : and all 
“ this was done, not by an alien, but by one who pretended to 
‘‘ the lawful title of a king, that he might complete the wicked 
“ tyranny which his nature prompted him to, and which is 
“ hated by all men. On which account his father never so 
“ much as dreamed of making him his successor in the king- 
“ dom, when he was of a sound mind, because he knew his dis- 
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position ; and in his former and more authentic testament, ho 
appointed liis antagonist Antipas to succeed ; but that Arche- 
laus was called by his father to that dignity, when he was in 
“ a dying condition, both of body and mind, while Antipas was 
“ called when he was ripest in his judgment, and of such strength 
** of body as made him capable of managing his own affairs, 
‘‘ and if his father had the like notion of him formerly that he 
hath now showed, yet hath he given a sufficient specimen wffiat 
a king he is likely to be, when he hath [in effect] deprived 
Caesar of that power of disposing of the kingdom, which ho 
“ justly hath, anti hath not abstained from making a terrible 
“ slaughter of his fellow-citizens in the temple, w hile he was but 
“ a private person.” 

6. So when Antipater had made this speech, and had confirm- 
ed what he had said by producing many witnesses from among 
Archclaus’ own relations, he made an end of his pleading. Up- 
on which Nicolaus arose up to plead for Archelaus, and said, 
“ That what had been done at the temple w’as rather to be at- 
“ tributed to the mind of those that had been killed, than to tlu^ 
“ authority of Archelaus; for that those who were the authors 
‘‘ of such thiijgs, are not only wicked in tlie injuries they do of 
“ themselves, but in forcing sober persons to avenge themselves 
‘‘ upon them. Now', it is evident, that what these did in way 
of opposition was done under pretence, indeed, against Arclie- 
‘‘ laus, but in reality against Caesar himself, for they, after an in- 
‘‘ jurious manner, attacked and skwv those who were sent by Ar- 
“ chelaus, and w ho came only to put a stop to their doings. 

They had no regard, either to God or to the festival, whom 
“ Aiitipater yet is not ashamed to patronize, whether it be out 
“ of his indulgence of an enmity to Archelaus, or out of liis 
hatred of virtue and justice. For as to those who begin such 
“ tumults, and first set about such unrighteous actions, they arc 
the men w'ho force those that punish them, to betake tlicin- 
“ .selves to arms even against their will. So that Aiitipater in 
effect ascribes the rest of what was done to all those who wore 
‘‘ of counsel to the accusers, for nothing which is here accused 
of injustice has been done, but what was derived from them 
as its authors; nor are those things evil in themselves, but so 
represented only in order to do liarm to Archelaus. Sucli 
“ are these men’s inclinations to do an injury to a man that is ol 
their kindred, their father’s benefactor, and familiarly ac- 
‘‘ quainted with them, and th^i hath ever lived in friendsliip 
with them ; for that, as to this testament, it w'as made by the 
‘‘ king when he was of a sound mind, and .so ought to be of more 
authority tJian his former testament ; and that for this reason, 
because Cav»ar is tfierein left to be the judge and disposer ot 
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all therein contained; and for Csesar he will not, to be sure, 
at all imitate the unjust proceedings of those men, who dur- 
« ing Herod’s whole life, had on all occasions been joint partak- 
ers of powder with him, and yet do zealously endeavour to 
injure his determination; while they have not themselves had 
“ the same regard to their kinsmen, [whicli Archelaus had.] 
Cajsar will not tlierefore disannul the testament of a man 
wliom he had entirely suj^ported, of his friend and confede- 
rate, and that which is committed to liiin in trust to ratily : 
nor will Cavsar’s virtuous and upright disposition, which is 
‘‘ known and uncontested through all the habitable world, imi- 
“ tate the wickedness of these men in condemning a king as a 
mailman, and as having lost his reason, while he hath beijiicath- 
“ ed tlie succession to a good son of his, and to one who flies 
to Cmsar’s upright determination for refuge. Nor can He- 
‘‘ rod at any time have been mistaken in his judgment about a 
‘‘ successor, while he showed so much prudence as to submit all 
‘‘ to Caesar’s determination.” 

7 . Now when Nicolaus had laid these things before Cecsar, lie 
ended his plea; whereupon Cmsar was so obliging to Arche- 
iiuis, that he raised him up when he had cast himself down at his 
feet, and said, that he well deserved the kingdom and he 
soon let them know, that he was so far moved in his favour, 
iliat he would not act otherwise than his father’s testament di- 
rected, and than was for the advantage of Archelaus. How- 
ever, while he gave this encouragement to Archelaus to de- 
pend on him securely, he made no full determination about 
him; and, when the assembly was broken uj), he considered by 
himself, whether he should confirm the kingdom to Archelaus, 
or whetlier he should [lart it among all Herod’s posterity; and 
this because they all stood in need of much assistance to support 
them. 


CHAP. X. 

A sedition of the Je'ivs against Sabinus ; and /mte? P ams brought 
the authors oj it to punishment, 

§ 1. l^UT before these things could be brought to a settle- 

ment, Malthace, Archelaus’ mother, fell into a distem})er, 
and (lied of it; and letters came Iroin Varus, the president of 
%ria, whicli informed Cmsar of the revolt of the Jews ; for, af- 
ter Archelaus was sailed, the wliole nation was in a tumult. So 
Varus, siuc*e he was there himself, brought the authors of the 
disturbance to punishment; and when lie had restrained them for 
the most })art from this sedition, which was a great one, he took 
VOL. III. F 29 
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his journey to Antioch, leaving one legion of his army at Jeru- 
salem to keep the Jews (|iiiet, who were now very fond of inno- 
vation. Yet did not this at all avail to put an end to tliat their 
sedition; for after Varus was gone away, Sabiniis, Ca'sar’s pro- 
curator, staid behind, and greatly distressed the Jews, relying on 
the forces that were left tliere, that they would by their multi- 
tude protect him : for he made use of them, arul armed tliem as 
his guards, thereby so oppressing the Jews, and giving them so 
great disturbance, that at length they rebelled; for lie used force 
in seizing the citadels, and zealously ))ressed on tlie search af- 
ter the king’s money, in order to sieze upon it by Ibrce, on 
account of his love of gain, and his extraordinary covetousness. 

2. But on the approach of Pentecost, which is a festival of ours, 
so called from the days of our forefathers, a great many tentiiou- 
sands of men got together; nor did they come only to celebrate 
the festival, but out of their indignation at the madness of ISabi- 
nus, and at the injuries he offered them. A great number there 
was of Galileans, and Idumeans, and many men from .ha icho, 
and others who had jiassed over the river Jordan, and inhabited 
those parts. This whole multitude joined tlieinselves to all the 
rest, and were more zealous than the others in making an assault 
on Sabinus, in order to be avenged on him ; so they parletl them- 
selves into three bands, and encamped themselves in tlie })laces 
following: some of them seized upon the 1 Ii])podr()mc, and of the 
otlier two bands, one jiitched themselves from the northern jiart 
of the temple to the southern, on the east quai ter; but the third 
band held the western part of the city, where the king’s palacr 
was. Their work tended entirely to besiege the Uoinans, and 
to inclose them on all sides. Now, Sabinus was afraid of these 
men’s number, and of their resolution, who had little regard to 
their lives, but were very desirous not to be overcome, while 
they thought it a point of puissance to overcome their enemies; 
so he sent immediately a letter to Varus, and, as he used to do, 
was very ])ressing with him, and entreated him to couk* (juickly 
to his assistance; because the forceps he had left were in immiuejil 
danger, and would probably, in no long time, be seized upon, and 
cut to piece's; while he did himself get up to the highest tower 
of the fort’ess Phasa*lus, whieli had been built in honour of Pha- 
stclus, king I lerod’s brother, and called so whi'u the Parti liaib 
had brought him to his death. So Sabinus gave thence a signal 
to the Homans to fall upon tlie Jews, although lie did not him- 
self venture so much as to com^^ down to his 1‘riends, and thougld 
he might expect that llie others should expose themselves first to 
die on account ot his avarice. However, the Uoinans venturcil 


• See Antiij. ii. X\’J. ih \iii ?ect. 10. ami rf the Wtir, IJ, II. il«. xii. -ti’t* 
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to make a sally out of the place, aiul a terrible battle ensued ; 
ivlierein, though it is true the Romans beat their adversaries, 
yet were not the Jews daunted in their resolutions, even when 
tJiey had the sight of that terrible slaughter that was made of 
them, but they went round about, and got n{)on those cloisters, 
which encompassed the outer court of the temj)le, where a great 
light was still continued, and they cast stones at the Romans, 
partly with their hands and partly with slings, as being much 
used to those exercises. All the archers also in array did the 
Homans a great deal of mischief ; because they used their hands 
dexterously from a place superior to the others, and because the 
others were at an utter loss what to do ; for when they tried to 
shoot their arrows against the Jews ii})wards, these arrows could 
not reach them, insomuch that the Jews were easily too hard for 
tbeir enemies. And this sort of light lasted a great while, till at 
last the Romans, who were greatly distressed by what was done, 
set lire to the cloisters so privately, that those who were gotten 
upon them did not perceive it. This fire * being fed by a great 
deal of combubtible matter, caught hold immediately on the 
roof of the cloisters; so the wood, which was full of })itch and 
wax, and whose gold was laid on it with wax, yielded to the 
llame jireseiitly, and those vast works which w^ere of the highest 
value and esteem, w ere destroyed utterly, while those that were 
on the roof unex})ectt‘dly perished at the same time ; for, as the 
roof lumbled down, some ol* these men tumbled down with it, 
and others of them were killed by their enemies who encompassed 
them. There was a great number more, w ho, out of despair 
of saving their lives, and out of astonishment at the misery that 
smroundetl them, did either cast lliemselves into the fire, or 
threw themselves upon tlieir ow n swords, and so got out ol their 
misery. Rut as to those that retired behind the same way by 
which they ascended, and thereby escaped, they were all killed 
by the Romans, as being unarmed men, and their courage tail- 
ing them; their wild fury being now^ not able to help them, be- 
cause they were destitute of armour; insomuch that, of those 
that w ent u}) to the to}) of the roof, not one esca})ed. The lu)> 
mans also ruslud through tiie lire, wdiere it gave them room so 
to do, and seized on that treasure w here the sacred money was 
re})osited ; a great })art of which was stolen by the soldiers, and 
Sabinus got openly four hundred talents. 

3. But this calamity oft he Jews’ friends, who iell in this battle, 
grieved them, as didalsothis })hnuleringof the money dedicated to 


• These jip'cat devastations made ;d) 0 \it the lemide here, and of the War, l». ! 1, 
Ok iii. sect. a. seem not to have been fidly re e«liUed in tin* days i>l Nero ; till wliose 
tone there were lS,00r) workmen eontim»a!ly cinployed in rehnildnij' and repaun-; 
diat. temple, as Josephus inCorm- u‘, Ant'«|. It NX. ti’. iX, sect. 7. lu’p the uele on 
d) il place. 
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God in tlie temple. Accordingly, that body of them which con- 
tinued best together, and was the most warlike, encompassed the 
palace, and threatened to set lire to it, and kill all that were in it. 
Yet still they commanded them to go out presently, and promis- 
ed, that if they would do so, they woukl not hurt thjin, nor 
Sabiiuis neither ; at which time the greatest part of the king’s 
troops deserted to them, while Rufus and Grains, who had three 
thousand of the most warlike of Herod’s army with them, who 
were men of active bodies, went over to the Romans. There 
was also a band of horsemen under the command of Rufus, which 
itself went over to the Romans also. However, the Jews went 
on with the siege, and dug mines under the palace walls, and 
besought those that were gone over to the other side, not to be 
their liinderance, now they had such a proper opportunitj^ for the 
recovery of their country’s ancient liberty; and for Sabinus, 
truly lie was d(.*sirous of going away with his sokliers, but was 
not able to trust himself with the enemy, on account of what 
mischief he had already done them ; and he took this great [pre- 
tended] lenity of theirs for an argument why he should not com- 
ply with them : and so, because he expected that Varus was 
coming, he still bore the siege. 

4. Now, at this time there were ten thousand other disorders 
in Judea, which were like tumults; because a great number jmt 
themselves into a warlikii posture, either out of hoiies ol* gain to 
themselves, or out of enmity to the Jews. In jiarticular, two 
thousand of Herod’s old sokliers, who had been already disband- 
ed, got together in Jndea itself and fought against the king’s 
troops; although Achiabus, Herod’s iirst cousin, opposed them; 
but as he was driven out of the plains into the mountainous parts, 
by the mililary skill of those men; he kept himself in the tlijl- 
nesses that were there, and saved what he could. 

5. There was also Judas, * the son of that Iv/ekias wlio had 
been head of the robbers ; which E/ekias was a very strong man, 
and had witli great tlilKculty been caught by I JerocL "i hi^ 
Judas having gotten together a mullilude of men of a prolligatc 

• Unless this Judiis, ihe son ot' Exekias, be llie same with that Tlieiidas incntioiKd. 
Acts V. SG. Josejjlio-. must have oi ifted him; lur lii.it, other I'ljeudas, wljoin In' 
atterwards mentioned under Fadiis the Itoman go\t rn >»■, 15. X\. eliap. v. t,eet. I. 
is much too late to C(»rrespond to hnn that is inenticno 1 in the Acts. 'Fhe naint ' 
Tht'ud'iSi 77/^/U( />.s, and yi/du.f, dilicr out liille. .See A!i|). Usher’s Annals at A* iM. 
^.iX)U However, since .Joseplms does not pretend m re. kwii up tlie heads of all ili< 
ten thousand disorders in Juclea, which hi tells us wire then abroad ; see sict. I. ainl 
8. the 1 heud/as of the Acts might Ik at he head of one of those? seditions, thougli 
not particularly named by him. i hi’s he nforins us here, sect. O’, and of the War, 1). 
11. chap. ir. sect. 2. thai certain of the si blious came and burnt the royal pal.ice at 
Amathus, or I5etliraniphia, upon the Jordan. Pcrliaps their leader, who is nut 
named by Josephus, might he tins Tiieuda 
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character about Sepphoris in Galilee, made an assault upon the 
palace [there,] and seized upon all the weapons that were laid 
up iii it, and with them armed every one of those that were with 
him, and carried away what money was left there : and he be- 
came terrible to all men, by tearing and rending those that came 
near him ; and all this in order to raise himself, and out of an 
ambitious desire of the royal dignity ; and he hoped to obtain 
that as the reward not of his virtuous skill in war, but of his 
extravagance in doing injuries. 

6 , There was also Simon, who had been a slave of Herod the 
king, blit in other respects a comely person, of a tall and robust 
body; he was one tliat was much superior to others of his order, 
and had had great things committed to his care. This man was 
elevated at the disorderly state of things, and was so bold as to 
put a diadem on his head, while a certain number of the people 
stooil by him, and by them he was declared to be a king, and 
thought himself more worthy of that dignity than any one else, 
lie burnt down tlie royal palace at Jericho, and jdundered wdiat 
was lelt in it. He also set fire to many other of the king’s houses 
in several plac(‘s of the country, and utterly destroyeil them, 
and permitted those that were with him to take what was left 
in them for a prey ; and he would have done greater things, 
unless car(j had been taken to repress him immediately ; for 
eiratus, when he had joined himself to some Homan soldiers, 
took the I'orces he had with him, and met Simon, and after a 
great and a long light, no small part of tliose that came from 
i^crea, who were a disordered body of men, and fought rather 
in aholil than in a skilfid manner, were destroyed ; and althongli 
Simon laid saved himself by flying away through a certain valley, 
yet (iratus overtook him, and cut off his head. The royal 
palace also, at Amatlnis, by the river Jordan, was burnt down 
by a pailv of men that were got together, as were those belong- 
ing to Simon. And thus did a great and wild fury spread itself 
over the* nation, because they had no king to kee}) the multitude 
in good oriler, and because those foreigners, wlio came to re- 
duce the seditious to sobriety, diil, on the contrary, set them 
more in a flame, because of the injuries they oHered them, and 
the avaricious management of their allairs. 

7. At this time also Athronges, a person neither eminent by the 
dignity of Ins progenitors, nor for any great wealth he was pos- 
sessed ot, but one that had in ail respects been a slu‘})herd only, 
and was not know n by any body ; yet because he w as a tall man, 
and excelled others in the stren<xth of his hands, he was so bold 
as to set lip lor king. This man tliought it so swet‘t a thing to 
do more than ordinary injuries to others, that although he should 
be killed, he did nut miieh care if lost his life in so great a de- 
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sign. He had also lour brethren, who were tall men themselves, 
and were believed to be superior to others in the strength of their 
hands, and thereby were encouraged to aim at great things, and 
thought tliat strength of theirs would supjiort them in retaining 
the kingdom. Each of tliese ruled over a band of men of their 
own : for those that got togetlier to tlicm were very numerous. 
They were every one oF tluan also commanders; but, when they 
came to fight, they were subordinate to him, and fought for liim, 
wliile he put a diadem about his head, and assembled a council 
to debate about what things should be done, and all things were 
done according to his pleasure. And this man retained his 
power a great while ; he was also called king, and had nothing 
to hinder him Irom doing what he pleased. He also, as well as 
liis bretliren, slew a great many both of the Romans and of the 
king’s forces, and managed matters with the like hatred to each 
of them. The king’s forces they tell upon, because of the li- 
centious conduct they had been allowed under Herod’s govern- 
ment, and they fell upon the Romans, because of the injurie.s 
they had so lately received from them. But in process of time, 
they grew more cruel to all sorts of men, nor could any one 
csca})e from one or other of those si*ditions, since they slew souk* 
out of the hopes of gain, and others from a mere custom of slav- 
ing men. They once attacked a company of Romans at Emma us, 
who were bringing corn and weapons to the army, and fell upon 
Ariiis, the centurion, wlio commanded the company, juid shot 
forty of the best of liis foot- sold iers ; but the rest of them were 
alFr ighted at their slaughter, and left their dead bi'ljind them, 
but saved themselves by the means of (iratus, who eame wiili 
the king’s troops that were about Iiim to tluar assistanee. Now, 
these l()ur brethren continued tin* war a long while by such sort 
of expeditions, and inueh grieved the Romans ; but did their 
own nation also a great deal of mischiel’. Yet were they after- 
wards sulalucd ; oik* of them in a fight with (iratus, another 
with Ptolemy; Archelaus also took the eldest of them juisoner, 
while the last of them was so dejected, at the others jni.sl()rtuiie. 
and saw so plainly that he had no way now left to save himsell, 
his army being worn awav with sickness and continual labours 
that he also di'livered hiniMdf no to Archelaus, upon liisproiniM 
and oath to (hod [to j)reseive his life.] But these things caino 
to pass a good while alterward. 

8. And now .ludea wa> liill of robberies : and, as the sevenil 
coinpaiiii's ol’ tlie s(*(litious upon any one to h(*a(l thi'in, in 

was created a king iminediatelv, in order to do mischief to the 
]aablic. They weri* in small ineasun; indeed, and in simui 
mat UTS, hurtful to the Romans; but tin; murders they conunit" 
ted upon tluar own [)eople lasted a long while. 
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9, As soon as Varus was once informed of the state of Judea 
by Sabinus’ writing to him, lie was afraid for tlie legion he had 
left there ; so he took the two otlicr legions, (for there were 
three legions in all belonging to Syria,) and lour troojis of horse- 
men, with the several auxiliary forces which cither the kings or 
certain of the tetrarchs allbrded him, and made what haste he 
could to assist those that were the'i besieged in Judea, He also 
gave order, that all that were sent out for this expedition, should 
make haste to Piolemais. The clti/ens of Berytus also gave him 
1500 auxiliaries, as he jiassed through their city. Aretas also, 
the king of Arabia Betrea, out of his hatred to Herod, and in 
order to purchase the favour of the Romans, sent him no small 
assistance, besides their footmen andhorsemeii; and, when hehad 
now coll(‘cted all his forces together, he connnitted part of them 
to his son, and to a friend of his, and sent them upon an exjie- 
dition into (hdilee, which lies in the neighbourhood of Btole- 
inais ; who made an attack u|)on the enemy, and put them to 
fliglit, and took iSejiplioris, and made its inhabitants slaves, and 
burnt the city. But \'arus himself pursued his inarch for Sa- 
maria with his whole army : yet did not he meddle w ith the city 
of that name, because it had not at all joined with the sedi- 
tious; but pitched his camp at a certain village that lielonged to 
Btolemy, whose name was Arus, which the Arabians burnt, out 
of their hatred to Herod, and out of the enmity they bore to his 
Iriemls ; whence they inarched to another village, whose name 
was Sampho, w Inch the Arabians plundered and burnt, although 
it was a foMified and a strong jdace ; and all along this march 
nothing escaped them, but all places were full of fire and of 
slaughter. Kmniaus was also burnt by Varus’ order, after its 
inhabilants had deserted it, tliat he might avenge those that had 
there been destroyed. From thence he lunv marched iv, Jeru- 
sakni ; wliereujion those Jews whose camp lay there, and who 
had besieged the Roman legion, iu)w' heaving the coming of this 
army, left the siege impel feet; but as to the Jerusalem Jews, 
wlien A'arus reproached them bittmly lor what had been done, 
they cleareil themselves of tlie accusation, and allcgetl, that the 
conllux of the peojde was occasioned by the feast; that the war 
was not made with their approbation, but the rashness of the 
strangers, w'iiile they were on the side ot‘ the Romans, and be- 
sieged together witli them, rather than having any inclination to 
besiege them. JJiere also can e belbrehand to meet Varus, Jo- 
seph, the cousiii-gennaii of king Heroil, as also Ciratus and Ru- 
fus, who brought their soldiers along w itli them, together w ith 
those Romans who had been besiegt‘d: but Sabimis did not come 
into Varus’ presence, but stole oui of the city privately, and 
went to the seaside. 
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10. Upon this Varus sent a part of liis army into the country, 
to seek out those that liad been the autliors of the revolt; and 
when they vvere discovered, he piinislied some of them that were 
most guilty, and some he dismissed • now the number of those 
that were crucified on this account were two thousand. After 
which he disbanded his army, whicli lie Ibund nowise useful to 
him in the affairs he came about; for they behaved themselves 
very disorderly, aiul disobeyed his orders, and what Varus de- 
sired them to do, and this out of regard to that gain which they 
made by the mischief they did. As for himself, when he was 
informed that ten thousand Jews had gotten together, he made 
haste to catch them ; but they did not })roceed so ilir as to fight 
him, but, by the advice of Achiabus, thev came together, and 
delivered themselves up to him : hereupon V ariis forgave the 
crime of revolting to the multitude, but sent their several com- 
manders to Caesar; many of them Casar dismissed: but for the 
several relations of Herod who had been among these men in this 
war, they were the only persons whom he punished, who, with- 
out the least regard to justice, tbiight against their own kindred. 

CHAP. XL 

dn embassage of the Je'uos to Ceesar^ caul hoxv Caesar confirmed 
HeroeCs testament, 

$ 1. So when Varus had settled these allairs, and had placed 

the former legion at Jerusalem, he returned back to Antioch: 
hut as for Archclaus, he had new' sources of trouble come upon 
liim at lioiue. on the occasions following: for an embassage of 
the Jews was come to Rome, Varus having permitted the uaticni 
to send it, that they might petition for the liberty of living by 
their own laws.* Now, the number ol the ambassadors that 
were sent by the authority of the nation was filty, to which tiny 
joined above eight thousand of the Jevvs that were at Rome 
already. Hereupon Caesar assembleil his friends, and the chief 
men among the Romans, in the temple of A})ollo,f which he 
had built at a vast charge; whether the ambassadors came, and 
a multitude of the Jews that were there already, came with 
them, as did also Archelaus and his friends ; but as for tl)e 
several kinsmen which Ardieiaus had, they would not join 
tliemselves wdih him out of their hatred to him ; and yet tiny 
thought it too gross a thing for them to assist the ambassadors 
[against him,] as supposing it would be a disgrace to them m 


• Sceofthf Wsir, H. II. th ii. sett, 7 ). 
f See the no'c ••S the War, IJ. If. ch. m‘. seel 1 
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CVrsar’s opinion to think of tluis acting in opposition to a man c)f 
heir own kindred.* Philip also was come hither out of Syria, 
_)y the persuasion of Varus, with this principal intention to as- 
iist his brother [Archelaus;] for Varus was his gi’eat friend: 
)ut still so, that if there should any change happen in the form 
)f govcinment (which Varus suspected there would,) and if 
niy distribution should be made on account of the number that 
lesircd the liberty of living by their own laws, that he might 
lot be disappointed, but miglit have his share in it. 

2. Now upon the liberty that was given to the Jewish am- 
)assadors to speak, they who ho])ed to obtain a dissolution of 
ivingly government betook themselves to accuse Herod of his 
iiiicjuities; and they declared, That he was indeed in name a 
king, but tliat he had taken to himself that unconlrollable aii- 
thority whicli tyrants exercise over their subjects, and had 
‘ made use of that authority for the destruction of the Jews, and 
did not abstain from making many innovations among them, 
‘‘ besides, according to his own inclinations ; and that whereas 
tlieic were a great many who perished by tliat destruction he 
“ brought upon them, so many indeed as no other history relates, 
lliey that survived were far more miserable than those that suf- 
“ lered under him : not only by the anxiety they were in from his 
looks and disposition towards them, but from the danger their 
estates were in of being taken away by him. That lie did 
'• never leave olf adorning these cities that lay in their neigh- 
‘‘ boiirliood, but were inhabited by foi’eigiiers ; but so tliat the 
cities belonging to bis own government were ruineil, and nt- 
‘Merly destroyed : that whereas, wluai be took the kingdom, 
“ it was in an extraordinary nourishing condition, he had Idled 
“the nation with the utmost degree of poverty; and when, up- 
“ on unjust pretences, he liad slain any of the nobilitv, he took 
“ away their estate's; and when he permitted any of them to 
live, he eoiulemned them to the forfeiture of what they j)os- 
‘‘ sessed. And, besides the annual iinpositieiis wliich lie laid 
‘‘ upon every one of them, they were to make liberal presciils 
‘ to himself, to Ids domestics and friends, and to such of his 
slaves as were vouelisafeil tlic favour of being his tax-gather- 
‘‘ ers; because there was no way of obtaiidug a freedom i’roin 
unjust violence, without giving either gold or silver for it. 
That they would say nothing of the corruption of the chastity 
of their virgins, and the reproach laid on their wives for in- 
contiiiency, and those things acted after an insolent and in- 
human manner; because it was not a smaller pleasure to the 
sufferers to have such things concealed than it would have 

I * lit* was tt'lraicli afterward, 
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** been to liave suffered them. That Ilcrod had ])ut sue! 
abuses upon them as a wild beast would uot have put on them 
it‘ he liad power given him to rub over us ; and that althougl 
their nation had })assed through many subversions and altei ib 
tions ol‘ government, their history gave no account of any ca- 
“ laniity they had ever been under, that could be compared witli 
“ tills which Herod liad brought upon ihcir nation; that it was 
“ for this reason, that they tliought they might justly and gladly 
‘‘ salute Archelaus as king, upon this sujiposition, that whoso- 
“ ever should be set over their kingdom, he would appear more 
mild to them than Herod liad been; and that they had joined 
“ with him in the mourning for his father, in ortler to gratily 
liim, and were ready to oblige him in other points also, if they 
could meet with any degree of moderation from him : but 
‘‘ that he seemed to be afraid lest lie should not be deemed 
“ Herod’s own son ; and so, without any delay, he immediate- 
ly let the nation understand his meaning, and this before his 
‘‘ dominion was well established, since the power ol‘ disposing of 
“ it belonged to Cmsar, wJio could cither give it to him or iu)i, 
as he pleased. That he had given a specimen of his futiiu' 
virtue to his subjects, and with what kind of niodenilion and 
“ good administration he would govern tluun, by tliat liis first ar- 
‘‘ tion which concerned them, his own citizens, and (iod hims(‘!l' 
also, when he made tlie slaughter of three thousand ofhis ov n 
countrymen at the temple. How, then, could they avoid tb’ 
just luitred of him, who to the rest ofhis barbarity, had add- 
ed this as one of our crimes, that we liave opposed and con- 
‘‘ ti’adicted liim in tlic exercise ofhis authority ?” Mow, the main 
thing they desired was this, ‘‘ That they might be delivered from 
‘‘ kingly* and the like forms of government, and might be add- 
ed to Syria, and be put under the autliority of siicli jiresideiin 
of theirs as should be sent to them; for that it would then ly 
be made evident, wliether they be really a seditious j)cople, , 
“ and generally fond of innovations, or whether tliey wouM 


* If any one compare that divine prediction concerning the tyrannical pn\ur 
which Jewish kings would exercise over them, if tiny wouhl be so fooli h as to pu- 
fer it before their ancient theocracy or aristocracy, 1 Sam. viii. 1—22. Amiq. U- f 
ch. iv. sect. 4. he will soon fintl that it was siiper-al)nndantly fulfilled in the 
Herod, and that to such a degree, that the nation now at last seem sorely to rejKt!! 
of such their ancient choice, in epposition to God’s better choice for them, and bail 
much rather be subject to even a Pngan Koman goverjmunt, and ibeir deputies 
than to be longer under the oppression of the family of Herod ; which request 
theirs Augustu , did not now grant them, but did it for the one- half of that nation, 
i n a few years afterward, upon fresh complaints made by the Jews against Aitl'<> 
laus, who, under the more humble name of an ctlmarch, which Augustus onijj 
would now allow him, soon took upon him the insolence atid tyrani^y of his fatin' ' 
king Herod, as the remaitiing pari of this hook will inform us, and p.iriiculy*')^ 
ch ip, xiii, Mti, 2. j 
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live in ail onlerly manner, if they might have govcniurs of 
t any sort of moderation set over them/' 

Now, when the Jews liad said this, Nicolaus vindicated 
lie kings from those accusations, ami said, ‘‘ That, as for Herod, 
since he had never been thus accused * all the time of his life, 

‘ it was not fit for tliose that might have accused them of lesser 
‘ crimes than those now mentioned, and might have procured 
‘ him to be puni.shed during his life time, to bring an accusation 
;u»*ainst him now he is dead. He also attributed the actions 
‘ of Archelaiis to the Jews injuries to him, who affecting to go- 
vern contrary to the laws, and going about to kill those that 
would have hindered them from acting unjustly, when they 
were by liim jnmished for what they had done, made their 
complaints against him; so he accused them of their atteiujits 
“ for innovations, and of the jileasure they took in setlilion, by 
reason of their not having learned to submit to justice, and 
to the laws, but still desiring to be superior in all things.” 
'JJiis was the substance of what Nicolaus said. 

1. When Cicsar had heard these ]ileadings, he dissolved the 
assembly; but a few^ days afterw'ards he appointed Archelaiis, 
iiot indi'ed to be king of the whole country, but ethnarch of the 
one half of that w hich had been subject lo Herod, and jiromised 
() give him the royal dignity hereafter, if he governed his ])art 
/irluously. But as for the other hallj he divided it into two 
'arts, and gave it to two other of Herod's sons, to Philip and 
,o Autijias, that Anlipas who ilisputed with Arehelaus for the 
rvliolc kingdom. Niiw, to him it was that l^erea and Galileo 
jiaid their tribute, w hich amounted f annually to two hundred ta- 

I • This h not line. Soe Antiq. B. XIV. ch. ix. sccl. S, 4. and ch. xii. ‘.cct 2, 
ikul cli. xiii. S' ft. ], 2. Antic]. B. XV. cli. iii. sect. 5. <and ch. x. sect. 2, 3. Antiq. 
XV' 1. chap. ix. sect. 

■j- Since Josephus here iiit'orins us that Aiclielaus had one half of the kingdom of 
ierod, and presently informs us farther that Arehelaus’ annual income, after an 
niteineiit of one cpiarter for the present, was 6tX) talents, we may therefore gather 
efty nearly what was Merod the Great’s yearly income, I iucan about loOl) talenis, 
■ ich at tlie known value of SOUO shekels to a talent, and abojit 2s. lOd. to a shekel, 
the days of Josephus, see the note on Antiq. B. 111. <h. viii. scit- 2. amcninls to 
GS0,00l) Sterling j>cr niDium ; which ineoiue, though great in itself, bearing no 
opon' \ hi , expenses every vlu ble Jo-epln ui to tlu 

' left behind him in li.s will, eha]). viii. sect. 1. and cha]). xii. sect. 1. the rest must 
ive arisen, eiiher from his confiscation of those great mens estates whom he put to 
*ath, or made t'j pay a line for the saving of their lives, or from some other heavy 
lethods of oppression which such savage tyrants usually exercise upon their miserable 
ibjects ; or rather from these seva-ral methods jnit together, all which yet seem very 
lucli too small for his expenses being drawn from no larger a nation than that of the 
cvvs, which was very populous, but without the advantage of trade, to bring them 
dies ; so tliat 1 cannot but strongly suspect that no small part of this his veallh 
'ose Irom .-mother source ; 1 mean from some vast sums lie took out of David’s 
pulchre, but concealed from the people. Stv the note on Antiq. B. VIII. ch. xv, 
i(.i’ 3 . 
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leiits, while Batanea, with Trachonitis, as well as Auranitls, witi 
a certain * })art of what was called the /icmc of Zcnodonu% pai( 
the tribute of one hundred talents to Philip; but Idumea, ai^ 
Judea, and the country of Samaria, paid tribute to Archelau,'; 
but had now a fourth part of that tribute taken olf by tlie ordr 
of Caesar, who decreed them that mitigation, because they dii 
not join in this revolt with the rest of the multitude. Tlu n 
were also certain of the cities wdiich paid tribute to Arclielaus 
Strato’s Tower, and Sebaste, with Joj^pa and Jerusalem ; for n 
to Gaza and Gadara, and Hippos, they were Grecian cities 
which Casar separated from his government, and added then 
to the province of Syria. Now the tribute-money that came t{ 
Archelaus every year from his own dominions, amounted to si\ 
hundred talents. 

S. And so much came to Herod’s sons from their father’s in 
lieritance. But Salome, b(‘sides what her brother left her l)\ 
his testament, which were Jamnia, and Ashchal, ami PJiasaelis 
and five hundred thousand [drachmm] of coined silver, tVesni 
made her a present of a royal habitation at Askelon; in all, Im 
revenues amounted to sixty talents by the y(‘ar, and her dwi l!- 
ing-hoLisc was within Archelaus’ government. The rest, jilsiv 
of the king's relations received what his testament allotted tliLin 
Moreover, Cmsar made a present to eacli of llerotl’s two viruii 
daughters, besides what their father left them, of two luimlivi 
and lii’ty thousand [draclmue] of silver, and married th(‘m li 
Pheroras’ sons; he also granted all that was becjueathed to liini 
self to the king’s sons, w^hicli was one thuusaiul live hundred l;i- 
lents, excej)ting a liwv of the vessels, which he reserved for hiii,- 
self; and they were acce[)lal)le to liim, not so iiuieh I’or the grc;i: 
value they were of, as because they were memorials of the kin' 
to him. 

* Take here a very useful note of Grolius, on Luke, B. II F. eli. i. here (juo'i i 
hy Dr. Hudsutt : “ \V!ien Josephus says that some p.arl of the house (or posses^icii' 
of Zeiiodorus (?. e. Ahileiie,) was ulloUed to Philip, he tlierel)y declares that l!': 
larger pari of it belonged to another; this other was Lysanias, whom Luke iikh 
“ lions of llie posterity of that J^ysanias who was j)os;.essed of the same country e.ill 'i 
Abilene, from the city Abila, and by others Chulcedaie, from the city (. hulri . 
“ w’hen the government of the east was under Antoiiius, and this ;ifter J^oleiny, tlx 
“ Sf>n of IMenuius : from w hich Lys;inias, this country came to he commonly called tli' 
“ Country of l.ymnias ; and as, after the death of the former Lysani.is, it was ealK f 
the tctrarcfiy of Zcm dirus, so ader Inc death of Zeiiodorus, or when the time 1*’^ 
which he had hired it was endei', wl.'n another Lysanias, of the same name 
“ the former, w as possessed of the *ame country, it began to be call»‘d the 
“ ehy of Lysnniosf* However, since Josephus elsewhere, Anti<|. 11. XX. eliap. 
sect. 1. clearly distinguibhes Abilene Jiom ClKaUideiie, Grolius must be lieie so 1*^' 
mibtaken. 
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Conco'ning a Simrious Alexander. 

j 1. N^^iien tliese afiPairs had been thus settled by Carsar, a 
certain young man, b}^ birth a Jew, but brought up a lloiuan 
freed man in the city Sidon, ingrafted himself into the kindred 
of Herod, by the resemblance of his countenance, which those 
that saw him attested to be that of Alexander the son of Herod, 
whom he had slain; and this was an incitement to him to endeavour 
to obtain the government; so he took to him as an assistant, a man 
of his own country, (one that was well acquainted with the affairs 
of the palace, but on other accounts, an ill man, and one whose 
nature made him capable of causing great disturbances to the 
public, and one that became a teacher of such a mischievous con- 
trivance to the other,) and declared himself to be Alexander, 
and the son of Herod, but stolen away by one of those tliat 
were sent to slay him, who, in reality, slew other men in order 
to deceive the spectators, but saved both him and his brother 
Aristobnlus. Thus was this man elated, and able to impose 
on those that came to him ; and when he was come to Crete, he 
made all the Jews that came to discourse with him believe him 
[to be Alexander.] And when he had gotten much money 
whicli had been presimtcd to liim there, be j)assed over to 
Melos, w here be got much more money than he had before, 
out of their belief they had that he was of the royal family, 
and their Jiopes that he would recover liis father’s principality, 
and reward J\is benefactors : so lie made haste to Rome, and 
was conducted thither by those strangers who entertained him 
He was also so forlimate, as, upon liis landing at Dicearchia, 
to bring the Jews tliat were there into the same delusion ; and 
nut only other people, but also all those that had been great 
with Herod, or had a kindness lor him, joined themselves to this 
man as to their king. The cause of it was tliis, that men were 
glad of his pretences, which were seconded by the likeness 
of his countenance, which made those that had been acejuainted 
with Alexander strongly to believe that he was no other but 
the very same pcu'soii, which they also confirmed to others by 
oath ; insomuch that when the report went about him that he was 
coming to Home, the whole multitude of the Jew^s that w ere tliere 
went out to meet him, ascribuag it to divine Providence that he 
had so unexpectedly escaped, and being very joyful on account 
of his mother’s family. Aiul when he w^as coims he was car- 
ried in a royal litter through the streets, and all the ornaments 
liibout him were such as kings arc adorned withal; and this was 
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at the expense of tliose llint entertained him. The rmiltitudo 
also flocked about him greatly, and made mighty acclamations 
to him, and nothing was omitted which could be thought suit- 
able to such as had been so unexpectedly preserved. 

2 . \\Ten this thing was told Cmsar he did not believe it, be- 
cause Herod was not easil}" to be imposed upon in such aflairs as 
were of great concern to him ; yet, l.aving some suspicion it 
might be so, he sent one Celadus, a freed man of his, and one 
that Iiad conversed with the young men themselves, and bade him 
bring Alexander into his presence : so he brought him, being no 
more accurate in judging about him than the rest of the multi- 
tude. Yet did not he deceive Ciesar; for although there were 
a resemblance between him and Alexander, yet was it not so ex- 
act as to impose on such as were prudent in discerning ; tor this 
spurious Alexander had his hands rough, by the labours he had 
liecn put to, and instead of that softness of body which the other 
had, and this as derived from his delicate and generous (‘duca- 
tion, this man, for the contrary reason, had a rugged body. 
When, therefore, Ctesar saw how the master and the scdiolar 
agreed in tliis lying story, and in a bold way of talking, be in- 
(jnirod about Ai'istobulus, and asked what became of him, wlio 
(it seems) was stolen away together with him, and lor what 
reason it was that he did not come aloiig with hini, and endea- 
V(Hir to recover that doininion which was due to his high birth 
also? And when he said, That he had been left in the isle 
of Crt'UN for fear of llu; dangers of the sea, that, in case any 
“ accident should come to himsell’, tlic posterity ol Mariamm* 
“ iniglit not ntteriy j)eri.sh, l)ut that Aristobulus might sur- 
vive, and punisli those that laid such tnaclierous designs 
‘‘ against ihcan.’’ And when lie persevered in liis aflirmations, 
and the author of the iin|)osture agreed in su])porling it, C msar 
1 'ok the young man by himself, and said t(^ liim, Jf thou wilt 
not impose upon me, thou shalt have this lor thy reward, that 
“ thou shalt escape with thy life; tell me, then, who thou art, 
and who it was that had boldness enough to contrive such a 
‘ client as thi<. For this contrivance is loo considerable a jiiecc 
of villany to be nndertakeii by one of thy age.” According- 
ly, because be had no other way to ttike, he tohl Cmsar the con- 
trivance, and alter v*hat manner, and by whom it was laid to- 
gether. 80 Cai^sar, upon observing the sjmrious Alexander to 
he a strong active man, and fit 10 work with his hands, tliat ho 
nnght not break Ids promise to him, put him among those that 
'vrre to row among the mariiv.rs ; but slew him tliat induced 
him to flo vvhtit he had done; for as lor the people of Melos, 
he thought tin in .^uiricieiitly punished, in having thrown away 
■A» imu h of their money upon this spurious Alexander. And 
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siicli was tlic i^noniiiiioiis conclusion of this bold coiUrivauce 
about tlie spurious Alexander, 


CHAR XIII. 


Ihm Archchnts^ upon a sramd neematiou^ tcY/.s' hani^hed lo 

Vienna. 

§ 1. a rchelaus was entered on his etlinarcliy, and 

was come into Judea, he accused Joazer, the sou of Ijoetlms, 
of assisting the seditious, and took away the higli [)rie>thood 
IVoin him, and put Eleazar his brother in his place, lie :dso 
ina^niHcently rebuilt the royal palace that had been at Jericho, 
and he diverted half the water with which the village ol* Neara 
used to be watered, and drew oil* that water into the j)laiii, to 
water those ]){ilm-trees which he had there planted : lie also 
huilt a village, and jiut his own name upon it, and called it 
/in/nicis. Moreover, he * transgressed the law ofour fathers, 
and ma"*ried Cdaphyia, the daughter of Archelaiis, who had 
been the wife ol'his brother Alexander, which Alexander had 
iree children by her, while it was a thing detestable among the 
Jews, to marry the brother’s wife; nor did this lileazar abide 
long in tlie high priesthood, Jesus, the son of Sie, being put in 
his room while he was still living. 

2. But ill the tenth year of Archelaiis’ government, both his 
bi'i’ihren, and the principal men of Judea and Samaria, not 
being able tt) bear his barbarous and tyrannical usage of them, 
iirciised him before C’icsar, and that esjiecially because they knew 
he had broken the commands of Ciesar, which obliged him to 
behave him>elf with moderation among them. Whereupon 
(aesar, when he heard it, was very angry, and called for Arche* 
kills’ steward, who took care of his alfairs at Koine, and whose 
name was Archelaiis also, and thinking it beneath him to write 
to Archelaiis, he bid him sail away as soon as possible, amt bring 
him to us: so the man matle haste in his voyage, aiul when lie 
came into Judea he Ibiind ArcluJaus feasting with Irs tViends ; 
2 >o he tokl him what Ciesar had sent him about, and hastened him 
^iway. And when he was come [to Koine,] Cmsar, upon hear- 
pig what certain accusers of his had to say, and what reply he 
Could make, l)oth lianished him, and a})poinied \’ienna, a city ol 
thiul, to be the |)lace of his habitation, and took his money 
Livvay from him. 


* Spanlicim seasonably observes here, that it was the Jews fo n'.n»jy 

pi»ir brother’s wifi*, when she had diiuiron h\ her liist husband, aiul tliat Zeiu ias 
;tites, or) interprets ibe clause before us uccoidinjly. 
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3. Now, before Arclielaus was gone up to Rome upon tlii? 
message, he related this dream to his friends, that “ he saw ear? 
of corn, in number ten, full of wiicat, perfectly ripe, whicl 
ears, as it seemed to him, were devoured by oxen.” An( 
when he was awake and gotten up, because the vision appeare( 
to be of great importance to him, he sent for the diviners, whos< 
study was employed about dreams. And while some were o 
one opinion, and some of another, (for all their interprctatioiii 
did not agree,) Simon, a man of the sect of the Essens, desirec 
leave to speak his mind freely, and said, that “ the vision denot 
‘‘ ed a change in the affairs of Arclielaus, and that not for tin 
“ better ; that oxen, because that animal takes uneasy pains ii 
his labours denoted alHictions, and indeed denoted, Ihrther, ; 
change of affairs ; because that land which is ploughed by ox 
cn cannot remain it its former state: and that the ears of con 
being ten, determined the like number of years, because ai 
car of corn grows in one year; and that the time of Avclie 
laus’ government was over.” And thus did this man ex 
pound the dream. Now, on the fifth day after this tlreani cam 
first to Arclielaus, the other Arclu laus, that was sent to Jude 
by Caesar to call him away, came hither also. 

4-. The like accident l)efell Glaphyra his wife, xvho was tli 
daughter of king Arclielaus, who, as I said before, was married 
while she was a virgin, to Alexander, the son of Herod, and bro 
ther of Arclielaus; but since it fell out so that Alexander was slaii 
b}^ his father, she was married to Juba, the king of Lydia, mih 
when he w'as dead, and she lived in w idow hood in C'appadoci; 
with her father, Archebius liivorced his foruH*r wife Mariainiie 
and married her, so great was his affection for this Glaphua 
w^ho, during her marriage to him, saw' the follow ing dream. Slit 
thouglit she saw Alexander standing by her, at w hich she n- 
joiced, and embraced him with great affection ; but that iu 
complained of her, and said, O Glaphyra! thou provesl lliai 
saying to be true, whicli assures us, that women are not lol^ 
trusted. Didst not thou pledge thy faith to iiui? and w ast iic 
thou married to me w hen thou wast a virgin? and Iiad we noi 
chiltlrcii between us ? Yet thou hast forgotten the affection 1 
“ bore to thee, out of llic desire of a second husband. Nor 
“ thou been satisfied witli that injury thou didst me, but limn 
liast been so bold as ti procure thee a third husband to lu l’} 
“ thee, and in an indecent and imprudent manner hast entered in* 
to my hoti^e, and hast been married to Arclielaus, thy husl);iinii 
and my brother. However, I will not iorgel thy former kiinl 
affection for me. but will set thee free from every such a- 
pioachful action, aiul cause thee tu be mine again, as thni^ 
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« once wiist.” When she had related this to her female com- 
panions, in a few days’ time she departed this life. 

5. Now, 1 do not think these histories improper for the pre-. 
sent discourse, both because my discourse now is concerning 
kings, and otlierwise also on account of the advantage hence to 
')e drawn, as well as for the conlirmation of the immortality of 
tliesoul, as of the providenceof God over human affairs, I thought 
them fit to be set down ; but if any one does not believe such re- 
lations, let him indeed enjoy his own opinion, but let him not 
hinder another, that would thereby encourage himself in virtue. 
So Archelaiis’ country was laid to the province of Syria ; and 
Cyrenius, one that had been consul, was sent by Caesar to take 
account of people’s eflc'cts in Syria, and to sell the house of 
Archelaus. 
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BOOK XVIIL 

CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF THIRTY-TWO YEARS 

[^FROM THE BANISHMENT OF ARCHELAUS TO THE DEPAR- 
TURE OF THE JEWS FROM BABYLON.] 


CHAP. I. 

H(m Cyrenius was sent by Cccsar to make a taxation of Syria and 
Judea ; and how Coponius was sent to he procurator of Judea : 
concei'iiing Judas of Galilee^ and concerning the sects that were 
among the Jews. 

§ 1. Cyrenius, a Roman senator, and one who had 

gone through other magistracies, and had passed through them 
till he had been consul, and one who, on other accounts, was 
of great dignity, came at this time into Syria, with a lew others, 
being sent by Caesar to be a judge of that nation, and to take 
an account of their substance : Cojionius also, a man of the 
equestrian order, was sent togetlier witli him, to have the su- 
preme power over the Jews. Moreover, Cyrenius came him- 
self into Judea, which was now added to tlie province ot Syria, 
to take an account of their substance, and to dispose of Arche- 
laus’ money : but the Jews, although at the beginning they 
took the report of a taxation heinously, yet did they leave off 
any farther opposition to it, by the persuasion of Joazer, who 
was the son of Boethus, and high priest; so they being over 
persuaded by Joazer’s words, gave an account of their estates, 
without any dispute about it. Yet was there one Judas,* a 

• Since St. Luke once, Act^ v. .'57. and Josephus four several times, once here, 
sect. G. and B. XX. ch. v. sect. ‘2. of tlie War, B. 1 1, cli. viji. sect. 1. and cli. xvii. sect 
9 . calls this Judas, who was the pestilent aiillu>rof that seditious doctrine and tenipir 
which brought the Jewish nation to utter destruction, a Gnlileanf hut here, sect* !■ 
Josephus calls him a (Innlovitr. o; the city Garnaln. It is a great <juestion uhire 
this Judas was born, whether in ''Galilee on the west side, or in Gaulonitis, on ihiJ 
east side of the river Jordan ; s\liiie in the place just now cited out of the Antii]iii' 
ties, B. XX. ch. v. sect. 2. he is not only called a (ialilean, but it is added to liis story, 
as I have sifrii^'uid in the books that before these ^ as if he had still calle<l him 
Galilean in those Antiquities before, as well as in that, particular place, as Dean 
Aldrich observes, on the War, B. 1 J. ch. viii. sect. 1. Nor can one well imagine why 
he should here call him a unutouUe, when in Uie litli sect, following here, as 
as twice ot the war, he still calls him a Galilean. As for the city of GamaU, whence 
this Judas was derived, it determines nothing, since there were two of that naiijc, 
the one in Gaulonitis, the otlicr in Galilee. See Rclar.d on the city or town ol 
that name. 
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Gaulonite, of a city whose name was Gamala^ who taking with 
him Sadilouk,* a Pharisee, became zealous to draw them to a 
revolt, who both said, that this taxation was no better than an 
introduction to slavery, and exhorted the nation to assert their 
liberty, as if they could jirocure them happiness and security 
Ibr what they possessed, and assured enjoyment of a still great- 
er good, which was that of the honour and glory they would 
thereby acejuire for magnanimity. They also said, that God 
would not otherwise be assisting to them, than upon their join- 
ing with one another in such councils as might be successful, 
and for their own advantage ; and this especially, if they would 
sot about great exploits, and not grow weary in executing the 
same ; so men received what they said with pleasure, and thi?i 
bold attempt proceeded to a great height. All sorts of misfor- 
tunes also sprang from these men, and the nation was infected 
with this doctrine to an incredible degree : one violent war 
came upon us alter another, and we lost our friends who used 
to alleviate our jiains; there were also very great robberies and 
murders of our principal men. This was done in pretence in- 
deed for the jiublic welfare, but in reality from the hopes of gain 
to thcinselves; whence arose seditions, and from them murders 
of men, which sometimes fell on those of their own people, (by 
the madness of these men towards one another, while their desire 
was that none of the adverse party might be left,) and sometimes 
on their enemies ; a famine also coming upon us reduced us to the 
last degree of dcs|)air, as did also the taking and demolishing of 
cities; jiay, the sedition at last increased so big, that the very 
tejiiple of God was burnt down by their enemies’ fire. Such 
vvere the consequences of this, that the customs of our lathers 
were altered, and such a change was made, as added a mighty 
Weight toward bringing all to destruction, which these men oc- 
casional by their tlius conspiring together, for Judas and Saddu- 
cus,t who excited a fourth philosophic seel among us, and had 
a great many followers therein, filled our civil government with 
tumults at present, and laid the tbundalions of oiir future mise- 
ries hy tliis system of philosophy, which we were before uiiac- 
(luainted withal, concerning which I will discourse a little, and 

• It seems not very improbable to mo, that this Sadiluc, the Pharisee, was the 
very same man of whom the Uahhins speak, Tlie unhappy, hut undesignin^ oe- 
easion of the im))ioty or infidelity of the Sadducees ; nor perhaps had the men this 
name ot Sadducees till this very lime, though they were a distinct sect long before. 
See the note on B. XIII. cli. x. sect. .9. and Dean Pridcaux, there (pioted ; nor 
do we, that 1 know of, find the least footsteps of such impiety or infidelity of these 
‘Saddin-ees before this time, the llecognitions assuring us, that they began about the 
days of John the Baptist, B. I. ch. liv. 

f See Not<^ above. 
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this the rather, because the infection which spread thence among 
the younger sort, who were zealous for it, brought the public to 
destruction. 

!!?. The Jews had for a great while had tliree sects of philoso- 
phy peculiar to themselves, the sect of the Essens, and the sect 
of the Sadduceesj and the third sort of opinions was that of those 
called Pliarisees; of which sects, although I have already spoken 
in the second book of the Jewish war, yet will I a little touch 
upon them now. 

3. Now, for the Pharisees, they live meanly, and despise de- 
licacies in diet, and they follow the contract of reason ; and what 
that prescribes to thenj as good for them, they do ; and they think 
they ought earnestly to strive to observe reason’s dictates for 
practice. They also pay a respect to such as are in years ; nor 
are they so bold as to contradict them in any thing which they 
have introduced ; and when they determine that all things are 
done by fate, they do not take away the freedom from men oi’ 
acting as they think fit; since their notion is, that it hath pleased 
God to make a temperament, whereby what he wills is done, 
but JO that the will of man can act virtuously or viciously. They 
also believe, that souls have an immortal vigour in them, and 
that under the'^rth there will be rewards or punishments, ac- 
cording as they have lived virtuously or viciously in this lile ; and 
the latter are to be detained in an everlasting prison, but that the 
former shall have power to revive and live again ; on account of 
which doctrines, they are able greatly to persuade the body ol 
the people, and whatsoever they ilo about divine worship, 
prayers, and sacrifices, they perform them according to tlieir 
direction; insomuch that the cities give great attestations to tlicjn 
on account of their entire virtuous conduct, both in the actions 
of their lives, and their discourses also. 

4. But the doctrine of the Sadducees is this, That souls die 
with the bodies ; nor do they regard the observation of any thing 
besides what the law enjoins them; for they think it an instance 
of virtue to dispute with those teachers ol’ philosophy whom they 
frequent ; but this doctrine is received but by a lew, yet by those 
still of the greatest dignity. But they are able to do almost no- 
thing of themselves ; for when they become magistrates, as they 
are unwillingly and by force sometimes obliged to be, they ad- 
dict themselves to the notions of the Pharisees, because the mul- 
titude would not otherwise bear them. 

5. The doctrine of the Essens is this, That all things archest 
ascribed to God. Uhoy teach the immortality of souls, and 
esteem that the rewards of righteousness are to be earnestly stri- 
ven for ; and when they send what they have dedicated to God 
into the temple, they do not offer sacrifices, because they have 
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more pure lustrations of their own f on which account tliey are 
exchidecl from the common court of the temple, but offer tlieir 
sacriffces themselves ; yet is their course of life better than 
that of other men : and they entirely addict themselves to hus- 
bandry. It also deserves our admiration, how much they exceed 
all other men that addict themselves to virtue, and this in right- 
eousness : and indeed to such a degree, that as it hath never 
a})peared among any other men, neither Greeks nor Barbarians, 
no not for a little time, so hath it endured for a long while among 
them. This is demonstrated by that institution of theirs, which 
will not suffer any thing to hinder them from having all things 
in common ; so that a rich man enjoys no more of his own 
wealth than he who hath nothing at all. There are about four 
thousand men that live in this way; and neither marry wives, 
nor are desirous to keej) servants; as thinking the latter tempts 
men to be unjust, and the former gives the handle to domestic 
quarrels; but as they live by themselves, they minister one to 
another. They also appoint cerbiin stewards to receive the in- 
comes of their revenues, and of the fruits of the ground; such 
as are good men ami jn iests ; who are to get their corn and their 
food really for them. They none of them differ from others of 
the Kssens, in their way of living, but do the most resemble 
those Daca*, who are called 7^o//.s7<c,f [dwellers in cities.] 

b. But of the I'ourth sect of Jewish })hilosophy, Judas the Ga- 
lilean was ihe author. These men agree in all other things with 
the Fharissic notions ; but they have an inviolable attachment 
to liberty, and say, that God is to be tlieir only Ruler and I^ml. 
They also do not value dying any kinds of death, nor indeed do 
they heed the death.', of their relations and fi ieiuls, nor can any 
such fear make them call any num lord. Aiul since this immove- 
able resolution of t heirs is well know n to a great many, 1 shall 
speak no larthcr about that matter ; nor am 1 afraid that any thing 
1 have said of tliein sliould be disbelieved, but rather fear, that 
what 1 have said is beneath the resoliition they show when they 
undergo pain. And it was in Gessius Floras' time tliat the na- 

• It soems by whiit Josephus says hero, and Philo himself elsewhere, Op. p. 67i), 
that these Ksseus did not use to go to the Jenidi festivals at Jerusalem, or to oiler 
s.jcrilices there, whieh may he one great oceassion nhytheyan? never mentioned in 
the ordinary hooks of the New "1 estarnenl ; iliuugli in the Apostolical Constitutions, 
they are mentioned as those tliat ofiscrccfi the i .^loms of their forrJ'at/icrSf and that 
without any such ill oharaeter laid upon them, as is there laid upon the other seels 
among that people. 

I Who these XIoXhttch in Josephus, or Kvurrtti in Strains among the Pythagoric 
Dacic w* te, it is not easy to determine. Se iliger olVeis no improbable conjecture, 

■ that some of these J)aea* lived alone, like monks, in tents or caves, but that others ol 

f together in built cilieSf and tbercc \.crc called by such names as implied 

■ die same. 
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tion began to grow mad with this distemper, who was our pro- 
curator, and who occasioned the Jews to go wild with it by the 
abuse of Ids authority, and to make them revolt from the Ho- 
mans. And these are the sects of Jewish philosophy. 

CHAR II. 

Ho'vo Herod and Philip built several cities in honour of Cicsar. 

Concerning the succession (f priests and procurators ; as also 

^dohat befell Phraates and the Parthians. 

§ 1. W HEN Cyrenius had now disposed of Arclielaiis’ 

money, and when the taxings were come to a conclusion, wliirh 
were made in tlie thirty-seventli of Cmsar’s victory over Antony 
at Actiuin, he deprived Joaze.r of the high priesthood, wliicli 
dignity had been conterred on him by tlie inultitnde, and he ap- 
pointed Ananiis, the son of Seth, to be high priest ; while I Jeruil 
and Philip had each of them received their own letrarchy, and 
settled the aflairs thereof. Herod also built a wall about 8ep- 
phoris, (which is the security of all Galilee,) and jiiade it the ino 
tropolis of the country. He also built a wall round Betharamph- 
lha, which was itself a city also, and called it Julias^ from tin 
name of the emperor’s wife. When Philip, also, had built Pan- 
eas, a city at the fountains of .Jordan, he naineil itCesarea, lit 
also advanced the village Betlisaida, situate at the lake of (h ii- 
nesaretli, unto the dignity of a city, both by the number ol in- 
habitants it contained, and its other grandeur, and called it In 
the name oi' Julias, the same name with Cavsar’s ilaughter. 

2. As Coponius, nvIu) we told you was sent along with C’yiv- 
nius, was exercising his ollicc of procurator, and governing Judci, 
the ibllowing accidents happened. As the Ji-ws were celebnil- 
ing the feast of unleavened bread, which we call the ]\issuvth 
it was customary for the ])riests to open the tem])le gates jii l 
after midnight. Wlien, theretbre, those gates were lirstopemd, 
some of the Samaritans came privately into Jerusalem, ajid tlui ^f 
about dead men’s bodit's in the cloisters ; on which account llio 
Jews afterward excluded them out of the tem])le, which they ii^nl 
not used to do at such lesiivals ; and on otlier accounts also (Inn 
w'atched tlu* temple more caieliilly than they had formerly dein- 
A little after which accident, Goponius returiud to Rome, and 
Marcus Ambivius came t(> be his successor in that govermneiit : 
under whom Salome, the sister of king Herod, died, and Idta’ 
Julia [Ctesar’s wile,] Jamiiia, all its toparcliy, and Phasaelis in 
tlic plain, and Archelais, where is a great ])hu)tation of paln^' 
trees, and their fruit is excellent in its kind. After him came 
Annius Rufus, under whom died Ca*sar, the second emperor ol 
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the Romans, the duration of whose reign was fifty-seven years, 
besides six months and two days, (of whicli time Antoiiius nilvid 
together with him fourteen years; but the duration of his lil'e 
was seventy-seven years;) upon whose death Tiberius Nero, 
his wife Julia’s son, succeeded. He was now tlie third emperor ; 
and he sent Valerius Gratus to be procurator of Judea, and to 
succeed Annius Rufus. This man deprived Ananiis of the high 
priesthood, and appointed Ismael, the son of Phabi, to be high 
priest. He also deprived him in a little time, and ordained Elea- 
zar, the son of Ananus, who had been high priest before, to be 
higli priest ; whicfi oftice, when he iiad held for a year, Gratus 
deprived him of it, and gave the high priesthood to Simon, the 
son of Camithus, and, when lie had possessed that dignity no 
longer tlian a year, Josepli Caiaphas was made his successor. 
When Gratus had done those things, he went back to Rome, 
after he had tarried in Judea eleven years, w'hcn l^ontius Pilate 
came as his successor. 

3. And now Herod the tetrarch, who was in great favour 
with Tilv’rius, built a city of the same name with him, and call- 
ed it 'Tidcria^, He built it in the best part of Galilee, at the lake 
of Gemiesareth, Tliere are warm baths at a little distance from 
it, in a village named Knutiaus. Strangers came and inhabited 
this city ; a great number of the inhabitants were Galileans also ; 
and many were necessitated by Herod to come thither out of the 
country belonging to him, and were by force compelled to be its 
inhabitants; some of them were persons of condition. Ho also 
adinitUal poor peo|)le, such as those that were collected from all 
parts to dwadl in it. Nay, some of them were not (juite free- 
men, and these he was benefactor to, and made them free in 
great numbers ; but obliged them not to forsake the city, by 
building tlieiii very good houses at his own cx[)enses, and by 
giving tliem land also ; for he was sensible, that to make this 
place a habitation was to transgress the Jewish ancient laws, 
because many sepulchres were to be here taken away, in order 
to make rocun for the city Tiberias whereas our laws pro- 
nounce, that such inhabitants arc unclean for seven days.]- 

4. About this time dietl Phraales, king of the Parthians, by 
the treachery of Phraataces his son, upon the occasion follow ing: 
When Phraates had had legitimate sons of his own, he had also 


* Wo may here take notice, as well as in the parallel parts of tlie books of the War, 
B. II. ch. ix, sect- 1. tliat after the death of llerod the Great, and the succession of 
ArcheUius, Josephus is very brief in his accounts of Judea, till near his own time. 
1 suppose the reason is, that after the large tiistory of Nicolaus of Damascus, includ- 
ing the life of Herod, and probaliiy the succession and first actions of his sons, he 
had but few good histories of those limes before him. 

f Numb. xix. 11—14. 
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an Italian maid-servant, whose name was Thermusa^ who had 
been formerly sent to him by Julius Cmsar, among other pre- 
sents. He first made her his concubine, but, he being a great 
admirer of her beauty, in process ol’ time having a son by lier, 
whose name was Pliraataccs^ lie macic her his legitimate wife, 
and had a great respect for her. Now, she was able to j)crsuade 
him to do any thing that she said, and was earnest in })rocuniig 
the government of Parthia for h(*r son ; but still slie saw that lier 
endeavours wouUl not succeed, unless she could contrive how to 
remove Phraates’ legitimate sons [out of the kingdom ;] so she 
persuaded him to send those his sons as pledges of his lidelity to 
Rome; and they were sent to Rome accordingly, because it was 
not easy for him to contradict her commands. Now, while 
Phraataces was alone brouglit up in oriler to succeed in the go- 
vernment, lie thought it very tedious to (expect that government 
by his father^s donation [as ins successor:] he therelbre formed 
a treacherous design against his father, liy his mother’s assist- 
ance, with whom, as the rejiort went, he had criminal conver- 
sation also. So he was hated for both these vices, wdiile his 
subjects esteemed this [wicked] love of his mother to be no 
w'ay inferior to liis jiarricide ; and he was by them, in a sedi- 
tion, expelled out of the country before he grew too great, and 
died. But, as tlie best sort of Parthians agreed togeth(*r, that it 
w'as impossible they should be governed without a king, while 
also it was their constant ])ractic(‘ to choose one of the 1‘amily ol 
Arsaces, [nor did their law allow' ol' any others; and they 
thought this kingdom iiad been snlliciently injnretl already by 
the marriage with an Italian concidiiiu*, and by hm* issu(‘,] they 
sent ambassadoi s, and called Orodes [to take the crowai;] for 
the multitude would not oth<*rw ise havt* borne them ; and 
though he were aeeusetl of verv great cruelty, and was of aii 
untracmble temper, and jiroiu! to wrath, yet still he was one ol 
the family of Arsaces. However, they made a conspiracy 
against him, and slew liim, and that, as some say, at a I'estival, 
and among their sacrifices; (for it is the universal custom there 
to carry their swords witli them:) but, as the more general rc- 
j)ort is, tiny slow him when they had drawn liim out a hunt- 
ing. So they sent ambassadors to Rome, and desired they 
would send o,ne of those that were there as pledges, to be tlicir 
king. Accoidingly, \oiiones was preferred before the re^t, 
aiul sent to them ; (Ibr he Swjined capable of siicli great fortune, 
which two of the greatest kingdoms inuler the sun now oflcrctl 
Jiirn, liis own, and a foreign one.) However, the barbarians 
soon changed tlieir minds, they being naturally of a mutable 
disposition, upon the supposal, lliat this man was not worth) 
to be their governor; ibr they could not think of obeying 
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coininands of one that had been a slave, (for so they called those 
tliat had been hostages,) nor could they bear the ignominy of that 
name ; and this was the more intolerable, because then the Par- 
tliiaiismiist have such a king set over them, not by right of war, 
but in time of peace. So tliey presently invited Artabanus, king 
of Media, to be tlieir king, he being also of the race of Arsaces. 
Artabanus complied with the offer that was made him, and came 
to them with an army. So Vonones met him ; and at first the 
multitude of the Parthians stood on his side, and he put his army 
in array; but Artabanus was beaten, and fled to the mountains 
of Media. Yet did he a little after gather a great army to- 
oether, and fought with Vonones, and beat him ; whereupon 
Vonones fled away on horseback, with a few of his attendants 
about him to Seleucia, [upon Tigris.] So wdien Artabanus had 
:: slain a great number, and this after he had gotten the victory, by 
i n'ason of the very great dismay the barbarians were in. he re- 
5 tired to Ctesiphon with a great number of his people; and so he 
i now reigned over the Parthians. But Vonones fled away to Ar- 
: menia : and as soon as he came thither, he had an inclination to 
f have the government of the country given him, and sent ambas- 
sadors to Rome [for that purpose.] But because Tiberius refus- 
ed it him, and because he wanted courage, and because the Par- 
thian king threatened him and sent ambassadors to him to de- 
.nounce war against him if he proceeded, and because he had no 
vway to take to regain any other kingdom, (for the people of au- 
thority among the Armenians about Niphates joined themselves 
to Artabanus,) he delivered up liimself to ISilanus, the president 
of Syria, who out of regard to his education at Rome, kept him 
Jii Syiia, while Artabanus gave Armenia to Orodes, one of his 
^own sons. 

? 5 . At this time died Antiochus, the king of Commagene, 

5|Vvhureu})oii the multitude contended with the nobility, and both 
|sent ambassadors to [Rome ;] U)r the men of power wxre desi- 
|rous that their form of government might be changed into that 
||ol a [Roman] province; as were the multitude desirous to be 
|lmder kings, as their fathers had been. So the vsenate made a 
decj ee, that ( icrmanicus should be sent to settle the affairs of the 
ast, lortune hereby taking a proper opportunity for depriving 
dm of his lile ; for w hen he had been in the east, and settled 
|1 affairs there, his life was taken awaiy by the poison which 
iso gave him, as hath been related elsewhere.* 

• 'riiis citation is now wanting. 
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CHAP. HI. 

A sedition of the Jews ajij^ainst Pontius Pilalc. Concerning Christy 
and what befell Paulina and the Jews at Home. 

§ 1. But now Pilate, the procurator of Jiulca, removed the 

army from Caesarea to Jerusalem, to take tlieir winter quarters 
tliei'e, in order to abolisli the Jewish laws. So he introduced 
Caesar’s eiligies, which were upon the ensigns, and brought 
them into the city ; whereas our law Ibrbids us the very making ot 
images; on which account the former procurators were wont to 
make their entry into the city with such ensigns as had not those 
ornaments. Pilate was the first who brought those images to 
Jerusalem, and set them up there; which was done without the 
knowledge of the people, because it was don^ in the night time ; 
but as soon as they knew it, they came in multitudes to Cmsarea, 
and interceded with Pilate many days that he would remove the 
images ; and when he would not grant their rc(juest.s, because it 
would tend to tlie injury of Cmsar, while yet they persevered in 
their request, on the sixth day he orderctl his soldiers to have 
their weapons privately, while he came and sat upon his judg- 
ment-seat, which seat was so preparetl in the open ])lace of the ci- 
ty, that it concealed the army that lay ready to oppress them; and 
when the Jews petitioned him again, he gave a signal to the sol- 
diers to encompass them round, and threatened that their pini' 
ishments should be no less than immediate death, unless thev 
would leave off’ disturbing him, and go their ways home. Hut 
they threw themselves upon the ground, and laid their necks 
bare, and said they would take their death very willingly rather 
than the wisdom of their laws should be transgressed; iq)on which 
Pilate was deeply affected with their linn resolution to keep 
their laws inviolable, and presently commanded the images to 
be carried back from Jerusalem to Ca*sarea. 

2. But Pilate undertook to bring a current of water to Jeru- 
salem, and did it with the sacred money, and derived the ori^hi 
of the stream from the distiiuce of two hundred furlongs 
However, the Jews * were riOt pleased with what hail bceniloiio 


• These Jews, as they arc here called, whose blood Tilatc shed on this occd- 
ftlon, may very well he those vciv Galilean Jews TeAoAV’ blood Vilali' hnd 
tvith their .sacrifices^ Luke xiii, 1, ‘i. these tumults heiii^ usually excited 
some of the Jews’ great festivals, when they slew abundance of sacrifices, a«« 
the Galileaus being comnrionly much more busy in such tumults than those ot 
Judea and Jerusalem, as we learn from the history of Archelaus, Antiij. 
XVJI. ch. ix. sc<rt. 3. and th. x. sect. 2, 9. though, indeed, Josephus* present copif^ 
say not one word of those eighteen upon whom the lower in Silonni fell 
slew thcfiif which the dlli verse of the same !.3lh chapter of St. Luke 
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about tliis water ; and many ten thousands of the people ^ot to - 
<rctber and made a clamour against him, and insisted tliat he 
should leave off that design. Some of them also used re})roaches, 
and abused the man, as crowds of such people usually do. So 
he habited a great number of his soldiers in their habit, who 
carried daggers under their garments, and sent them to a place 
where they might surround them. So he bid the .lews himself 
0-0 away; but they boldly casting re})roachcs upon him, he gave 
the soldiers that signal which liad been beforehand agrcecl on; 
who laid upon them with much greater blows than Pilate had 
commanded tliem, and equally punished those that wxre tumul- 
tuous, and those that were not; nor did they s])are them in the 
least: and since the people were unarmed, and were caught by 
men prepared for what they were about, there were a great 
number of them slain by this means, and others of them ran 
away wounded. And thus an end was put to this sedition. 

3. Now, there was about this time Jesus, a wise man, if it be 
lawful to call him a man, for he was a doer of wonderful works, 
a teacher of such men as receive the truth with pleasure. He 
ilrew over to him both many of the Jews, and many of the 
Gentiles. He was [the] Christ. And when Pilate, at the sug- 
gestion of the [)rincii)al men amongst us, had condemned him to 
the cross, those that loved him at the first did not forsake him; 
for he a])})eared to them alive again at the third day; ]' as the divine 
prophets iiad foretold these and ten thousand other wonderful 

; things concerning him. And the tribe of Christians, so named 
from him, are not extinct at this day. 

4. About the same time, also, another sad calamity i)ut the 
i Jewsiiito disorder, and certain shameful practiceshappened about 
: the tenqile of Isis that was at Koine. 1 will now lirst take no- 
; tice of the wicked attempt about the temple of Isis, and will 

then give an account of the Jewish alfairs. There was at Rome 
I a woman whose name was Paulina ; one who, on account of the 
I dignity of Jier luicestors, and by the regular conduct of a vir- 
^ tiious lile, had a great re})utation ; she was also very rich, and 
although she were of a beautiful countenance, and in that flower 
of her age wherein women are the most gay, yet did she lead a 


iiamc day l*ilate and Herod were made friends together ; for before they bad been 
at enmity between themselves,’* Take the very probable key of this matter, in tbo 
[Words ol the learned Noldius de Herod. h<o. “ 1 be cause of the enmity be- 

tween Herod and Tilate (says be) seems to have been this, lltat Pilate had inter 
meddled with tlie ietrareb’s jurisdiction, and had slain some of bis Galilean sub- 
i“ jeots, Luke xiii. 1. and, us be was willing to correct that error, he sent Christ Iv 
i“ Hciod at this time.” 

* A. D. 513. April 3. 


t April 5. 
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life of great modesty. She was married to Saturninus, one that 
was every way answerable to her in an excellent character, 
Decius Mundiis fell in love with this woman, who was a man 
very high in the equestrian order ; and as she was of too great 
dignity to be caught by presents, and had already rejected tnein, 
though they had been sent in great abundance, he was still more 
inflamed with love to her, insomuch that he promisetl to give 
her two hundred thousand Attic drachmae for one night’s lotlg- 
ing; and when this would not prevail upon lier, and he was not 
able to bear this mislbrtune in his amours, he thought it the 
best way to famish himself to death for want of food, on account 
of Paulina’s sad refusal; and he determined with himself to die 
after such a manner, and lie went on with his purjiose according- 
ly. Now, Mundus luid a free woman, wlio had been made iVet* 
by his father, whose name was Ide, one skilful in all sorts of 
mischief. This woman was very much grieved at the young 
man’s resolution to kill himself^ (for he did not conceal his in- 
tentions to destroy himself from others,) and came to him, and 
encouraged him by her discourse; and made him to ho})e, by 
some promises she gave him, that he might obtain a night’s lodg- 
ing with Paulina; and when he joyfully hearkened to her en- 
treaty, she said she wanted no more than filly thousand drachuKc 
for the entrapping of the woman. 8o when she hail encouraged 
the young man, and gotten as much money as she reijuired, she 
did not take the same methods as had been taken before, because 
she perceived that the woman was by no means to be templed by 
money, but as she knew that she was very much given to tliu 
worship of the goddess Isis, she devised the following stratagem: 
She went to some of Isis’ priests, and upon the strongest assur- 
ances [of concealment,] she persuaded them by words, (mt chiefiv 
by the oiler of money, of 25,000 drachmae in hand, and as mucii 
more when the thing had taken efl'ect, and told them the j)assi()ii 
of the young man, and persuaded them to use all means j)ossil)le 
to beguile the woman. JSo they were drawn in to jiromise solo 
do, by that large sum of gold they were to have. Accordingly 
the oldest of them went immediately to Paulina, and upon liis 
admittance, he desired to speak with lier by herself. Wlien that 
was granted him, he toh^ he»*, that “ he was sent by the gad 
Anubis, wlio was fallen in love with her, and enjoined herlo 
come to him.” Upon this she took the message very kindly, 
and valued herself greatly u}K)n this condescension of Anubis, 
and told her husband, that she had a message sent her, and was 
to sup and lie with Anubis ; so he agreed to her acceptance of the 
offer, as fully satisfied with the chastity of his wile. Accordingly) 
she went to the temple, and afti r she had supped tliere, and it 
was the lioiii to go to sleep, tlic pricbl shut the door^ of tla-* 
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temple, when in the holy part of it, the liglits were also put out- 
Then did Miiiidus leap out, (for he was hidden therein,) and 
did not fail of enjoying her, who W'as at his service all the night 
long, as supposing he was the god ; and when he was gone away, 
^vluch was before those priests wdio knew nothing of this strata- 
gem were stirring, Paulina came early to her husband, and 
told him how the god Anubis had a})peared to her. Among her 
friends, also, she declared how great a value she put upon this 
ilivour, who partly disbelieved the thing, when they i-eflectcd 
on its nature, and partly were amazed at it, as having no pre- 
tence for not believing it, when they considered the modesty 
iuid the dignity of the person. But now, on the third day after 
what had been done, Mundus met Paulina, and said, ‘‘ Nay, 
Paulina, thou hast saved me two hundred thousand drachmae, 
o which sum thou mightest have added to thy own family ; yet 
hast thou not failed to be at my service in the manner I invited 
tliee. As lor the reproaches thou hast laid upon Mundus, I 
value not the business of names; but I rejoice in the pleasure 
I renjKul by what I did, while I took to myself the name of 
‘‘ Anubis.’’ When he said this, he went his way. But now 
she began to come to the sense of the grossness of w hat she had 
clone, mul rent her garments, and told her liusband of the 
horrid nature of this wicked contrivance, and prayed liim not 
to neglect to assist her in this case. So he discovered the fact 
to the emperor ; whereupon Tiberias imjuired into the mailer 
thoroughly by exiimining the priests about it, and ordered 
them to be crucified, as well as Ide, who was the occasion 
of their perdition, and who had contrived the whole matter, 
which was so injurious to tlie woman. He also demolished the 
tcmj)lc of Isis, and gave order that her statue should be thrown 
into the river Tiber ; while he only banished Mnndiis, but did 
no more to him, because he supposed that what crime he had 
committed was done out of the passion of love. And these were 
the circumstances which concerned the temple of Isis, and the 
injuries occasioned by lier priests. I now return to the relation 
of what happened about this time to tlie Jews at Home, as I 
formerly lojd yon 1 would. 

5. There was a man who was a Jew, but had been driven 
away from his own country by an accusation laid against him Ibr 
transgressing their laws, and l)y tlie fear be w as under of punisli- 
'nient for the same; but in all respects a wricked man. He, rlien 
Jiving at Rome, professed to instruct men in the wisilom of the 
|Uiws of Moses. He procured also three other men, entirely of 
^he same character with himself to be his partners. These men 
porscacled Fnlvia, a woman of great dignity, and one that bad 
Iciubraccd the Jewish religion, to send purple and gold to the 
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tem))lc at Jerusalem, and, when they had gotten them, they em- 
ployed them for their own uses, and spent the money them- 
selves, on which account it was that they at first required it of 
her. W^liereupon Tiberius, who had been informed of tlio 
thing by Saturnius, the husband of Fulvia, who desired iiujub 
ry might be made about it, ordered all the Jews to be banished 
out ot Rome ; at Avhich time the consuls listed 4000 men out 
ot them, and sent them to the island Sardinia ; but j)unishe(l a 
great number of them, who were unwilling to become soldiers, 
on account of keeping the laws of their forefathers.* Thus 
Avere these Jew^s banished out of the city by the wickedness of 
four men. 


CHAP. IV. 

Uoxv ihe Samaritans made a fumnlt^ and Pilate destroyed mamj 
of them : hoxei Pilate xvas acensed^ and. xehat things xeci'e done 
by V itelltiis relating to the Jireos and the Parlhians. 

§ 1. But the nation of the Samaritans did not escaj)e whli- 

out tiunults. The man who excited them to it, was one who 
thought lying a thing of little consecjueiice, and who con- 
trived every thing so that the multitude might be jdiuised ; so 
he bid them to get together upon Mount Cieri//im, which is 
by them looked upon as the most holy of all mountains, and 
assured them, that when they were come thither, lu^ would 
show them those sacred vessels which w ere laid under that j)lacT, 
because Moses f put them there. So they came thither armed. 


• Ot tlic banlslinicnt of thcKc "JOOO Jews into Sardinia l>y Tiberius sec Suetonius 
ill ’I'iber. sect. Ud. Hot as* for Itir, Uelaiid’s note here, wliich .supposes, iliat 
could not, consistently with their laws, be uoldiers, it is contradicted i)y one lirancli 
of the history belore ns, and contrary to innumerable instances of their U^ditinp, 
and proving excellent soldiers in war ; and indeed many of the best of them, and 
even under heatlitii kings tliem.selves, did so, those, 1 mean, wlu) allowed liaia 
tlieir rest on the* sabbath day, and other sulemn festivals, and let them live yceind- 
ing to their own laws, as Alexandi r the Great and the I’lolemies of Kgypl d d. 
Jt is true, they could not alwa>‘ o!>ia'ii thobc privileges, and then they got excus'd 
as well as they could, or somefiioes absolutely refused to fight, whicli seems tu 
have been the case here, as to the nspjoi part of the Jews no'v Ijani.shed, hut no- 
thing more. See several of tlie itomau decrees in their favour as to such matters, 
li. XIV. ch. X. 

+ Since IVIoses never came himself beyond Jordan, nor jiartlcuharly to jMouiil 
Gerizzim, and since these Samarit ir., h.ive a tradition amojig thorn, related I'orc 
by Dr. Hudson, from Uelaml, who w’as very .skilful in Jewish and Sainaritrin learn- 
ing, that in llic days of I 'zzi or Ozzi (he* high prieRt, 1 Ghron. vi. 6. the ark and oilas' 
Jiucred vessels were, by (iod’a command, laid up or hidden in IMoimt Gerizzim, it is 
highly probable tliat this was the fooli<^h foundation the present Samaritans wort 
upon, ill the sedition heie descrihed, and that we should read here tog iustwel *d 
*yit in tlie text of Jo:A.pIjus. 
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aiul tliought the discourse of the man probable ; and as they 
abode at a certain village, which was called Tirathaba, they got 
the rest together to them, and desired to go up the mountain in 
a great multitude together : but Pilate prevented their going up, 
by seizing upon the roads with a great band of horsemen and 
Ibotinen, who fell upon those that were gotten together in the 
village; and when it came to an action, some of them they slew, 
and others of them they put to flight, and took a great many 
alive, the principal of whom, and also the most potent of those 
that fled away, Pilate ordered to be slain. 

^1. But when this tumult was appeased, the Samaritan senate 
sent an embassy to Vitellius, a man that had been consul, and 
who was now president of Syria, and accused Pilate of the mur- 
der of those that were killed, for that they did not go to Tira- 
thaha in order to revolt from the Homans, but to escape the 
violence of Pilate. So Vitellius sent Marcellus, a friend of his, 
to take care of the affairs of Judea, and ordered Pilate to go to 
Home, to answ er before the em})eror to the accusations of the 
Jews. So Pilate, when he had tarried ten years in Judea, made 
haste to Rome, and this in obedience to the orders of Vitellius, 
which he durst not contradict; but before he could get to Rome, 
Tiherius was dead. 

3, But Vitellius came into Judea, and w'ent up to Jerusa- 
lem : it w as at the time of that festival which is called the Passo-- 
v<T, Vitellius was there magnificently received, and released 
the iidiabitants of Jerusalem from all the taxes upon the fruits 
that were bought and sold, and gave them leave to have the care 
of the high priesPs vestments, with all their ornaments, and to 
havetln in under the custody of the priest's in the temple, which 
J)ovver they used to have formerly, although at this time they 
>'ere laid up in the tow er of Antonia, the citadel so called, and 
'Jthat on the occasion following: There was one of the [high] 
|)riests, named llyrcanus, and as there w ere many of that name, 
|ie was the first of them; tliis man built a tower near the temple, 
l&nd when he had so done, he generally dwelt in it, and had 
|these VLstments wdth him; because it was hnvful for him alone 
|o put them^on, and he had them there reposited when he went 
^own into the city, and took his ordinary garments; the same 
|hings were continued to be done by Ids sons, and by their sons 
liter them. But w hen Ileroil tame to be king, he rebuilt this 
lower, which was very conveniently situated, in a magnificent 
panner; and because he was a friend to Antonins, he called it 
iy the name of Antonia, And as he found these vestment's 
^iug there, he retained them in the same place, as believing 
pat \ hile lie had them in his custody, the people would make 
Ho innovfltioilc o 1 1 1 t.f Kt.-.. liL’-.'k T-Tnr #\/1 /Iwl w*ic 
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(lone by his son Arclielaus, who was made king alter him ; after 
whom the Romans, when they entered on tlie government, took 
possession of these vestments of the high priest, and liad them 
reposited in a stone chamber, under seal of the priests, aiu] 
of tlie keepers of the temple, the captain of the giuard lighting 
a lamp there every day ; and * seven days before a festival they 
were delivered to them by the captain of the guard, when the 
high jiriest haviiig purified them, and made use of them, laid 
them up again in the same chamber where they had been laid 
up before, and this the very next day after the feast was over. 
Th is was tlie practice at the three yearly festivals, and on the 
fast day ; but Vitelllus put these garments into our own power, 
as ill the days of our forefathers, and ordered the cajilain of tlie 
guard not to trouble himself to iiuiuire where they were laid, 
or when they were to be used : and this he did as au act of kind- 
ness, to oblige the nation to him. Besides which, he also de- 
prived Joseph, who was also called CaUq^has^ of the high ))riest- 
hood, and appointed Jonathan, the son of Aiuuuis, the former 
high priest, to succeed him. After wliich, he took his journey 
back to Antioch. 

4. Moreover, Tiberius sent a letter to Vitellius, and com- 
manded him to make a league of friendshij) with Arlabanus, the 
king of Parthia; for, while he was his enemy, he terrified him, 
because he had taken Armenia away from him, lest he should 
proceed farther, and told him he should no otheiwise trust 
him than upon his giving liim hostages, and especially his 
son Arlabanus. Upon Tiberius’ writing thus to Vitellius, 
by tlie ofler ol’ great jirescnts of money, he jua suaded both the 
king of Iberia, and the king of Albania, to make no delay, but to 
fight against Artabanus ; and although they Avould not do it them- 
selves, yet did they give the Scytliians a passage through their 
country, and opened the Caspian gates to ihem, aiulbroiight them 
upon Artabanus. So Armenia wasagain taken I'rom the Partliiaus, 
and the country of Parthia was filled with war, and the prin- 
cipal of their men were slain, and all these things were in disorder 
among them : the king’s son also himself fell in these wars, 
together with many ten thousands of liis army. Vitellius had 
also sent such great suiul oI‘ money to Artabanus’ father’s kim>“ 
men and friends, that be had almost procured him to be slahi h)’ 

* ITiis mention of the* priest s sacred garments received seven days 
a festival, and purified in tlio'C days against a festival, as having been polluted 
being in the custody of heathens, in Josephus, agrees well with the traditions of 

Talmudists, as Reland here observes Nor is there any question but the three feasts 
here mentioned, were the Passover, Pentecost, and Feast of Tabernacles ; and the 

Fast, so called by way of distinction, as Acts xwii. 9. was the great day of expiatio*** 
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the means of those brilics which they liad taken. And when 
Artabaniis perceived that the plot laid against him was not to be 
avoided, because it was laid by the principal men, and those a 
meat many in number, and that it would certainly take effect; 
when he Jiad estimated tlie number of those that w^ere truly 
faithful to him, as also of those who w^cre already corrupted, but 
were deceitful in the kindness they professed to him, and were 
likely, u])on trial, to go over to his enemies, lui made his escape 
to the upper ])rovinces, where he alterwards raised a great army 
out of the Dabje and Sacm, and Ibught with his enemies, and re- 
tained his ])rincipality. 

5. WlienTiberius had heard of these things, he desired tohave 
a league of friendship made between him and Artiibanus ; and, 
when, upon this invitation, he received the proposal kindly, Ar- 
tabanns and Vitc llius went to Kin)hrates, and as abridge was laid 
over the river, they each of them came wdth their guards about 
them, and met one another on the midst of the bridge. And w hen 
they bad agreed uj^cm tbe terms of peace, Herod the telrarch 
erected a rich tent in tlu; midst of the passage, and made' them a 
feast there ; Artabanus also, not long aftervvartls, sent his son Da- 
rius, as a hostage, with many presents, among wbicli there was 
a man seV(m cubits tall, a J(*w lu* was by birth, and his name 
Avas Elcazar^ who, I'or his tallness, w’as called a giant. After 
whicli \'itellius went to Antioch, and Artabanus to Babylon; 
but Herod [the tetrarch] being desirous to give Cmsar the first 
information that they had obtained hostages, stmt posts w ith let- 
ters, wherein he had aeeurately <Ioscrihed all the })articulars, and 
had left nothing foi* the ct)nsular Vilc‘llius to inform him of. Ihit 
Avheii Vitelliiis’ letters wrnre sent, ami (\*esar had K t him know” 
that he w”as aetjuainted w”itb the affairs already, beeanse Herod 
had given him an account of them before, Vilelliiis was very 
much troubled at it; and suptmsing that he had bt'cn thereby a 
greater sufferer than he really was, he kept up a secret anger 
upon this occasion, till he could be rcvengetl on him, which was 
ailer Cains had taken the goverinnent. 

G. About this time it was that l^hilip, Herod’s brother, de- 
parted this fife, in the tw'cnlietli year * of the reign of Tiberius, 
after he liad been tetrarch of Trachonitis, and Gaulimitis, and of 


* This calculation from all Josephus* Greek copies, is exactly right : for since 
Herod died about September, in the fourlh year before the C'hrislian era, and 
Tiberius began, it is well known, Aug- 19 A. 1). 1*1. it is evident that the 37tli 
year ot Philip, reekoned from Ids father’s death, was the 20th of T'iberius, or near 
the end of A. I). 33. (the very year of our Saviour*s death also,) or, how’cver, in 
the beginning of tlie next year, A. 1). 3*1. TTiis Philip tbe tetrarch seems to have 
been tl)c* best of all the po-.terilv of Herod, for bis love of peace, and his love of 
justice. 
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the nation of the Bataiieans also, thirty-seven years. He had 
showed himself a person of moderation and quietness in the con- 
duct of his life and ooverninent; he constantly lived in tliat coun- 
try which was subject to liim;* he used to make liis progress 
with a few chosen friends ; his tribunal also, on which he sat in 
judgment, followed him in his progress; and when any one met 
him who wanted liis assistance, he made no delay, but had his 
tribunal set down immediately, wheresoever he happened to be, 
and sat down upon it, and heard his complaint: he there ortlered 
the guilty that were convicted to be punished, and absolved those 
that had been accused unjustly. He died at Julias; and when 
he was carried to that monument which he had already erected 
for himself beforehand, he was buried with great pomp. His 
principality Tiberius took, for he left no sons behind him, and 
added it to the province of Syria, but gave order that the tri- 
butes w hich arose from it should be collected, and laid up in Ids 
tetrarchy. 


CHAP. V. 

Herod the tetrarch makes *vcar tc/VA Aretas^ the A/V?" of Arabia, 
and is beaten by him ; as also concerning the death (f John /lu; 
Baptist ; how Vitellius xcent tip to Jerusalem ; together with 
some account of Agrippa^ and of the posterity of Herod the 
Great, 

§ 1. iVnouT this time, Aretas, the king of Arabia Petrea, 

and Herod, had a quiirrel on the account following: — Herod 
the tetrarch had married the daughter of Aretas, and had livul 
with her a great while, but when he was once at Rome, he 
lodged with lIerod,f who was his brotlier indeed, but not In 
the same mother; for this Herod was the son of the higli priot 
Simon’s daughter. However, he fell in love with Herodiiis 
this last Herod’s wife, who w^as the daughter of Aristobulus 
their brother, and the sister of Agrippa the Great; this man 

• An excellent example this. 

f This Herod seems to have had the additional name of Phi/ipf as Anti])as wis 
named Herod Antiima, and as Antipas and Antipater seem to he in a inaiimr the 
very same name, yet wore the names of two sons of Herod the (ireat ; 

Philip the tetraiv'h and this Herod Philip he two different ions of the sarr fatlmf. 
ail which Grotias observes on Matt. xiv. .'5. Nor was it, is I a^reo witl Grutnis 
and others of the learned, Philip tl-e tetrarch, hut this H rod Philip, wli )se 'ile 
Herod the tetrarch had married, and tliat in her first husband’s lifetime, and 'vl't’” 
her first husband had issue by her ; for which adulterous and incestuous inarnai;^. 
John tlie Baptist justly reproved Herod the tctrarcli, and for which reproof 
the daughter of Herodias, by her first husband Herod Philip, who was still 
occasioned him to be unjustly beheaded. 
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ventured to talk to her about a marriage between them, which 
address when she admitted, an agreement was made for her to 
change her habitation, and come to him as soon as he should re- 
turn from Rome : one article of this marriage also was tliis, 
that he should divorce Aretas’ daughter. So Aiitipas, when he 
had made this agreement, sailed to Rome ; but when he had done 
there the business he went about, and was returned again, his 
wife having discovered the agreement he had made witli Hero- 
dias, and having learned it before he had notice of her knowledge 
of the whole design, she desired him to send her to Macherus, 
which is a place in the borders of the dominions of Aretas and 
Herod, without informing him of any of her intentions. Ac- 
cordingly Herod sent her thither, as thinking his wife had not 
perceived any thing, now, she had sent a good while before to 
Macherus, who was subject to her father, and so all things ne- 
cessary for her journey w^ere made ready for her by the general 
of Aretas’ army ; and by that means she soon came into Ara- 
bia, under ihc conduct of the several generals, who carried her 
from one to another successively, and she soon came to her father, 
and told him of Herod’s intentions. So Aretas made this the 
first occasion of his enmity between him and Herod, who liad 
also some (juarrcl with him about their limits at the country of 
Gemalltis. So they raised armies on both sides, and prepared 
for war, and sent their generals to fight instead of themselves , 
and, w lu ri they iiad joined battle, all Herod’s army was destroy- 
ed by the treachery of some fugitives, who, though they were of 
the teirarchy of Phili]), joined with Herod’s army. So Herod 
wrote about these afhiirs to Tiberius, who being very angry at 
the attempt made l)y Aretas, wrote to Vitelliiis, to make war 
upon him, and either to take him alive, aiul bring him to him in 
bonds, or to kill him, and send him his head. This was the 
charge that Tiberius gave to the ))resident of Syria. 

2. Now', some of the .Jews ihoiiglit that the destruction of He- 
rod’s army came from God, and that very justly, as a punish - 
incut of w hat he did against John, that was called the Baptist, 
for Herod slew i)im, w ho was a m)od man, and commanded the 
Jews to exercise virtue, both as to rigliteonsness towards one 
another, aiid })iety towards God, and solo come to baptism; for 
that the washiiig [with water] would bo acceptable to him, if 
they made use of it, not in o.iler to the putting away [or the 
remission] of some sins [only,] but for the purification of the 
body; supposing still that the soul was thoroughly purified be- 
forehand by righteousness. Now, when [many] others came in 
crowtls about him; for they voic greatly moved [or pleased] 
by hearing bis words ; 1 Icrod", who leaved lest the great influence 
Johii liad over the people might put it Ins powTV and inch* 
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nation to raise rebellion, (for they seemed to do any thing he 
should advise,) thought it best, by putting him to death, to 
prevent any mischief he might cause, and not bring himself into 
difficulties, by sparing a man wlio might make him repent of it 
when it should be too late. Accordingly he was sent a prisoner, 
out of Herod’s suspicious temper, to Macherus, the castle I be- 
fore mentioned, and was there put to death. Now, the Jews had 
an opinion that the destruction of this army was sent as a 
punishment to Herod, and a mark of God’s displeasure to him. 

3. So Vitellius prepared to make war with Aretas, having 
with him two legions of armed men : he also took with him all 
those of light armature, and of the horsemen which belonged 
to them, and were draw n out of those kingdoms w hich w ere un- 
der the Romans, and made haste for Petra, and came to Ptolc- 
mais. But as he was marching very busily, and leading his ar- 
my through Judea, the principal men met him, and desii ed that 
he would not thus march through their land : for that the laws 
of their country would not permit them to overlook those images 
which were brought into it, of which there were a great many 
in their ensigns ; so he was persuaded by w hat tliey said, and 
changed that resolution of his, which he had before taken in this 
matter. Whereupon he ordered the army to march along the 
great plain, wdiile he himself, with Herod the tetrarch, and his 
friends, went u]) to Jerusalem to oiler saeriliee to God, an ancient 
festival of the Jews being then just apj)roaching; and w lum he had 
been there, and been honourably eiitertained by the multitude of 
the Jews, he made a stay there tor tliree days, w ithin wliicli time 
he deprived Jonalhaii of the high priesthood, and gave it to his 
brother Theophilus. But wlnm on tin; tbiirth day letters came 
to him, w hich informed him of the death of Tiberius, Ik' obliged 
the multitude to take an oalli of lidedity to Gains; he also recall- 
ed his army, and made them every one go home, and take their 
winter Cjuarters tliere, since upon the devolution ol’ the empire 
upon Cuius, he had not the like authority of making this war 
which he had belbre. It was also la'ported, \hat when Aretas 
heard of the coming of V itellius to fight him, lie said, upon hi*’ 
consulting the diviners, that it was impossible that this army ot 
Vitellius’ could enter Petra: lor that one of the rulers would 
die, either he that gave the orders tor the war, or he that was 
marcliing at ihe other’s desire, in order to be subservient tolas 
will, or else be against w'ho-p this army is prepared. So Vitel- 
lius truly retired to Antioch : but Agrippa, the son of Aristobu- 
lus, went up to Rome, a year Ixdbrn the death ol’ Tiberius, in 
order to treat of some afliiirs with the emperor, if he might b(- 
permitted so to do. I havenow^ a miiul to describe Herod and 
his family, how it fared with them, partly because it is suitable 



ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 


75 


Chap. V. 

to this history, to speak of that matter, and partly because this 
thing is a demonstration of the interposition of Providence, how 
a inultitiide of children is of no advantage, no more than any 
other strength that mankind set tlieir hearts upon, besides those 
acts of})iety which are done towards God: for it ha])pened, that, 
within the revolution of a hundred years, the posterity of He- 
rod, which were a ^reat many hi number, were, excepting a few, 
utterly destroyed.* One may well a|)ply tliis for the instruc- 
tion of mankind, and learn thence how unhappy they were ; it 
will also show us the history of Agrijipa, who, as he was a per- 
son most worthy of admiration, so was he from a private man, 
beyond all the expectation of those that knew him, advanced to 
great [lower and authority. I have said something of them for- 
nierly, but I shall now also speak accurately about them. 

4. Ilerod the Great had two daughters by Mariamne, the 
[grand] daughter of Ilyrcanus; the one was JSalampsio, who 
was iiunried to Phasaelus, her first cousin, who was himself the 
Bon of Phasaelus, I lerod’s brother, lier father making the match; 
the other was Cv[)ros, who was herself married also to her first 
icoiisin Antipater, tlu; son of Salome, I lerod’s sister. Phasaelus 
hnd live children by Salainpsio, Antijiater, Ilerod, and Alex- 
Biider; aial two daughters, Alexandra and Cyprus; which last, 
Agrippa, the son of Aristobulus, married, aiul Timius of Cyprus 
Inarricd Alexandra; he was a man ol* note, but had by her no 
tliildren. Agrip[)a had by Cy[)ros two sons, and three daugh- 
ters, w hich daughters w ere named Bernice, Mariamne, and Dru- 
^illa ; but the names of the sons were Agrippa, and Drusus, of 
|^'hich Drii'sii.^j died before he came to the years of [inberty; but 
dieir father, Agrijipa, was brought up w itli his other brethren, 
rlerod and Aristobulus, for these were also the sous of the son 
bf Herod the Great, by Bernice; but Bernice was the daughter 
bl Costobarus and of Salome, wdio was Herod’s sister. Aristo- 
bulus left these infants, when lie was slain by his father, to- 
L'ther wath ins brother Alexander, as we have already related, 
lut w hen they w ere arrived at years of [)ubi*rty, this Herod, the 
brother of Agri})[)a, married Alariamne, the (laughter of Olym- 
bias, who was the (laughter of Herod the king, and of Joseph, 
iie son of Joseph, who was brother to Herod the king, and had 
>y her a son, Aristobulus; but Aristobulus, the third brother 
►1 Agrippa, married Jotape, tlvC ilaughter of Sampsigoramus, 

dug of Emesa ;f they had a daughter w ho w as deal', w hose 

! 

Whether this sudden extinction of almost the entire lineage of Ilerod tlio 
peat, whicii was very numerous, as we are both here aud in the lU'Xt section 
morined, was not in part as a ])unishmcnt t< r the gross iiico' ts they were fiecjiicntly 
of, in marrying their ow'n nepiu'ws andniecis, well deserves to be considered, 
r xviii. 6', 7. xxi. 10. aud Noldius de Ilerod. No. ‘JOi), 270. 

i t ilicrc are coins still extant of this Kmesa, as Spar.lielm iulbims us. 
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name also wras Jotape : and these hitherto were the children ot‘ 
the male line. But Herodias, their sister, was married to He- 
rod [Pliilip,] the son oF Herod the Great, wdio was born of Ma- 
riamnc, the daughter of Simon the high priest, who had a daugh- 
ter, Salome ; after whose birth Herodias took upon her to con- 
found the laws of our country, and divorced herself from her 
husband wliile he was alive, and was married to Herod [Anti- 
pas,] her husbaiurs brotJier by the father’s side; he was tetrarch 
of Galilee : but her daughter Salome was married to Philip, the 
bon of Herod, and tetrarch of '^frachonitis, and, as he died child- 
less, Aristobulus, tlie son of Herod, the brother of Agrippa, 
married her; they had three sons, Herod, Agrippa, and Aristo- 
bulus, and this was tlie posterity of Pliasaelus and Salaiupsio. 
Blit the daughter of Antipater by Cy})r()s, was Cypros, whom 
Alexis Selcias, the son of Alexas, married ; they had a daugh- 
ter, Cyprus ; but Herod and Alexander, who, as w^e told you, 
w’ere the brothers of Anti])ater, died childless. As to Alexan- 
der, the son of Herod the king, who was slain by Jiis father, lie 
had two sons, Alexander and Tigranes, by the daughter of Ar- 
chelaus, king of Caj)])adocia ; Tigranes, who was king of Ar- 
menia, was accused at Home, and died childless; Alexander had 
a son of the same name w'ith his brother Tigranes, and was sent 
to take possession of the kingdom of Armenia by Nero; lie liad 
a son, Alexander, who married Jotape,"* the daughter of Antio- 
chus, the king of Cominagena ; Vespasian made him king of an 
island in Cicilia. But these descend ants of Alexander, soon after 
their birth, deseite^l the Jewish religion, and wmit over to that of 
the Greeks ; but for the rest of the daughters of Herod the king, 
it happened that they died childless. And as tiicse desceiidaiitj 
of Herod, w hom w e have enumerated, were in lieiiigat the same 
time that Agrippa the Great took the kingdom, and I have now 
given an account of them, it now- remains that 1 relate the severnl 
hard fortunes which befell Agrippa, and how hegot clear of them, 
and was advanced to the greatest height of dignity and power. 


CHAP. VI. 

Q/* the navigation of king Agrippa to Ronie^ to Tiber ins CVrsar ; 
and how^ upon his being aecured bij his ovon freed nian^ he tcv/i 
hound: how also he was sd at liber iy by Caias^ after Tiberius 
deaths and VkUS niade king of the tetrarchy of Philip, 

■I 1. A LITTLE before the death of Herod the king, Agi ip- 
pa lived at Rome, and was generally brought u}) and convei'sfei! 

* Spanbeim also infornig ug of a coin atili extant of Lliis Jotape, dauj{t)ter of the 
king of Commagena. 
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with DrusiiSj the Emperor, Tiberius’ son, and contracted a 
friendship with Antonio, the wife of Driisus the Great, who 
had his mother Bernice in great esteem, and was very desi- 
rous of advancing her son. Now, as Agrippa was by nature 
magnanimous and generous in the presents lie made, while his 
mother was alive, this inclination of his mind did not appear, 
that he might be able to avoid her anger for such his extrava- 
gance ; but when Bernice was dead, and iic was left to his own 
conduct, he spent a great deal extravagantly in his daily way of 
living, and a great deal in the immoderate presents he made, and 
those chiefly among Ctesav’s freed men, in order to gain their 
assistance, insomuch that lie was in a little time, reduced to po- 
verty, and coidd not live at Rome any longer. Tiberius also 
forbade the friends of his deceased son to come into his sight, 
because on seeing them he should be put in mind of his son, 
and his grief would thereby be revived. 

2. For these reasons lie went away from Rome, and sailed to 
Judea, but in evil circumstances, being dejected w ith the loss of 
that money, which he once had, and because he had not where- 
withal to pay his creditors, who were many in number, and such 
as gave him no room for escaping them. Whereinion he knew 
not what to do ; so, for shame of his present condition, he retired 
to a certain tower, at Malatlia, in Idumea, and had thoughts of 
killing himself; but his wife Cypros perceived his intentions, 
and tried all sorts of methods to divert him from his taking such 
a course : so she sent a letter to his sister Ilerodias, who was 
now the w ife of llcrod the tetrarch, and let her know Agrip- 
pa’s jireseut design, and w hat necessity it was w hich drove him 
thereto, and desired her, as a kinsw oman of his, to give him lier 
help, and to engage her husband to rlo the same, since she saw 
howslie alleviated these her husband’s troubles all she could, al- 
though she had not the like wealth to do it wnlhal. Sotlieysent 
him, and allotted him Tiberias for his habitation, and ajipoiiUed 
him some income of money for his maintenance, and made him 
a magistrate of that city, by way of honour to him. Yet did not 
Herod long continue in that resolution of supporting him, 
though oven that sujiport was wot sulVicient for him ; for, as once 
they w'ore at a feast at Tyre, and in their cups, and reproaches 
'verc cast npcxti one another, Agrippa thought that w as not to be 
borne, while llerotl hit him in tlie teeth with his poverty, and 
with his owing his necessary food to him. So he went to Flac- 
cus, one that had been consul, and had been a very great friend 
to him at Rome formerly, and was now' president of Syria. 

3. Hereupon Flacciis received liim kindly, and he lived witli 
l^hn. Flaccus had also with him tliere Aristobiilns, who was 
indeed Agrippa’s brother but was at variance with him ; ycl 
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did not their enmity to one another hinder the friendship of Flac- 
cus to them both, but still they were honourably treated by him. 
However, Aristobulus did not abate of his ill-will to Agrippa, 
till at length he brought him into ill terms with Fhiccus : the 
occasion of bringing on which estrangement was this: The Da- 
mascens were at ditterence with the Sidoniaiis about their limits, 
and when Flaccus was about to hear the cause between them, 
they understood that Agrip})a had a mighty influence upon him ; 
so they desired that he w^ould be of their side and for tliat favour 
promised him a great deal of money ; so he was zealous in assist- 
ing the Dainascens as far as he was able. Now, Aristobulus 
had gotten intelligence of this promise of money to him, and ac- 
cused him to Flaccus of the same; and when, upon a thoroiigli 
examination of the matter, it appeared })lainly so to be, he i c- 
jected Agrippa out of the number of his friends. JSo he w as re- 
duced to the utmost necessity, and came to Ptolemais; and be- 
cause he knew' not where else to get a livelihood, he thought to 
sail to Italy; but as he w^as restrained from so doing by want of 
money, he desired Marsyas, wlio w'as his freed man, to find .some 
method for procuring him .so much as he wanted lor that pur- 
pose, by borrowing such a sum of some person or other. ►So 
Marsyas desired of IVter, who w'as the freed man ol' Bernice, 
Agrippa^s motlier, and by the right of her testament was h.!- 
queathcd to Antonia, to lend so much upon Agrippa’s ow n bond 
and security ; but he accused Agri})})a of having deiVauded him 
of certain sums of moiuw, ami so obliged Mar.syas, when Ik.' 
made the bond of 20, 000 Attic drachmic, to aece})l of 2, ,'300 
drachirue* less than w hat lie det>irevl, w hich the other allowed ofi 
because he could not help it. Upon the receipt of this inoiiev, 
Agrippa came to Anlh(.*don, and took shi})ping, ami was goiiiif 
to set sail ; but Herennins Cajiito, who was the procurator ol 
Jamnia, sent a hand of soldiers to di inaml of him ," 300,000 drach- 
mae of silver wliicli w't*re by him owing to Cmsar's treasury 
wliile be wa.s at Home, and so forced him to stay. IJe then |)It- 
tended that he would tlo as lie bid him : but wlu u night caiia* 
on, he cut his cables, and went ojf, and sailed to Alex:iiuln:t, 
where he desiretl Alexander tlie .'\labarch f to send him 200, OOt^ 
clraclinue; but be said be would not lend it to him, but wouhl 
not refuse it to (/ypros, as greatly astonished at her aflectioii to 
her husband, and at the ot her instances ol* Iier virtue, so she un- 
dertook to repay it. Accordingly, Alexander paid them live ta- 
lents at Alexandria, and promised to ])ay them the rest ol that 

• Spanheim observes, that we h.ive here an instance of the Attic tpianiity of u';t’ 
money, whicli was the ei«;liih part of the original auin, or VZ per cent, for siK’h ” 
{>ioportioii of 2, .'500 to L0/XK>. 

I i he governor of Jews there. 
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sum at Dicearchia [Futeoli;] and this he did out of the fear he 
was in iiuit Agrippa would soon spend it. So this Cypros set 
her husband free, and dismissed him to go on with his naviga- 
tion to Italy, while she and her children departed for Judea. 

4. And ]iow Agri})pa was come to Piiteoli, whence he wrote 
a letter to I'iberius Cmsar, who then lived at Capreae, and told 
him, tluit he was come so far in order to wait on him, and to pay 
him a visit ; and desired that he woidd give him leave to come 
over to Caprem : so Tiberius made no dilliculty, but wrote to 
him in an obliging way in other respects, and withal told him, 
he was glad of his safe return, and desired him to come to Ca- 
preic, and when he was come, he did not fail to treat him as 
kindly, as he had promised him in his letter to do. But the next 
(lay came a letter to Cmsar from llerenius Ca[)ito, to inform 
him, that Agrip|)a had borrowed 300,000 drachma', and not paid 
it at the time a})pointed ; but, when it was demanded of liiin, 
he ran away like a fugitive, out of the places under his govern- 
ment, and [)ut it out of his power to get the money of him. 
\V’hen Ca'sar had read this letter, he was much troubled at 
it, and gave' order that Agrippa should be excluded from his pre- 
sejice, until he had paid that debt : upon which he was no w^ay 
(laimled at Ca*sar’s auger, but entreated Antonia, the mother of 
Gernianicus, and ol‘ Claudius, who was al'terwards Ca\sar Uim- 
seir, to lend him those 300,000 drachma, that he might not be 
deprived of Tiberius* friendship ; so, out of regard to the me- 
jnory of Bernice his mother, (for these two women were very 
familiar with one another,) and out of regartl to his and Clau- 
dius* education together, she lent him the money ; and, upon 
the payment of this debt, theie was nothing to hinder Tiberius* 
t'rieiul.shi}) to him. Alter this, 'Tiberius Ca'sar recommended 
to him his grandson, ^ and oixlered that he should always accom- 
pany him when he went abroad. But, u})on Agrippa’s kind re- 
ception by Antonia, he betot)k himseli to jmy his respects to 
Cains, who was her graiulson, and in very high reputation by 
reason of the good-will they bore his falher.f Now there was 
one Thallus, a freed man of C’icsar, of whom he borrowed a 
million of drachma*, and thence n paid Antonia the debt he owed 
her; and by spending the overj)his in ])aying his court to Cuius, 
became a }X“rson of great authority with him. 

5. Now' as the friendship which Agrippa had ibr Cains was 
come to a great height, there happened some words to pass be- 
tweeJi them, as they once were in a chariot together, concerning 
i iberius ; Agrippa praying [to Clod,] (for they two sat by 
themselves,) that “ 'Tiberius might soon go oil the stage, and 
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leave the government to Cains, who was in every respect more 
worthy of it.” Now, Eutychus, who was Agi'ippa’s freed 
man, anti drove his chariot, heard these words, and at that time 
said nothing of tliein : but when Agrip})a accused him of steal- 
ing some garments of his, (which was certainly true,) he ran 
away from him; but when he was caught, anti brt)ught before 
Piso, who was governor t)f the city, anti the man was asked 
why he ran away ? he j cplied, that ho had stuncwhat to say to 
Csesar, that tentletl to his security and preservation : so Piso 
bound him, and sent him to Caprem. But Tiberius, according 
to his usual custom, kept him still in bontls, being a delayer oi 
afRiirs, if ever there was any other king or tyrant that was so; 
for he did not atlmit ambassadors tpiickly, anti no successors were 
despatched away to governors or procuratt)rs of the provinces, 
that had been lormerly sent, unless they were deatl ; w hence it 
w'as, that he was so negligent in hearing the causes of prisoners; 
insomuch, that w hen he was asked by his friends, wliat was the 
reason of his delay in such cases ? he said, 'J'hat he tlelayetl to 
“ hear ambassadors, lest, upon their tpiick tlisinission, other 
ambassadors should be appt)inted, aiid return upon him; aiul 
‘‘ so he shojld bring trouble upon himself in their public rccep- 
tion and dismission : that he permitted those governors, w ho 
had been sent once to their tjovernmeiit [ to stav there a oreat 
while,] out of regard to the std)jects that were under them; 
for that all governors are naturally disposed to get as much 
as they can, and that those who are not to lix there, but to 
stay a sJiort time, and that an uncertainty, when they shall 
“ be turned out, lio the more sevi‘rely hurry themselves on to 
“ fleece the ])eople; but that, if their government be long ceii- 
“ tiimed to them, they are at last satiated with the spoils, as 
having gotten a Viist ch.al, and so become at ieiiglh less sharp 
in their pillaging; but that, if successors are sent (juickly, tin* 
‘‘ poor subjects, who are exposed to them as a ])rey, will not be 
able to bear tlie new' oiies, w hile they shall not havt* the same 
time allow ed them, w herein their })redecessors had lilled ihein- 
selves, and so grew more unconcerned about getting more; 
and this because they are removed lu^ibre they liave bad time 
[for their oppressicjiis.] lie gave tliejii an examj)le to show 
Jiis meaning ; A great imniber of flies came about the sore 
places ol a man that had been w'oiinded; uj)<)n which one ol 
the slanders by pitied the man’s misfortune, and thinking lie 
“ was not able to drive tlioscj flics away himself, was going to 
“ drive them away for liijn ; but he prayed him to Jet luein 
alone : the other, by way ol’ i ej)ly, asked him the reason of such 
prej)osterous proceeding, in prirvimting relief from liis ])re' 
‘‘ sent misery; to which he answered, If tliou drivest these flies 
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“ away, thou wilt hurt me worse; for, as these are already full 
« of my blood, they do not crowd about me, nor pain me so 
much as before, but are sometimes more remiss, while the 
fresh ones that come almost famished, and find me quite tired 
down already, will be my destruction. For tliis cause, thcre- 
‘‘ fore, it is, that I am myself careful not to send such new go- 
vernors jierpetinilly to those my subjects, who are already 
suHiciently harassed by many oppressions, as many, like these 
“ flics, larther distress them ; and so, besides their natural desire 
« of gain, may have this additional incitement to it, that they 
expect to be suddenly deprived of that pleasure which they 
tnk(^ in it.” And, as a farther attestation to what I say of the 
dilatory nature of Tiberius, 1 appeal to this his practice itself; 
for, although he were emperor twenty-two years, he sent in all 
hut two procurators to govern the nation of the Jews, CTralus, 
and his successor in the government, Pilate. Nor was he in one 
way of acting with respect to the Jews, and in another with re- 
sj)ect to the rest ol his subjects. He farther inlormed them, that 
even in the hearing of the causes of prisoners, he made such de- 
hiys, because immediate death to those that must be condemned 
U) die, would be an alleviation of their ])resent miseries, while 
“ llu)se vvick(‘d wretches have not dcescuved any such favour; 
“ hut I do i(, that, by being harasseil with tlu^ present calamity, 
they may undergo greatcu* misery.” 

(). On this account it was that Kutycluis could not obtain 
a hearing, but was ke|)t still in prison. However, some time al- 
terward, Tiberius came tVoni Caprem to Tusculaniim, which 
is about a himdri'd furloiigs from Kome. Agrippa then de- 
sired of Antonia, that she would ])rocnre a hearing for Knty- 
chus, lc*l the mailer w hereof he aeensed him ])rove what it would. 
Now, Antonia was greatly esteemed by Tiberius on all accounts, 
from the dignity of her relation to him, who liad been his bro- 
tlier Drusns’ wife, and I’rom her eminent chastity;* for llioiigli 
she w^ere still a young woman, she continued in her widowlmod, 
and refused all other matches, altliongh Augustus had enjoined 
her to be married to somebody else; yet did she all along pre- 
serve her reputation free Itom reproach. ISlie had also been 

* This lii^h conimentlaiioii of Antoni.i for marrying hut oiuv, given here, 
nnd supposvti elsewhere, Antiej. 13. X VI I. eli. xiii. sect 1. and tliis, iu)t\Nitlislamling 
the strongest tefuptations, shows how honourable single marriages were both among 
the Jews and Homans, in the days of .losephns and of the apostles and takes away 
much ol that surprise whieh the modern lV)testa'>ts have at those laws of the apos* 
ih's, where no widows, hut those who had htrii the wives of onr lnt>lhtnd only, arc 
hiken Into tlie cliureli-list, and no bishops, priests, or deacons, are allowed to mari-y 
more than once, without leaving tdlTo officiate its clergymen any longer. See Luke 
5f3. 1 Tim. V. II, 12. iii. 2, 12. Til. i. 10. Coiistitul. Apost. B. IT. sect. I, 2. 
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the greatest benefactress to Tiberius, when there was a very 
dangerous plot laid against him by Sejamis, a man who had 
been her husband’s friend, and who had the greatest au- 
thority, because he was general of the army, and when many 
members of the senate, and many of the freetl men joined 
with him, and the soldiery was corrupted, and the ])lot was 
come to a great height. Now' 8(janus had certainly gained 
his point, had not Antonia’s boldness been more wisely con- 
ducted than Sejaniis’ malice ; for, when she had discovered 
his designs against Tiberius, she wrote him an exact accouin 
of the whole, and gave tlu^ letter to Ballus, the most faithful of 
her servants, and sent him to Caj)rea* to Tiberius, who, when 
he understood it, slew iSt Janus and his confederates ; so that 
Tiberius, wko had her in great esteem before, now' looketl u})oi] 
Jier with still greater res})ect, and depended upon her in all things, 
So, when Tiberius was desired by this Antonia to i‘xamine Kuty. 
chus, he answered, “ If indeed Eutychus hath filsely' accused 
“ Agrippa in what lie hath said of him, he hath had sidlicieiil 
“ punishment by what I have done to him already; but if, u|)oii 
“ examination, the accusation aj)pears to be trui‘, let Agri|)|)a 
“ have a care, lest out of desire of })unishing his freed man, lu; 
“ do not rather bring a ])unishment upt)n himself.” Now' when 
Antonia told Agripj)a of this, he was still much tnore pressing 
that the matter might be examined into ; so Antonia, upon 
Agrippa’s lying hard at her continually to beg his favour, took 
the following ()p[)()rt unity : As Tiberius lay once at his ease upon 
Ins sedan, and was carried about, and Cains, la r grandson, and 
Agrippa, were before him after dinner, she walk(‘d by the sidaii, 
and tlesired him to call Kutychus, and have him examined; to 
which he replied, “ () Antonia ! the gods are my w itnesses, iliui 
“ 1 am Induced to do what I am going to do, not by my own 
“ inclination, but because I am Ibrcial to it by thy prayers' 
When he had said this, he ordered Macro, w ho succeeded Srj:!- 
nus, to bring Kutychus to him ; accordingly, w ithout any dt lay. 
he was brought. Then 'J'iberins asked him, what he had to 
say against a man who had given him his libm ty ? Cp'on whidi 
he said, “ O my lord ! this Cains and Agrippa w ith him, weiv 

B. VI. sect. 17. Can. 15. XVIL in Loc. ii. .76. anti Uospons, ail Consult. C;^- 

hikI. p. '14. and Cotclt.4. in ('un-iiiiuj. li. VI. -tirt. xvii. And 'i'liat I'ertulliii' 
owns tlii-s law, against setorjd inarri.i;p s td'tlic dorgy liad bcfii oru i* at least i xtuitid 
in bis time ; anti boaNiiy coniplains t sewl en-, that the breat li llieretd* Itad n«)t breii al- 
ways puni^bt'd by ».be ('.'itlndics as it oni^bt to have been. Jerome, speakin;^ ol 
reputation of man) iiijr twice, says, 'I’bat nusucb person could be clioaui into die t ier;.’} 
ill his days ; which Aup;ll^line lesiilie-. al aj ; ami tor I'.pipbanius, rallier earlier, 

IS clear and foil to the same purpose, and says, that law obtained over the wliol^ 
talliolic Cbur(?h in hi-; days; as tin* places in the tbrecited authors inlbrin ns. 
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once riding in a chariot, when 1 sat at their feet, and among 
<« other discourses that passed, Agri})pa said to Cains, O that the 
u Jav would once come, when this old I’ellow will die, and 
name thee for the governor of the habitable earth ! for then 
this Tiberius, his grandson, would be no hinderance, but 
<< would be taken olf by thee, and that earth would be happy, 

«« and 1 ha})})y also.” Now, Tiberius look these to be truly 
^oTi})pa’s words, and bearing a grudge withal at Agrippa, be- 
cause, when he had coinmanded him to j)ay his respects to 
'Piberius his grandson, and tlie son of Drusus, Agrip}>a had not 
paid him that respect, but had disobeyed his commands, and 
transferred all their regard to Cains; lie said to Macro, Bind 
<< this man.” But Macro, not tlistinclly knowing which ol thein 
it was whom he bid him bind, and not exjiecting that he would 
liave any such thing done to Agri])})a, 1 k‘ forbore, and came to 
ask more distinctly what it was that he said Z Ihit, when Ca‘sar 
had gone round tlie hijipodrome, he found Agri})})a standing; 
For certain,” said he, ‘‘ Macro, this is the man I meant to 
have boinul and wluai lu* still asked, ‘‘ W'liieh of these is to 
‘‘ be l)ouiul !” he said, Agrip})a.” Cj)on whieli Agrippa be- 
took bimse.ir to maki‘. siipiilication for himseir, putting bvm in 
mind of his son, with whom he was brought up, aiul ol' Tiberius 
[his giandson] whom lu) hail educated: but all to no pinjiose, 
ibr tliev led him about bound even in his purple garments. 
It was also very hot weather, and they had but little wine 
to their meal, so that he was very thirsty ; he was also iii a 
sort of :igonv, and took this treatment ot him heinously; as he 
thorelbie saw one of Cains’ slaves, whose name was 
carrving some water in a vessel, he desired that he would let 
him drink; so the servant gavi* liim some water to drink, and 
jne drank heartily, and said, O tiniu boy ! this service oi thine 
“ to in(‘ w ill be for tby advantage ; tor, it 1 once get clear 
‘‘ of these my bonds, 1 will soon procure thee tliy freedom 
of (hdns, who has not been wanting to minister to me, now 
I am in bonds, in the same manner as when I was in iny 
“ lormer state and dijinitv.” Nor did In* deceive him in what 
he proinist'd him, but made him amends for what he had now 
done; for, wlieii afterward Agrippa was come U) the kingdom, 
lie to(‘k })artieidar care of 'rhainnastus, and gi)t him his liberty 
Iron; C ains^- and made him llie steward over his own estate; 
iiiid when lie cImhI, he h‘lt him it) Agrippa liis son, and to Ber- 
nice his daughter, to minister to Uiein in the same capacity. 
Ihe man also grew tild in that lu)iu>urabhi pt)st, and therein 
died. Blit all this liap])ened a good while later. 

7. Now Agrippa stood in his bonds before the royal jialaee, 
and leaned on a. certain tree Ibi grief, with many others, w ho 
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were in bonds also ; and as a certain bird sat upon the tree on 
which Agrippa leaned, (the Romans call this bird bubo^) [an 
owl,] one of those that were bound, a German by nation, saw liiin, 
and asked a soldier what that man in purple Avas ? and when he 
was inlbrined that his name was Agrippa, and that he was by 
nation a Jew, and one of the principal men of that nation, he 
asked leave of the soldier to whom he was bound,* to let him 
come nearer to him, to speak with him ; I’or that he had a mind 
to inquire of him about some things relating to his country; 
which liberty when he had obtained, and as he stootl near him, 
he said thus to him by an interpreter, That ‘‘ this sudden change 
of thy condition, O young man ! is grievous to thee, as bring* 
ing on thee a manifold and very great adversity ; nor wilt 
“ thou believe me, when I foretell how thou wilt get clear of 
“ this misery which thou art now under, and how divine Pro- 
vidence Avill provide for thee. Know tluavlbre (and I ap- 
peal to my own country gods, as well as to the gods of lliis 
place, Avho have awarded these boiids to ns,) that all I airi 
going to say about thy concerns, shall neither he said iav lii- 
vour nor bribery, nor out of an endeavour to make thee clieer- 
ful without cause, for such predictions, when they come to 
fail, make the grief at last, and in earnest, more bittt r than 
if the party had never heard of any such thing. 1 lowev; i*, 
though I run the hazard of my ownselli 1 think it fit to de- 
dare to thee the prediction of the gods. It cannot b(! that 
thou shouldest long continue in thes(‘ bontls ; but thou will 
soon be delivereil from them, and wilt Ih? promoted to lhi‘ 
higliest dignity atul {)ower, and tliou wilt be envied by all 
those who now pity thy hard J’orlnne; and thou wilt be hap})v 
till thy death, and wilt leave thine hap})iness to the children 
whom thou shalt have. But, do thou retnember, when thou 
seest this bird again, that thou wilt then live but live davs 
longer. This event will be brought to pass by that God who 
hath sciit this bird liither to b(,‘ a sign unto tliei*. And I can- 
not but think it unjust to conceal from thee what I l<)rekn()\v 
concerning thee, that, by thy knowing beforehand wiiat hap- 
piness is coming upon tliee, thou mayest not regard thy ])n- 
“ sent misfortunes. But when this hapj)iiiess shall actually belall 
thee, do not forget what misery I am in myselli but endeavour 
to deliver inc.’^ So, when the ( lerman Iiad said this he inadr 
Agrippa laugh at him as m ich as he alierwards appeared wor- 
thy of admiration. But now Antonia took Agrippa’s jnisfortuiir 
to heart; liowever, to speak to 'Tiberius oji liis beballi she look 

• Dr. Iladson here takvs notice, out of Sabcca, Epistle V. tliat this vv.a^ »Iil‘ 
custom of 'filKTiijs, to couple the prisoner anil tlie soldier that guarded him lo- 
gfilier in ihe s.mie chain. 
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to be a very difficult thing, and indeed quite impracticable, as 
to any hope of success ; yet did she procure of Macro, that the 
soldiers tliat kept him, should be of a gentle nature, and that tlie 
centurion who was over them, and was to diet with him, should 
be of the same disposition, and that he might have leave to bathe 
himself every day, and that his freed men and friends might 
come to him, and that other things that tended to ease him 
iniglit be indiiigcd him. So his friend Silas came in to him, 
anti two of his freed men, Marsyras and Stechus, brought him 
such sorts of food as he was foiul of, and indeed took great care 
of him ; they also brought him garments, under pretence of sell- 
ing them, and, when the night came on, they laid them under 
liim ; and the soltliers assisted them, as Macro had given them 
order to do beforehand. And this was Agrippa’s condition for 
six months’ time,’ and in this case were liis allairs. 

8. IJiit for Tiberius, upon his return to Caprea', he fell sick. 
At lirst his distemper was but gentle ; but as that distemper 
incitased upon liim, he had small or no hopes of recovery. 
Ilereupon he bid ImiocIus, who was that freed man whom he 
most of all respected to bring tlie cbildren to liim ; for that 
lie wanted to talk to them before be died. Now^ he had at pre- 
sent no sons of his own alive; 1‘or Djusus, who was his only 
son, was di'ail ; bnt Drnsns’ son 'riberius was still living, 
whose additional name wjis Gcmrlltfs: there was also living Cains, 
the son of Gevmanicns, who w’as the son f of his brother 
siis.] lie was now grown up, and had a liberal education, 
and was w<. 11 improved by it, and was in esteem and favour with 
the people, account of the excellent eliaraeter of his fatlier 
; (iei iiianicii.s, w ho liad attained the highest lionoiir among the 
iiiLiltitude, by the linmiess of his virtuous behaviour, by the 
, easiness and agrecaibleiiess of his eonvi vsing with the multitude, 
and because the diguitv he was iu did not hinder his familiarity 
. with them all, as if they wi*re. his eijuals ; by whieli behaviour 
the was not only greatly esteemed by the people and the senate, 
but by every one of those nations that Averc subject to tlic Ro- 
niuins ; some of w bieli were alfected, w licii they came to him, 
: with the gracelulness of their reeeplitHi by liim, and others w’cre 
|allected in the same manner by the report of the others that had 
|been with liim : and upon his death there was a lamentation 
|nijuic by all iiieii; not such, a one as Avas to be made in way 
|nl flattery to their rulers, while they did but counterfeit sorrow^, 
|hut such as was real; while e\rry body grieved at his death, 
“ it they had lost one that w as near to them. And truly such 


* Tiberius his own grandson, and Cains liis brother Drusus* grandson. 
T So I correct Joscnlius* copy, M'hicli calls Gennanicus his brotber, >vl 


01 her 


who was bis 
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had been his easy conversation with men, that it turned great! 
to the advantage of his son among all; and, among others, th 
Soldiery were so peculiarly affected to him, that they reckoiiei 
it a, II eligible thing, if need were, to die themselves, if he migh 
but attain to the government. 

9 - But when Tiberius had given order to Kuodiis to bririj 
the children to him the next day in the morning, he prayed I 
his country gods to show him a manifest signal, which of thus 
children should come to the government; being very desirous t 
leave it to his son’s son, but still depending upon what Go( 
should foreshow concerning them, more than upon his own opin 
ion and inclination ; so he made this to be the omen, that thi 
government should be left to him wlu) should come to him llr., 
the next day. When he liad thus resolved within himself, li, 
sent to his grandson’s tutor, and ordered him to bring the clii){ 
to him early in tlie morning, as supposing that God would per 
mit him to be made emperor. But God proved opposite to lii: 
designation ; for, while Tiberius was thus contriving matters 
and as soon as it was at all day, hebid Kuodus to call in that cliih 
which should be there ready. So he went out, and found C^iiii 
before the door, for Tiberius was not yet come, but slim 
waiting for his breakfast: for Kuodus knew nothing of what hi 
lord intended ; so he said to Cains, Tliy father calls thee,” aiii 
tlien brought him in. As soon as 'ril)erius saw C'aius, and no: 
before, he rellected on the ])owrr of God, and bow the abilitvo 
bestowing the govt'rnment on whom he would, was entirelv takti 
from liiiii : and thence he was not able to (*stablish what he IkkI 
intended. So lu; greatly lamented that his jiower of establisliii):' 
what he had before contrived was taken Irom him, and that lii> 
grtmdson Til)erius was not only to lose the lioman empin* In 
liis fatality, l)ut his own safely also, because his preservalioii 
would now depend upon such as would lx; more potiait than li 
sell*, who would think it a thing not to lx; Itoriu;, that a kiusii 
shoultl live with them, and so his n*lation would not be able lu 
jn'otect him; but he would be feared and haled by him whulmd 
the su})reme autlujrity, partly on account of his being next toliit 
empire, and jtai tly on account of his p(‘rpetually contrivimr U' 
get the government, both in order to |)re>erve hims(‘ll*, and tal'' 
at the head (d'affiiirs also. Now 'J'iherins Itad lx;en v'*ry aiiidi 
given to astrology,^ and the calculation «>f nativities, and li:id 
sjK*nt his life in the (rsteein oi what predictions had proved 
more than tliose whose profession it was. Accordingly, w1k.h 
he once saw Gall)a coining ii» kj him, he said to his most intiiiri^^ 

• 'I'tiis is a known thinj- the Roman historians and pods, that 

was greatly addicted to astrology and divination. 
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friends, that there came in a man that would one clay have the 
dignity of the lioman empire.” So that this Tiberius was 
more addicted to all such sorts of diviners than any other of the 
Koniaii emperors, because he had found them to have told him 
truth ill his own affairs. And indeed he was now in great dis- 
tress upon this incident that had befallen him, and was very 
much grieved at the destruction of his son’s son, which he fore- 
saw, and com})lained of himself, that he should have made use 
of such a method of divination beforehand, while it was in his 
power to have died witliout grief by his knowledge of lliturity ; 
whereas, he was now tormented by his foreknowledge of the mis- 
fortune of such as were dearest to him, and must die under that 
torment. Now, although he were disordered at this unexpect- 
ed revolution of the government to those for whom he did not 
intend it, he spoke thus to Cains, though unwillingly, and 
against his own inclination: O child! though Tiberius be 

nearer relaled to me than thou art, I, by my own detennina- 
“ tion, and the cons})iring suffrage of the gods, do give, and put 
into thy hand, the lioman c?inpire; and 1 desire thee never to 
be iminiiulful when thou comest to it, either of my kindness 
<< to thee, wlio set thee in so high a dignity, or of thy relation to 
Tiberius. But as tliou knowest that 1 am, together with 
“ and alter the gods, the jirocurer of so great hajipiness to thee, 
‘‘ so 1 desire that thou wilt make me a return for my readiness to 
assist thei*, and will take care of Tiberius because of bis 
near re lation to thee. Besides which, thou art to know, tliat, 
while Tiberius is alive, he will be a security to thee, both as 
toem])in' and as to (by own jireservation ; but, if he die, tliat 
‘‘ will be but a prelude to thy own misfortunes ; for, to be alone, 
“ under the weight of such vast affairs, is very dangerous ; nor 
will the gods suffer those actions which are unjustly done, 
contrary to that huv which directs nuai to act otherw ise, to go 
off* nn))nnished.” This was the speech wliich Tiberius made, 
which did not jim siiade Cains to act accordingly, although he 
promised so to ilo; but, when lie was settled in the goverinnent, 
he took off’ this Tiberius, as was predicted by tlie other Tiberius ; 
as he was also himself, in no long lime afterward, slain by a se- 
cret ])lot laid against him. 

10. So when Tiberius had at this time appointed Cains to be 
Ills successor, he outlived but a lew' days, and then died, alter luj 
had held tlie govermneiiL Iwxnty-tw'o years five months and lliree 
days; now' Cains was the fouiili emperor. But, when the Bo- 
nuins understood that Tiberius was ilead, tlity lejoiccd at the 
good news, but had not courage to believe it ; not because they 
Wre unwilling it should be true, for lliey wcudd liavc given 
largii sums of money that it might be so, but beenuse they were 
voi,. IIJ. M 81 
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afniicl, tluit if they liad showed their when tlie news proved 
false, their joy should be openly known, and they should be jus 
cased for it, and be thereby undone. For this Tiberius had 
brought a vjist number of miseries on the best families of the 
Romans, since he was easily inllamed with })assion in all cases, 
and was ol’ such a temper as rendered his jinger irrevocable, till 
he liad executed the same, although he had taken a luitred 
against men without reason ; for he was by nature fierce in all 
the sentences he gave, and made death I lie jienalty for the lightest 
offences; insomuch that when the Ronums heard the rumour 
about his death gladly, they were restrained from the enjoyment 
of that jilejisurc by the dread of such miseries as they foresaw 
would follow, if their hopes proved ill grounded. Now, Marsyjis, 
Agrippa’s I'reed man, as soon as he heard of Tiberius* death, 
came running to tell Agrippa the news; and finding him going 
out to the bjith, he gave him a nod, and said, in the I lebrew 
tongue, The lion is dead who uiuh'rstjmding his mejiniiiLi-, 
and being overjoyed at the news, Njiy, said h(‘, but all sorts of 
thanks and happiness attend thee for this news of thine; onlv 
I wish that wlnit thou sayest may prove true.” Now the eeiitn- 
rion, who wjis .set to kee[) Agrippji, whe n lu* saw with whatliastc 
Marsyas came, and what joy Agripjia hjul iioni wluit he said, 
he hjul a suspicion tluit his words impli(‘<l some' grejit innovjition 
of affairs, and he jisked them about wluit was sjiid. Tluy at fir,t 
diverted the discourse: but upon his iarther pressing, Agrippa, 
without more ado, told him, for he wjis jilready become liij 
friend; so he joined with him in tluit ))leasiire which this luvv. 
occasioru'd, because it would be fortunate to Agrippa, anduiadi: 
him a supper. Rut, as they were feasting, Jind the eiiji.s Avdit 
about, there came one who said, That "‘Tilu'riiis was still jilivr, 

‘‘ and would return to the city in a few days.” At uhich luu^; 
the centurion wjis exceedingly troubled, because he had dene 
what might cost him his life, to have treated so joyfully ji pri- 
soncr, and this upon the news of the death of C’lesar; so In^ thrust 
Agrippa from the coucli wliereon he hiy, juhI said, Dost then 
think to cheat me by a lie about the empe ror wiihont piniisli- 
inent? jmtl shalt not thou [uiy tor this thy malieious n jierl 
‘‘ jit the price of thine head .*^” When he had so said, he ordt nd 
Agrippa to be bound jigain, (for he bad loosed him lielbre,) niul 
ke])t Ji severer guard over him duui Ibrmerly, Jinil in tluit ( vil 
condition was Agri])pji that nigiit; but the next d;iy the nniieur 

• 'Fhc iiariie of a /wn is oUeii gi*ci» to tyrants, os|) l i.J'y l<y iho J( mjiIi 
jii Agrippa, and probably I* is frciii nun * Mars) »s, iiiilKct won*, J!/'k. xix. I. 

Kstb. \iv. irb Ll Tim. iv. 17 . 7'bey aiu .ilso soniefiim's I’omp.imi to or 
>y wild beasts, (d* which the hon i« the principal. Dan. vii. 8. Apoc. xiii. I> 
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increased in the city, and confirmed the news that Tiberius was 
certainly (lead; insonuich that men durst now openly and ireely 
talk about it ; nay, some otlered sacrifices on that account. Se- 
veral letters also came Irom Caius, one of them to the senate, 
which informed them ol tlie death of Tiberius, and of his own 
entrance on the government ; another to Plso, the governor of the 
city, who told him the same thing. He also gave order that 
Agriiipa should be removed out of the camj), and go to that house 
wiiere he lived before he was put in prison ; so tliat he was now 
out of fear as to his own allairs; lor, although he were still in 
custody, yet it was now with ease as to his own atliiirs. Now, as 
soon as Caius was come to Rome, and had brought Tiberius" 
(lead body with him, and had made a sumptuous funeral for him, 
according to the laws of his country, he was much disposed to 
hct Agrippa at liberty that very day, but Antonia hindered him, 
not out of any ill will to the prisoner, but out of regard to decency 
ill C ains, lest that should make men believe that he received the 
death of d'ilierius with pleasuie, when he loosed one wdiom he 
had bound immediately. However, there did not many days 
pass eia; he sent for him to his house, and had liini shaved, and 
jiiade him change Ills raiment, after which he })ut his diadem u})- 
oii his head, and appointed him to be king of the tetrarchy of 
Philip. 1 le also gave liim the tetrarchy of Lysunias, and 
changed his iron chain for a golden one of etjiial weight. He 
ilso sent Manillus to be procurator of Judea. 

11. Now*, in the socoiul year of the reign of Caius Caesar, 
Agripjia desired leave to be given him to sail home, and settle the 
aliairs of hi.') goveriimciit, and he promised to return again, when 
lie had pul the re.st in order, as it ought to be })ut. iso, upon the 
eiiipia'oi ’s permis.sion, he came into his ow n country, and appear- 
ed to them all unexpectedly asakmg, and thereby demonstrated 
to the men that saw’ him the })()wer ot’ Ibrtime, when they com- 
parctl hi.s h)rmer poverty with bis present bapjiy alllucnce; so 
suiiie called liim a bappy man, and others could not well be- 
lieve that things w'erc so much changed witli him for tlic belter. 

CHAP. VII. 


Uoxi) Ihrod the Teinnch was banished, 

^ 1. 1>UT Herodias, Agripjni’s sister, wlio now lived as wife 
to that Herod who was tetnoch ot Clalilee and Perea, took 


Aliliou^Ij Caius DOW promiMHl to Agrippa tlu* (elraiviiy ol Lysanias, yot 
''as it M(;t u tually coMrorrtd iipuii liiii: till llu- of ah wu k’ain, Aiitnp 

XIX. d.ap. V. sect. i. 
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this autliority of her brother in an envious manner, particularly 
when she saw that he had a greater dignity bestowed on hinj 
than her iiusband hatl ; since when lie ran away, it was be- 
cause he was in a way of dignity, and of great good fortune. 
She was therefore grieved, and much displeased at so great a 
mutation of liis affairs, and chieffy when she saw him marching 
among the multitude with the usual ensigns of royal authority, 
she was not able to conceal how miserable she was, by reason 
of the envy she had towards him ; but she excited her husband, 
and desired him that he would sail to Rome, to court honours 
equal to his : for she said, that she could not bear to live any 
longer, while Agrippa, the son of that Aristobuliis who was 
condemned to die by liis father, one that came to her husband 
in such extreme poverty, that the necessaries of Jiie were 
forced to be entirely supplied him day by day ; and when lie 
fled away from his creditors by^ sea, he now returned a king; 
while he was himself the son of a king, and while the near 
relation he bore to royal authority, called upon him to gain 
“ the like dignity : he sat still, and was contented w ith a pi i- 
vatcr life. But then, Herod, although thou wast lonnerlv 
not concerned to be in a lower condition than thy lather, iiom 
w honi thou wast derived, had been ; yet do thou now seek 
after the dignity which thy kinsman liatli attained to; and do 
not thou bear this contempt, that a man who admired tliy 
riches should be in a greater honour than thyself, nor sulier 
‘‘ his poverty to show itself able to ])urchase greater things tluiii 
“ our abundance; nor do thou esteeiii it other than a shanieliij 
thing to be inferior to one, who, the other day, lived upon iliy 
charity. But, let us go to Rome, and let us spare no pains 
nor expenses, either of silver or gold, since they cannot be kept 
for any better use, than for llie obtaining of a kingdom.’’ 

2. But, for Herod, he opposed her re(]uest at this time, out of 
the love of ease, and having a suspicion of the trouble he slaaild 
have at Rome ; so lie tried to instruct her better. But the more 
she saw’' him draw back, the more she pressed him to it, and de- 
sired him to leave no stone untunicd in order to be king : and nt 
last she lel't not off* till she engaged him, whether he would or not, 
to be of her sentiments, btfcause he could no otherw ise avoid her 
importunity. iSo he got all things ready, after as sumptuous a 
manner as he was able, ami spureil for nothing, and went up to 
Rome, and took Herodias along with him. But Agrippa, when 
he was made seiisihle of ilutir intentions and ]nvparatiousj ho 
also prejiared to go thitlu r ; rt»o a.s soon as he heanl they set sail, 
he sent Fortunatus, one of his freed imai, to Rome, to carry pre- 
sents to the emp'eior, and letters against I lerod, and to give Caius 
a i>ai licular account of those niatlcrs, if he should have any up' 
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portunity. This man followed Herod so quick, and had so pros^ 
perous a voyage, and came so little after Herod, that while He- 
rod was wdth Caius, he came himself, and delivered his letters ; 
lor they both sailed to Dicearchia, and found Caius at Bake, 
^^hich is itself a little city of Campania, at the distance of about 
live furlongs from Dicearchia. There are in that place royal 
paiaces, with sumptuous apartments, every emperor still endea- 
vouring to outdo his predecessor’s magnificence ; the place also 
ailbrds warm baths, that spring out of the ground of their own 
accord, which are of advantage for the recovery of the health of 
those that make use of them, and, besid’es, they minister to men’s 
luxury also. Now Caius saluted Herod, for he first met wdth 
him, and then looked iqKm the letters which Agrippa had sent 
him, and which were written in order to accuse Herod; wherein 
he accused him, that he had been in confederacy with Sejajuis, 
ai^ainst Tiberius’ government, and that he was now confederate 
with Artabanus, the king of Parthia, in opposition to the govern- 
ment of Caius ; as a demonstration of w hich he alleged, that lie 
had armour sullicient for seventy thousand men ready in his ar- 
moury. Caius was moved at this information, and asked He- 
rod, whether what was said about the armour was true ? and 
when he confessed there w as such armour there, for he could not 
deny the same, the truth of it being too notorius, Caius took that 
to be a siiilicieut ])roof of the accusation, tlmt heiuteiuled to revolt. 
y>i) he took away iVoin him his tetrarchy, and gave it by way of 
addition to Agrippa’s kingdom; he also gave Herod’s money to 
Agrip])a, aiul by way of punishnieiit, awarded him a peri)etual 
banishment, and appointed Lyons, a city of Gaul, to be his })lace 
of habitation. But w hen he was informed that Herodias was 
Agri])))a’s sister, he made her a ])rcsent of what money was her 
own ; ami told her, that it w’as her brother wlu) lU’evcntcd her 
“ being put under the same calamity with her husband.” But 
she made this reply ; Tlioii, indeed, O emperor ! actest after a 
“ magnificent manner, and as becomes thyself in what thou of- 
“ lerest me ; but the kindness which 1 have for my husband, hiii- 
“ tiers me li\)m partaking of the favour of thy gift; for it is not 
, ‘‘just, that I, who have been made a i)artner in Ids prosperity, 
‘‘ should I'orsake him in his misfortunes.” Hereupon Chains w as 
: ungry at iier, and sent her with I lertxl into banishment, and gave 
■ her estate to Agrippa. And thus tlid God punish Herodias for 
], her envy at her brother, and Herod also ibr giving ear to the 
v Vain cliscourses of a w oman. Now, Cains managed ]ml)lic af- 
I lairs with great magnanimity, during the first and second year of 
|hib reign, and behaved himself with such moderatitm, that lie 
I gained the good-will of the Boinaiis themselves, cUiul of his other 
|sulyccts. But, in process oftijiie, litfwciit beyond the bounds of 
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liiiniaii nature, in Iii.s conceit of' liiniself* anti by reason of’ tlio 
vastness of' ins tloiiiinions, inatle iiiniselt’ a ‘^oti, anti took upon 
hiniselt' to act in all things to the rt‘proacli of' the Doily itsell'. 


CHAP. VIII. 


/hr e)u/)((ssai^c of t/ir tit les /o Cains and hoXi) 
sent Pi'/r())uns info S//ria to make uv/r (o^ainst the Jens, 7/nlrs:> 
they li'oidd receive //is statue, 

vj 1. ^i^HKUK was now a tinuult arist'ii at Alcxaiulria, betwten 
the Jewish inliahitants anti ihedreeks; and three |- anihassatlois 
were chosen out td' each partv that were at varianct*, wht) came 
to Cains. Now, one of thest“ ainhassatlors I’roin the ))et)p.lt! of 
Alexandria, was Apion, who uiteretl many l)la>{)hemies against 
die .Jews ; and, iiinong otlier things that he said, he chai*getl them 
%vith neglecting the hoiit)iivs that bt'longed to CA'sar ; for thai 
wliile all wht) were subject to tln‘ Roman emjiiri', built altars 
autl temples tt> C’aius, ami in other regartU imiversallv received 
fiim as they received the gotls, thesi* Jews alone thought it a tli^- 
lionuinable tiling for tiieni to erect statms, in honour of him, as 
well as to swear by his naiiit*. ^lany ol'these severe things ware 
saiti by Ajiion, by wliich he hop<'d to jirovoki* C’aius to anger at 
the Jews, as he was liktdy to be; but Philo, tlu* principal of 
the Jewish ambassage, a man emiiUMit on all accounts, lirother le 
Aiexaiidei’ .!. the alabarch, and tme not un^kilhil in [)hilost<pliv, 
was rt'ady to betakt; himselt* to make his tlelencii against tli()''(: 
accusatioiis : but C ains pruliibited him and bid him be gone; 

* 'riii't is :i mo-t re!H'irk.il>l«* cliapUT, as eontaiuiiig such inst.UiCfS oftlu* inlrriu'Mtu'n 
tit I’ro\ ilk I'.ce, a-. t/i i ii alvays wiy raw aiuon;^ llio otlu r idulat t <>ii ^ nations, li;.i 

ofolM vorv iiiMiy ajiun Uu* ji.i'ttrity of Aln.tli.nn, tlic ol' tlii’ ttiu- (itii; 

T)or <lo tln-HL* ''♦H in Hiiuh inlVrior tn lliO'C in tiu* Old I'lstajiictH, uliich arc* llic* n i ii 
ri'iiiarkaoii.', hocuiso ainoii;,; all oflur t'ullii.'s anil tin* Jews citiv iK»t at lliis 

iilo a1ir*> ; ami tli-.’ (idiv i i aimos licio n cntioiuil, woo liono in uidi r In proM iit 
rolap-o into tlait idolatry. 

f Jo oplnis lioro a-.MiJ I s ns. that llio ;ind»:o sadors iVoin Aloxandria to Oaiu*^ 'en* 
on cMcli part no nioro il,';;n thro- in nuinhi-r, i'or tlic- Ji-us, and for ilio (ic-ntdi-*', 
arc- lint s \ ni .dl : \iiioroas I’hiio, ulio ua-^ flio prinoip.d ainha-^sador iVoni tlio Ji""f 
o.s Josi-plnis lii-ro ooid’o’^s- s ,'as wa-, .\pion for iho (lontdi-s, j says, iho Jews’ anih-e-'*- 
fi'»rs woio tltoinsol'-cs no Kuor th.in h.o, tow.nds the end of his loj'ation to taiii^; 
whii l), if th. re Ik- no in stake in t!ie eupii , lun t 1-e snpjiosed the Irnlh ; nor, in ll“'- 
ease, nonhl Joseplii '. ) la'cr o mtraria lerl so aniln-ntie ,« vciiness, harl he J>een that ;ie 
(■(Hint of l‘lnto’s . ohith, (hat hi e\erd(J, does not appeal. 

t 'i’his Aiexamiei the or fi- vernor of tire .le%%s at Alexandria, aii'l 

biolher to Thilo, is snppo-^, <! hy jiisa.'p f'enison, in .\el Aposl. p- II. le. 1 " I ‘‘ 
ll;e snne nitii that AleX.r* Jer uiiu is iiierilioin;d hy St. l.iike, aa of the 
ot the piaesls, A its. iv. 
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I^c wiis also in such a rage, that it openly aj^peared he was about 
(0 do them sonic very great mischief. So Philo being thus al- 
iVoutcd, went out, and said to those Jews who were about him, 
(lint they should be ol good courage, since Cuius’ words in- 
t. Jeed show'cd anger at them, but in reality liad already set God 
.. against himself.^’ 

o. Ilereujion Cains, taking it very heinously that he should 
|)c thus des|)ised by the Jews alone, sent Petronius to be jiresi- 
(Kiit of Syria, and successor in the government to Xbtellius, and 
,rave Idni order to make an invasion into Judea, with a great 
fiodv of troojis ; and, if they would admit of his statue willingly, 

10 erect it in the tem[)le ol*God; but, if they w^en* obstinate, to 
i()ii(|ucr them by war, and then to do it. Accordingly Pelro- 
jiiiistook the government of Syria, and made haste to obew Ca*- 
epistle. He got together as great a number of auxiliaries 
iio possibly could, and took with him two legions of the Ro- 
man aniiv, and came to Ptolemais, and there wintered, [is intend- 
jn(r to set about the war in the spring. He idso wrote word to 
( aiiis what lu‘ Inid resolved to do, who commended him for his 
alacritv, and ordered him to goon, jind to mak(‘ war with them, 
ill case they would not obey his commands. Rut there came 
iihiiiv ti'ii ihousiinds of the .lews to Pi‘tronius, to Ptolemais, to 
'■llijr their petitions to him, that ‘‘ lu? would not com])el them to 
‘•transgress and violate the hnv of their forefathi'rs : but il', said 
tliev, thou art mitirely resolvi'd to bring ibis statue, and erect 
•' it, do thou first kill ns, and then do what thou ha'^t resolved 
•■ ot\ ; tor, whih! wc. are alive, we* cannot permit such tilings as 
•• are forbiddem us to be done b\ the authority of our legislator, 

•• and l)v our forefathersbh*tc*rmination. tlial'^ueh |)i*ohibitions ai o 
‘‘ iirnanees ot virtue.” Rut Petronius was angry at ihcm, and said, 
If iiidei’d I were myself emperor, and were at liberty to follow 
iny own inclination, and then luul designed io act thus, these 
‘‘ your words would be justly spoken to me ; but now Caesar hath 
*• .sent to me, I am under the necessity of being subservient to 
‘‘ Ills d(‘cives, because a disobedienee to ilunn will bring iijton me 
iimvieible destruction.” 'I'hen the Jews replied, Since, 
tlici\‘l()re, tluni art so disposed, O Pi^irtmius. ! that ihon wilt not 
(lis()l)L‘\ Caiiiis’ epistles, neither will wi^ transgress the coin- 
” luamls ofonr law; and as we depend upon the excellency of 
” our laws, and by the labours t>f our ancestors, havi* continued 
‘‘ hithc*rto without snllering them to be transgressed, we dare 
i j, means snllei* onr.selves to be so timorous as to 

: ^tiaiisgress those laws out of the iear of death, which God 
Kith determined are for our ailvamage ; ami, il wm tall into 
^ misformiies, we will Ix'ar them in oriler to preserve our 
C as know ing, that those* who e'xpose themselves to dan- 



94 


ANTTOIJITIES OF THE JEWS. 


Book XVITI. 


gers, have good hope of escaping them, because God will 
stand on our side, \vhen out of regard to him, we undergoaf 
“ flictions, and sustain tlie uncertain turns of fortune. But, if 
\vc should submit to thee, we slioiild l)e greatly rejiroached for 
‘‘ our cowardice, as thereby showing ourselves ready to trails- 
gress our law^; and we should incur the great anger of Ciod 
also, who, even tliyself being judge, is superior to C'aiiis.” 

3. When Petronius saw by their words that their determina- 
tion was hard to be removed, and timt, without a Avar, he should 
not be able to be subservient to Cains in the dedication of 
statue, and that there must be a great deal of bloodshed, he look 
his friends, anti tlie servants that AA’ere about him, and hasted to 
Tiberius, as wanting to know in Avhat posture the allairs of il),j 
Jews were; and many ten thousands of the Jews met Petronius 
again, Avheii he Avas come to Tiberius. These thought tluv 
must run a mighty hazard if they should have a war with tin; 
Romans, but judged that the transgression of the law avus of 
much greater e()nsec|uenee, iind inadt? supplication to him, that Ik 
would by no meansredueethem to such distresst's, nor defile llnij 
city with the dedication of the statue. Then IVtronius said to 
them, Will you tluui make war Avith Caesar, Avithout consider- 

ing his great preparations for Avar, and your own weakness?" 
They rcjilied, ‘‘ WcAvill not by any moans make AvarAvith liiii), 
‘‘ but still wo will die before we sec our laws transgressed.’* So 
they thrcAv themselves down upon their tiua^s, and stretched ci 
their throats, and said they wvvv. ready to be slain ; and this thi 
did for forty days together, and in the meantime left oli’ the lill- 
iiig of their gnjuiul, and that Avhile the season of the yi ar lo- 
quired them t(^ sow it. Thus tliey continued firm in their 
solution, and projiosed to themselves to die willingly, ratlier llutn 
to see the dedication of the statue. 

4. When matters were in this state, Aristobulus, kingAgrij) 
pa’s brother, and Ilclcias the Great, and the other principal iiki 
of that family Avith them, went in nnlo Pi*troniiis, jmd hesoiijit 
him, that “ since he saw the resolution of the multitude, 

would not make any alteration, aiul tliereby drive them i' 
despair; but Avould write to Cains, that the Jews had an in- 
superable aversion to the reception of the statue, and liew 
tliey continued with him, and left off the tillage ot tlitii 
“ground; that they were not willing to go to war Avith IniHi 
because they were nut able to do it, tint w'(!re ready to die Avit’ 

• What Joseph us ht-Je, and sort. /j. relates as done !>y the Jews, hr/orr 
is ill Piiiio not far oH' tlie lime w/im t/ir r„rn was ripe, who, as he t Icrc ni’ 
cl i tier here one from Uio oilu-r. This is aiiotlier indication, that Josephus " j,|J 
wrote this account, had not seen I'bilo’s Legal, ad C'aluin, otherwise l>e 
hardly have herein diOcred from him. 
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pliiiisure, rather tlia!i suffer tlicir laws to be transgressed : and 
liow, upon the lands continuing unsown, robberies would 
46 grow u}), on the inability they would be under of paying their 
46 tributes ; and that perhaps C ains might be thereby moved to 
46 pity, aiul not order any barbarous action to be done to them, 

‘6 nor think of destroying the nation ; that if he continues inflex- 
46 ii)le in his former oj)inion to bring a war upon tliem, lie may 
46 then set about it himself.'’ And thus did Aristobulus, and the 
rest with him, supplicate Petronius. So Petronius,* partly on 
account of the jircssing instar.ces wliich Aristobulus and the rest 
with him made, and because of the great consocpieiice of what 
iIk v desired, and the earnestness wherewith they made their 
supplication ; partly on account of the firmness of the ojiposition 
made by the Jews, which he saw, wliile he thought it an hor- 
rible thing i'or him to be such a slave to the madness of Cains, 
;i; to slay so many' ten thousand men : only because of their rc- 
Ji^iolls disposition towards Clotl, and after tliat to})ass his life in 
( Aju elation ol’ punishment : IVtronius, I Siiv, llionght it miieli 
bctu.r to send to Cains, and to let him know how intolerable it 
was to him to bear the anger lu‘ might have against him for not 
:.(.rviiig him sooner, in obedienee to his episth‘, i’or that perha])s 
lie mi, lilit persuade him : and that if this mad resolution con- 
tiiiiuil, he might then begin tlu! war against them ; nay, that in 
Cii^e he slionhl turn his hatred against himsedf, it was fit for 
viiliious per>onseven to(li(‘ for the sake of sueli vast multitudes 
of men. Accortlingly he deiermiiUHl to hearken to the peli- 
tioiu rs in this matter. 

.1. I le then calleil the Jows logi'ther to Tibc i ias, who canu', 
many un thonsands in number; lie also placed that army lie now 
liad with him opposite to them: but ilitl not discover Ins own 
iiu.iiiing, bill llu‘ eommaiuls of the emperor, and told them, 
lliat‘*his wrath would, without di lay, oe exeeiited on such as 
had tlie courage to tlisobey wliat he had commanded, and 
'' this iininedialelv ; and that it was iil for him, w holiad obtained 
“ so great a digiiitv by his grant, not to eonlrailiet him in any 
“ thing; yet,” saiil lu‘, 1 do not lliink it just to have such a 
legard It) my own satclv and honour, as to ndiise to sacrilice 
them ii>/ your jua .si'rvalion, who aia‘ so many in miinbcr, ami 
endeavour to pri serve the regard that is due to yoiir law, 


Hiis I’liMius IVtioniio w;i‘, aftii iJiis still presiarpt of Soin, uimIit riaiullio, 
"y*' -'Mljo ili'sii f of Aiiripp.i, publishol a sevfiv ik'Civo aj^uiust the inbal ieoits ot 
in a soil of imitation of i'aito, li;ul sit ii}) a siatiu* ol ( l.iudiits in a 
•tvwkh syiiajro.rnp tlu'io. I'his dtrivi* ist xtiint, U. XI \. ob vi. sat. o. anil p.atlv 
pivsont inconnts of . I ostpln.s, as do thf oilu 1 aii«*nnts of (')aiuliu«, 
to iIk. like .K wish allaiiH, H. \ I \. ih. x- sret. •.?. which I reft't the 

rcmli-r. 

''•k. III. 


SI 
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wlucii as it hath conic clown to you from your forefathers, so 
“ do you esteem it worthy of your utmost contention to preserve 
it ; nor, with the supreme assistance and power of God, will 
“ I be so hardy as to sLilIer your temple to fall into contem])t hy 
‘‘ the means of the imj)crial authority. I \vill, therefore, send 
“ to Cains, and let him know what your resolutions are, anti 
will assist your suit as far as I am able ; that you may not be 
“ exposed to suffer on account of the honest dt sio;ns you liave 
proposed to yourselves ; and may God be our assistant, for 
‘‘ ins authority is beyond all the contrivance and power of luen; 
and may he jn’oeure you the preservation of your ancient 
laws, and may not he be deprived, thoue,li without your con- 
“ sent, of his accustomed honours. But, if Chains be initated, 
and turn the violence of his rage upon me, 1 will rather uii- 
“ dergo all that danger and tliat affliction that may come either 
on my body or my soul, than see so many of you to perish, 
while you are acting in so excellent a manner. Do you, tlunv- 
‘‘ fore, every one of you, go your way about your own occuj)ii- 
“ tions, ami fall to tlie cultivation of your ground ; I will mv- 
‘Cselfserul to Home, and will not refuse to serve you in all 
“ things, both by myself and by my iVieiids.” 

(3. \\’hen Petronius had said this, and had dismissed Uie as- 
sembly of the Jews, lu‘ desired tlu‘ principal of them to take care 
of tlieir lnisl)andry, and to speak kindly to tlu' peoph*, and eii- 
cournge them to liav(‘ good hope of their allairs. 'I'hiis did lie 
readily bring the multitude to be cheerful again. And now' did 
God show his prest nee* to Pi troniiis, and signily to him, that 
lie would afford liim Ids assistance in his whole design ; lor he had 
no sooner liiiislied the speech that he made to tlu^ Jews, but God 
sent down great showers of rain, contrary toliumaii expectation, 
for that day was a clear day, and gavt' no sign, by the ap])ear- 
ance of the sky, of any rain; nay, tlu‘ whole year had been sub- 
ject to a great drought, and made men despair of any w ater li'om 
aliove, even w hen at ajiy time they saw tin* heavens overcast w itii 
clouds; insomuch, that when such a great (juantity ot rain caiiuv 
and that in an unusual inaniua*, and w ilhout any other expectation 
of it, the Jew^s hojied that Petronius woiikl by no means fail in 
his petition for them. Hut as to Petronius, he was mightily sur- 
prised when lu- perci ived tliat God evidently took care ol llio 


• Josephus litTt; uses the sr)Iemn New 'restament words and I'T.W'y : 

ttie presence and apjH’/n finrr of (rod, .'ar the extraordinary manifestation nl tii** 
])ower and providerue to Pt uonins, f»y f'?n<Iintr rain iti a time of distress, iinimdi- 
ately upon the resolutiori he 1 ad tak« n to preserve tla* lernpie unp(dluted, at die lia- 
zard of his own life, w itliout any other niiracnlous appearance at ail m that can*, 
which well deserves to he taken notic'e of here, and greatly illustrates several texts, 
in the Old atui New 7'estainenU 
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Jews, and gave very plain signs of his appearance,''^ and this to 
such a degree, tliat tliose that were in earnest iniicli inclined to 
the contrary, had no power left to contradict it. This was also 
among those other ))articulars which lie wrote to Cains, whicli 
all tended to dissuade liiin, and by all means to entreat him not to 
jnake so many ten thousands ot these men go distracted, whom 
if he should slay, (for without war they would l)y no means suf- 
i’(*r the laws of tli(‘ir worship to be set aside,) he would lose the 
revenue they paid him, and would be publicly cursed by them 
lor all future ages. Moreover, that Clod, who was their irover- 
iior, had shown his power most evidently on tlieir account, and 
Jiat sncli a power ol‘ his as k‘lt no room ibr doubt about it. 
And this was the business that Petronius was now engaged in. 

7. Ihit king Agrippa, who now lived at Rome, was more and 
more in thc^ lavonr ol CAiius ; and wluai he had once made him 
a supper, and was carelul to exceed all others, both in expenses 
aiulin such preparation as might eontribiUe most to his ])lcasurc; 
iiav, it was so far from the al)ility of others, that Cains liimsclf 
could iu‘V(‘r ecjual, mueh less exceed it, (sueh care luul he taken 
hi iorohaixl to exceed all men, and particularly to make all agree- 
ahlu to Cu'^ar:) hereupon C'aius admired his uiulerstaudiug and 
lliJi^uiliceilce, tlial he should force himself to do all to piloase him, 
even hevoiul such (‘xpeiises as he could ))ear, and was desirous 
not to h(' beliiml Agri})pa in that generosity, which he exerted 
in order lo j)!ease him. So Chains, when he had drunk wine 
pleiitiliilh , and was merrier than ordinaiy. said thus during the 
iiast. when Agrij)pa had drunk to iiini : '*• I knew belbre now 
“ t Ikmv great a rivs})ecl ihon hast had for me, and how great 
‘‘ kiiulnevs ihon hast shown me, though with those hazards to 
“ tliv^i 11’, which thou undiu’wentest under '1 iberius on that ac- 
“ eoiiiit : nor ha.^t thou omittid any thing to show thy good-will 
towards us, even beyond thy ability : whence it would he a 
“ hnse thing lor me to be eoiupiereil by tliy alhx'lion. 1 am 
thei'i foie desii’oiis to make tliee amends tor i*verv thing in 
‘‘ which I havt* been formerlv delicient, tor all that I have be- 
stowed on thee, that may b(' called my gilts, is but little. 
Kvt'iy thing that mav eoulribule to thy ha|)piness shall be at 
‘‘ thy si rviee, and that clu erl’nllv, and so far as my ability will 
roach.'’ Aiid this was what Chains said to Agrippa, thinking he 
'voiild ask l()r some large coiuitry, or the revenues ot certain ci- 
Rut, allhoiigli lie hail ju i-pared betoreband what be would 
vet had he not discovered Ids intentions, but made this aii- 


• Sei* tlio jmerJing noto. 

Ills iH'liiiviour of (\tiiiH to **' 'cry tikr tli;il Herod bis 

to Uerodia.^ v:>ler, a I out John tlu' Uiptist, Mall. xiv. 6— H. 
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swer to Cains immediately, That it was not out of any ex^ 
‘‘ pectatioii of gain that he formerly paid his respects to 
contrary to the commands of 'riberius, nor did he now do any 
‘‘ thing relatini^ to him out of regard to his own advantagt*, anrj 
“ in order to receive any thing from liini: that the gifts he had 
alreatly bestowed u})on him were great, and beyond llic hop^s 
of evcii a craving man; for, altlnnigh they may be beneath thy 
]){)\vei-, [who art the donor,] yet are they greater than my in- 
clination and dignity, who am tlie receiver.’’ And, as C ains 
was astonished at Agrippa’s inclinations, and still the more pres- 
sed him to make his reciuest for somew hat w Inch he might gratify 
him with, Agrippa replied, Since tlioii, O my lord ! d(s 
clarest such is thy readiness to grant, that I am worthy of iliy 
gifts, I will ask nothing relating to my own ielicity; for what 
‘‘ thou hast already bestowed on me has made me excid therein; 
“ but I desire somewlnit w hich may make thee glorious lor j^ic ty, 
and render the Divinity assistant to thy desigiis, and may Ih* Ioi 
an honour to me among those that impiire about it, as show inn 
‘‘ tliat 1 never once tail of obtaining what 1 desire of tine; tor 
my petition is this, That ihon wilt no longer think of the (h - 
“ dicatioti of that statue which thou hast ordered to be sa iij) 
in the Jewish t(‘mple by IVtronins.” 

8. And thus did Agrippa venture to cast the die upon this oc- 
casion, so great w'as tlie alfair in his opinion, and in rcalitv thongli 
he knew' how dangerous a thing it was so to sj)eak; lor, had imi 
Cains approved of it, it liad tended to no less than the loss t)f 
life. So Cains, who was mightily taken with Agri[)pa’.s ohli-j- 
ing behaviour, arid on other accounts thinking it a dislionoinMr.! 
thing to be guilty of falselu>.)d before so many witnes-es, in poa.i- 
wherein lie liad with such alacrity forc(‘tl Agrippa to beisin.c ;] 
petitioner, and that it wouUl look as if he had already refx i.iol 
of what he had said, and because lu; greatly admired Agri|)|)a 
virtue, in not desiring him at all to augment his ow n dominion ' 
eitlicr with larg(' I'eveinies, or other authority, Imt took care of 
the jiublic traiKjiiillity. ofthelaws, aiulolllu; Divinity il^elf. fi*' 
granted him wliat he had laMjuested. 1 le al ".o w role thii , lo Ik- 
tronius, commending him ftir his assembling his army, and tli' ! 

‘‘ consulting him about ihe.^e alfairs. If, tlu refore, said he, lli' u 
hast already erected my statue, let it stand ; but, if thoii 
‘‘ not yet de(iicated it, lio not trouble tiivs(]r firtlier about it, hut 
dismiss thy army, fro bad , mid take care of those aflairs whidi 
I sent thee about at fir^t, for J have now no occasion lor 
erection ot tiiat statue. J'his 1 havi; granted as a lavour 
“ Agrijipa, a man whom I honour so very greatly, that I ninii't 
able t(j contradict what he would have, or what he desiied nir 
to do lor liim.’’ And this was what (.’aius wrtile to IVlieti'* 
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ijs, which was before lie received his letter, informing him that 
the Jews were very r(‘ady to revolt about the statue, and that 
they seemed resol vetl to thrt‘aten war aoaiiist the Romans, and 
iiodiin**’ else, Wlien therefore Cains was much dis])leased that 
Miiv atteinjit should be made at^ainst his ^overninent, as he was a 
slave to base and vicious actions on all occasions, and had no re- 
„;ird to wdiat was virtuous and honourable, and against whomso- 
ever he resolved to show' his anger, and that for any cause what- 
soever, Ik; suhered not himself to be rcstraineil by any admoni- 
tion, but thought the indulging his anger to be a real pleasure, 
ho wrote thus to l\‘tronius : ‘‘ Seeing thou esleeinest the jireseuts 
“ made thee by tlie Jews to be of greater value than my coni- 
mauds, and art grown insolent enough to be subservient to 
their jileasure, I charge thee to become thy own judge, and to 
ci>nsi(ler wdiat thou art to do, now thou art under my displea- 
^‘ siire; for 1 will niakt‘ tlua* an exaiujile to the present and to 
all liiture ages, that they may not ilare to contradict the com- 
“ mauds of their emp<*ror.^’ 

d'hat was the epistle which Cains wrote to Petronius, but 
]\'li’ouins did not receive it while C‘aius was alive, that ship 
which carrii'd it sailed so slow, that other letters came to Petro- 
iiiiis hel'ore this, by w hich he understood that C'aius was deatl ; 
h»r God would not lorget the dangers Pt‘tronius had iindei taken 
(Ml account ol’the Jews, and of his own honour. Rut when he 
iiad takiai Cains away, out of his indignation of what he had so 
iiiboleiiiU atttanpted in assuming ti) himself divine worship, both 
liome and all that dominion conspired with Petronius, espeeiaily 
iho.'^c dial, were ot the smiatoriaii order, tt) give C’aiiis his due re- 
wmd, oeeaiise iu‘ had been mimerciliilly seviu’e to them ; h-r he 
(llvd not lonn- alter he had written to Petronius that epistle which 
llireatt lied him witlidi alh. But as for the occasion ol liis death, 
and tile naturti of the plot against him, I shall relate them in tht^ 
jirogress of this narration. Now’, that ipistle which iniormed 
Petronius of (‘ulus' death came first, and a little alterwaril came 
dial whicli commanded him to kill him-cll w ith his ow n liaiuls. 
Whe- ('upon he lajoicetl at this coinciilcnce as to the death td' 
Pains, and adininal C»od’s providence, who without, the l(.a t 
;iiul immediately, gave him a reward for the regard he 
^*ad to the temple, and llu' assistance lu‘ afforded the Jews tor 
avoiding the dangers they wa re in. And by this nuaii.s Petro- 
iiius escaped that ilanger uf deatli which he Cijuld not tbresee. 
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CHAP. IX. 

What befell the Jt^xs that xeere in Bahijlon^ on occasion of Asineu^ 
and Anilcns^ tuo brethren, 

J 1. iV VERY sad calamity now bcl'ell the Jews that were in 
Mesopotamia, and especially those that dwelt in Babylonia. 
Inferior it was to none ot’tlie calamities w hich liad gone before, 
iuid came together with a great slaughter of them, and that 
greater than any n])on record before; concerning all which J 
shall s})eak accurately, and shall explain the occasions whence 
those miseries came upon them. There was a city in Babylo- 
nia called Neerda; not only a very pojmlous oiU‘, but one that 
liad a good and a large territory about it, and, besides its other 
advantages, lull of' men also. Jt was, besides, not easily to he 
assaulted by enemies, from the river Euphrates encompassing it 
all round, and from the walls that were built about it. Tlu ic 
was also the city Nisibis, situate on the same currcait of‘ the ri- 
ver. Tor which reason, the Jews, de[)('nding on the natiiiiil 
strength of these places, deposited in ih; m that half shekel w hicli 
every one, by the custom of our country, oilers unto (Jod, as wi li 
as they' did other things devoted to him, for thev made use of 
these cities as a treasury, whence, at a proper time, they wi le 
Iransmitted to Jerusalem ; and many ten thousand imai under- 
took the carriage of those donations, out of fear of the ravMge^ 
of the Parthians, to w hom the Babylonians wi-n: then snbjeci. 
Now', there W(*re two men, Asineus and Anileiis, of tin* city 
Neerda by birth, and brethren to one another. They were des- 
titute of a father, and their mother put them to learn the art ol 
weaving curtains, it not being esteemed a disgrace among them 
lor men to be weavers of cloth. Now, he that taught them llmt 
art, and was set (ner them, complained tiuit th(*y came too hitc 
to their work, and ])unished them with .stri|)es : but they look 
this just punishment as an afliont, and carried off all the weapons 
which were ke{)t in that house, which w'i*re not a fewy and went 
into a certain place w here was a partition of the rivers, and was 
a place naturally very lit for ilu feeding (;f cattle, and for pn> 
serving such fruits as wen* nsuallv laid up against wintiu*. 
j)oorest sort oflhe young men also resorted to them, wliom they 
armed w ith the wiapons they had gotten, and became tln ir cap- 
tains; and nothing hinden-d them from being their leaders 
mi'vchief ; for, as sour as they were l)ecomc" invincible, and h*’*^ 
built them a citadel, tliey sent to such as fed cattle, aiul ordd- 
ed them to j)ay so much tribute out of them as might be sidli- 
cieiit lor their maintenance, jiroposing also that they would 1 ^ 
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tiicir IVieiicls, if they would submit to them, and that tlicy would 
(loleiul them from all their other enemies on every side, but that 
they would kill all the cattle of those that refused to obey tliem. 
So they liearkened to their ])roj)osals (for they could do nothing 
( Ise,) and sent them as many sheep as were required of them ; 
wlioniby their forces grew greater, and they became lords over 
all they jdeased, because they marched suddenly, and did them 
a mischief, insomuch that every body who had to do w ith them, 
chose to pay them respect, and they became formidable to such 
as came to assault them, till the report about them came to the 
cars of the king of Parthia himself. 

‘ 2 . Hut when the governor of Babylonia understood this, and 
had a mind to put a stop to them before they grew greater, and 
bct(»re greater mischiefs should arise from them, he got together 
so great an army as he could, both of Parthians and Babylonians, 
and marched against them, thinking to attack them, and destroy 
them before any one should carry tliein the news that he had got 
ail army together. He then encamped at a lake, and lay still; 
hill, on the next day, (it was the Sabbath, which is among the 
Jews a day of rest iroui all sorts of work,) he supposed that the 
ciu-mv would not dare to light him thereon, but that he would 
i;ikc lliem and ciirry them away ju’isoners, w ithout fighting. lie 
th refore {proceeded gradually, and thought to fall iij)on lliem on 
liic sudden. Now A>ineus was sitting with the rest, and tlieir 
vveapons lay by lliem ; upon w hicb be said, Sirs, I hear a uelgli- 

• iiig ol horses ; not ot‘ siieh as are feeding, but sueb as have 

• HUM on their backs; 1 also bear sueb a noise of their bridles, 

■ that 1 am afraid that some enemies are coining u])on us to en- 
‘ compass us round. 1 lowever, let somebody go to look about, 

• and make report of w liat reality there is in the prc^seiit * state 
‘ of things ; and mav what I have .>aid prove a false alarm.'' 
And when he said tliis, some of them went out to sj)y out 
'vliut was the matter, and they came again immediately and said 

' liim, that “’lU'ither hast thou been mistaken in telling ns what 
our enemies were tloiiig, nor w ill those enemies be injurious 
to people any longer. We are caught by tlu'ir intrigues like 
krute beasts, and there is a large body of eavalry inarehiiig 
upon us, while we are destitute of hands to defend ourselves 
‘‘ withal, because we are restrained from doing it by the pro- 
‘‘ liibitioii ol oiir law, which obliges us to rest [on this day.”] 
Asineus did not by any means agree with the opinion of his 

is here, and in very mnny other places of Joscphii*^, immcdintcly at 
, and is to 1)0 so expounded, 2 I luss. ii. ‘J. vheii some falsely pretended that St. 
t r. \ either hy word of mouth or hy an epistle, or hy both, that t/ir datf of 

'"d Was immi'diaUhf lit hand: for sliirSl. Taul did then plainly tliink that day 
years future. 
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spy as to what was to be done, but thought it more agreeable to 
the law to pluck up their spirits in this necessity they were liil. 
leu into, and break their Jaw by avenging themselves, althoii«»}, 
they should die in the action, tliaii by doing nothing, to plensi 
their enemies in submitting to be slain by them. Accordiiiolv 
he took up his weapons, and infused courage into those tliat wcoj. 
with him to act as courageously as himselt'. So they fell uihj;, 
their enemies, and slew a great many of them, because they dt ^ 
pised them, and came as to a certain victory, and put the re^i 
to flight. 

3. But when the new\s of this fight came to the king of Pai. 
thia, he wns surprised at the boldne.>s of these brethren, aiul \v;i. 
desirous to see tliem, and s))eak w’ith them, l ie thend'ore sent llit 
most trusty of all his guards to say thus to them, “ That king ^\i. 
tabanus, altliough he hath becai unjustly treated by you, wi ,, 
have made an attempt against his government, yet hath he inei, 
regard to your courageous behaviour than to the anger he l)(‘ai> 
ti> \a)n, and hath sent me to give you his right hand, ^ and set n- 
rity, and he pvcrmits you to come to him salely, and w ithoiit aii\ 
violence upon the road, and he wants to have y(ui adcirisN 
yourselves to him as irlends, without meaning any guik- 
tleceit to you. l ie also promises to makii yon present'-;, and 
to pay you those respects w'hich wall makij an a(i(litit>n ol' 
}K)\ver to your courage, and theia'by be ot advantage to you. 
Yet did Asiiieus himself put olf his journey thither, bat 
his brotlier Anileu.s with all such ])rest‘nts as ho could prociur, 
iSo lie nt, and was admitted to lln^ king’s presence; ajai nLui) 
Artabanus saw* Anilens coming alone, he in(|nire(I iiito llierc:- 
son why Asinens avoided to eonu* along w ith him : and wlu iii. 
understood that he was atraid, and staid by the lak('. he loi d 
an oath hv the gods ot Ids country, that he would do them iif 
harm, if they came to 1dm upon the assuranees he gave iIjuu. 
and gave them liis right hand.j* 'J'ids is of the greatest tore 
there with all these barbarians, and alli)rds a tirm seciiril\ 
those who converse with them; tor noiu', of tluan will deoi'' 
you, when once they have given you their right hands, nor''- 
any oiKmlcmbt ol their tuielih , uh<*n that is once* given, 
though thiy were beloie Mi.^pected of injustice*. \\ hen Arii- 
baJius had (le)ne this, Ik se*nt a\vay Anihos to pi‘rsnaele his 
ther te) ce)im; te) him. \e)w this the king diei, bee’ause* he vvuiif- 
ed to curb h|p own ge)\e*niers of ])re)vinces by tlie conni.';v <>1 

* 'I ht? jo’nin;; r>f iV.** Iniuls wns t slot-incfl ;inion<' llu‘ l\Tsi:ins j ;ii <1 

part lu.cj -, a most to U'lriiiv, as J^r. IIikImwi Imt* »' ‘ 

ai»(i to tt)e o>riimtiiUjy on Ito.nn, It. \!. i Ij. xv. for its ronliniintio''- ‘ 

u*n inuft null the likt use of it in .lo- - phos. 


■f Sfc tin* al>o\< note. 
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these Jewish brethren, lest they should make a league wiili 
them ; for tliey were ready for a revolt, and w^ere disposed to 
rebel, had they been sent on an expedition against them. He 
was also afraid, lest, when he was engaged in a war in order tc 
subdue those governors of ])rovinccs that had revolted, the party 
of Asineus, and those in Babylonia, should be augmented, and 
( itlier make war u])on him, when they should hear of that re- 
volt, or, if they should bii disa])pointed in that case, they would 
not fail of doing farther mischief to him. 

4. When the king had these intentions, he sent away Anilcus, 
and An ileus prevailed on his brother [to come to tlie king,] when 
he had related to him the king’s good-will, and the oath that he 
had taken. Accordingly tliey made haste to go to Artabanus, 
who received them, when they were come, with pleasure, and 
adinired Asineus’ courage in the actions he had done, and this 
because he was a little man to see to, and at first siglit appeared 
coiitein])tible also, and such as one might deem a person of no 
value at all. He also said to liis friends, how, upon the com- 
parison, In? showed his soul to be, in all respects, superior to 
liis body ; and when, as they were drinking together, he once 
bhowed Asineus to Abdagases, one of the generals of his army, 
and told him his name, and described the great courage he was 
of in war, and Abdagases ha<l desired leave to kill him, and 
thereby to inflict on him a punishment for those injuries he had 
(loiKi to the Parthian govermnent, the king replied, ‘‘ I will 
“ never give thee leave to kill a man who hath depended on my 
faith, ('specially not after 1 have sent him my right hand, and 
“ endeavoured to gain his belief by oaths made by the goils. 
“ But if thou beest a truly warlike man, thou slaiidest not in 
“need of my perjury. Clo thou then and avenge the Parthian 
“ govc'rniiK'nt ; attack this man, when he is returned back, and 
“ coiujuer him by the iorees that are under thy eommand, with- 
“ out my privily.” Hereupon the king called for Asineus, and 
said to liim, “ It is time tor thee, O thou young man ! to re- 


“ turn home, aiul not provoke (he indignation of my gen- 
“ erals in this place any farther, lest they attempt to mur- 
“ tier thee, and that without my approbation. I commit to 
“ thee the country of Babylonia in trust, that it may, by ihy 
“ care, be preserved free from robbers, aiul from other mis- 
“ chiefs. 1 have ke])t mv faith inviolable to tlu^e, and that 
“ not in trifling affairs, but in those that couccriu'd ihy safety, 
‘‘ and do therefore desei vc thou shouhlest be kind to nu!.” \\ hen 
had said this, and given Asiiu*us some presents, he sent him 
away imniediati ly ; who, when he was come home, built fortress- 
^^5 and became great in a liuletime, and Jiumaged things with 
2^»<‘h courage and suecc.ss, as lu) other person, tliat Inul no high- 


o 
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or a beginning, ever did before him. Those Parthian governors 
also, who were sent that way, paid Iiini great respect; and the 
honour that was paid him by the Babylonians seemed to tlioin 
too small, and beneath his deserts, although he were in no small 
dignity and power there ; nay, indeed, all the affairs of Meso])o^ 
tamia depended on him, and he more and more flourished in 
this happy condition of his for fdteen years. 

5. But as their affairs were in so flourishing a state, there 
sprang up a calamity among them on the following occasion. 
When once they had deviated from that course of virtue where- 
by they had gahied so great power, they affronted and transgress- 
ed the laws of their forefathers, and fell under the dominion of 
their lusts and pleasures. A certain Parthian, who came as ge- 
neral of an army into those parts, had a wife following him, wlio 
had a vast reputation for other accomplishments, and particular- 
ly was admired above all other women for lier beauty; Anileib’, 
the brother of Asineus, either heard of that her beauty from 
others, or perhaps saw her himselfalso, and so became tit once licr 
lover and her enemy ; partly because he could not hope to en- 
joy this woman but by obtaining power over her as a cajitive, 
aiul partly because he thought he could not eon(|iier his iTidiiia- 
tioiis for her; as soon therefore as her husbtuul had beim declar- 
ed an enemy to them, tind was fallen in the btittle, the widow 
of the docciised was married to this her lover. I lowevor, this 
woman did not conic into tlieir house without jiroducing gnat 
misfortunes both to Anileus himself, and to Asineus also, but 
brought great mischiefs upon them on the occasion following 
Since she was led away captive, upon the death of her hushaiid, 
she concealed the images of those gods which were their country 
gods, common to her husband and to herself: now' it is tin* cus- 
tom’* of that country for all to have the idols they worshiji in 
their own houses, and to carry them along with them when tlmy 
go into a foreign land, agreeable to which custom of tlu'iis she 
carried lier idols wdth her. Now at first slie performed Inr 
w'orship to them privately, but when she was heco!n(^ Auiicus’ 
married wife, she w'orshipped them in her accustomed manner, 
and with the same appointed ceremonies which she used in her 
former husbaiurs days ; upon which tlieir most esteemed friends 
blamed him at first that ho did not act after the manner ol the 
Hebrews, nor perform what w'as agreeable to their law's, in niar- 

• lliis custom of the Mi -^opotainians to carry their housctiold fjocls along "ifli 
them wherever they travelled, is as uld as the days of Jacob, when Unchcl his whe 
did the same, Gen. xxxi. IH. 3o — ?' 5 . nor is it to pass here unoliserved, what gn‘*t 
riiiseries came oti lliesc Jew*!, because they siifferLHi one of their leaders to toarry 
au idolatrous wife, contrary to the law' of Moses. Of which matter see the note oo 
Jt. XiX. di, V. sect. 3. 
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yyint; ft roreign wife, and one that transgressed the accurate ap- 
pointineiits of their sacrifices and religious ceremonies ; that he 
(jijglit to consider, lest by allowing himself in many ])leasures of 
the body, he might lose his j)rinci}nility, on account of the beau- 
ty of a wife, and that high authority wliich, by God’s blessing, 
lie had arrived at. But, when they prevailed not at all upon 
him, he slew one of them for whom he had the greatest respect, 
because of the liberty he took with him ; who, when he was dying 
out of regard to the laws, imprecated a punishment upon his 
imii’derer, Anileus, and upon Asincus also, and tliat all their 
com})anions might come to a like end from their enemies; upon 
the two lirst as the ))rinci})al actors of this wickedness, and upon 
llie rest as those that would not assist him when he sullered in 
the defence of their laws. Now these latter were sorely grieved, 
yet did they tolerate these doings, because they remembered that 
lliev had arrived at their present happy state l)y no other means 
tliaa their fortitude. But when they also heard of the worship 
of those g(Hls whom the Parthians adore, they thought the in- 
jiirv that Anileus oflered to their laws was to be borne no longer ; 
and a great number of them came It) Asineus, and loudly com- 
plained of Anileus, and told him, that ‘‘ it had been well that he 
“had of himself seen what was advantageous to them, but that 
however it was now high time to correct what had been done 
amiss, belbre the crime that had been committed proved the 
ruin ol* himself and all the rest of them. They added, that 
“ the marriage of this woman was matle without their consent, 
and without a regard to their old laws; and that the worship 
‘‘ wljich this woman [paid to tlieir gods] was a re]noa( h to the 
”• (hnl whom they worshipped.” Now', Asincus was sensible 
ut Ills 1)1 other's olfeuee that it Inul been already the cause of 
i;n*at mischiels, mul would be so lor the. time tt) come; yet did 
he tolerate the same from tlie go.od-will he luul to so near u 
relation, and forgiving it to him, on account that his brotber was 
(jiiite over-borne by his w icked inclinations. But as more and 
more still came abtiiit him every day, and the clamours about it 
heeame greater, he at length spoke to Anileus about these cla- 
mours, reproving him for his former actions, and desiring him 
Inr the future to leave them oll^ and send the woman back to 
her relations. But nothing was gained by these reproofs; lor, 
llie woman perceived what a tumult wins made among the 
peoplti on account, and w as alVaiil for Anileus, lest he should 
^'^'me to any harm for his love It) her, she infused pt)ison into 
Ajiiiieiis’ food, and thereby took him oflj and was now secure 
prevailing, when her lover wa i to be judge of what should 
he (luiK* t'lboiil her. 

bo Aiiileiis took the gt)vi‘riiment ii|u>n hiiiisclt alone, and 



106 


ANTIj^UlTIES OF THE JEWS. 


Book XVI 11 


Jed his army against tlie villages of Mithridates, who was a man 
of principal authority in Partliia, and had married king Arta- 
banus’ daughter ; he also plundered them, and among that proy 
was found much money, and many slaves, as also a great iium, 
her of sheep and many other things, which, when gained, make 
mens condition happy. Now, when Mithridates, who was there 
at this time, heard that his villages were taken, he was verv 
much displeased to find that Anileus had first began to injure hiin, 
and to affront him in his j)resent dignity, when he liad Jiot oiler- 
/ed any injury to him beforehand ; and he got together the great- 
est body of horsemen he was able, and those out of that number 
which were of an age fit for war, and came to fight Anileus ; and 
when he was arrived at a certain village of his own, he lay still 
there, as intending to fight him on the day following, because it 
was the sabbath, tlie day on whicli the Jews rest. And when 
Anileus w^as informed of this by a Syrian stranger of anolher 
village, who not only gave him an exact account of other cir- 
cumstances, but told him where Mithridates would have a 
he took his supjier at a proper time, and marched by night, wiih 
an intent of falling upon the Parlliians while they wen' m);i|',- 
prized wliat they should do; so he 1‘ell upon them about the lumih 
w*atch of the night, and some of them he slew while they were 
asleej), and others he jnit to flight, ami took Mithridates nlin, 
and set him naked upon an nss/ which, among the Parthi.eis, 
is esteemed the greatest rejiroach ])ossible. And when he liai! 
brought him into a wood with such a resolution, ami his lVii n(l‘, 
desired him to kill Mithridates; he soon told tlu'in his own juiiid 
to tlie contrary, ami said, that it was not right to kill a man 
wdio was one of the principal fiiniilies among tlu' Pai thiaie, 
and greatly honoured with matching into the royal lliiiiil\ ; 
“ that so far as thev had hitherto mine was tolei able ; lor al- 
“ though they liad injured Alithridates, yet if they prcscrvol 
‘‘ his life, this benefit would be rmneinbered by him to the ad- 
vantage of those that gave it him, but that it* he. weic; once 
put to death, the king woultl not be at rest till he had made 
a great sliMighter of tlie Jews that dwell at Babylon ; to uIioh 
safety we ought to liavij a regard, both on account of (air ro- 
‘‘ lation to them, and because if any inisl’ortnne beiall us, we have 
no other place to letiri^ t</, since* he lialli gottiai the flower ol 
their youth under him.’' By tin . thought, and this spe<'ih ol 
his made in council, he persuad« d them to act accordingly? 

• Ttii* custom in Syria aivl of sHtinj; men upon an ass. by "7 

of is still kept up at I):iina»CMs hi Syria, wlu-rr, in oidtr to slan? tijor 

d<‘vpitf against the Ctiristians, the 'I’urks will not suffer them to hire horsi";, I*'** 
only, wlien they go abroad to sii? the country, as Mr. IVIaundrcll as ini' i'** 
paifc 1 
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Mithridatcs was let go. But, when he was got away, his wife 
reproached him, that although he was son-in-law to the king, he 
neglected to avenge himself on those that had injured him, while 
he took no care about it, but was contented to have been made a 
captive by tlie Jews, and to have escaped them, and she bid him 
“ cither to go back like a man of courage, or else she swore by 
“ the gods of their royal family, that she would certainly dissolve 
lier marriage with him.” Upon which, partly because he 
coiilil not bear the daily trouble of her taunts, and })artly because 
he was afraid of her insolence, lest she should in earnest dissolve 
her marriage, he unwillingly, and against his inclinations, got 
together again as great an army as he could, and marched along 
with them, as himself thinking it a thing not to be borne any 
longer, that h(‘, a Partlhan, should owe his preservation to tlie 
Jews, when they had been too hard lor him in the war. 

7. Ihit as soon as Anileiis understood that Mithridates was 
inarching wilii a great army against him, lie thouglit it too igno- 
ininious a thing to tarry about the lakcjs, and not to take the 
lirst ()|)[)ort unity of nu‘eting his enemies, and he hojied to have 
the same success, and to biait their enemies as they did before; 
as also he ventured boldly u})on the like attempts. Accordingly 
lie led out his army, and a great many more joined themselves 
;o that army, in order to betake themselves to plunder the peo- 
j'/!e, ami in order to terrilV tlu? enemy again by their numbers, 
iiiit when they had marched ninety furlongs, while the road had 
heoii through dry [and sandy] ))laees, and about the midst of the 
clav, they W(*re become very thirsty; and Mithridates apjieaied, 
and I’ell iijion them, as they were in distress for want ol' water, on 
which acc ount, and on account of the time of the day, they were 
not able to bear tlu ir weajions. ISo Anileus ami liis men were 
|)iit to an ignominous rout, while men in despair were to aiiack 
those that were fi esli and in good ]>light ; so great slaughter was 
made, and many ten thousand men i’ell. Now Anileus, and all that 
stood linn about liim, ran awav as fast as they were able, into a 
'vood, and alforded Mithridates the jileasure of liaving gained a 
great victory over them. Hut there now came unto Anileus a 
conflux of bad men, who regariletl their own lives very little, if 
they might but gain some present ease, insomueh that they, by 
dills coming to iiim, coin])ensated the innllitiulc of those that 
perished in tlie fight. Yet were not these men like to those that 
lell, hocaiiso they W('re ra'^h, and unexereised in war ; however, 
^’itli tlicsc he came upon tlie villages ot the Babylonians, and a 
mighty devastation t)f all things was made there by the injuries 
mnt Anileus did them. So (he Babylonians, and those tliat had 
already been in the war, sent lo Neerihi to the Jews there, and 
demanded Anileus. But, although (hey did not agree to tlieir 
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cleninruls, (for if tliey had been willing to deliver him up, it was 
not in their power so to do,) yet dul they desire to make peace 
with them. To which the other replied, tliat they also w'aniod 
to settle conditions of peace wdth them, and sent men togetlicr 
w ith the Babylonians, who discoursed with Anileus about them. 
But the Babylonians, u[)on taking a view of liis situation, and 
having learned where Anileus and Iiis men lay, fell secretly 
upon them as they were drunk, and fallen asleej), and slew' all 
that they caught of them, without any fear, and killed Anileus 
himself also. 

8 . The Babylonians were now freed from Anileus’ heavy 
incursions, which had been a great restraint to the effects of iliat 
hatred they bore to the Jews, for they were almost always at 
variance, by reason of the contrariety of their laws; and whidi 
party soever grew boklest before the otlnu', they assaultei e 
otlu'r : and at this time in particular it was, that upon the ruin 
of Anileus* party, the Babylonians attacked the Jews, wliicli 
made those Jews so vehemently to resent tlie injuries they re- 
ceived from the Babylonians, that being neither able to fiulit 
them, nor bearing to live with them, tlu y went to Seleiicia, tiu; 
])rincipal city of those j)arts, which was built by Seleucus Nic;i- 
tor. It was inhabited by many of the Macedonians, hut hv 
more of the Cireeians ; not a few of the Syrians also dwelt iIk le; 
and thither ilid the Jews ily, and lived there five years, wiilioiii 
any inistbrlunes. But on the sixth year, a j)estilence came up- 
on these at Babylon, which occasioned new iHanovals of 111(11’'' 
liabitatioiis out of that city : aiul becausi^ they came to Seleiuiii, 
it hajipeiied that a still heavier calamity came upon them ()]i 
that account, w hich I am going to relate immediately. 

9 . Now th(,* way of li\ing of the people of Seleucia, wln) 
were Cireeks and Syrians, was commonly (juanelsome, and lull 
of discords, though the Greeks were too hard for the Syriiiii''. 
When, therefore, lliii Jews were come ihitlua’ and dwelt aiiiuii!^ 
them, there arose a sedition, and the Syrians were too hiiiil lor 
the other, by tlie assistance of the Jews, who are men (hat despix* 
dangers, and very ri ady to fight upon any occasion. Now, wlitii 
the Greeks had the worst in tills sedition, and saw that they iiiul 
but (Uie way of recovering their former authority, and that 
if iJiey' could jueveiit thi^ agrceiueiit between the Jews and llif 
Syrians, they every one diseoursed with such of the Syrians as 
were ibriiKuly their act|uaintaii(i‘, and juomisetl they would bo 
at peace anti friendship with them, Accortlingly tin y gladly 
agreed so to do; and w lien this was done by the |)i iiieipal meu ut 
both nations, they s<;on agreed to a reconciliation, and when lla v 
Wuie so agreed, tlu y both knew that the great design ol’such tia a 
union, would be their common liatred to the Jews. Accoidingl) 
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they Tell upon them, and slew about fifty thousand of them ; nay, 
ilie Jews were all destroyed, excepting a few who escaped, 
by the compassion which their friends or neighbours aflorded 
them, in order to let them fly away. These retired to Ctesiphon, 
Orccian city, and situate near to Selucia, where tlie king [of 
p-irthia] lives in winter every year, and where the greatest part 
of his riches are re})osited, but the Jews had here no certain set- 
tlement, those of Seleiicia liaving little concern for the king’s 
honour. Now the whole nation of the Jews were in fear both of 
the Babylonians, and of the Seleucians, because all the Syrians 
that lived in those places agreed with the Seleucians in the war 
against the Jews : so the most of them gathered themselves toge- 
ther, and went to Neerda, and Nisibis, and obtained security 
there by the strength of those cities ; besides which their inhabi- 
tants, who were a great many, were all warlike men. And this 
tlie state of the Jews at this time in Ikibyloniiu 
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BOOK XIX. 

CONTAINING THE INTERVAE OF THREE YEARS AND A HALF. 

[^FROM THE HEPARTimE OF THE JEWS OUT OF DARYLo^ 
TO FAUUS, THE ROMAN PROCURATOIl.J 


CHAP. I. 

How Cains was * slain hxj Chcrca. 

$ 1. ^N^ow this Cains f did not demonstrate his madness in otK r- 
ing injuries only to the Jews at Jerusalem, or to those that dwelt 
in the neighbourhood, but sidTcred it to extend itself llironjiji 
all the earth and sea, so far as was in subjection to the Uonmiis, 
and filled it with ten thousand mischiels, so many iiuleeil in 
number as no former history relates. But Koine itsell felt ilie 
most dismal elFects of what he did, while he deemed that not to 
be any way more honourable than the ri‘>t of the (itics; 
but he pulled and liauled its otlu r citizens, but esp(‘cially tlic 
senate, and particularly the nobility, tind such as had bun 
diij^nified by illustrious ancestors ; he also had ten thoiisaml (K- 
vices against such of the e<|uestrian order, as it w as siyleil, who 
W’cre esteemed by the citiztms eijual in dignity and wealth wiili 
the senators, because out of them the senators weia* theinsclvfs 
chosen ; these he treated after an ignominious manner, and iv- 
moved them out of his way, w hile they w ere at once slain, nini 
their wealth plundered ; because he slew^ men generally in ordu' 
to seize on their riclies. He also asserti*d his own divinity, and 
insisted on greater lionours to be paid iiim by his subjects, tliiiii 
are due to mankind. He also frecjuented that temjile of Jii])itn 
which they style the Cajiitol, wliich is w ilh them the most holy 
of all their temples, and had boldness enough to call himsell llif 


• In this and the three next diapters, we have, I think, a larger and more distinO 
account of the slaughter of Uaius, 'md the siKC«*ssion of CMaiidius, than 
have of any such ancient fads wliatsoever elsewhere. Some of llie ocen'^ieii'; 
which prohahly were, jt>sephus’ hitter hatretl against tyranny, and the pleasure 1'^^^ 
took ill giving the hisf<iry oi‘ the slaughter of such a harbannis tyrant as >n:»s tli> 
Caius ('aligula, as also the deliverance his own nation had hy that Nlan{:l'|‘‘’''y’ 
which he speaka, sect. ii. together with tlie great intimacy he had w ith Agripp'i 
whose father was deeply c<nicermd in tlie advaiiteineiit of riauiliiis iijion the deai-i '*^ 
Caius ; from which Agrijipa junior, .loM'phus might be fully informed ui 
history 


f Called Caligula by the Koinatis. 
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brother of Jupiter. And otlier pranks he did like a madman; 
•IS wlicri lie laid a bridge IVoni the city .Dicearchia, which belongs 
to Campania, to Miseiiiini, another city u])on the seaside, from 
one ])roinontory to another, of the length of thirty furlongs, as 
iiieasured over the sea. And this was done, because he esteemed 
it to be a most tedious thing to row over it in a small ship, and 
tlionght withal, that it becaim* him to make that bridge, since 
1)0 was loi*d ol the sea, anti might obligti it to give marks of 
oboditMice as well as the earih; so lit; inelosetl the whole bay 
within iiis britlge, anti drove his chai'iol over it, anti thought 
tliot, as he was a god, it was lit lor him to travel t)ver such 
roads as this was. Nor tlitl lit; abstain I’roin the pluiuler of anj 
of the (ireeian tein})les, anti gave t>rtler that all the engravings 
anti sciilpl nres, anti the rest of the ornanients of tin; statues 
and tionntions therein tledicaletl, should be brougliL to him, 
savinu'i thiit the best things ouglit It) be set ntiwhere but in 
tlu; bt'sl place, anti that the city t)f Uonie was that best pdace.” 
lie also ad<)rnt;d his t)wn litnist; anti his gartlens with the curi- 
osities brought frtun thosi; temples, together witli tlie liotises lie 
lav at whtai he travtdled all tiver Italy; whence lit; ditl not 
bcrnplt; to give acommaiid, that tin; statue ot‘ Ju[)itcr ()lym})ins, 
so calk'd because lui was lunninred at the Olympian games by 
tilt? (ireeks, wliieli was the work t)l' Phitlias the Athenian, 
slionld he brought to liOint‘. Yet tlitl not he compass his end, 
his-aiise the ai'chitects told Menuniiis lleguhis, who was etini- 
iiiandt?d to icinove that statue tif.lnpiler, that tin; workmanship 
was such as wonhl bt' spt>ilt'tl, aiul wtnilil not bear the removal. 
It was also reporieil that Memmins, l)(*lh tin that aecounl, and 
on account t)f stiine such inighl v prodigies as are of an inert'd- 
iblc nature, put olf the taking it tiown, anti wrott' It) C’aiiis 
those aeconnts, as his ajiologv lor not having tlone w hat his 
episth; retjnired tifhim; ami that when he was theiiee in dan- 
ger of perishing, In; was saved by Cains being dead himself, 
belore he had put him to tleath. 

2 . Nav? Cains’ madness canu' to this height, that when he 
had a tlanghler born, ht; carrieil her into the eapitol, anti })ut 
lu;r upon the knees of the statue, and saitL that the eliiltl was com- 
nion to him ami to .Inpiter, and tletermlnetl that slu* Imd twt) fa- 
thers, hut whirh ol lhe>e lathers was the greatvst, he It'lt nn- 
di'leriniiieil ; anti vet mankind boit; him in such his |)rank,s! lie 
also gave h'avc' to si;<ves to aeeuse their masters of any cnim's 
^vhat‘<oc;V'-r thev ph ased ; tor all Mit h act'iuai ions w I're terrihle, 
heraiise ih.ev w'eie in u’re;U pr.rt ncith.; tv) ])L:ee him, and at his 
insommdi liiat i^dlnx, C laudius' slave, hatl iht' bt>!d- 
to lay ;m at ensalion agam.sl Claudius himaell, anti Cains was 
^tot ashamed to be prestviU at liis trial of life and deatYl, to hear 
'OL, in. V 31 



ANTIOUITIES OF THE JEWS. 


Book XIX. 


1 12 

tlmt trial of his own uncle, in hopes of being able to take hiia 
off, although he did not succeed to his mind. But when he had 
filled the whole habitable world, which he governed, with false 
accusations and miseries, and had occasioned the greatest insult 
of slaves against their masters, who, indeed, in a great measure 
ruled them, there were many vsecret plots now laid against hini; 
some in anger, and in order for men to revenge themselves, on 
account of the miseries they had already undergone from 
and others made attemj)ts upon him, in ordtT* to take him off be- 
fore they should lall into such great miseries, while his deatli 
came very Ibrtunately I'or the preservation of the laws of all men, 
and had a great iidiuence upon the public welfare ; and this hap- 
pened most happily for our nation in particular, which had aJ- 
most utterly perishetl if lie had not bt'iai suddenly slain. And 
I confess I have a mind to give a full account of this matter, 
particularly because it will alKird great assurance ot‘ the powtir 
of (kxI, and great comfort to those tlmt arc under alHictions, 
and wise caution to those who think their hai'ipiness will never 
end, nor l)ring them at length to the most lasting miseries, if 
they do not eonduet their lives by the principles of virtue. 

3. Now there weii' thn'C si viual eonspiraeies made in onlei 
to take off C'aius, and each of these three waseondneted l)y ex- 
cellent persons, f'niilius Ut'gnins, born at C’ordnba in fSpaiii, 
got some men tog(.*tlier, and was di^sirons to take (’aius off either 
by tliem, or by Ininself. Another (‘onsjiiracy then' was laid by 
them, under tluf conduct of C'herea ('assins, the tribune [of the 
Petronian band Minneianns Annins was also one of great con- 
secjiience among tIio>e that were prepartal to oppose liis tvranuv. 
Now" the several occasions of these men’s sevei al haired and con- 
spiracy against Cains wtue these : Kegnlus had iiuiignatioii and 
hatred against all injustice, for he had a mind miturally angry, 
and bold, and free, which made him not conceal his counsels; so 
he corninunicated them to inaiiv of his iViiMids, and to others, who 
seemed to him jjcrsofis oi' activity and vigour; Mimiciainis en- 
tered into this corrspi racy, because of the injustice done to Lepi- 
dus his ])articular friend, and one of tin' la st character oi all the 
citizens, whom Cains ha<l slain, as also Ix'eanse lu^ was afraid of 
himsfdf, since C ains’ wi'ath teiuled to tlu^ slaughter of all alike: 
and for (Jlierea, he came in, l)ecans(* lie thought it a d(‘ed wortliv 
of a free ingeniioiis man to kdl C aiiis, and was ashamed of tia* 
proachos he hn under fn»m C’aiu<, as tliongh he were a coward: 
as also l>ec:an>e lie was himst If in danger every day from hw 
friendship with him, and (he obsc*rvanc(^ he paid liim. 
men proposed this att^aiipt to all the n st tliat were couccrurd, 
who saw the injuries that were c»fU*re<l them, and weredesiroas 
tr.Ht Cains’ slaughter rnight succeed by their mutual as.sistaiic<^ 
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of one another, and they might themselves escape being killed 
l)y the taking oil* Cuius : that perhaps tliey should gain their 
point, and that it would be a happy thing if they should gain 
it, to ap})rove themselves to so many excellent persons as 
earnestly wislied to be partakers with them in their design, for 
the delivery of the city and of the government, even at the 
lia/ard of their own lives. But still Clierea was the most 
zealous of them all, both out of a desire of getting himself the 
greatest name, and also by reason of his aeet ss to Cains’ })rc- 
sence, with less dang(*r, because he was tribune, and could 
tliereforc the more easily kill him. 

4. Now at this time came on the horse-races [Circensian 
truincs,] tlui view of which games was eagerly desired by the 
people of Borne, for they come with great alacrity into the hip- 
podrome [cirensj at such times, and petition their emperors, in 
<rreat nniltllmhvs lor what they stand in need of; wlio usually 
did not think lit to deny them their retpiests, but readily and 
(rratc^fnlly grant(‘d them. Accordingly they most importunate- 
ly desiretl, that Cains would now ease them in their tributes, and 
abate somewhat of the rigour of the taxes imimscd upon them; 
but he would not hear their petition ; and, wlien their clamours 
increased, he sent soldiers, some one way, and some another, 
and gave order that they should lay lioltl on tliose that matle 
the clamours, and without any more ath), bring them out, and 
put them to death. 'riu‘Ne were Cains’ commands, and those 
who were commanded executed the same; and the number of 
those who wi*re slain on this occasion was very great. Now 
the peo})le saw this, and bore it so far, that they Iclt oil* clam- 
ouring, because they saw' with their owni eyes, that this petition 
to be relieved, as to the })ayment of their money, broiight im- 
mediate death upon tlu*m. These things made Clierea more 
resolute to go on with his plot, in order to put an end to this 
barbarity of Cains against men. He then at several times, 
thought to I’all upon C’aiiis even as he was feasting; yet did he 
restrain himself by some considerations ; not that he had any 
doubt on him about killing him, but as watching for a proper 
season, that the. attempt might not be frustrated, but that he 
might give the blow so as might certainly gain his purpose. 

5. Clierea' had bei'U in the army a lung lime, yet was he not 
pleased with conversing so much with Cains. But C’aius had 
set him to renuire the tributes, and (ither dues, wliich, wlien not 
paid ill (hie time, were liirfeited to Ca'sar’s treasury : and he had 
made some delays in recpiiriiig them, beeaiiso those Imrdens had 
been doubled, and had rather indulged his own mild disposition, 
tlian pcrlorined Cains’ coinniaiid, nay, indeed, lie provoked 
Caius to anger by his sparing men, and pitying the hard tbrtnncs^ 
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of those from whom lie dcinaiuleil the taxes, and Cains upbraid- 
ed him with bis sloth and elleiiiinaey in being so long about 
collecting the taxes. And indeed he did not only allront him 
in other respects, but when he gave him the watcli-word ol'tlie 
day, to whom it was to be given by his place, he gave him fe.. 
niinine wonls, and tliose of a nature way reproachhil ; aiul 
these watch-woi-ds he gave (niU as having been initiated in tlio. 
secrets of cei lain mysteries, which he had been himsell* tliu 
author of. Now, although he had soinetiiues })ut on woman’s 
clothes, and had been wrapt in some embroidered garments to 
them belonging, and done a great many other things, in ordc.).- 
to make the company mistake him for a woman ; yet did he, by 
wav of re])roach, ol)ject tlie like womanish behaviour to Chorea. 
But when Chorea received the watch-word Irom him, Inj had 
indignation at it, but had gri'ater indignation a.t the delivery of 
it to others, iis being laugheil at by those that reci'ived it; in- 
somuch tliat Jiis lellow-tribunes made him the subject of their 
drollery ; for tluy would foretidl that he would bring them some 
of his useful watch-words when he w;is about to take the watch- 
word irom Ciesar, and would tluu'eby make him ridiculous; on 
which iiccoimls he took the courage of assuming certain part- 
ners to him, as having just veasims for his indignation against 
Cains. Now there was one Pompediiis, a senator, and one 
who had gone tlirough almost all posts in llu‘ goviumment, but 
otherwise an epieurean, and for that reason lovtal to lead an 
inactiw; life. Now 'I'unidius, an enemy ol his, had informed 
Cains that he had used iiideei ut ri'proaehes against him, and 
lie iiiatle use' of (^uintilia, lor a witiu'ss tt) them ; a woman she 
was, much brlovcal ly many that fre(juent<.‘d the theatre, ami 
jiarticulary by Bompi'dius, t)n account of her great beauty. 
Now this woinaii thought it a hoiiibk* thing to attest to aa 
accusation that t<juched the life of her lover, whieh was als«) ii 
lie. Timidiiis, houevei-, wanted to Itave her broiiglit to the 
torture. Cains was irritattal at this rejtroach upon him, and 
commanded Clierea, witlioiit any <leiav, to loiture (^uintilia, 
as he usetl to empIo\’ C’herea in such bloodv matters, aiul those 
that recjuired the toi lure, because lie ihought he* would do it 
the more barharou'?! v, in order to avoid that imputation ot ei- 
leininacy which he liad laid noon hiiii. ihit (^iiintilia, when 
she was brought to the* rack, trod i:j)()n the loot ol one ol lier 
associates, and let hitn knou, tint In* might he ol good Cfturage, 
and not be afraid (d tlie coiise<jm'nc(i ot lu r tortures; h‘r that 
she would bear them w ith magoauimil v. ( lu'rea tortured this 
woman alter a cruel manner: nnwillinglv inde(*(l, iuit because 
lie could not help it. lU: then bronglit her, without being 
iht; lea-t mo\\(l at wlial she had sidlt red, into tlie prc'seiice of 
( aim;, and that in such a state as was sail to behold ; and Chains, 
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1)0111::^ somewliat aflected with the sight of Quintilia, who had 
her body miserably disorclercd by the ))ains slm liad undergone, 
(Vecni both her and Pompediiis of the crime laid to their cliargc. 
]l(i also gtive her money to make her an honourable amemls, 
and eomlbrt her for that maiming of her body which she liad 
snilered ; and lor her glorious patience under such unsullcrable 
torments. 

f)\ This matter sorely gimn ed Cherea, as having been the cause, 

IS I’nr as he could, or the instnnnent of those miseries to men, 
svliicli s(‘emed worthy of consolation to Cains hiinselt*; on which 
account he said to Clement and to Papinius (of whom Clement 
\v:is general of tln^ army, and Papinius wjis a tribute,) ‘‘ To 
• Ih' sure, Clement, wn have no way failed in our guarding the 
‘‘ emperor; for as to those that have made conspiiacies against 
Ills government, some have been slain by our care and pains, 

‘‘ and some hav(* beam l)y us tortured, and this to such a degree, 
o that he hath hiinseli* pitied them. I low great then is our vir- 
‘‘ tue in submitting to conduct his armies Clement licld his 
pence, but showed tlie shame he was under in obeying C'tiius^ 
orders, both by his eyes and Ids blushing countenance, while 
he thought it by no numns right to accuse i 1 k‘. emperor in express 
words, lest their own safety should be endangma-d thereby. Cpon 
which Chc'rea took courage, and spoke to him without fear of the 
f] 'Mgers that wt're beh)re iiim, and discoursed largely of the sore 
, :i!amiti('s imder which the city and tlui goverunient then hdxnir- 
cfh and saith “ W e may indeed pretend in woicls, that C'aius is 
' the person unto whom the cause ot* such miseries ought to be 
‘‘ iiii])iit(‘d : hut, ill the opinion of such as are able to judge u|)- 
rightly, i> it not I, O C'lemeut ! and this Papinius, and before 
iistiiou thvself wlio bring these tortures upon the Romans, and 
ujion all mankind ? It is not done by t)iir binng subservient to 
the eomiiiands ol' C ains, but it is done by t)ur own eonsent ; 

' lor whereas it is in our jiower to put an end to tlu* life of this 

■ man, who hath so terribly injured the eitizens aiul bis subjects, 

‘ we are his guard in mischief, and his executioiu'rs instead ot 

■ his soldiers, mul are the* iuslrumeuvs oi’ ins i*rui‘lty. W e hear 
these weapons, not tor our lilierty, not tiirlhe Roman govern- 

‘’incut, hut only for his preservation, who lialli I'lislaved botli 
tlieir bodies ’and their minds; aiul we are every day pollutetl 
with the blood ih at we shed: and the torments we inflict upon 
‘others; and this we do, till sonu bculy lu’eomes Cains’ iustru- 
nieiit ill liringing the; like miseries upon ourselves. Nor does 
he thus employ us, bc-cause he hath a kindne ss for us, but ra- 
hier hc'caiise he hath a suspicion of ns, as also hc'canse when 
^hniuhuice more have lu’en killed (for Cains w ill set no bounds 
his wrath, since he aims to do all, not out of regard to jus- 
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tice but to his own pleasure,) we sliall also ourstilves be ex- 

po^ed to his cruelty ; whereas we ought to be the means ol 

confirming the security and liberty of all, and at the same 

lime to resolve to free ourselves liom dangers.'^ 

7. Hereupon Clement openly commended Chorea’s intentions- 

but bid him ‘Hiold his tongue; for that in case his words 

“ should get out among many, and such things should be spread 

abroad as w'ere fit to be concealed, tiie plot would come to 

be discovered before it was executed, and they should he 

brought to punishment : but that they should leave ail to 

‘‘ futurity, and the hope which thence arose, that some fortun- 

ate event would come to their assistance; that, as forhiinsclti 

his age w’ould not permit him to make any attempt in that case. 

However, although perhaps 1 could suggest what may he 

safer than what thou, Cherea, hast contrivt'd and said, yet 

how is it possible for any one to suggest what is rnoro iiir 

thy reputation ?” So Clmnent went his way home, wiih 

deep reflections on what he had heard, and what he liad hiinst 

said, Cherea also was under a concern, aiul went (juickiv lo 

Cornelius Sabimis, wlio was himself one of the tril)unes, mid 

whom he otherwise knew to be a worthy man, and a lover 

liberty, and on that account very uneasy at the j)resent inannirc- 

ment of jiublic affairs, he being desirous to come immediat< Iv 

to the execution of what had been <lt‘(ermine<l, arid thinkii)<r i( 

• • • • • ^ 
right for him to jiropose it to tlu; other, and alVaid lest (’h iiinit 

shouhl (liscoviT them, and besides looking upon delays and put- 
tings off to be the next to desisting from the iMiterprise, 

8. lint as all was agreeable to Sabinus, who bad liimsclti 
equally without Cherea, the same design, but had been silent lln 
W'ant (d' a person to whom lie could safely communicate tkit 
design, so having now met with om*, who not onlv })roiuisc(l U> 
conceal what be heard, but who had already opmied his mind 
to him, he was much more eiicouragctl, and (Ie^i^l‘d of Churia. 
that no delay might he made llienan. Accordingly they wml 
to Mimiciaiius, who was as virtuous a man, and as zealous tn 
do glorious actions as themstdves, and susptxted by Cains on 
occasion of the slaughter of Lepidus; I’or Minueianus and Lopi- 
dus were intimate fritauls, and troth in fear of the <langers tlmt 
they were under ; f’or C’aiiis was terrible to ail the great nun, 
as appearing I’cady to act a mad part towai'ds each of tlicin m 
particular, and towards all of them in general ; and these mon 
were afraid of one airother, ’vliile ihev were yet uneasy nt tlit; 
posture of affair’s, Irul avoided to declai’e their mind and 
hatred against Cains lo one another, out of fear ol‘ the 
they might be in thereby, although they perceived by 
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means their mutual hatred against Caius, and on that account 
were not averse to mutual kindness one towards another. 

9 , When Minuciaiiiis and Chorea had met together, and sa- 
luted one another, (as they had Ixieii used on former conversa- 
tions to give the upper liand to Miiiuciaims, both on account of 
Ills einineiit dignity, for he was the noblest of all the citizens, 
mid highly coininended by all men, especially when he made 
speeches to iJicin,) Miniicianus began first, and asked Cherea, 
Wliat w'as tlie watch-word he liad received that day from 
Gains i ibr the affront, which was offered Cherea in giving the 
watch-words, was famous over the city. But Cherea made 
no delay, so long as to reply to that (jiiestion out of the joy 
he laid that Aliiiuciaiius would have such confidence in liiin as 
to discourse with him. “ But do thou,” said he, give me the 
watch-word of liberty. And 1 return thee my thanks, that 
“ thou hast so gre atly encouraged me to exert myself after an 
“ extraordinary maimer ; nor do I stand in need of* many words 
« to onceiurage me, since both thou and I are of the same mind, 
iind ])artakers of the same resolutions, and this before we 
“ have conferred together. 1 havi* iiuleed but oiuj sword girt 
“on, but this one will servt* us both. Come on, therefore, let 
“ us set about the work. Do thou go first, if thou hast a rniiui, 
“ and bid me follow thee; or else 1 will go first, and thou shalt 
“ me, and we will assist one aiiothm, and trust one another. 
“ Nor is there a necessity for even one sword to such as have 
“ a mind dis])ose(l to such works, by wliicli miiul the sword uses 
“ to be successtul. I am zealous about this action, nor am I 
“ solicitous wlial I may myself undergo ; for I am not at Jedsure 
“to coiisid« r the dangers that may come mioii myselfj so deep- 
“ ly am 1 troubled at the slavery our once free country is now 
“ uiuler, and at the conlempt cast upon our exceUent laws, and 
“ at the de.'5tnictioii which hangs over all men, by the means 
‘‘ of Cuius. I wish that 1 may be judgetl by tbee, and that thou 
“niayest esteem me worthy of credit in these matters, seeing we 
“ are both of the same opinion, and there is herein no difference 
‘‘ between us.” 

10. Wlicn Alinuciauus saw the velieinency witli wliich Clie- 
roa tlelivereti himself, lie gladly embraced him, and encouraged 
bim ill his bold attt*ui})l, commending him, and embracing him ; 
so he let him go with his good wishes ; and some alfirin, that ho 
thereby confirmed Alinuciunus in the pi osia'iition of what Itail 
been agreed among thein ; for, as Cherea entered into tiie court, 
the report runs, ihat a voice came iVoin among the multitude to 
encourage him, which bid him finish what be was about, and take 
tjie opportunity that providence alhudcd: and that Cherea at 
'rst suspected that some one of the conspirators had betrayed 
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him, ami he was caught, but at length perceived that it was by 
way of exliortation. Whether somebody,* that was conscious 
of what he was about, gave a signal for his encouragement, or 
wliether it were God himself, who looks upon the actions of 
men, that encouraged liim to go on boklly in liis design is 
certain. The plot was now communicated to a great manv, and 
they were all in their armour; some of the conspirators beiim- 
senators, and some ol* the equestrian order, and as many of the 
soldiery as were made aetjuainted with it, I’or there was not one 
of them who would not reckon it a j)art of his hapjnness to 1 
Cains, and on that account they were all very zealous in the af- 
fair by what means soever any one could come at it, that he 
might not be behiiulhand in these virtuous designs, but iih<rjit 
be ready with all his alacrity or power, both by words and ac- 
tions, to complete this slaughter of a tyrant. And besidt‘s these 
Callistus also, who was a freed man of Cains, and was the only 
man that had arrived at the greatest degree ot* power under him'; 
such a power, indeed, as was in a manin r ecjual to the power ()f 
the tyrant himself, by the dread that all men had of him, and by 
the great riches he had ac(juired ; for he took bribes most phi;, 
teously, and committed injuries without bounds, and was more ex- 
travagant in the use of his power in unjust proceedings than niiy 
other; he also knew the disposition of Cains to be implacable, 
and never to be turned iVom what lu; had resolved on. IJejiad 
witlial many other ri'asons why he thought himself in (latii^u, 
and the vastne.ss of his wealth was not one ol the least ol llaiii: 
on which account he privately ingratiated himself w ith Claiidiii?, 
and transferred his courtship to him, out of this ho})e, lliat in 
case, u]K)ii the removal of Cains, the gove rnment should cm 
to him, his interest in such changi‘S should lay a foumlali( n 1 
his j)rescrving his dignity uiuier him, since he laid in l)el()n liainl 
a stock of merit, and did Clautlius good ollices in his ))ronu)li<) 
He had also the boldne.'^s to pretend, that he had been persiimia! 
to make away C-laudins, by poisoning liim, but bad still invciiial 
ten thousand excuses for delaying to do it. Ihit it se'cnis pv- 
bable to me, tliat Callistus only eounleiil-ited this, in order 
ingratiate himself with Claudius, lor if ('aius hatl been in oH' 
nest resolved to ta]:e olf C laudins, he would not hav(^ adn-ira'l 
of Callistus’ ex( Use nor wouUl ( alh'-tus, if Ihj heal hi'( n o’|' 
joined to do such an act as was desired l)y C'ains, have }:iii ii'i*) 
nor, if he had discfoeyed liaise injunctions of his master, h;:d 

escaped imjjicdiate j)unis!ira'nt : wi)ile ('laudius was ju’esuveo 

• J'.’st Mjrh n voles , as v.h, is u !; rrsl to lio, caiiu*, atul from an uiikiio'Oi *'■ 
also, to tta* famous Uolyi arp, as Ik- was *in;^ to mailN liiia 

man,’* as tiie church of Smy/na ais.ititc:* »i.s in thtir uccounts of that Ini’ 

>cct. 0 , 
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jVoni the madness of Cuius by a ceiluin divine providence, and 
Ciillistiis pretended to such a])ieceof merit as he no way deserved. 

1 1 . However, the execution of Clieroa’s designs was put off 
iVoin day to day, by the slotli of many thereiji concerned ; for as 
to Cherea liiinself, he would not willingly make any delay in 
ihiit execution, thinking every time, a fit time for it ; for fre- 
qijoiit opfiortunities oflered themselves ; as when Cains went up 
to the capitol to sacrifice for his daughter, or when he stood 
upon his royal palace, and threw gold and silver ^lieces of money 
among the people, he might be pushed down headlong, because 
tlio top of the palace, that looks towards the market-place, was 
v( ry higli ; and also when he celebrated the mysteries, which he 
liiui appointed at that time ; for he was then no way secluded 
from the jieople, but solicitous to do every thing carefully and 
(li'cently, and was free from all suspicion that he should be then 
assaulteil by any body; and altiunigh the gods should afford him 
no divine assistance to enable him to take away his life, yet had 
lit! stiength himself siillicient to despatcli (’aiiis, even without a 
sword : 'riiiis was Cherea angry at his lellow-consjiirators, for 
Icar they should suller a proper opportunity to pass by ; and they 
were tlumiselves sensibhj that he had just cause to be angry at 
tliL'in, and that bis eagcaaiess was for bis advantage ; yet did tliey 
desire he would have a little longer patience, lest, upon any dis- 
iippointnuMit llu'V might meet with, they should put the city in- 
to disordiM', and an inijuisition should be made after the con- 
spiracy, and should render the coinage of those that were to al- 
tick Cains without success, while he would then secure liimself 
mori! carefully than ever against them ; that it would therefore 
he the In st to set about tlic work when the shows were exhibited 
ill the palace. 'I hese shows were acted in honour of that 
C’lesar who first of all changed the popular government, and 
transferred It tt) himscll ; galleries luang fixed before the palace, 
\vhere the Homans that were Patricians became spectators, to- 
gether with their cbildreii and their wives, and Cmsar himseVr 
Was to be also a spectator ; and they reckoned, among tliosc 
nuiny ten thousands, who would there be crowded into a nar- 
row compass, they should have favourable opportunity to make 
their attemp.t upon him as he came in ; because bis guards that 
should jirotect him, if any i)f them should have a mind to do it, 
"ouhl not liere lie able to give liim any assistance. 

l*^. Cherea constaittal to this delay, and when the sliows wore 
exhibited, it was resolved to do the work the first day. But for- 
which allowed a farther di'lay to his slaughter, was too 

* Ilo.v Josephus supposes tluil it was Augustus and Julius ('*rsar, who first 
{|u* llouian I'oniinoiuvealth into a mouarthy ; tor tliewe shows wen^ ru 
'“iiDiii *,f Augustus, :is we shall learn i.» flu* next section but one. 

'Ui,. UI. O 
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hard for Uieir forci(oing resolutions, and, as three days of tlio 
regular times for these shows w^ere now over they had much ado 
to get the biisiiuss done on tlie last day. "J’hen Cherea called 
the conspirators together, and s})oke tlnis to them : “ 8o mucli 
time passed away without efiect is a reproach to us, as delay- 
ing to go through such a virtuous design as we jire engaged in ; 
“ but more fatal will this delay ])rove, if we be discovered aiul 
‘‘ the design be frustrated ; for Cuius w ill then become more cruel 
‘‘ in his unjust proceedings. Do not we see how long we de- 
“ prive all our friends of their liberty, and give Cuius leave still 
‘‘ to tyrannize over them ! while we ought to l)ave procured 
them security lor the future, and l)y laying a foundation loi 
the ha])j)iness of others, gain to ourselves great admiration and 
“ honour for all time to come.’’ Now, while the conspirators 
had nothing tolerable to say by wuy of contradiction, and yt‘t did 
not quite relish what tluw were doing, but stood silent and asto- 
nished, he said farther, "" O my brave comrade's ! why do wo 
make >uch delays ? I)t> not you see that this is the last dav of 
these shows, and that Cains is about to go to sea ? l()r he is 
preparing to sail to Ale xandria, in ordi'r to see JOgypt. Is it 
“ therefore for your honour to h*t a man go out ol‘ your hand'j 
who is a reproach to mankind, and to permit him to go al’tor 
a pompous manner, triumphing both at land and sea ? shall 
not we be justly ashamed of omselves, if we give leave (o 
some Egyptian or other, who shall think his injuries insullhr- 
able to freemen, to kill him? As i()r myself, I will no loiigci- 
‘‘ bear your slow' proceedings, but w ill expose myself to the d;m- 
gers of the (ailerprlse this vei*y day, and bear elieerl'ullv w liat- 
soever shall bo tin; eoiisecjiienei* of the atttanpt ; nor, let tin in 
“ be ever so great will I put them t)irany longer: lor. to a wisn 
and courageous man, what can be inort! miserable, than that, 
‘‘ while I am alive, any one else should kill Cains, mid deprive 
‘‘ me of the honour of so virtuous an aiition.’’ 

13. When Cherea had spoken thus, Ik* zealously set about the 
work, and inspired eourage into tin* re.st to go on with it, and 
they were all eager, to liill to it without I'arllier delay. So In* 
Was at the palace in the iiioniiiig, w ith his i*(juestrian sword girt 
tin liirn ; lor it was the custom that the trihuues should ask (er 
the watch-word with their swords on, and this was the day uii 
which Cherea was, by custoi:-, to receive the watch-word; anti 
the multitude were already come to the jialaee, to he soon 
enough for seeing the show^, ant* that in great crowds, and one 
lumulluously crushing aiiolher, vihihr (’aius was (h'lighted witn 
this eagerness of the multitude ; lor w hich reason then* was no 
order observed in the seating men, nor was any jieculiai* place 
•ippoinied for the senators, or for the equestrian order; hut 
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they sat at raiuloin, men and women together, and tree men were 
mixed with the slaves. 8o ("ains came out in a solemn manner, 
and offered sacrifice to Augustus Cmsar, in whose honour in- 
deed these shows were celebrated. Now it happened, upon the 
iiill ol a certain priest, that the garment ofAsprenas, a senator, 
was Idled with blood, which made Cains laugh, althougli this 
vnis an evident omen to Asprenas, l()r he was slain at the same 
time with Cains. It is also related, that Cains was that day, 
contrary to his usual custom, so very affable and good-natured 
in his conversation, that every one of those that were })resent 
were astonished at it. After the sacrifice was over, Cains be- 
took himself to see the shows, and sat down for that purpose, as 
did also the principal of his iVicnds sit near him. Now the parts 
of the theatre were so fastened together, as it used to be every 
year, in the manner following: It had two doors, the one door 
led to the <.)peii air, the other was for going into, or going out 
of the cloisters, that those within the theatre might not be there- 
by ilisturbetl ; but out of one gallery there was an inward pas- 
.,age, })artly into jiartitions also, which led into another gallery, 
to give room to the combatants, and to the musician to go 
out as occasion served. When the multitude were set down, 
and Chcrea, with the otlu-r tribunes were set down also, and 
the right corner of (he theatre w'as allotted to Cmsar, one Va- 
tiiiiiis, a senator, commander of the pretorian band, asked of 
Chivius, onelliat sat by him, and was ofconsnlar dignity also, 
Whether he had heard any thing of news or not ?” but took 
care that nobody should hear what In; said; and when Cduvius 
rcjilied, That he had heard no iiiiws,” Know' tlien,” said 
Valinius, that the game of the slaiigliter ol’ tyrants is to be 
played this day.” Ihit Cduvins replietl, "" O brave comrade ! 

“ hold thy peace, lest some other of the Achiaiis hear thy 
“ tale.” And, as there w'as abinulanee of aiUinnnal fruit 
thrown among tin; spectators, and a great number of birds, that 
were of gi\‘at value' to such as possessed tluan, on account of 
their raieness, Cains was pleased with tlie birds lighting for 
the Iruits, and with the violence whcrewitii the spectators seized 
upon them ; and here he j)ercH*ive‘d two ]n'odigies that happened 
there; lor an actor was introduced, bv whom a leader ot rob- 
bers was erueilied, and tlu^ ])ante)mine brought in a }>lay called 
f-hiiyras, wherein lie himst If was to be slain, as well ns his 
<luugh(cr Aiyrrha, and when*in a great deal of fietitioiis blood 
shed, lioth about him tliat was criu*ifii‘d, and also about 

ilay where- 
s, who was 

^ the theatre. 

And iiuvv Cains was in a doubt ^vht:lher In should tarry' to the 


y iuyras. It is also confessed, that tliis was the sanu 
IhiUbiniias, a friend of Philij). the son of Amynti 
Kuig ol jVIaccdoni.M. slew liim- ns he was enlerine’ into 
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end of the shows, because it was the last day? or whetlier he 
should not go first to the bath, and to dinner, and then return 
and sit down as before. Hereupon Miniicianus, who sat over 
Caius, and was afraid that the opportunity should liiil them, not 
lip, because he saw Cherea was alreatly gone out, and made 
haste out, to confirm him in his resolution ; but Caius took hold 
of his garment, in a.n obliging way, and said to him, O brave 

man ! whither art thou going \Vhereu})on, out of reverence 
to Caesar, as it seemed, he sat down again ; but his fear prevail- 
ed over him, and in a little time lie got u}) again, and tlu n 
Caius did no way ojipose his going out, as thinking that he went 
out to perform some necessities of nature. And Asprenas, who 
was one of the confederates, persuaded Caius to go out to the 
bath, and to dinner, and then to come again, as desirous that 
what had been resolved on might be brought to a conclusion 
immediately. 

ll*. So Cherea’s associates placed themselves in order, as tlie 
time would permit them, and they were obliged to Itihoiir hard, 
that the place which was appointed ihern should not be left hv 
them; but they liad an indignation at the tediousness ofllu? di- 
lays, and that what they were about should be put olfany longer, 
for it w'as already about the nintlr hour of the tlay, ami Cheica, 
upon Caius^ tarrying so long, had a great mind to go in, and 
fall upon him in his seat, although he foresaw that thi^ could 
not be done without much bloodshed, botli of tlui scaiatoi’s, and 
of those of the eqiK'striaii order that were jne.seiit ; and althougli 
he knew this must iiap])en, yet liad he a great mind to do 
as thinking it a right thing to procure security and freedom to 
all, at the expense of such as might perish at the same time. 
And as they were just going back into the entrance to tlic 
theatre, word was brought them that Caius was arisen, wlu n- 
by a tumult was made; hereupon tlu^ conspirators thrti.st auav 
the crowd, uiuler pretence as if Cains was angrv at them, hut 
in reality as desirous to have a (juiet place, that should liaw 
none in it to defend him, while they set aliout Cains' slaughkr. 
Now Claudius, his uncle, was gone out before, and Marcus 
Vinitius, his sister's husband, as also Valmiiis of Asia; wIkmii, 
though they had such a mind li) pul out of their jilaces, the re- 
verence to their dignity himlcrcvl them so to do; then l()ilowc(l 
Caius, with Paulus Arruntius; ami because Cains was now got- 
ten within the palace, he left thedirc’Ct road, along winch tliow 
his servants sto<ul that were in Widiing, ami by which road ( lun- 

• Suf'toniiii says Caius slain r»l>out th** M-wiUh liour of the* (iayi Jo 

iboiit Uu iiiiaii. rii'' of -Uv. u.irratioii I'avuui-i Jo^ojihus, 
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(liiis had gone out before, Cains turned aside into a private narrow 
passage, in order to go to the place for bathing, as also in order 
to take a view of the boys that came out of Asia, who were sent 
tlu iiee, partly to sing hymns in these mysteries, which were now 
(^•clebrated, and j)artly to dance in tlie pyric way of dancing 
upon the theatre. 8o Cherea met him, and asked him for the 
watch-word; ii})on Cains’ giving him one ot* his ridiculous 
words lie immediately reproached him, and drew his sword, and 
„ave him a terrible stroke with it, yvX was not this stroke mor- 
tal. Ai^d although there be those that say, it was so contrived 
(III purpose by Clierea, that Cains should not be killed at one 
[)1()W, but should be punished more severely by a multitude of 
woiiuds, yet does this story appear to me incredible ; because 
the lour men are under in such actions does not allow them to 
use their reason. And il‘ Cherea was of that mind, I esteem him 
the irreatest of all fools, in pleasing himself in his spite against 
Cains, rather than iinnuuliately procuring safety to himself and 
to his coni‘ed(‘rates from the dangers they were in; because there 
iniiilit many things still hap|)en for helping Cains’ escape, if he 
hail not aheady given up the ghost; lor certainly C'herea would 
have regard, not so much to tlu‘ punishment oi' Cains, as to the 
iillliction himself and his friends were in, wdiile it was in his 
t)ouei‘, after such succtvss, to keep silent, and to escape the wrath 
I !* Cains’ defender'^, and not to leave it to uncertainty whether he 
should gain the end he aimed at or not, and after an unreasonable 
manner to act as if he hail a mind to ruin himself, and lose the 
()p})()rlimit V tliat lay before him; but every body may guess as 
Ik* pleases about this matter. 1 h)wever, Caius Avas staggered 
Aviili the pain that blow gave him; lor the stroke of the sword 
falling ii^ the middle, between the shoulder and the neck, was hin- 
dered by the first bone of the breast from proceeding any farther. 
Nor did liu either erv out, in such astonishment was he, nor did ho 
i'all out for any of his friends ; A\hether it were that he had no 
roiifldeiictt in them, or that his mind was otherwise disordered, 
hut lie groaned under the pain he endured, and presently w<*nt 
lurward ami iK-d ; when C'oriielius Sabinus, who was already 
prepared in mind so to do, thrust him down u[)()n his knt'O, 
^diere many of them stood n)mi<l about him, and struck him with 
dkir s\v(uxls, and thev crii‘d out, ami eneonraged one another all 
‘It once to strikt^ him again ; but all agree that A(]uila gava* him 
^i^’i'^hing Strok*', which directly killed him. But one may 
ascribe this act to C'lierca, for although many conenrn'd in 
J ‘Is act iisell, yi‘t was he the first contriver ol* it, and began long 
all ilu* ri'st to prepare for it, atid was the first man that 
s[K)ke of it to the. rest; ami iipon tlnir admisfum of wliat 
"^iud <ii)oiit it: he gi't the di-persed ctm^piiatois together ; be 
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prepared every tliincf after a prudent nianncr, and by sii^geslijur 
good advice, showed himself far superior to the rest, and made 
obliging speeches to them, ipsomuch that he even coin])elled than 
all to go on, who otherwise had not courage enough lor that 
purpose ; and when opportunity served to use his sword in hand, 
he apj>eared first of all ready so to do, and gave the first blo^y 
in this virtuous slaughter; he also brought Cains (‘asily intoila. 
power of die rest, and almost killed him himself, insomuch that 
it is but just to ascribe all that the rest did to the advice, ainj 
bravery, and labours, of the hands of Cherea. 

15. Thus did Cains come to his end, and lay dead, by the 
many wounds which had been given him. Now Cherea and 
liis associates, upon Cains’ slaughter, saw that it w'as impossible 
for them to save themselves, if they shoukl all go the same 
way, partly on account of the asUinishmcnt they were uiukr; 
for it was no small danger they had incurred by killing an ciu- 
pert)!*, who was honoured and loved by the madness of the 
people, especially when the soldiers were likely to make a bloody 
inejuiry after his murderers. The passages also were narrow 
wlieroin the work was doiu*, which werii also crowded with a 
great multitude of Cains’ attendants, and of such of the soldit is 
as were of the emperor’s guard that day : wluiice it was that 
they went by other ways, and came to the house of (Iciiinmi* 
cus, the father of Cains, whom they had now killed, (whidi 
liouse adjoined to the palace ; for v hile the ediliee was one, it 
was built in its several parts by those j)artieular persons \\lij 
liad been emperors, and those parts bore the naim s of those that 
built them, or tlie name of him who had begun to build any 
its parts.) So ibcv got away from the insults oft be inulliludL*, 
and then were for tlie ])resent out of danger, that is, so long as 
tile misfoi tiine which had overtaken the emperor was not kiu)Wii. 
^J’lie (jciiiians were the first that perceived that C dins was slain. 
These (lermaiis were Cains’ guard, and eari ied the name ol the 
country whence they were chosen, and e()m))()sed the C’ellic le- 
gion. The men of that country are naturally passionate, Nvhiili 
is commonly the tempeu* of some otlnu’ of the barbarous nations 
alsx), as not being usi d to consider inueh about what they da; 
they ani of robust bodies, and iidl upon tludr enemie s as soon as 
ever tliev are attacked by them ; and which way soever tliev ga, 
they perforin great exjiloiis. When, iherelbre, these (Icrinan 
guards undei stood that C'aius was slain, tliey were* very soin 
for it, bejcanse they ditl uoi use tlieir reason in judging about 

public afhiirs, Imt measured aM by (Ik‘ advaiilagevs themselves k- 

ceived, Cains btdng in*)oved by them, because oi the moiuy 
gave tlicm, by which lie had purchased their kindness 
no they drew tin ir swords, and S^binus led them oil. 1^^ 



ANTIOUITIKS OF THE JEWS. 


125 


oiic of the tribunes, not by the means of the virtuous actions of 
jjis prog'‘‘«'ifors, for he liad been a gladiator, but he had obtained 
that po^t ii> the army by his having a robust body. So these 
Gerinans nit:’'jhed along the houses in (|uest of Cavsar’s murder- 
tis, Asprenas to pieces, because he was the first man 

tlioy feh upon, and wliose garment it was that the blood of the 
jj.icri(ice stained, as I have said already, and which foretold that 
his meeting the soldiers would not be for his good. Then 
•(lid Norbanus meet them, who was one of the principal nobility 
U)Ftlie city, and could show many generals of armies among his 
but they i)aid no regard to his dignity; yet was lie of 
^siK'h great strength, that he wrested tlie sword of the first of 
ithosc that assaulted him out of his hands, and ajipcared jdaiiily 
pilot to be willing to dii* without a struggle lor his life*, until lie 
|\v;i< surrounded by a great number of assailants, and died by 
itlie iiiultitude of the wounds which they gave him. The third 
Iruin was Anteius, a senator, and a lew others with him. lie 
Idid not nuH‘t with th(?se (Germans by chance, as the rest did be- 
^d(>iv, but came to show his haired to Cains, and because he loved 
) ,00 Cains lie (lead witli his own eyes, and took a pleasure in 
Kit sight, for Cains had banished Antcins’ i’allu'r who was of 
10 , same name with himseli', and, being not salisli(‘d with that, 

L' soiit out liis soldiers, and slew him : so he was come to rejoice 
i liio sight of him, now he was dead. Ihit as the lioiisc was 
ow all in a tumult, wlu*n he was aiming to hide himself, he 
oiild not escape tliat accurate search wliich the Cfennans made, 
liile they barbarously slew those tliat were guilty, and those 
iial were not guilty, and this eapially also. And thus were 
lu'^e [three] persons slain. 

Id. Ihit when the niniour tliat Cains was slain reached tlie 
bratre, they wen* astonished at it, and could not beru. ve it; 
vi’ii some that entertained his destruction with great pleasure, 
nd were more desirous of its hajipening than almost any other 
iuislaetion that could ('oine to tiiem, were under such a fear, 
kit they could not believe it. There were also those who 
[uiUly distrusted it, because they were unwilling that any such 
bing should come to Chiiiis, nor coiihl believe it, ihoiigli it were 
■'^i' so true, lKv;aiise tlu'v thought no man could possibly have 
<^iniich power as to kill Caiu<. 'I'hese were the women, and 
kr elilldreu, and the slaves, and some of du* scddicry. This last 
l^^itliiul taken his pay, and in a manner tyrannizi cl with liim, 
M iiiid abused the best of his citizens, in being subservient to 
P iinjust coinmands, in order to gain honours and ailvantages 
r ; but for the women, and the youth, they had 

Nu inveigled with shows, and tlie fightings of the gladiators, 
piiucerta* ! w’Eu'E tEimrc 
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ill pretence were desiiijnecl for the pleiisinj^ of the multitude, bi 
in reality to satiate the barbarous cruelty and madness of Caiu! 
The slaves also were soriy, because they were by Cains allow^., 
to accuse, and to despise their masters, and they could luiy 
recourse to his assistance, when they had unjustly affronti., 
them ; for lie was very easy in believing them against thei 
masters, even when they accused them 1‘alsely; and, il* il,f 
would discover what money their masters liad, they miglit s( 
obtain both riches and liberty, as the rewards of their aecijsn 
tions, because the reward of these informers was the eioh 
^ part of the criminars sulistance. As to tlie nobles, altliDutrj 
the rejiort appeared credible to some of them, either hecaiist 
they knew of the ))lot beforchaiul, or because they wished ii 
might bo true : however, they concealed not only the jov 
had at tlie relation of it, but that they had lieard any thing at 
all about it. These last acttal so out of the lear they iiad, that if 
the report proved false, they should be })imished, for having sq 
soon let men know their minds. Jhit those that knew Cains 
was dead, because they were partners with tin* conspirato 
tiicy concealed all still more eaiitionsly, as not knowing one aiiu- 
ther’s minds; ami fearing lest they should speak of it to souk 
of those to whom the eontinuance of tyranny was advantageous: 
and, if Cains should prove to he alive, tiny might he inlbniuj 
against, and jniiiished. And anotlua- report went about, lliatai- 
though Chains had been wounded indeed, yi‘t was not lie iloail 
but alive still, and under the physician’s hands. Nor was iiii; i 
one looked u}H)n by another, as faithtul enough to he 
and to whom any one would open liis mind; liir he was eilliu 
a friend to ( -aius, and tlierelbre suspected to llivour his t\ laimv. 
or lie was one that hated him, who iherelore niiglit h(.‘ si^jxd- 
ed to deserve the less credit, heeanse of his ill-will to lum. 
Nay, H. was said by some, {an<i this indeed it was fliat (hprlviJ 
the nobility of their hojies, and mach; them sad,) that Caius 
was in a condition to desjiir.e the dangers he.* liad been in, aiiJ 

took no care ot healing his wounds, hut was gotten awayinia 

the market-place, and, bloody as he wiis, was making a 
rangiie to the peojile. And tliese were the conjectural 
ol’ those that weie so unre isonahle as to endeavour to laK 
tumults, which they turned diflenait ways, according to 
opinions of the hearers. Vet did they not lt*ave their seals, I*’**! 
fear of being accused, if tiny should go out ht'fore tkc 
for they should not be sentenced according to the real iiUeiiti^^J^ 

* 'Ihe reward ; proposed hy the Kornati laws to informers, was soinetiint’s^^^yj^ 
pan (if the criminars good/:, as here, and sometimes a fourth part, as Spanlniin 
us, from Suetonius and I'acitus. 
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witli which they went out, but according to the supposals of the 
jiccuscrs, and of the judges. 

17. ]Jut now :i multitude of Germans had surrounded the 
tlioiiU’c, with their swords drawn; all tlie spectators looked for 
iiotliing but death, and at every one’s coming in a fear seized 
jj)Oii tlicin, as if they were to be cut in pieces immediately; and 
a great distress tliey were, as neither having courage enough to 
vaunt of the theatre, noi- believing themselves safe from dangers 
I’they tarried there. And when the Germans came upon them, 
be cry was so great, that the theatre rang; again with tlie entrea- 
ios of tlie spectators to the soldiers : ])leading that they were en- 
irely ignorant of every thing that related to such seditious con- 
I’ivjinces, and that if there were any sedition raised, they knew 
lotliing of it ; they thereliire begged that they would spare them, 
iiul nut punish those that liad not the least liand iti sucli bold 
LTiines as belonged to other jiersons, while they neglected to 
joareh alter such as had really done whatsoever it be that hath 
jL'CiJ tlone. 'I’hiis did these peojile appeal to God, and deplore 
jiL'ir infelicity w itii shedding of tears, and beating their laces, 
aid said evciy thing that the most imminent danger, and the iit- 
1111)4 concern for their lives, could dictate to them. This broke 
llie fury ol' the soldie rs, ami made them re))ent of what tlicy 
iiiiinlcd to do to the sj)eelators, whieh would have been the 
L,ieatc>t iiiNtaiiee of eiuelly. And so it appeared to even tliese 
ravage^, when the.'y had (>m*e lixed the heads of those that were 
slain with Asnrenas upon the altar ; at which sight the s]K.*cta- 
tors wen* sore iy alllicte il, botli upon tlu‘ consideration olTIie tlig- 
iiilv ()1 the j)er-e>ns, and out of a commiseration of their siif- 
briiigs; laiy, inch ed, they were almost in as great disordez at 
tile ])i() j'uei of the danger themselves were in, seeing it was still 
iiiu’cilain wlietlier they should entirely esca])e the like calamity. 
AVdieiice.’ it was, that such as thoroughly and justly Imted Cains, 
could yet lie) wav enj(»v the pleasure* of his death, because they 
Were theiiiselves in je‘e)j)ardy of perishing togollier with him, 
iior liad they hithei'to anv linn assiiraiico of surviving. 

bS. Tluav was at this lime, e)nc Kuaristiis Arruntius, a pub- 
lic crier in the market, and therefore of a strong and audible 
Voice, who vied in wealth with tlie* riehest of the Unmans, and 
able to dei'wliat lie ple'ase‘el in the city, both then aiiel after- 
'vnrd. 'J'his iniin put hiinsell’ into tlie most numrnful liahit lie.* 
^^idd, altliongJi he had a greale*!’ hatred against ('ani'^ than any 
else, his lear and bis wise cemtrivame le) gam iiis salely 
J'Uiglit him se^ to do, und prt*vailed eivcr his ])re ,-eiit j Icasure* : so 
on such a inoiirnfid dress as be wenilel have elone had he 
Ids cbjarest friends in llic world ; this man came into the llica- 

lit. R 
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tre, and iidorincd them ot tlie dcatli of Cains, and by this means 
put an end to that state of ignorance the men liad been in. 7\r. 
runtius also went round about tlie }>illars, and called out to tin- 
Germans, as did the tribunes with him, biddiiio- them })ut 
iheir swords, and telling- them that Cains was dead. And t 
])roelamatioii it was, }>lainly, wliieh savetl those that were colleen 
ed togetlier in the tiieatre, and all the rest who any way met d].. 
Germans; lor, while they had ho[)es that Cains liad still niiy 
breath in him, they abstaiiu'd from no soi t of misehiel*; and smjj 
an abiiiulant kindness they still had ll>r (/ains, that they W{’iil( 
willingly have ])revented the ])iot against hiin, and procured lij^ 
escape from so sad a misfortune, at tiu* expense ol tlnir ov.n 
lives. But they now kll oil’ the warm zeal tlu y hail to })iiiiis]i 
his enemies, now they \vere fully satisliid that Cains was (k^nl, 
because it wils now in vain for them to show their zeal and kijid- 
ness to him, whiai he that should rmvard them was })i rislu(l. 
Iliey were also alraid that tlnw should he punished hy tIu 
senate, if they should go on in doing such injuries, that is, in cihe 
the authority of the su})reme governor shoidd revi'rt to tlici;!. 
And thus at length a stop was j)uU though not without dillicnJrr, 
to that rage which possessed the Germans on account of (uiiih’ 
death. 

19. But Cdierea was so much alraid I’or Armuciiinus K'-a 
should light i!])on the ( h‘rmans, novr they were in their iiirv, 
that he w'ent and spoke to everyone of the soldiers, and 
tlieiii to take eare of liis pre.->ervalIon, and made* him;M'lf gri at in- 
quiry about him, le-t he slionld have been slain. And lin* ( h- 
inent, he let ^Minneianns go Vvht*n he* wa.s brought to him. ;iiul, 
with many other of the s.- iaitots, ailiniu'd the ai tii)n was riylii, 
and eonmiended the virtue ot iho^e that contrived, and IkuI 
courage enough to execute it ; ami said that tyrants do iaihiil 
please llitunselves ami look big for a. while, upon having the 
*• power to act uniustly ; l)ut do not how ever go haj)})ily on! ol 
the w'orld, beeause they are hated by t.he viituous: and tli;il 
Caius, together with all his uidnippim ss, was becouu' a reii- 
s})irator ag iiii'^t hiiuselli btd'ore these other men who attark'd 
him did "o ; ami by beeomijig intolerable, in setting asidr tin’ 
w'iso provision the law> liad inadi*, taught his dearest 
‘‘ to treat him as :ui enemv ; iiisoimich, that although in 
moil cliscmurse these ( onspiiators were those that sliw ( 
yet that, in realitv, he lies now' dead, as perishing bv his o'vn 

kdf.’^ 

20. Now^ by this time the people in the tluaitre were m'ben 
from their seats, ami tho^e that were within made a viuy 
disturbance; the cause of which wa-i this, that the spectator 
were too lia^ty in getting away. O’hcre was also one Akyunj 
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piiysiciaii? vvlio liiirr‘K*d away, as il‘ to cure those that were wouiid- 
L‘(l, and, uuder tliat pretence, ho sent those that were with liini ta 
1‘ctcli what til inn's were necessary for the healing of those woiiiul- 
jxM'.sons, l)ut in reality to get them cl(‘ar of the present dan- 
gci’s they were in. Now the senate, during this interval, liad 
met, and the people also assembled together in the accustomed 
I’orjii, and were both employed in st arching after the murderers 
of Cains. The peo])Ie did it very zealously, but the senate in aj)- 
pcaraiice only : l()r there was jiresent Valerius of Asia, one that 
liml been consul ; this man went to the people, as they were in 
disorder, and very uneasy that they could not yet discover who 
they were that mur(h*red the emjieror : he was then earnestly 
askml by them all W ho it was that luul doiui it 1 lo leplied, 

I wish J liad been the man.’' 'I'he consuls'" aUo published an 
edict wherein they ac('iised Cains, and gave order lo the j)co])le 
tlicM got togeth(‘r, and to the soldiers, to go home ; and gave the 
people hope's ol the abat(mient of the oppressions tlu-y lay under 
iiiid proini.^eil the soldiers, if they lay (julet as they used to do, 
ami would not go abioatl to do misehiel’ unjustly, that they 
would bestow rt.'wards n{)on them ; lor there was leason to fear 
1( ilu‘ city might sulh-r harm bv llieir wild iind ungovernable 
Inlijvioni’, it they should onee betake tluauselves to spoil the 
clii/i iis, or phmdc'r tin; tem})k‘s. And now tiu‘ wliole miillitnde 
the senators were assembled tiygrlher, and especially those that 
had conspired lo tadvo away the lile of ('ains, who )nit on at this 
tiiue an an* o! great assnranee, aiul appeared with great magna- 
niinitv, ii ; if llu‘ adiiiinistratiou of the [inblic allairs were already 
devolved uj)OJi them. 

C IIAP. II. 

Ific si'.ih/fors drtmnincil to restore the (Jcmocranj ; but the 
soldirrs x<rrr fur prrserriit^j, the monarchic Conctrniio^ the 
shii/L^hti'r of Calm' Xi'ljc and danp^^htcr, A cha?actcr of Cuius 
^nunds. 

i 1- W JIEN the ])nblic atiairs were in this posture, Claudius 
tin; sudden hurried away out of his house: lor the 
^^‘^Idiers hail a meeting togedier, and when they had ilebat- 
‘-'d about what was to be done, lliey saw that a democracy 
v.as incapable of managing such a vast weight oi pid>lic allairs; 
and it it should be set ii|>, it would not be ti>r tluir advan- 
and in case any mie of tliose already in the governmeut 

St ^ in llic Wnrs of ih • Jews It. It. tli. si. 1. Seutius 

and Poiiiponius Socuiidii';, ns Spanlu*iin notes ’icre. 'llic speech of line 
“an of 'hem is set down in tiitf nait chapter, ^tct. 2 
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should obtnin the supreme power, it would in all respects be to 
tlieir grief, iftliey were not assisting to him in tliis advancement: 
that it would therefore be right for them, while the ])ublie nil 
fairs were unsettled, lo choose Claudius emperor, who wasiuuii. 
to tlie tleceased Cains, mul of a superior dignity and worth to 
every one of those that were assembled together in the senali'^ 
both on account of the virtues of his ancestors, and of tlie leai is 
ing he had acejuired by his educatii)n, and who, if once settled \\\ 
the empire, would reward them according to their ileserts, aivj 
bestow largesses upon tluan. Tliese were their consullatieu^^ 
and they executed the same immediaU ly. Claudius was tha iv. 
fore seized upon suddenly by the soldiery. Hut Chieas Seiifiu^ 
Saturninus, although he understood that C’laudius was sei/.d, 
and that he intended to claim the government, unwillingly h;. 
deed in a])pearance‘, but in reality by his own tree consent, sloiH 
up in the senate, aiul without being diunayc'd, made an exfor- 
tatory oration t(j thenu and such a one. indeetl as was lit for iiiui 
of freedom aiul generosity, and spa>ke thus; 

2. ‘•Although it he a thing incredible, () Kornans ! bev’ainr 
“ of the great length ot' tiiCie, that so ina xpeclul an event liatli 
“ hapjiened, yr:tar(i we now in las- -e- aen i-i’ liberty. J low hue' 
“ indeed this w ill hi^t is uneeitaiin and lies ;ii t he di-^poNiil ol ih; 
“ gods, w hose grant it is : yet s'.u h it as is snifu ieiit to inako 
“ us rejoice, and be happy foi* tlie oi-eseiil, all hough wc' mav >< >11 
“ be de})iavt‘(l of it : lor oiu' hour is snliieieiit to thos(‘ that .n ' 
“ exercised in virtue, wherein v.e may livi‘ with a mind aeeeiiiii- 
“ able to ourselves, in our own eouiUry, now h’ee. and goveiiiol 
“ l)V' sneli jaws as this eountrv onee llomi li' d iindiax As in; 
“ mysuili I cannot rennaiiber onr lorn nr time ol libeiiy, ;;s 
“ being bom after it was gone: but. I aui bi vond niea'-iin lilio! 
“ with jeyv at the tlionghts <>1 onr jiie'eiit Ireedoin. 1 ai n 
“ esteem those that were born aiul bixd np in that onr hat ai 
“ liberty, luijipy men, and that tlios(> nu n are worthy of no 
esteem than the gods lhemseIve'^, who liao- giviii nsata-trrl 
“ it in this age; and 1 heartily ui-h, th.it this (piiet 1 njoyiiu iil ' 1 
“ it, which we ha\e at iiixs-renl, might eoiuiniu* to all ag( >. 1 1( v*- 

“ ever, this singh; day may siiiiiee hu* onr youth, ;is wi ll a> f'>‘ 
“ us that are in year". It ^vill seem an .‘igt; lo our old im n, il 
“ they might die during ii- happy duration; it may alu) he Ivr 
“ the instruction of the younger sort, what kind of virtue tli‘|"*-' 

“ men, from whose loin-, wt; me derived, were exereiseh n’* 

“ As l(>r ourselves, our l)U'.iinss is, during the .-paia^ ol tiuu-, 1^' 

“ live virtuously, tlian v. liieh nothing can be more* lo o«ii‘ 

“ vanttige ; vvliieh 4’<nnne of virtue il is alone tliat can pre.wno 
“ our liberty; for, as to our aiieieiit state, 1 have heard ol il 
“ the rolotion of others, but as to our later state, during m}' 
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I have known it by experience, and learned thereby 
wliat inisehiels tyrannies have br()ii.(rht upon tliis coininou- 
wealth, diseoin aging all virtue, and depriving })ersons of niag- 
iiaiiiiidty oi their lil)erly, and })roving tlie teachers of flattery 
u jind slavish fear, because itiiaives: the. })ublic adininistralion not 
vi to be governed by wise laws, l)iit by tli(i limiujur of those that 
oovta n. For since Julius Ciesar took it into his liead to divjsolve 
our democracy, and, by overbearing the regular system of our 
laws, to bring disordcu’s into our aihninistration, and to get 
“ above right and justice, and to be a slave to his own inclina- 
‘‘ tioiis, there is no kind of misi*ry but what hath tended to 
the subversion of this city ; while all those that have sijccaad- 
ed liijii have* striven one with anotlu')* to ovei throw the ancient 
laws of their count J*y, and havi* h ft it destitute of such citizens 
‘•as were v)f generous principles : bec.iuse tl;ey thought it tend- 
cd to their safety to hav(^ \ieious men to convei -.e withal, and 
‘‘ not oidy to l)realv the spirits of tho.^e that Vicn? \)l>{ esteemed 
for llu/ir virtue, but to resolvci upon their niter destruction. 
“ 01 ’ all which ein[)erors, who have been many in number, and 
“ who laid u|)oii us iin'Ull’ei*able hardships during- the times of 
“ their g’overiimeiil, this (’aiim, who hath hi en slain to-da.v, 
“ hath brought more terrible calamities upon us tlaiCi did all 
dll' vest, not oidy by I'xercising his imgoverned rage upon his 
Icllow-eiti/eiH, but al >0 u|)on bis kindred and friend>, and 
alike upon all otluT'^, and bv iullieting st.ill greater miseric s ni:)- 
on tlieiin a' puni.-^hment^, whieh they never deserved, hi* being 
‘dajuallv furious against mein and against the gods. J-'or ty- 
“ rants are not content to gain their sweet pleasure, and this by 
aeting injuriously, and in the. vexation they bring beah upon 
iiieifs estates and their wive's ; but they look upon tha.t to 
‘0)1! their jirincipal advantage, when they can nttr i’ly o\a‘rtl)ri)w 
Mile (.‘iitire. limiilies of their i-iiemies : while all lovers of lib- 
’ erty are the eni'inies of tvranny. Nor can tho'-e that })a- 
‘ tieiuly endure what miseries they l>riiig on iheiin gain their 
Mrieiul^iii}) ; for as thev ari' cor.'^cious of the alunuhint mis- 
* chiefs tliey havi' hj'oughl on ihe'^e men, and how magnani- 
^Miioiisly they iiavi* btune their head fortmies, they cannot 
“but he sensible what evils thev have tlone, and tluiice only 
“depend oil security from what thi*y arc vuspiciims of, if it 
“may ht; in their powi'r to take .lu'ui ijuite out oi the world. 

^'Uice, tiu'u, we iwc now gotten elear of siu ii great misfortunes, 
Muul ariMudy accoimlable to one another, (^whii h i’orm ol go- 
^^vcrnnient albords us the best assurance of our presi'ut eoncord, 
^ jmil promises us the best securitv fr an evil designs, and will 
most for our own glorv in settling llu^ city in good order,) 
}oei uaght every one of you in particular, to make provision 
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for his own, and in pjcneral for the })ublic utility ; or, on the 
contrary, they may declare their dissent to such thiiii^s as 
have been proposed, and this without any hazard of danger to 
come upon them ; because they have now no lord set over 
them, who, without fear of punishment, could do mischief to 
‘‘ the city, and had an uncontrollable |)ower to take off those 
that freely declare their opinions. Nor has any thiiig so 
“ much contributed to this increase of tyranny of late as sloth, 
and a timorous forbearance of contradicting the emperor’s 
‘‘will; while men had an overgreat inclination to the sweet- 
“ ness of peace, and had learned to live like slaves; and as niaav 
“ of us as either heard of intolerable calamititvs that iiap])eiiet{ 
‘‘ at a distance iVom us, or saw the miseri(\s that were near os, 
“ out of the dread of dying virtuously, <aulur('d a death joined 
“ with the utmost infamy. We ought, tlien, in the first place, 
“ to decree the greatest honours we are able to thosci that haw- 
“ taken off the tyrant, especially to Cherea Cassius; for this 
“ one man, with the assistance of the gods, hath by his comiM'l, 
“ and by his actions, been tin; procurer of our libei tv. Nor 
‘‘ ought wc to Ibrgc't him now we have recovered onr liberty, 
‘‘ who, under the foregoing tyranny, look eonnsel beforeliaud, 
‘‘ and beforehand hazarded himself for onr ]il)erlies, but ought 
“ to decree him proper honours, and thereby Ireely deelare, that 
“ he from the beginning acted with onr approbation. And ta r- 
‘‘ tainly it is a very excellent thing, and wliat becomes freeiiKMi, 
“ to requite their beiiefaetor, as this man bath bi'eii a beiu'liic- 
“ tor to us ail, tlioiigli not at all like Cassius ami Brnlus : who 
“ slew Cains Julius [Caesar :] for those men laid the foimdalioiis 
“ of sedition and ci\il war in onr city, but this man, together 
“ with his shiugliter of tin* tyrant, hath set our city free from all 
“ those sad miseries whieli art^se from llu? tyranny.”^ 

3, And this was the ])urport of Seinin'.’ oration, which was 
received with pkasiiie by the senators, and by as many of the 
equestrian order as were present. And now oiu* JVeb(‘lliih 
Maximus ro.^e iqi hastily, and took olf Seiitius’ fingm* a ring, 
which had a stone, with the image ot Cniins engraven iijion it, 
and which, in his zc'al in speaking, and his eariiesliu'^s in tleing* 
what he was about, as it was supposed, lu^ had forgotten to 
take olf himself. This .scul})ture was broken immediately. 
But, as it was now fai’ in tin; niglit, Clierea demanded ol tlic 

• Im this oration of Strains Siluniinns, \vi* may the ^riat value virtiiovis 
mtii j)ut upon piihlic liherty, ;tn't flu,* sad i..iaCJy they underweiit, while they 
tyr.uiU’Zed over hy suth cnijier. rs as Cains Sec Josi*|jhus’ own short lull pihjy 
at the end of the ehapt r : ‘‘ So diflicult,” says he, “ it is for iho-^e to (O- 
Uin ilic virtue that is neecssfiry to r wise man, who havu the absioluto power 
’< to do vvh:it they phase, wilijout control.” 
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consuls the watch-word, who gave him iliis word, JLihaiy, 
I'liese lacts were tlie subjects of admiration to themselves, and 
almost incredibhi; ibr it was a hundred years* since the de- 
iiiociacy had been laid asiilc, when this giving the watch-word 
rutiu'iu-d to the consuls; ibr, before the city was subject to ty- 
niiits, they were the commanders of tlie solditrs. Ihit, when 
( iierca had received that watch-word, lie delivered it to those 
who were on the senate’s side, which were four regiments, who 
the government without emperors to be ]) referable to 
{cranny. So tliese went away willi their tribames. The 
people also now' departed very joyful, full of hope and of cou- 
i'-ije, as having recovered their ibrmer democracy, and were no 
longer under au (nnperor; and Cherea wars in very great este(nn 
wilii tlieiii. 

I. And nov/ C’lurea was very uneasy (liat Cains’ danglilcr 
aiul wife wcTe ^till alive, and that all his iamily did not perish 
wiili liiin, siiiee w !io.so(*ver was left of them must l)o left l()r the 
mill of tin; city and of the laws. Moreover, in order to finish 
llii.s inatlej* witii the utmost zeal, and in order to s:itisly liis lia- 
lii'd of C Aius, he. .sent Julius faipiea omr ofllic* tribunes, to kill 
w iii' and dauglili'r. 'i'iiey pro|aj.<ed llii.s (dliec to Lu- 
])iis :;s (o :i kiimmaii of Clement, tlml he might be so lar a ])ar- 
i;!Krr of this murder ol the tyiant, and migiO njeiee in the vir- 
nir oi liovlng a>.sistid hi-^ feilovr-eiii/.ens, and that Iie‘ might a})- 
nmr to havi bi t ii a p irlakcn* with tlio.n' that were llr.st in their 
(ii'Nign.s against him. Yet did this action ap-pear to sonu.‘ of the 
toll, Spiraea's to la; loo eruv 1, as to this using such sevenaty to a 
v.oiiian, bareaust' C’aius did nit)ie iiululge hi., own ill nature, than 
a>; litT ridviet; in all that he did; from which ill nature it was 
lliat the eiiv was in .so desperate a condition wllli the miseries 
tliat Wi lt; brought on ii, and the llowa r ot’ the eil\ was deslrcgy- 
nl. Ihit others accused her x i giving lu'r cona-nt. to these 
lliiiigs : nay, ihev ascribed all tliat C’aiu.s h:ul done to her as the 
oiii.^c; of it, and said, she Imd given a {)oii(>n to Caiu-^, wlilcli had 
made him ohiioxious to her, and had tied him down to love her 
hy such evil methods ; instuiiucli that she, having rendered him 
distracteil, was beeonu* the. author of all the inisc liiefs that liad 
hc'lalleii tin; lb»maiis, and that liabitable ^\olld which was suh- 
to them. Sr) that at lenglh it was det(M'miiu;d that she must 
nor could tho.se of the contrary r.pinioii at all ]n'cvail ti) 
have her saved ; and laipus was sent accordingly. Xtu* was 
there any delay made in executing w hat lie went ai)oiit, but he 


tlonco w’o li-nrn that, ill till’ opinion of Satin ninu'^, tho so 
cimsut^ and sonati* liad hoin fakon ana. hist l(>0 yoan 
^ A. i). ^1. or i,j ,1^. (;()Ui the c 

nuuvnaf • began uiulyr itiuA Cj iirS^CWt. 


vori’ign authority of 
heroio the death of 
ra ; when iho first 
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was subservient to those tliat sent liiiu on the first opportunity^ 
as desirous to be no way blanieablc in what niii»-lit. be tionc jljj. 
the ailvant:]i>e of the peo[)le. So, wluai he was come into (he 
])alacv, he round Cesonia, who was Cains’ wile, lyin^* l)y 
hiisbaiurs dead body, which also lay down on the ‘ji;roiind, niu] 
destitiite of all such thing's as the law all()w^; to llie dead, aiulnlj 
over herself besinearc'd Milh the blood of her liusbaiurs wouiuls 
ami bewailing the gri at afllictlon slie was under, lier danohicj. 
lying by her also : and notliing* else was Iu‘ard in these lier cip. 
cinnstancos, but her complaint ol’ Chains, as if he hail not reganh 
cd hat she had ol'ten told him of bcfoi-i-haiul ; which wouh 
ol'hers wcj'o taken in a diilerent siaise even at that time, and aiv 
now estecaned e(jually ambiguous by tliese that liear of tlu'nij 
and are still interpreli'd according to the diilcreiit inelinatioiis of 
})eo})le. Now some said that tlie words denoted, that she liad 
advised liiiii to leave oil* his mad bcdnivioiir and his barbarous 
cruelty to the eiti/ens, and to gowaai (he pu!)lie with inodira. 
tion and virtue, le*,t he should perish bv iht^ same wav, iipoi, 
tlicir using him as lu* had used tluau. l>ut some .said, that, ;is 
certain words had })a-s,d c'oneerning the conspirators, .she dedi’- 
ed C.’aius to make no delay, l.ml imiiu diatelv to }mt lliem all io 
death, and this whether they wi're guilty or not, and that tlioro 
l)\ he would b(‘ out of the fear (.)f any danger; a.nd that this 
was what she reproai'hcil him lijr. when sheaib i^ed him so to do; 
but he was too slow and tender in the matter. And this \\;is 
what C/c.>onIa said, and v\ hat llu‘ o|)inion > of men wor<‘ al)oiit ii, 
Bin, when sh(.‘ saw Lupus apprcaieh, sin* slioweil him ( aius’ ilt ml 
1)0 i'y, and persuaded him to eome m aaei', witii lain'entation and 
tears : and as she peix\. iM.d that Iai]):i^ w.-s in disordrr, and up- 
j)r()acii'.‘d hei'iii order hJL'.ecnte -oim- ih -^ion disagreeable to liim- 
sell, she was well aware tor what pnrpO'o he came, and stotrli- 
cd out her naki.'d ihnait, and that verv ehrerihlL' tt» him, hew;'!,'- 
ing her case, like om* utt'.rlv despairing (?f lo r lile, ami hidd'.:''.' 
him not to boggk/ ait iiindiing tin* liageiiv lliev had resiflvol 
U])ori relating to Ijcj*. Sd she !)old!v re(ei\ed he;- death’s wound 
at tin.* hand olMaipus, as did the dangiiter alim* hci*. > laipin 
made hasti.* to infoiin C'ia rea ol what he had done. 

,j. d'hus was tile ee.d oiCains, alter he had n igned lour wars 
within i’oiir Jiioiitlns. i !e wa « -a'-n before he came to he vJ'i- 
])eror, ill naUirMi, ami one that had arrived at the utmost jMidi 
of wickedness : a sla\ (* to h’-: p!. asun.-s, and a lover of calinnny 

greatly alh cleil by everv terri!'.' • aicident, and on that accuui't 
of a very niurdi/roiis f h opo ai’on, V. lie; a in* durst show it. Be 
enjoyed Ids e\(/;’b..aiit power to this oidv purpose, to injure tlneC 
wlio least deseiwed it, whli unreasonable insolence, and get 
fcvcjtli by jiuuiler and injustice. IJc laboured to appear a 
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ve(i;arcliiig cither wliiit was divine or agreeable to the laws, but 
was a slave to the conirneiidations of the populace ; and wliatso- 
ovoi’ thi^ laws delennined tf) be shainehil, and punished, that 
lit* estetaiied more honourable than what was virtuous. He was 
uninnidtul ot his friends, how intimate soever, and thougli they 
were persons orthe highest cliaracter; and, il* he was once angry 
at anv ol them, he woidd inflict punishment uj)on them on the 
Mealiest occasions, and esteemed every man tliat endeavoured to 
Itad a virtuous life his enemy. And whatsoever he. command- 
oil, he would not lulmit ol* any contradiction to his inclinations: 
whence it was that he had criminal conversation with his own 
bisterC from which occasion chiefly it was also, that a bitter ha- 
tred first .s])rang up against him among the citi/ams, that sort 
of incest not having beam known of' a long time; and so tliis })ro- 
voknl men to distrust him, and to hate him that was guilty of* it. 
And for any great or royal work that he ever did, whicli might 
ho for the ))i‘esent and for liilure ag(‘s, nobody can name aiiy 
Midi, but only the haven that he made about Klu‘giiim and Si- 
cily, I'or the reception of the ships that brought corn from 
Iv'Vpl ; w hich w as indeed a work w ithout dis})ute very great in 
ig.df and of very great advantage to the navigation. A ct was 
not tills work brought {o pi rfeclion i)y him, but was the t>ne 
half of il left imperleet, by reason ol‘ Ins want of a})])liealion 
fo it : the can've of which was ibi.s, that he employed his stu- 
dios about Useless matters, and that by s])en(ling his moiiey 
u|)on siieli plea.sures as conctniicd no one’s benefit l)ut his 
own, he could iu»t exert his liberality in things that were 
iiiideiiiahiv of gri-at eonsecjnenei*. Otherwise lie was an ex- 
(’.iloiit orator, and thoroughly acapiainted with the Greek 
tongue, as well as with his own count>*y or Ibiman language, 
lie was also able, olf hand and lamdily, to give answ'ers to 
Cviaipo.sitions made by others, ol i onsiiK-rable length and ac- 
ruraov. 11 e was also more skilful in jiersuading others to very 
vroai ihiiigs than any oiu* elstg and this from a natural alla- 
ifility of temjier, w liii h hail been improved by mueh exercise 
i^'id paiiisiakmg : for as be was the grandson f of the brother 
d' dihed; IS, whose siu’ci'ssor lie wa>, this was a strong iiulucc- 
'"ciil to his actjeiiring of learning, because Idberius aspired after 
tile liigla st pitch of that sort of n-putatlon ; and Cains aspired 


t^panlifini ln.*rc notes from SurfoniHs^ tliat the name of Cains’ sister, with whom 
"as <riiilty of ineest, was I)ri4Mll(i ; aiul tltal Suetonitis adils, he was guilty ol ihc 
(riir.en with all his sisters also, lie notes farther, that Suetonius omits the 


‘‘"atioii of Uie ha\en for slops, whieli our author esteems the only puMie work for 
of the , resent aiul tuture ages which Cains left hehimi him, though in an 
•'"potict e.-ndition. 

of^l was the son t)f that excellent person Ciennam'ous ; who wras the bon 

husiis, the l»rothcr of 'Fiberius the emperor. 


'Uh. in. 
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after the like glory for eloquence, being- induced thereto by 
letters ot'liis kinsmim and his emperor. 1 le was also among tlif; 
first rank i)f his own citizens. But the advantages he rec(MV(^| 
from his learning did not countervail the mischief he broiioln 
upon himself in the exercise of his authority; so dillicnlt it 
for those to obtain the virtue that is necessary lor a wise man, 
who have the absolute power to do what they jdeasi^ without 
control. At the first he got hims('lf such fritauls as were in 
all respects the most worthy, and was grc'atly bt-loved by tlit in, 
while lie imitated their zealous ajiplication to the learning and 
to the gloi'ions actions of the best men ; Imt when he becaiiK 
insolent towards them, they laid asiile the kindness th(‘y had lor 
him, and began to hate him; from which hatic'd came that[)Iut 
which they raised against him, and wlun’ein he [lerished. 

CHAP. III. 

Ho'w (Uaudiits \<as sirzrd and breupht out oj' lionsr, 

and brought to the canip^ and ho'jj the senate sent an e/nbus^^ir^e 
to him, 

J 1. ^ ov/ (.'landins, aii 1 .-aid above, went out of that wav 

along which C'ain*. was gone: aiid. as the family was in a ini^hiv 
disorder ii})on the sal a.ccident of the mm ili r ol‘ (’aiiis. In- w,]. 
in greai. distress how to . ave hinisi ll', atid was found to naw 
hidden liim-eid iii a certain narrow place,' though he h:u! im 
other occa-!< ai tor >m-piti(»n of aiiv dangi'i -, la- .idos tla* (lignin 
of his hirth ; i<a’, ^v]lllv: he wa-. a pii\aat‘ man, In* l)eli;i\u! 

hiiiiseli widi i!iodei\ition, and was contt lited with his pii -uii 
fortune. appl\ing himself to learning, and e-pt eiallv to tlia: i>l' 
the (dicekr. and keepijig hlm-ell’ entirely eha r fiom eveiy tliiie' 
ihcit might bring on any di>l ea baiU'c. Ihit a^ at this time ihv 
inuititude weiv,- under a eoii^ternation. and the \.!:ole palao wm 
full of the svddiers inadne-s, ami the M i'v empc ror’- '.inarils, ^im iii- 
ed uiuh-r the like lea i’ and disoj ilrr w ith private j iv rs( m-. tin hriu! 
called pi {‘l(n' la which ^vas the pnn st jiart id tia' armw wa- iii 
consultation what was to be d<m .* at this jiinel inv. Now a.ll diaw 
that wme at thi.^ eoiisnltal iofi, h;ai little regaid to the puiiidi- 
Jiieiit Cains had iillej’«.d, i)ee:nise he jn ilv dex im r! Mich liidai- 

tune; but ihej. were rathei con .idi-riiig; i la ir ow n ciii iim-'niiuis 
how they inigiit takiMla: best *-i;-c of t heiie el\ es, especially wf '^ 
thcOcrniaiis wi re bimy in panishing the murderers (if C 'aiiis; 
yet Wii.-> ratlm-r done to graiiiy da ir own savage' lempei-, 
for tlie gO(al of the jinbiic; ail which tilings dislnrlied ClaiuhN"? 

• llio fjr .t i)i;u‘e ( laudin’ canuMo \\as iidi.'Ji’S t|, i-y. 1 called ll^jnncuui, as 
Mre iiilunu., u'! troxn Suttauius, ii> Cl.iiid. .) . » 
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wlio afraid of Ins own safoty, and tin’s particularly because 
lie saw tile heads ol As])reiias and his jiartners carried about. 
His station had been on a cortain ele.vated place, whilher a lew 
siejis led him, and whilher h.e had retired in the darlc by hiinselt. 
put when (iralns, who was one oi’thc suldiei’s that beloipu^ed to 
iJie palac(‘, saw liim, but did not \V(‘ll know by liis coiinlenaricc 
who lie was, lieeau.se it was dark, thoM;;li he could well judge that 
it was a man wlio was ])rivalely (here on some design, li^* canui 
nearer to him, and when Claiulins (h-sired that he would retire, 
j)c iliscoveri'd who he was, and owned him to be Claudius. 8o 
lie said to his followers; 'i'his is a ( sermanicus ; come on, let 
IIS choose liim lor our emjX'nn*.’’ Jhit when (,'landins saw they 
were making jirejiaralions for takijig liiin awa.y i)y Ibrce, and 
Mils aJiaid they would kill him, as tliey had killed Cains, he he- 
voiiLtlit lliein to spare him, pnltliig llu..'m in mind how (piietlv he 
demeaned himself, and ihal he was mua (jiiaiiitet! u ilh what 
lia<l been done. 1 lereupon (iis'.tus sndled upon liim, and took 
liliii l)v llu' right iiaiid, and '- .Leave tdi’, Sir, these low 

‘‘ ilioaghts oi saving veuivair, whi!:; you ought to have greater 
even of ohlaiiiiiig’ the eminre, whi(‘li tlie god-y out 
-M)l their (‘(meerii i'or the haifii ible world, by la.klny; Cains out 
“ ef the wav, eomniii (o thy virtuous conduet. (lo to, there- 
• i’ero, and acce-pt of I Ik* tl wom.' of ili v ance <tor >.” So they took 
him up and ean ird liim, lu;eause he wa . ua-t then a.oh‘ t(.) go on 
tool, such \\a > his dread and hi-s joy at wh.il was told him. 

-h Now lher(! was alreaily gatlu-red togetliei’ about (b-atiis a 
^rciil iiumbei’ ol the eue.rds: aie. wlim they "'uw ( iaudius c'ar- 
iiid oll^ ihev iookcii \'*i(h a ‘*ad couutenar.ee, as supposing that 
re WHS (Mi l led to eN('('iilion lor the nti-^c Ineis that tiad been late- 
ly doin'; wliile \et tliev tnoiigbl hua a man wiai mover meddled 
idiih public alfairs all liis iiie-! -uga and (mo tluil ii;ul met with no 
'■oiiteiiipiibie danger^ under the- reign ol C a; is : and some ol 
thought it iiMsoiuible, that t’ae consuls siKaild take cogni- 
•'iiiue of ilK'>e Ui;iltei>^; iiiid, a- still more and more of the sol- 
diory go.t together, the erowd about him ran away, and Clau- 
'li'is could hardlv go tm. Ins iiodv was then so wea.k : and th(»e 
ulio carru.d his sedan, i.jum an impiirv tliat v, ;i > inmle about his 
UcUig c;u*ii(‘(I oil!, rail awav and saved tiu‘m,>elvc -. as (lesj>airing 
^'1 ilieir loi'il’s pr( s .‘i'N alioii. l>uL when they were come into 
dir large ('oart of the juihicc', ^whieli, as tin' rtpint gsu's alumt 
'h \'as irdiabiied lirst ol ail the ]>avts oi llu' city ol Lome,) and 
leached llio public tii'a .ury, immv imu'e s(>ldiers cAiue 

IlokV ( lauditi'^, an. iliL-r ',»»n ni’ Dni'-us '* Drn. u-i wa." tiio latin i nt (itini.in- 
-'ould n/lnav l.inri'lfMallfd {:,r:>.r. I 'lis, Siufenin^ itUonns lo, \vl>0) lio as^,nRs 
Iv a .licivr (.t‘ tlK’ Mnatr, ttu- Mnnina* of C. ///!.: ;JMi5 wiis bv^tONMsl upon 
aiul liis In (M.nnl le i. 
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about him as glad to see Claudius’ face, and thought it exceed- 
ing right to make him emperor, on account of their kindness foi 
Germaniciis, who was his brother, and had left behind him a vasl 
reputation among all tliat were ac(|uainted with him. 'i'hey re- 
flcctetl also on tlie covetous temper of the leading men of the se- 
nate, anil what great errors they had been guilty of, when the 
senate had the government formerly : they also considered tli( 
impossibility of such an undertaking, as also what dangers the; 
should be in, if the government should come to a single person* 
and that such a one should possess it, as tlu‘y had no hand in 
advancing, and not to Claudius, who would take it as iheif 
grant, and as gained by their good-will to him, and would re- 
member the I'avours they had done him, aiul would make tiieiu 
a suflicicnt recomjHmst; for the same. 

3. These Avere the discourses the soldiers had one witli ano- 
ther by themselves, and they communicated them to all such as 
came unto them. Now, those that imjuired about this niatiir, 
willingly embraced the invitation that was made to them to join 
with the rest: so they carried C’laudiu« into the camp, crowdiinr 
about him as his guard, and enc()m[)as>ing him about, one cliair- 
inan still succeeding allot her, that their vidiementendeavours niiglif 
not be hindered. But as to the populace and stmators, thev dis- 
agreed in their opinions. The latter were very desirous to recover 
their former dignity, and were zealous to get cU‘ar oi’ tht^ slavt rv 
that had been brought on them by the injurious treatment of ilic 
tyrants, which the present opportunity all()i‘ih'tl tluan ; hut lur 
the people, who were envious against them, and knew that tlic; 
empta'ors wc're capable of cuibing their cov»*t()Us tmnper, and 
were a nduge from them, tluw wcih: very glad that (.'landiiis had 
I)eeii seized u|)on, and brought to them, and thought, that if 
Claudius were mad(.* empt*r<n’, he would prt'veul a eivil war, 
sucdi as there was in the days of PoiujX'V. Ihit, when the se- 
nate knew that Claudius was brt)ught into the (‘amj) in' the m)1- 
diers, they sent to liini those of tludr body whieh had thi' ht"! 
character lor their virtms, that they might inform him, “that 
‘Mie ought to do nothing by violence, in ordi^r to gain the uo- 
vernmeiit : that he who was a single jierson, one t'ither aircadv, 
‘‘ or herealter to be a member of* their body, ought to vitdd t<^ 
the senate, whieh consisted id so great a number: that he()iigl*‘ 
‘‘ to let the law taki‘ place* in the dis|)osal of all that related te 
“ the })ublic order, and to rt inember how greatly I hi: loriucr I}- 
rants had afllictial their l ity ; and what dangers both he aiid 
th(‘y had ('scaped umder Caius, and that he ought not to hat'’ 
the heavy burden of tyranny, when the injury is done by oilier''^ 
“ vihile he did himselt wilfully treat his countrv altera mad aiia 
“ insolent niannor ; that il’he would comply with them, 
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moiistrate that his firm resolution was to live quietly and vir- 
a tiiously, he would have the greatest honours dccrectl to him 
<4 that a Iree people could bestow, and by subjecting biinselt to 
44 the law, would obtain this branch of coiiiinendation, that he 
44 acted like a man ot virtue, both as a ruler and a subject; but 
44 that it he woul<l act foolishly, and learn no wi.sdoni by Caius* 

44 death, they would not ])erinit him to go on ; that a great part 
44 of the army was got together lor them, with jileiily of wea- 
44 pons, and a great number of slave.s, which they could make 
44 use of: that good hope was a great matter in such cases, as 
44 \vas also good lortune, and that the gods would never assi.st 
44 any others but those that undertook to act with virtue and 
44 goodness, who can be no other than such as fight for the li- 
44 berty of their country/’ 

4.. Now these ambassadors, Veranius and Brocchiis, who were 
both of them tribunes of tlic people, made this s})eech to Clau- 
dius, and falling down upon their knees, they begged of him, 
that he would not throw the city into wars and misfortunes ; 
hut when they saw' what a multitude of soldiers eiicompassetl and 
guarded Claudius, and that the Ibrces that were with the con- 
suls were, ill compariscni of them, perfectly inconsidm'abk*, they 
added, that if lu) did d(‘'>ire the governnuMit, he sluiuld accept 
of it as given by the senate; that he would prosper better, and 
‘‘he h:i]ipic.‘r, if he came to it, not by the injiisliee, l>ut by the 
‘‘ good-will of those that would bestow it upon him.” 

CHAR IV. 

fVlial /hi}igs /v’/zg A^j^rippa did for CLaudiKS^ and Claudius 
M'lirn hr had taken (hr p;oi'crninrnfy commanded the fuurderers 
(f Cains to be slain, 

') 1 . ^ ow Claudius, though he was scaislble after what an 

iiisoleiit maimei’ the senate luul sent to him, yet did he accord- 
ing to their ailvlee, behave himself for the present w ith mode- 
uitioji; l)ut not so far that he could not J’ecover himself out of 
ills riight : so he. was eiieouraged [tt) claim the goveriimeiuj 
partly l)y llu* boldiu .‘ss of the soldiers, aiul partly by llu‘ persua- 
sion ()1 king Agrippa, w ho i“xhorted him not to let such a do- 
minion slip out of his hands, when it came thus to him of its 
owji accord. Now, this Agri|)pa. with relation to Cains, did 
hec aiiu! one that luui luan so much lionoured by him; tor 
iio tinhraced Cains’ body after be was dead, and laid it upon a 
and covered it as wi*ll as lie could, and went out to the 
.^iiard-^ and told them that Cains was still alive : but lie said 
^ ml they should call for physiciaii.s, since he was very ill ot his 
''''miiuls. But when he had Icarneil that Claudius was carricil 
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iiway violently by the soldiers, he rushed through the crowd to 
liiiii, and when lie found that was in disorder, and ready 
resign up the govenuneiit to the senate, he encouraged him ; nnd 
desired liim to keep the government; but wlieii he liad saidilji^ 
to Claudius, he retired home. And, upon the senate’s seiidiu,. 
for him, lie anointed his head with oinlineiit, as if he had laUly 
accompanied with his wile, and had dismissed her, and tluji 
came to them : lie also asked of tlie senators what Claudius did- 
Avho told him the jireseiit stale t)f allairs, aiul then asked Id^ 
opinion about the settlement of the ]niblic. lie told them in 
words, that lie was ready to lose his lii'e for the honour of 
senate, but desired them to consider what was lor their advaiitnov, 
without any regard to w hat was nu^sL agre eable to them : Idi 
that those who grasp at govermiu'iit, will stand in need cf 
weapons, and soldieis to guard thean, unlevss they will sei uj, 
w'ithoiit any preparation for it, anel so fill into elanger. And 
wlieii tlie^ senate* replied, That "Mluy weudel bring in weiipoim 
in abundance, and meiiU'W anel that as tei an army, ii p.iit of 
it was alieady eo)le*ete(l together tor them, and the*y would 
raise a larger eine l)y giving the slave*'; the'ir libe'rty.’’ Agripjia 
made answer, O senators ! may yem Ix' able* to eomjiass 
“you have- a ininel to; yet will 1 immediately tell you juv 
“ thouglits, because* thev tend to your prese'rvaLie)n : take notin', 
“ tlien, that the army which will light fir Clauelius hath lun-ii 
“ lemg exercised in warlike affairs : but our aruiv will hi; iiu 
“ better than a rnde) iiiullitndc of raw nu n, and those siieii 
“ as have* been niu*xj}(;eteelly uuule li’ee iVemi slave*ry, and liiiLto- 
“ veriuible* ; we* imi't ihe-n liglit against those that are skiil’iil in 
“ war, with m(*n w lio know* iie>t so iinie li eis how' to draw the; 
“ swends. So that my opinion is, that we^ should si‘iid nn 
“ persons to Clauelius, to jiersuade him to lay de>wn tht‘gov<rii- 
inetit, and I am readv to be; oiui e>l your ainliassadors. ' 

2. Upon this speech ol’ Agrippa, tlu! senates complied wiili 
him, and he was se*nt among othe-rs, and privately iiiloiiiinl 
Claudius of the disoi'der the senate was in, and gavei inslnietM''i^ 
to answer them in a somewhat eemiinanding strain, and ;is oik’ 
inve'sted w ith dignity and authority. Ae'eordingly, Clauelius >;iiel 
to the ambassadors, d’hat ‘ Irj <lid not wonder lhesi*nalt' lia<b>'' 
“ mind to have an emperor e>ver them, be'cause* tlie'V had Ix'cr 
“ harassed bv the liarbaritv of those* that had foriiu*rly hacii :it 
“the head <jf llieir idfairs ; but timl they sliould ta^le* e»i 
“ equitable govermneait uiKlea* liim, and niodeamte* time’s, wliik 
“ lui should only be their ruler in imme*, but the aiilfaiiO 
“ should be eejualiy common lotheau all; and since* he had 
“ cil ihroi^gh tnany and various seem s ol* file* liefoiv. tlicn* y"'"' 
“ it would be good for them not U> distrust liiim” 
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,.issa(lors, upon their hcarin<ij this his answer, were dismissed. 

Claudius discoursed with the army which was there gather- 
(1 tugetlier, who took oaths that they would persist in their 
itlCity to him; u|K)n which he gave the guards every man five 
liou^'and drachime a-piece, and a prt)portU)nal)le quantity to 
heir captains, and promised to give the same to the rest of* the 
iDiics wheresoever they were. 

;j. And now the consuls called the senate together into the 
finple of Jupiter the CoiK|ueror, while it was still night; but 
,oim- of those senators concealed themselves in tlie city, being 
iiKcriaiii what to do, upon the liearing of tiiis summons, and 
,onu‘ of them went out ot the city to their own i’arms, as Ibre- 
Kciiig wheliier the ])ublic allairs were going, and despairing of 
nay, these supposed it much better for them to be 
,l;ivcs without tlaiiger to tlu-uiselves, and to live a lazy and in- 
iflivc life, than, by claiming the ilignity of their foreliithers, to 
nil the h:‘/ard of their own safety. However, a hundred 
111(1 no mori', were giUten together; aiul as they were in eonsid- 
alit)n ahout the pre>i sit. po . lure ol allliirs, a siiddmi elani<>iir was 
iivatlc hv the soldiers that Wv ics on their side, desiring that 
••the Semite would ehoo:>e iliem au enqasror, and not bring the 
•• novel iiiaei'.t into ruin by setting up a multitude of niha's.’’ So 
liiL'V Ihllv deeiined tliem.-elvi.’s to be for the giving the govern- 
iiieiitiiel ir. nil, l)ie to oi..‘; biii they gave tlu* .^enale leave to look 
liiil lor a per.'! 11 wort by lo b(‘ .sol over them, iiisoiniieln that now 
llu; aii iii.' of ilui scr.aie wore mueh worse than before; becaus(.‘ 
llu-v hail lioi only failed in the I'eeoverv of their lilxTlv, which 
liu; boa . d tiieiiiselves df, but were in dread of ( 'landiiis afso. 
Yet Were liu ie llio'-i' that hankeiod alter llu‘ government, both 
all aee<aiih the digiulv of their iamili. s, mul that accruing 
to liu iii hv lilt ii’ iiiai’raige'. : for Mareim Minueiaiuis was illu.stri- 
hoiii 1 ), hi.s invn nolidiiv. and bv bis havltig marrietl Julia, 
the si .ter e-f C ains, w ho aceordiugly was vei v rtaidy to claim 
Hie govenmient, ahliougli the coii'-uls di.seouragi-d him and made 
' lie delav aher another in propi/sing it : ibal Miiuieianus also, 
'vilo was one ol C’e.iiis' nnirderm's, restrained \ alei ius of Asia 
'mm ihinkingyof sueb tilings; and a prialigious slaughter litere 
‘Hul l)(‘i n, if leave bad been given to tlu se men to set up lor 
iheniselves, and oppo'^e C laudius. 'Hiere were also a coiisider- 
iihle lamiber (J ula(.liators beside*', and of llu'se soldiers who 

I r Ol’ itr.u liui.i’ tn In iltiSitl U) isuh i>ji\alo soldiir, (Ir.u'lima*, 

•"ItHi" j. I'll ''1« > I’ll % vii'ins nimli to) lai'S*, aiul direclty 
^Oitiiidios SiutoiiiiiSj x. who Uumm .:i ail but Is si'sU’U’i'^i i>r ‘Js. 'Id. 

e, ni'ijlit l);i\o tiiis mm.bv'r rruin .\i‘ii;)]).\ jun:i>r, lh(>!i.;!i I .loubt tho 

I '"'iis.uuls, O'." at loasT tlu* iiiin(lr(.’u-< J; i\o ini-n aiUtcd by tin. ir.iiocribcrs, ot which >va 
‘ iH' Iiad .,'jvi’val oxau\i»k’s already m ,Iom-^; 1 ius. 
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kept watch by night in the city, and rowers of ships, who a] 
ran into the camp; insomuch, tliat of those who })Ut in for tl)( 
government, some loft off* their pretensions in order to spai^ 
tlie city, and otliers out of fear for their own persons. 

4. But as soon as ever it was day, Cherea, and those tliai 
were with him, came into the senate, and attempted to inal^f 
speeches to the soldiers. However, the multitude of those so], 
diers, when they saw that they w’erc making signals for silence 
with their hands, and were ready to begin to speak to them, gro^v 
tumultuous, and would not let them speak at all, Ix'caiise they 
were all zealous to be under a monarchy : and they (lemaiulcd oi 
the senate one for their ruler, as not enduring any longer (k lavs; 
but the senate hesitated about either their own govcrninf!-, q,. 
how they should themselves be governed, while the soldicij; 
would not admit them to govern, and the murderers of C\iiiis 
Avonid not peniiit the soldiers to dictate to them. \Vh(‘ii tlin 
Avere in these circumstances, Cherea Avas not able to contain tlic 
anger he had, and promised, that if they desired an eniporor, 
he would giA'c them one, if any one would bring him tlu* wauii- 
word iVom Eutychus. Now, this Eutychus was chariijtct r of 
tlie green-band faction, styled Prasiius and a gri*at friend of 
Cains, Avlio used to harass the soldiery Avith building stables to;- 
tlie horses, and spent his time in ignominious labours, v.liicli 
occasioned Cherea to rejiroach tlieiUAvith him, and to abuse tlit in 
Avith niueh other scurrilous language; and told them, “ he would 
bring them the head of Claudius: and that it Avas anaina/iii;: 
tiling, that after their ibrmer madness, they should coiiniiit 
their government to a Ibol.^’ Vet were not they moved wlili 
his words, but drew their swords, and took up their eiwigus. and 
Aveiit to Claudius, to j(/m in taking the oath of fideliiy to liim. 

the senate were left without any body to dclend (hem, and 
the very consuls differed nothing from privates pcu-^ioiis. I'liyv 
were also under consternation and sorrow, men not knowing wliat 
would become of them, because C’laudius was very angry at 
them; so they fell a re])roaching one aiiotlnn’, and n peiiled ol 
wliat they had done. At which juncture Sabinns, one ol Cains 

nnirderer.s, tlirtaitencd that be would sooner comc' into the midst 
oi’lhem and kill himself, llian ccmseiit to make ( laudiiis empe- 
ror, and see slavery returning upon them ; h(‘ also abused C licrca 
for loving hi - life too well, while he who was the (irsl in his con- 
tempt of (fains, could think ’t a good thing to liv»*, when, even 
by all that they had ^hme for die recovery of their liberty, tl^cv 
Ibund it impossible to do it. But Cherea said, la; had la) man- 
ner ol‘ doubt upon him about killing himself; that yet he 
first sound the intention of Claudius before he did it. . i , 
5. The.se were the debates [about tlic senate :] bill in 1 
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cainp every body was crowding on all sides to pay their court to 
Chi lid i us, and the other consul, Quintus Poinpcnius, was re- 
proached by liie soldiery, as having rather exhorted the senate 
10 recover their liberty ; whereupon they drew their swords, 
and were going to assault him, and tliey had done it, if Clau- 
dius had not hindered them, who snatched the consul out of the 
danger he was in, and set him by him. But he did not receive 
that" part of the senate wliich was with Quintus, in the like ho- 
iioiii able manner ; nay, some of them received blows, and were 
thrust away as they came to salute Claudius ; nay, Ajionius 
went away wounded, and they were all in danger. However, 
king Agrippa went up to Claudius, and desired he would treat 
tlie senators more gently; for if any mischief should come to the 
senate, he would have no others over whom to rule. Claudius 
complied with him, and called the senate together into the palace, 
and was carried thitlierhiiiiselfthrough the city, while the soldiery 
conducted him, though this was to the great vexation of the mul- 
tilude ; for Chorea and Sabinus, two of Cains’ murderers, went in 
the fore-front of them, in an open manner, while Pollio, whom 
Claudius, a little before, had made captain of lus guards, had sent 
ihcui an epistolary edict, to forbid them to appear in public. 
Then did Claudius, upon bis coming to the palace, get his friends 
I ;)gcther, and desired their suHVages about Chorea. They said, 
that the work he had done was a glorious one, but they accused 
him that he did it of perlidiousness, and thought it just to in- 
flict the jiunishment [of death] upon him, to discountenance such 
actions for tlie time to come. ISo Chorea was led to Iiis execu- 
tion, anil Lupus, and many other Koinans with him; now' it is 
reported, that Cherea bore this calamity courageously, and this, 
not only by the. firmness of bis own behaviour under it, but by the 
ivju'oaelu b he laid upon Lupus, w ho fell into tears ; for w hen 
laipiis laid hi< garment aside and complained of the cold,"^ he 
said, that cold was never hurtful to Lupus, [i. e. a wolf.] And 
as a great many men w ent along witli them to see the sight, when 
fherea eauie to the place, he a.sked the soldier who was to be 
tiicir exi eulioner w hcllier this ofliec was what he was used to 
or whether this was the first lime of liis using his sword in that 
manner, and desired him to bring lum that very sword with 
^^hich he liiiuself slew Cains. ISo he was happily killed at one 
stroke. But Lu[)us did not meet with such good fortune in going 
out ()l the world, sineu he was limorons, and had many blows 

lliis j)iirt;iio roM Iktc of hv I.uptis n^rtvs well to tiu' time of the 

W'av wlit'n ('l.uuims lii> : it for o rtain ilic nionilis of No- 

i ' Linbfr, or Jiimiary, niui most few days after January 

I - lew UcCorc iIk- Roinaii 

[ vni 1.. o - 
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levelled at his neck, because he did not stretch it out boldly, [as 
he ought to have clone.] 

G. Now, a Tew days alter this, as the parental soleninilies were 

just at hand, the Koniaii inultitude made their usual oblations to 

their several ghosts, and put portions into Hie lire, in honour of 
Cherea, and besc:)ught him to be mercil’ul to them, and not con, 
tinue his anger against them for their ingratitude. And this 
was the end of the life that Cherea came to. But for Sabinus, 
although Claudius not only set him at liberty, but gave him 
leave to retain hit* former command in the army, yet did he 
think it would be unjust in liim to fail of jierforming his obliga- 
tions to his fellow -con federates ; so he fell upon his sword, aiitl 
killed hiiiisell^ the wound reaching up to the very hilt of the 
sword. 

CHAR V. 

IIoxv Claudius restored to yli^rippa his ^frandjat/ur's /i'ingdotmj 
and augmented his dominions : and huii) he published an edict 
in behalf' of the Jens. 

§ 1. ^ ow, when Claudius had taken out of tlic way all those 

soldiers whom he susj^ceted, wiiichhe did imme diately, lie [mh- 
lisdied an edict, and therein coniiniuul that kingdom to Agrip|\i, 
which Cains had given him, and therein coinnumded the king 
higlily. He also made an addition to it, of all that country 
over which Herod, >\ Ik; w as his graiidlalher, had reignt d, that 
is, Judea and yaiiiaria : and this lie restored to him as due lo 

• It is both lic'ie and (Isc-wln»ro very nmarkahle, t!iat tbo nuirdcrers of flio vilist 
tyrants, who yet highly dosorved to dio, wlu-n iIjosv iniinUTi r^ Nvero nndor o;ilh\ ir 
other the like obliprations of fiilelity to them, were usually revenged, and llif riiiir- 
(lerers WL-re cut olf theiuselves, and that after a remark. ihle lu.inner ; :inil H'''' 
sometimes, as in the present case, by those very persons who were not sorry tur 
Mich rnurdeis, hut got kingdoms by them. I hv? examples are very mnneroiis, liuth 
in sacred and profane histories, an<l seem generally imliiatioiis of ili>ine ven^tana' 
on such murderers. Nor is it unworthy of remark, that sucli murderers of tyninti 
do it usually on sucli ill principh-^, in such n cruel manner, and as ready to in'ohv’ 
the innocent with the guilty, widt h was the case here, cha]» i. sect. 11. anti i li M’- "• 
sect. 4 . as justly deserved the divine vengeance upon tin rn. W liicli .‘.eeins to h.oe luvn 

the case of Jehu also, when, licsidt s th-* house i>f Allah, for whose slaughter he liaJ a 

commission from God, witliout any sut Ii commission, any justice or coinmiscnitioi’j 
he killed Ahah’s great men, and ncquaintaiues, anti jiiiesls, and forty-two ol 
kindntl of Aha/.I-ih, 2 Kings x. 11 — 14. See IIt)s. i. 4. I tlo not mean 
condemn Ehiid or .fudith, or the like execut oners of (iod’s vengeance on tlic^c 
wicked tyrants, who h.id unjii>tly t>pprt jsetl (bid’s own people under their thcomicv, 
wlio, as tia-y appear still to have had no s* lfi h designs nor intentions to sUy H*? 
innocent, liaei they still a divirte commission, or a divine impulse, wliicli 
their t oimnission for what they did, Juelges lii. 1.5, 19, tiO. Judith ix. 

Levi. sect. .5. In Authent. Rec. p. J1‘J. See also page 432. 
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]iis family. But for Abila * of Lysaiiias, and all that lay at 
niount Libanus, he bestowed them upon him, as out of his own 
territories. lie also made a league with this Aoripj)a, confirm- 
ed by oaths, in tlie middle of the forum, in the city of Rome: 
he also took away from Antioclius that kingdom which lie was 
possessed ol, but gave liim a certain ])art of (lilicia and Com- 
niagena : he also set Alexander Lysimachus, tlie alabarcli, at li- 
berty, who had been liis old friend, and steward to his mother 
Antonia, but had been imprisoned by Cains, whose son [Marcus] 
married Bernice, the daughter of Agrippa. But when Marcus, 
Alexander’s son, was dead, who had marrieil her when she was 
a virgin, Agrippa gave her in marriage to his brother Herod, 
and licgged lor him of Claudius the kingdom of Chalcis. 

0 . Now, about this time, there was a sedition between the Jews 
and the (ireeks, at the city of Alexandria; for, when Cains was 
dead, the nation of the Jews, which had been very much morti- 
fied under the reign of Cains, and reduced to very great distress 
bv the })eo})le of Alexandria, recovered itself, and immediately 
look up their arms to light for themselves. So Claudius sent 
an order to the president of Kgv))t, to (jiiiet that tumult; he 
also sent an edict, at the reejuests of king Agrij)})a and king 
Ilcrod, both to Alexandria and to Syria, whose contents were 
as follow^ : ‘‘ Tilua'ins Claudius Cioar Augustus, (lermanicus, 
‘‘ high jirie-it, anil tribune of the people ordains thus. Since I 
am assured that the Jews of Alexandria, called .llrxandriimsy 
‘‘ liave hi.'en joint inhahiiants in the earliest tinie.s with the Alex- 
‘‘andriaus, and have obtained iVoiii their kings eijual privileges 
with tiiem, as is I'vident by the public records that are in 
•‘their possession, and the ediels themselves; and that alter 
“ Alexandria had been subjected to our empire by Augustus, 
'• their rights and privileges have bc^eii preserved by those pre- 
siilents who have at divers times been sent tlnther ; and that 
‘‘ 111) ili>piite had been raised about those rights and privileges, 
‘‘even \>heu Aipiila was goviunor of Alexandria; and that 
“ when the Jewish elbnarch was dead, Augustus did not pro- 
‘‘ hibit the making such etlinarelis, as willing that all men should 
he so subject to the Romans, as to continue in the observa- 
'' lion ol their own customs, and not be forced to transgress the 

HtiV St. Luko is In souk* nu’:i*''.irp coniiiim'd, lio infomiN ns, cli. ili. l. 

ll'-vt ],ys;iiii:is w.'is sDinc tinu* IhI’oiv tetrarili of vMtilfiU', whosi* c.ij'it il "as Ahila; 
lie* is liiitliiT (.’()nruim'(l l)v I’ujloiny, tlu‘ j'n'at uliiili Si).nilu'.;n lu re 

"luai lie ('.ills that fity ../Az/n •‘f I !/s<tni.is. Sre the noti' on Ik XA II. 
j >• xi. Si ft, and rruh at tin* years and '2\1. I oMeiio tliis pi itu ipality to l.avo 
X‘onN(.,i ori^rinally. t.’* Ikoo been ll»e • plaeo ot Abel, 

1 ?' i to as Micli, iMatt. xxiii. l.nke xi. dl. See Autlient. llee. Tait 
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ancient rules of tlieir own coiintiy religion ; but that tin 
time of Cains, the Alexandrians became insolent towa^lfe tlit 
Jews that were among them, Avhich Cains, out of his^great 
madness and want of understanding, reduced the nation 
Jews very low, because they would not transgress the religious 
worship of their country, and call him a god. I will, tSere- 
fore, that the nation of the Jews be not deprived ol‘ their 
rights and privileges, on account ol’ the madness of Cains; 
but that those rights and privileges, which tliey formerly on- 
joyed be preserved to them, and that they may continue in 
tlieir own customs. And 1 charge both j)arties to take very 
great care that no troubles may arise after the promulgation 
of this edict.” 

3. And such were tlie contents of tins edict on behalf of tlie 
Jew’s that were sent to Alexandria. Hut the edict that was sent 
into the other parts of the habitable earth was this w hich fol- 
lows : Tiberius Claudius Cavsar Augustus, (Tcrmanicus, high 
priest, tribune of the people, chosen consul the s(‘cond time, 
‘‘ ordains thus. Upon the })etition of king Agrippa, and kiinr 
‘‘ Herod, w’ho arc persons very dear to me, that 1 would grant 
“ the same rights and privileges should be preserved to the .lews 
which are in all the Roman empire, which I have granted to 
those of Alexandria, I very w illingly comply therewith : and 
this grant I make not only for the sake of the })eiitioners, Inii 
as judging those Jews for whom I have been petitioned woriliv 
‘‘ of sucli a tavour, on account of their fidelity and iVieiidsliip 
“ to the Romans. I think it also very just that no Grecian city 
should be deprived of such rights and privileges, since lliev 
“ were preserved to them under the great Augustus. It will 
“ therefore be fit to permit the Jews, who are in all the world 
under us, to keep their ancient customs without being Iiin- 
“ dered so to do. And 1 do charge them also to use this my 
kindness to them with moderation, and not to show' a c()ntern])t 
of the superstitious observances of other nations, but to keep 
tlieir own laws only. And I will that this decree of mine be 
engraved on tables by the magistrates of the cities and colo- 
nies, anti municipal ])laces, hotli those within Italy, and lliosc 
without it, both kings anti governors, by the means of tlieani- 
bassadors, and to have iheni exposed to the public ler lull 
‘‘ thirty days, in such a place, whence it may plainly be read 
‘‘ from the gi .mnd.” 


• Tfii'i torrn w-’. ! so knwwn dm! fusiuont nriioM;jr ih** KornuJ^, ns I)r. 
iorc tells us, fVuru Oil* Sei.lcn, th.it it to 1 /l* tiuis represented at tlw‘ 

tom of their edicts by the inili.d h-t. its t)nly f/. I). 1 \ II. /.. Utub ^ 

Jicctc JLet'X rossit. “ Whence it may he plainly read from the ground.” 
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CHAP. VL 

; f 

(I())ic hjf Agrippn at JnKsalem^ Ksoh.cn he Ksoasic- 
hack into Judea : and xo/iat it Kvas that Petronius Ksorote 
ic^ic inhabitants of l>ori.% in behalf of the Jews. 

j 1. Is ow Claudius Ca'sar, by these decrees ot* liis which 
were sent to Alexandria, and to all the habitable earth, made 
Icnown what opinion he had of the Jews. So lie soon sent 
A'uippii away to take his kiiiirdoin, now he was advanced to a 
niorc illustrious di;^nity than bt4bre, and sent letters to the pre- 
sidents and procurators of the provinces, that they should treat 
jiiin very kindly. Accordin<rly, he returned in haste, as was 
likely he would, now he returned in much i[>;reatcr prosperity 
than* he had before. lie also came to Jerusalem, and ollered 
all tlic sacrilices that belonged to him, and omitted nothing 
which the law ret]uired ; on which account he ordained that 
niaiiv of tlie Nazarites should have their heads shorn. And 
lor the ,t^olden chain which iiad been given him by Cains, of 
ojiifil weight with that iron chain wherewith his royal hands had 
been bound, he hung it up within the limits of the temple, over 
the troasiirvjf that it might be a memorial of the severe fate 
lie had lain under, and a testimony ot‘ his change for the better ; 
that it might be a demoii'^tration how the greatest prosperity may 
have a fall, and that Cod sometimes raises up what is fallen 
down: Ibi- tins clnaiii thus dedicated afibrded a document to all 
nun, that king Agrippa had been once bound in a chain for a 
small cause, but recovered his former dignity again ; and a little 
while afterward got out of his bonds, and was advanced to be a 
more illustrious king than he was before. Whence men may 
uiiden^taiul, that all that partake of human nature, how great 
soever they are, may ilill; and that those that fall may gain 
heir foiiner illustrious ilignity again. 

2. And when Agripjia had entirely finished all the duties of 
the divine worship, lu' removed Theophilus, the son of Ananus, 
h'oin the high priesthood, and bestowed that honour of his on 


slxnv^ Uolli lu r.* auJ ctuii. vii. .1. Ir* IurI ii ti'.uih grojitcr 

ot kiojr l. tluin Sinu)i\ tlR* l.'avtR'il \Usr iho \)ooplo ot’ Co- 

Sobasu’, rliap. sii. vect. -U ami ebao. i\. ; vt. 1. ami imliR'd tlnn li's double 
(ialin|r bktwi-in till* sfii. ill* and ('lamliii^, iliap, iv. ‘•eet. tlian Iik slaii^hier of 
• ‘inus, till' brotlu r of Jolm, and liis iinprivonini i)t ot’ Piter, or bis v.ooLlIor’oiis belia- 
^'1‘Mii l)i>iori* be d:ed, both in Arts xii. I, A. and berc, ebap. iv. ‘eel. I. 'vi!i justify 
^'*^4! ’[A* ebaraeler was pii'bably taken from his m>o, Agrippa junior. 

^ t this treasury tbamber seems to have been tb.e very satue in wbieh our Saviour 
of il 1 rojile olVi rctl tbrir ebav'ty u'ouey for tlie repairs or e.tbcr usca 

IvnijMe. Mark xii. *11, iS:c. I. like. XMi. U Ji bn ^iii, 'JO. 
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Simon the son of Botliciis, whoso lunnc was also Cantheras 
whose (laiii’liter kin<i; llcrod married, as I have related above. 
Simon, tlierefoi e, had the [high] priesthood with liis brethren 
and with his lather, in like manner as the sons of Simon, the son 
of Onias, who were tliree, had it formerly under the government 
of the jNIaeedonians, as we have related in a former book. 

3. When the king had settled the high priesthood after this 
manner, he returned the kindness which the inhabitants of 
riisalem had showed him ; for he released them from the tax upon 
houses, every one of which ]>aid it before, thinking it a goo] 
thing to requite the tender alfeetions of those that loved him. 
also made Silas the general of his forces, as a man who had par- 
taken witli him in many of iiis troubles. But after a V( rv 
while, the young men of Doris, preferring a rash att(‘inpt he, 
fore piety, and being naturally bold and insolent, carried a statiK* 
of Ctesar into a synagogue of tlie Jews, and erected it there. 
})rocediire of theirs greatly provoked Agrippa ; tor it })hniily 
tended to (he ilissolntioii of the laws of his country. So lu* caiiie 
without delay to Ihiblius l\‘tronins, who was tla ii president of 
Syria, and accused tin* people of Doris. Nor did lu' h‘ss re^l‘nt 
what was done than did Agrip))a ; lor he judged it a ))iece ot 
impiety to transgress the laws that regulate the actions of nun. 
So he wrote the following letter to the peoples of Doris inaiiMii. 
gry strain : "•' Publius IVtroniiH, tlic* presidcjit under J'ilu ri!i< 
Claudius Cmsar Augustus Cu'rmanieus, to the magisti*;il( < if 
Doris, ordains as follows: Sinei* some of you ha\e had tin* 
boldness, or madness i-ather, after the edict of Claudius Casar 
Augustus (lermanicus, was published, for ])ermilliMg the jews 
to observe (he Jaws of their eouiitrv, not to olxw tin' sniiie, 
liave acted in entire opposition theri*to, as forbiddiitg the Jews 
to assemble together in the synagogii *, by removing C asir’^ 
statue, and setting it up therein, and tle.ieby have olK iided 
not only the Jews, but the emperor hiiiiself, whose* statin' 
more eomiiMnliouslv |)lae(‘d in his own temple, than in a 
“ ibreign om*, wlu-re is tin* place ot‘ assemblitig together; whiJi: 
it is but a })art of natural jiistiee, that, every oin^ should havo 
the power over the place bi-longing p(*euliarly to th(misehVvs 
‘‘ according to the determitiatioii of Caesar; to say nothing al 
my own determination, whit !i it would be ridiculous to meii- 
tion after the emperor's edict, which gives tlm Jews leave to 
‘‘ make use <»( their own eiist(»ms, as also uives order, that tlieV 
enjoy etpially the rights of Jizens with lh(^ Clrei'ks iheinselv^^- 
I tlim’efore ordain, that Proeulus \'iteliiis, tin* eeiiturlon, hrittg 
“ those men to me, who, contrary to Augustus* (diet, have been 
‘‘ so insolent as to do this thing, at which those very men, vyLo 
appear to be of priiicij)al reputation ainotig them, haveati ni' 
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(liquation also, and alle.(rc for tlicinsclvcs, that it was not done 
with their consent, hut by the violence of tlie multitude, that 
it they nii<>'ht give an account of what liath been done. I also 
exhort the principal Jiiagi.strate.s among them, unless they have 
ii mind to have this action esteemed to bo done with their con- 
a sent, to inform the centurion of lliose that were guilty of 
ti it, and take care that no handle be hence taken for raising a 
sedition or quarrel among them ; which those seem to me to 
hunt after, who encourage such doings; while both 1 myself, 

« and king Agrippa, for whom I have the highest honour, have 
“ nothing more muler oiir care, than that llu; inition of the Jews 
a jnay have no occasion given them of getting together under 
the jiretence of avenging ihemstdves, and become liiinidtuous. 

“ And that it may be more publicly known what Augustus 
“ hath resolved about this whole matter, I liave snbjoine(l those 
‘‘edicts whicli he halli lately caused to be jinblished at Alexan- 
“ dria, and which, although they ma}' be well known to all, 
yet did king Agrippa, for whom I have the highest honour, 
“read them at that time before my tribnnak and pleaded that 
“ the Jews might not to be de|.‘rivetl of those rights which Au- 
“ o;iolus had granted them. 1 therefore charge you, that .you 
“do not, for the time to come, seek lor any occasion of scduion 
“ or dislinbejice, but that every one lie allowed to tidlow their 
*’ own religions customs.’^ 

t. Tims (lid Petroiiius take care of this matter that such a 
breach ol ih ‘ law might be corrected, and that no sneli thing 
might be alleinpted afterwards against the Jews. And r.ow 
king Agri[)pa took the [high] prieslhootl away Irom iSinion 
('aiillua’as, and put Jonathan, the son ol'Anaiuis, into it again, 
and owned that he was mon? worthy of that dignity than the 
other. Hut this was not a thing acceptable to him, to recover 
that Ills fornu r dignilv. So he refused it, and said, "‘O king! I 
‘‘ rejoic(^ in the lionour that thou hast lor me, and take it kindly 
that tliou would.', t givi’ me siieh a dignity of thy own ineli- 
nations, although (lod hath judged that 1 am not at all worthy 
ol the liigli priestiiood. 1 am salislied w iih having once put 
‘‘oil the .sacred garments; lor I then put them on alter a more 
‘‘ holy manner, tlian 1 should now receive them again. Rut, if 
‘‘ thou desirest that a person im^re worthy than myself should 
‘‘ have this honourable employment, me h ave to naiiu' thee 
‘^ticli a one. I have a hrotiier that is juire lioni all sin 
‘ against (lod, and of all olleiices against thyself; 1 recommend 
‘‘ him to thee, as one that is fit for this ilignity.’’ So the king 
pleased with tliese words of his, and ])assed by Jonathan, 
pd, according to his brother’s tlcslns ht'stowcd the higlipriest- 
loot! upon Matthias. Nor was it long before Marcus siiccced- 
I tJtroniusj as jircsidcnt of Syria. 
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CHAP. VII. 

Coucrr fling Silas, and on rchat acc -uni it. xcas that Icing Agrip^^^ 
ivcs angrif at aim, JIow Agrippa lagan to cna)wj)ass Jcrusn, 
tarn licit k a licalt ; and idiat ban jits he bcstoived on the inhabit 
tants of Benjfus. 

§ 1. xS ow Silas, tlie general of ihc king’s horse, because he 

luul been faithful to him inuler all his misfortunes, aiul had never 
refused to bo a })artaker with liim in any of his dangers, but 
had oftentimes undergone the most hazardous dtingevs for 
him, was full of assurance, and thought he might expect a 
sort of equality with the king, on account of the firmness of 
the fi'ieiulship ho had showed to him. Accordingly, lie would 
nowhere let the king sit as his superior, and took the like li- 
berty in speaking to him iijioii all occasions; till he became trou- 
blesome to the king, when they were merry together, extolliiur 
himself beyond measure, and oft putting the king in mind of the 
severity he had luulergone, that he might, by way of ostentiiiioii, 
demonstrate what zeal he had showed in his service ; and was 
continually harping upon this string, what ])ains he had takin 
for him, and much enlarged still upon that subject. The repe- 
tition of this so frequently seemed to reproach the king, inso- 
much that he took the ungovernable liberty of talking very ill 
at his hands. For the commemoration of times, w hen men have 
been under ignominv, is bv no means agreeable to them: .’ndlje 
is a very silly man, wdio is perpetually relating to a person wLi.t 
kindness he had done him. At last, therefoie, Silas had m) 
thoroughly provoked tiu; king’s indignation, that he acted lallur 
out of jia^sion than good ctmsideration, and did not onlv turn Si- 
las out of his place, as gem*ral of his hors<‘, but simt him in l)omh 
into his own countrv. But the edge of his anger wore oil’ hv 
length of time, and made roiim fi)r more just reasonings as to 
his judgment about this man, and In? consitlered how' many la- 
bours he had undergone for his sake. So when Agrip})a was 
solemnizing his birtlulay, and he gave, festival entertaimneiils to 
all his subjects, he sent lor Silas on the sudden to be his giic>t. 
But, as he was a very frank man, he thought he had now' a 
liandle given him to be angry; wliich he could not conceal h'oia 
those that came I’or him, but said to them, What honour i> 
‘‘ this the king invites nm to, which I conclude w ill soon he over.'' 
For the king hath not let .ne keep tliose original marks ol tli^’ 
good-w ill 1 bore him, which I oiiee had from liim; hut lie liatk 
})luiulercd me, and that unjustly also. Docs he think, that 1 
‘‘ leave oil’ that liberty of speech, whicli upon the conscioiisn^’-^ 
of tny deserts, I shall use more loudly than before, and shal 
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«« relate how many mis fortunes I have delivered him from ; how 
many labours 1 have undergone for him, whereby I procured 
liiiii delivcrauee and respect ; as a reward for which' I have 
a borne the hardships ol‘ bonds, and a dark ])risoii. I shall 
never lorget this usage. Nay, perhaps, my very soul, when 
it is departed out of the body, will not forget the glorious 
actions 1 did on his account.’' ^ihis was the clamour he 


jnacle, and he ordered the messengers to tell it to the king. So 
he perceived that Silas was incurable in his folly, and still suf- 
fered him to lie in prison. 

2. As for the walls of Jerusalem, that were adjoining to the 
new city [Uez-ctha, J he repaired them at tlie expense of the public, 
and built them w ider in breailth, and higher in altitude ; and he 
liatl made them loo strong for all human power to demolish, un- 
less Marcus, tile then president of Syria, had by letter informed 
Claudius Ciesar of what he w'as doing. And, when Claudius 
liad some suspicion of attempts for innovation, he sent to Agrip- 
pii to leave olf the building of those walls presently. So he 
obeyed ; as not thinking it projier to contradict Claudius. 

5, Now, this king was by nature very beneficent, and liberal 
ill liis gitls, and very ambitious to oblige people with such large 
duiiations ; af d he made himself very illustrious by the many 
ebargeabh^ presents he made them, lie took delight in giving* 
and rejoiced in living with good reputation, lie was not at iiil 
like that llcrod who reigned before him; for that Herod w^as 
ill-natuied, and severe in his punisliments, and had no mercy on 
1 belli tliat he hated ; and every one perceived that he w'as more 
friendly to llu^ Creeks tliaii to the Jews; for he adorned foreign 
cilies willi largo })reseuts in money; with building them baths 
and theatres besiiles ; nay, in some of those places, he erected 
tempies, and porticoes in others ; but he dill not vouchsafe to 
raise one oi' the least edihees in any Jewish city, or make them 
any donation that was worth mentioning. But Agrippa’s tem- 
per was mild, and ecjually liberal to all men. He was humane 
to foreigners, and made them sensible of liis liberality. He was 
in like inaiiner rather of a gentle and compassionate temper. 
Accordingly, he loved to live continually at Jerusalem, and was 


exactly carefyl in tlie observance of the laws of his country. 
He therefore kejit himself entirely pure ; nor did any day pass 
over his heatl without its appointcil sacrifice. 

4. IJow’over, there was a certain man of the Jewisli nation at 
Jerusalem, who ajipeared to ho very accurate in the knowledge 
the law. His nanui was Simon. Tliis man got togetlier an 
ftsseinblyj wdiile tlie king w'us absent at Cesarea, and Inul the 
bisoloiu.e to accii^e liim as not living holily, and that lie might 
jostly he excluded out of the temple, since it bclongcil only to 
III. 33 
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native Jew's. But the general of Agrippa’s army informed him, 
that Simon had made such a speech to the people. So the king 
sent for him ; and, as he was sitting in the theatre, he bid him 
sit down by him, and said to him with a low and gentle voice, 

What is there done in this place that is contrary to the law > 
But he had nothing to say for himself but liegged his pardon. 
So the king was more easily reconciled to him than one could 
have imagined, as esteeming mildness a better quality in a kino 
than anger, and knowing tliat moderation is more becoming in 
great men than passion. So he made Simon a small present 
and dismissed him. 

5. Now, as Agrippa was a great builder in many places, he 
paid a peculiar regard to the people of Berytus ; for he erected 
a theatre for them, superior to many other of that sort, both in 
sumptuousness and elegance, as also an amphitheatre, built a| 
vast expense ; and besides these he built them baths and porti- 
coes, and spared for no cost in any of his edifices to render them 
both handsome and large. He also spent a great deal upon their 
dedication, and exhibited show s upon them, and brought thither 
musicians of all sorts and such as made the most delightrul 
music of the greatest variety. He also showed his magnificence 
upon the theatre, in his great number of gladiators; and there it 
was that he exhibited the several antagonists, in order to please 
the spectators ; no fewer indeed than seven hundred men to light 
with seven hundred other men,^ and allotted all the nuilet’actors 
he had for this exercise, that both the malelactors might receive 
tneir punishment, and that this operation of war might be ii re- 
creation in peace. And thus were these criminals all clcstrojed 
at once. 

CHAP. VIII. 

otAer acts were done by Agrippa until his death : and after 
what manner he died. 

$ 1. W HEN Agrippa had finished what I have above related 

at Berytus, he removed to Tiberius, a city of Galilee, 
he was in great esteem among other kings. Accordingly there 
came to him Antiochus, king of Coniinagena, Sainpsigeramus 
king of Eraesa, and Cotys, who was king of the lesser A nneinaj 
and Polemo, who was king of Pontus, as also Herod his brother, 
who was king of Chalcis. All these he treated witli agreeable 
entertainments, and after an obliging manner, and so to exhibit 
the greatness of his mind, and so as to appear worthy ol those 

• A straTige number of condemned criminals to be under the sentence of death at 
once, no fewer, it seems, than 1 400 ! 
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respects which the king paid to him, by coming thus to see him. 
However, while these kings staid with him, Marcus the presi- 
dent of Syria, came thither. So the king in order to preserve 
that respect that was due to the Romans, went out of the city 
to meet liim, as far as seven furlongs. But this proved to be 
the beginning of a difference between him and Marcus ; for he 
took with him in his chariot those other kings as his assessors. 
But Marcus had a suspicion what the meaning could be of so 
great a friendship of these kings one with another, and did not 
think so close an agreement of so many potentates to be for the 
interest of the Romans. He therefore sent some of his domestics 
to every one of them, and enjoined them to go their ways home 
without farther delay. This was very ill taken by Agrippa, 
who after that became his enemy. And now he took the high 
priesthood away from Matthias, and made Elioneus, the son of 
Canthcras, high priest in his stead. 

2 . Now, when Agrippa had reigned three years all over Ju- 
dea, he came to the city Cesarea, which was formerly called 
Strato’s Tower ; and there he exhibited shows in honour of 
Cicsar, upon his being informed that there was a certain festival 
celebrated to make vows for his safety. At whicli festival, a great 
iiiultitiule was gotten together of the principal persons, and such 
as were of dignity through his province. On the second day of 
which shows he put on a garment made wholly of silver, and of 
a contexture truly wonderl’ul, and came into the theatre early in 
the morning ; at which time the silver of his gai'inent being il- 
luiniiuitcJ by the fresh reflection of the sun's rays upon it, shone 
out after a surprising manner, and was so resplendent as to spread 
a horror over those that looked intently upon him ; and pre- 
sently his flatterers cried out, one from one place, and another 
from another, (though not for his good,) that ‘‘ he was a god 
and they added, “ Be thou merciful to us ; for although we have 
“ hitherto reverenced thee only as a man, yet shall we henceforth 
‘‘ own tliee as superior to mortal nature." Upon this the king 
ilid neither rebuke them, nor reject their impious flattery. But 
as he presently afterwards looked up^ he saw an owl * sitting on 

• We have a rpighly cry made here by some critics as if tlic great Eusebius had on 
purpose falsified tliis account of Josephus as lo make it agree u itli the parallel ac- 
count in the Acts of the Apo^tles ; bccau'HJ the present copies of his citation of it, 
Hist. Eccles. 13. II, ch. x. omit the words — in c^omev i. e. ajt ou7— 

a cirtiiin ro])Cy whicii Josi'plius" present copies retain, and only have the explicatory 
Word i-y-yiXav, or ; as if he meant that ani^cl »i/* the Lord which St. Luke mcn- 
tions as smiting Herod, Acts xii. 23. and not Uiat uni which Josephus called an nm- 
or 7nessttif^er formerly of goodt hui now of bod ?ieu'S, to Agrippa. This accusation 
a somewhat strange one in the case of the great Eusebius, who is known to have 
'0 accurately and faithfully produced a vast number of other ancient records, and 
P ‘•■ticulariy not a few out of our Josephui also, witliout any suspicion of prevariciitioix 
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a certain rope over liis head, and ininiediatol y understood that tliis 
bird was the messenger of ill tidings, as it had once been the riif .s- 
senger of good tidings to him; and fell into the deepest sorrow. 
A severe pain also arose in his belly, and began in a most vio« 
lent manner. He therefore looked upon his friends, and said, 
I, whom ye call a gor/, am commanded j)re.sently to depart 
this life; while Providence thus reproves the lying words ym 
just now said to me; and I, who was by you called im^nortal^ 
am immediately to be hurried away by death. But I am 
“ bound to accept of what Providence allots, as it jdeases God; 
for we have by no means lived ill, but in a splendid and hap- 
py manner,” When he said this, his pain was become vio- 
lent. Accordingly he was carried into the palace, and the ni, 
mour went abroad every wlierc, that he would certainly die in 
a little time. But the multitude presently sat in sackcloth, wiili 
their wives and children after the law of their country, and 
besought God for the king’s recovery. All j)laces were also full 
of mourning and lamentation. Now the king rested in a higli 
chamber, as he saw them below lying prostrate on the ground, 
he could not himself forbear weeping. And when he had hvmi 
quite worn out by the pain in Ids belly for five days, he depart- 
ed this life, being in the fifty-fourth year of his age, and in the 
seventh year of his reign ; for he reigned four years under ( aiiis 
Caesar, three of them were over Philijfs tetrarchy oidy, and on 
the fourth he had that of Herod added to it, and he reigiiod, 
beside those, three years under the reign of Claudius Ciesar. In 
which time he reigned over the forementioned countries, and 
also had Judea added to them, as well as Samaria and Cesarea. 
The revenues that he received out of them were vi'ry great, no 
less than twelve* millions of drachmae. Yet did he borrow 


Now, not to allege how iinceitain we are, whether Josephus’ and Kuseln'us’ copies of 
the fourth centurv « ?ust like the present in iliis clause, which we have no desliiut 
evidence of, ■ ’s, preserved still in Eusebius, will not admit (jf any 

such expositioi. v^says Eusebius) Agrippa j)rest*!itly perc« ived to he 

the * cause of ill to. .. it was once of good fortune to him;” wliicli can only 

belong to that hirfl, llie oaY, whi( li, as it had formerly foreboded his happy del: . erance 
from imprisonment, Antiq. D. XVIII. ch. vi. sect, 7. so was it then foretold to 
prove .afterward ilie unhappy forerunner of Iu> death in five days’ time. If ll'o ini- 
proper words sign fying run.sc, he changed for Joseplius’ proper word ayyiXev, o/i,: /<>** 
rnessev.f'cri and the foregoing word^, — ir. ri>os, he inserted, Eusebius’ 

text will truly represent that in Josephus. Had this imperfectiou hei-ii in som.; 
heathen ttutlior that as in good estieiu with our modern critic^, they would ha - 
readily corrected th« sc as barely errm-s in the coji es ; hut being in an ancient Chris- 
tian writer, not so well relished by n;r;ny rf those critics, nothing will serve hut ti e 
ill grounded supiiosal of n'llfuf conii}.t>>n and }>.<'vnri, ali . 

* This sum of rJ,lX)0,(J<J0 drachimc, whicli is equal to .”,000, OCO shekels i. <’• 
at lOd. a shekel, equal to L 4;j.5,000 bicrling, was Agrippa the Great’s year- 



ANTIQUITIES OE THE JEWS. 


155 


:hap. IX. 


Treat sums from others; for he was so very liberal that his ex- 
)ense.s exceeded liis incomes, and his generosity was boundless.* 
3 . l^ut before the multitude were made acquainted with 
being expired, Herod the king of Cdialcis, and Helcias 
the master ot his horse, and tlie king’s i’ricnd, sent Asisto, one of 
ihc kiiig^^ most faithful servants, and slew Silas, who had been 
their enemy, as if it had been done by the king’s own command. 

CHAP. IX. 


]yh(U things *uocre done after the death of Agrippa ; and how 
Claudius^ on acconnl of the youth and unskiljulncss of Agrippa 
junior^ sent Cuspius Fadus to be procurator of Judea and of 
)he entire kingdom. 


{ 1. thus did king Agrippa depart this life. But he 

left behind liim a son, Agrippa by name, a youth in the seven- 
teenth year of Ids age, and three (laughters; one of whom, 
Bernice, was married to Herod his father’s brother, and was 
sixteen years old ; the other two, Mariamne and Drusilla, 
were still virgins ; the former was ten years old, and Drusilla 
six. Nov/ those his daughters were thus espoused by their fa- 
tlrn*, Mariamne to Julias Archelaus Kpiiihanes, the son of An- 
tioclms, the son of Chelcias, and Drusilla to the king of Comma- 
gena. But when it was known that Agrippa was departed this 
lite, the inhabitants of Cesarea and of Sebastc forgot the kind- 
nesses lie had bestowed on them, and acted the part of the bitter- 
est enemies : lor they cast such reproaches uj)on the deceased as 
are not lit to be spoken of; and so many of them as were then 
soldiers, which were a great number, went to his house, and has- 
tily carried off the statues f of this king’s daughters, and all at 
once carried them into the brothel houses, and, when they had 
^sctthein on the lops of those houses, they abused them to the 
ntmost of tlieir })oucr, and did such things to tliem as are too in- 
fent to be related. 'Hiey also laid themselves down in public 
places and celebrated general ieastings, with garlands on their 


jiy income, or :il)out llircc quarters of liis gramlfather HcrotVs income; he having 
the tax upon liou^vs at .Iciu'.alein, di. vi. sect. a. aiul was not so tyrannical as 
j I)c‘cn to the Jews. See the note on Antiq. U. XVI 1. di. si. sect 4. A 

‘‘•■p Mini this! hilt not, it seems, siiflicient for Iiis cxtr.-wig.mt expenses 
li takes iiotiee here, not iinpropcily; that Josejihus omits ll reeoncilia- 

^*1'^ llcoul Aj»iippi to the Tyrians ami Suionians, hy the mea ot lU.etUE 
^ nietilioned Acts xii. ‘Ji>. Nor is there any ; istory in the 

so complete, as to omit nothin*; that other historians take not :o of, unless 
■ tuketi i 

'tUcs 


I . out of the othrr, and nccominodated to it. 

f.« oiade an extract out of this section, says, 
iheinsi lves, who were thus ha* 


Imt the ladies 1 
I'""- ‘<k!. (TXXXVIII. 


they were not the iU\- 
ely rt' used by the sol- 
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heads, and with ointments and libations to Charon, and drinkino 
to one another for joy that the king was expired. Nay, tJjey 
were not only unmindful of Agrippa, who had extended his li, 
berality to them in abundance, but of his grandfather Herod 
also, Avho had himself rebuilt their cities, and had raised them 
havens and temples at vast expense. 

2. Now Agrippa the son of the deceased, was at Rome, and 
brought up with Claudius Cnesar. And when Caesar was in. 
formed that Agrippa ^vas dead, and that the inhabitants of Se- 
baste and Cesarea had abused him, he was sorry for the first news, 
and was displeased with the ingratitude of those cities. He was 
therefore disposed to send Agrippa junior away presently to suc- 
ceed his father in the kingdom, and was willing to confirm him 
in it by his oath. But those freed men and friends of his, who 
had the greatest aiithorit}’’ with him, dissuaded him from it, and 
said, that it was a dangerous experiment to permit so large a 
kingdom to come under the government of so very young a 
‘‘ mail, and one hardly yet arrived at years of discretion, who 
would not be able to take sufficient care of its administration; 
‘‘ while the wxdght of a kingdom is heavy enough to a grown 
“ man.” So Caesar thought what they said to be reasonable. 
Accordingly he sent Cuspius Fadus to be procurator of Jiulca, 
and of the entire kingdom ; and paid that respect to the deceased, 
as not to introduce Marcus, who had been at variance with him, 
into bis kingdom. But he determined, in the first place, to send 
orders to Fadus, that he should chastise tlie inhabitants of Cesa- 
rea and Sebaste for those abuses they had offered to him that was 
deceased, and their madness towards his daughters that were still 
alive ; and that he should remove that body of soldiers that were 
at Cesarea and Sebaste, with the five regiments, into PoiUus, 
that they might do their miliUiry duty there, and that lie should 
choose an equal number of soldiers out of the llomaii legion?, 
that were in Syria, to sujiply their place. Yet were not those 
that had such orders actually removed ; for by sending ambas- 
sadors to Claudius, they inolified him, and got leave to abide 
in Judea still ; and these w ere the very men that became the 
source of very great calamities to the Jews in after times, and 
sowed the seeds of that war wliich begaa under Florus ; whence 
it was, that when Vespasian had subdued the country, he re- 
moved them out of his province as we shall relate hereafter. 


• This histiwy is now wanting. 
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BOOK XX. 

CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF TWENTY-TWO YEARS. 
[from FADUS the procurator to FLORUS.3 


CHAP. I. 

Ji sedition of the Philadelphians against the Je^s^ and also con^ 
cerning the vestments (f the high priest. 

r 1 . Upon tlie tleath of king Agrippa, which we have relat- 
lii in the foregoing book, Claudius Caesar sent Cassius Longi- 
nus, as successor to Marcus out of regard to the rncniory of 
A^n ippa, who had often desired of Jiirn by letters, while 
he was alive, that he would not sufler Marcus to be any longer 
president of Syria. But Fadus, as soon as he w\as come pro- 
curator into Judea, found cjuarrelsome doings between the Jcavs 
that dwelt in Perea, and the people of Philadelphia, about 
tkir borders, at a village called Mia, that was filled wdth men 
of a warlike temper ; for the Jews of Perea had taken up arms 
kvithoiit the consent of their principal men, and had destroyed 
nany of tin* Philadelphians. When Fadus was informed of 
this procedure, it jirovoked him very nuicli that they had not 
left the determination of the matter to him, it they thought that 
the Philadelphians had done them any wrong, but had rashly 
taken iiji arms against tliem. 80 he seized n[)on three of their 
principal men, wdio were also the causes ot this sedition, and 
ordered them to be bound, raul afterward had one ol them 
slain, whose name was Hannibal, and he Ixinished the other two, 
Ainram and Elcazar. Tholomy also, the arch robber, was, 
after some time, brought to him bound, and slain, but not till 
he had done a w'orld of inischiel to Idumea and the Arabians. 
And indeed, from that time, Judea was cleared ot robberies by 
the care and providence of Fadus. He also at this time sent tor 
the high priests and ilic principal citizens ol Jerusalem, and 
this at the command of the emperor, and admonished them, 
that they should lay up the long garment, and the sacred vest- 
ttK'iu, which it is customary for nobody but the high priest to 
in tlie tower of Antonia, that it might be under the powxr 
the Homans, as it had been formerly. Now^ the Jews durst 
contradict what he had said, but desired Fadus, however, 
^*^d liOiiginus, (which last was come to Jerusalem, and had 



158 antiquities of the jews. Book XX 

brought a great army Avitli him, out t)f a Ibar tliat I lie 
injiinciions of Fadiis slioiiki force tiie Jews to rebel, that tlicy 
miglit, ill the lirst ]ilace, have leave to send ambassadors 
Ca\sar, to petition hiin that they may have the holy veslnuiit 
under their own power, and that in tlie next place, they wou^ 
tarry till they knew what answer Claudius would give to that 
their reque.^t. So they replied, that they would give them leave 
to send their ambassadors, provided tliey would give them their 
sons as pledges [for their {leaceable behaviour.] And when they 
had agreed so to do, and had given them the jiledges they de. 
sired, the ambassadors were sent accordingly. But when, upon 
their coming to Home, Agrijipa junior, the son of the deceas'd 
understood the reason why they came, (for he dwelt with Clau- 
dius Cxesar, as we said belbre,) he besought Caesar to grant the 
Jews their ret|uest about the holy vestments, and to send a mes- 
sage to Fad us accordingly. 

2. Ilereupoii Claudius called for the ambassadors, and told 
them, that “ he granted their request and bade them to re- 
turn tlieir thanks to Agripjia for this favour wliich had been 
bestowed on theni ujioii this entreaty. And, besides these an- 
swers of his he sent the following letter by them : Claudius 

‘‘ Caesar, Germaiiicus, tribune of tlie jieople the lilth time, and 
“ designed consul tlie fourth time, and iinperator the lentli time, 
the lather of his country, to the magistrates, senate, and 
people, and the whole nation of the Jews, sendeth gietting. 
Ujion the presentation of your ainbassailors to mo by Agi ippa, 

‘‘ my friend, whom I have brought up, and have now with i*.*, 
and who is a jiersoii of very great ])iety, who are comet() t>ive 
me thanks for the care I have taken ot ytnir nation, and Id cji- 
treat me, in an earnest and oblitriiitr maimer, that they mav 
have the holy vestments, with the ciown belonging to them, 
‘‘under their power; 1 grant their letjiiesl, as that excellent 
“ person \’itclliiis, who is very dear to me, had done belbre me. 

“ And 1 have com{)lied with your desire-, in the first jihice, out 
“ of regard to that piety which I prol’ess, and because I would 
“ have every one wtir.shi]) (iod liccording to tlu^ laws ol then 
“ own country ; and this I do aUo because I shall hereby liii^hlv 
“ gratily king lie-rod, and Agrippa junior, whose .sacred re/^nah 
“ to me, and earnest gi>od-will to you, I am well acquainted witli, 

“ and with whom I Jiave the greatest 1‘riendship, and wliom 
“ liighly esteem, and lo(;k on as jier.sons of the best cliunictti. 

“ Now I Jiave wikten ab* ut these alliilrs to C'usjiius ladus^’O 
“ procurator. The name., oftlu.se that brought me yonr 
“ arc*, Corneliii.s, tiie son of C’ero, Trypho, the son oi 
“ Dorotheus, the son of Nathaniel, and John, the son ol Jo m- 
“ Thi.s was dated before the Iburtli of tlie kalends of Jul)? '' 

“ Bufus and P*jinpein«; Sylvanus wore cotisiils.’’ 
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3. Herod also, the brother of the deceased Agrippa, who was 
then possessed ot the royal authority over Chaleis, petitioned 
CJaudiu'^ Caesar for the authority over the teni])lc, and the 
money ol the sacred treasure, and the choice of the high priests, 
;iiu] obtained all tliat he ])etitioncd for. So that alter tliat time 
lliis authority continued" among all his descendants till the end 
of the war. Accordingly Herod removed the hast high priest, 
railed Ccintheras^ and bestowed that dignity on his successor Jo- 
seph, the son of Chun us. 


(dJAP. II. 


J-lni) Helena the qneen of Adiabene^ and her iion Izates^ embraced 
the Jercish reIi<Aon ; and luree Helena supplied the poor icith 
corn, lehen there ^CY^s‘ a preat /'amine at tferusalem. 

^ 1. iVnouT this time it was that Helena, queen of Adiabene, 
ami her son Izales, clianged tlu'ir course of ilf(‘, and embraced 
the Jewish customs, and ibis on the oeeasion following : MoiU)- 
baziis, the king of Adii'l)ene, who had also the nmne of j^azeus, 
fell in love with hi^ bVAev I lelena, ::nd took hei; to be his wife, 
and he iat lier w'ith child. Put ;is he was in Vh (1 with her one 
iiitihi, he laid his hand unon ills w it‘e’s belly, ai.il fell asleep, 
and '( '.‘lin'd to hear a voice, wliich l ade him talo- his hand olV hi" 
wile’s h' lly, and not hurl the infmi that was theia in, which, 
hy (i(d'.s pnnidence, wouhi be safely born, .and hav(' a happy 
end. This voice put him inti) disorder: so In.^ awaked im- 
niedi.il-alv, and told the .4(ny to his wife; and when his ‘'^oii was 
born. !:<; called him Izafis. 1 h' had indet'd ?donoba/ai,s, his 
elder rii'.'ilhcr, by Helena aho, a^; he had (Mhc'r ons by other 
wives I'.e-ades, ^'et did he openly place' all his a.liections on this 
lii'5 onh. i)eg()llen f son I/.atcs, which was the (>i igni ol tliat envy, 
vdiicli on this account they haO'd him moVv and more, and were 
nil under great allliction tliat llu ir father .siionld j^reter Izales be- 
lere .all them. Now alihoiigli tlieir iiither wa.s very sensible ol 
tlu.'S( their pas.dnni", yet did la- f n-give tlu-m, as not indulging 
diose pa.s-^ions om of an ill di^po 'nion, but out of a desire each 
ol llieni leul to be beloved bv tliei*/ lather. However, he sent 


* IKti* is soino frror in tlu' copies, ' i- ini'.t.il- e In Josephus ; I'or the p.^wer ot ;ip- 
poiiilm^ hij^h pin .is. ;iin r Ileroii kui;: of Cli.iu is w :is deail. :nul ALTOpp;*? junior. 

in.Kic* km^ of Chaleis in i:;" room, !n*l«)n^etl to him. anJ lie i'\erei^ed the same 
-‘'1 till Jern'.akin w.is (leRiroyetf r** Josephus i Isesvhero in forint u>, eli. viii. 

^,11. eh. ix. seel. 1, I, a, 7. 

+ .losephns here uses tl;o word ^:vjy£.», an -Mh/ te-e/Zi’/j son, lor no other than one 
' ' k”, !(', </, tvs doi-i ho'di till' i>ld and T- •-tament. 1 mean whore tl'.ere were one 

nice sous besides, (Ion. xvii. Ileh. \?. 17. See the note on U. I. eh. xiii. 
t. I. 

'■M,. III. 33 


\ 
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I'3ates with many presents, to Abenncrig, the king of Charax- 
Spasini, and that out of the great dread he was in about him, 
he should come to some misfortune by the hatred his bretliren 
bore him; and he committed his son’s preservation to hiiyj 
Upon which Abenncrig gladly received the young man, and 
liad a great aflection for him, and married him to his envn 
daugliter, whose name w^as Samacha : he also bestowed a conn. 
ti’V upon liim, from which he received large revenues. 

2, But wlien Monobazus was grown ol(l, and saw' that Ih; 
but a little time to live, he had a mind to come to the siglit m 
his son before he died. 8o he sent for liiin, ami embraced Idm 
alter the most affectionate manner, and bestowed on him tlie 
country called Carrm ; it was a soil that bare ammominiiin 
great })Ienty : there are also in it the remains of that ark, wln rts 
in it is related that Noah escaped the deluge, and where tlicy 
are still shown to such are as desirous to s(‘e them.* Acconl- 
ingly Izates abode in that country until liis latlier’s dealli. lint 
the very day that Monobazus died, (jiieeii Helena sent for all 
the grandees, and govi riiors of the kingdom, and for those that 
had the armies coimuilted to their command : and wla n they 
were come, s'he made the following s])e(H‘h to them; 1 believe 
you are not iinaecjuaintcd that iny husband was desirous I/aies 
should succeed him in llie government, and thought hlmwor- 
thy so to ilo. However, I wait your deterininaticm ; I’orliai'.py 
is he who receives a kingdom not from a single person oiilv, 
but from the willing suffrages of a gn'ut many.” i'his she said 
in order to try those that were invited, and to discover tlu ir serli- 
incuts. TJjion the hearing of whicli, they first of’ all paid llieir 
homage to the (jneen, as their custom was, and tlien they slid. 
That, they coii/irnied tlu' king’s dcterminalion, and would 
submit to it; and they n joiced that Izalts’ lather liad nrclLi* 
red him belbi e the rest (U his brelhrt-n, as being agreeable lo 
all their wi.^hes : but that tiny were desirous first of all toiday 
his brethren and kinsmen, that so the govei’iimenl miglil coiuc 
securely lo Izates ; because if they win* onet,' d( stroved, all that 
fear would be over which might arise from their hatred aiul 
‘‘envy to him.” i lelena r(‘nli(‘d to tins, 'J’hat “ sht* I’tlunied 
“ them her thanks for liielr f indness lo heiseli’, and to ]zule>; 
“ but desired that tlu v would htjwewer defer the execution 
“ of this slaughter of izat< s' brt thn n till he should he there 
“ himself, ami give hi - appnibalion to it.” So, since these men 
had not prevailed with r, iliey advised her to slay tlaan, 

they exhorted her at least to keej) them in bonds till he should 

• It ! l.tTf vrry rcmarkaMe, fliat flic of No.ili’s ark wore lK'lie\C'(l to t’*' 

trtili in in ili^? »lay> of* Joscpfius. Hee llii* uoU- on U. I. cli. s’, 
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foine, and that for their own security ; they also gave her coun- 
sel to set lip some one whom she should put the greatest trust in, 
;is a governor of tlic kingdom in the mean lime. So queen Ile- 
leiui complied with this counsel of theirs, and set up Monobazus, 
the eldest son, to be king, and put the diailem upon his head, 
iiiiil gave him his father’s ring, with its signet; as also the orna- 
inont wliieli they call Scnnpscr, and exhorted him to administer 
the affairs of the kingdom till his brother should come; who 
taiae' suddenly u})on hearing that his father was dead, and suc- 
ooeded his brother Monobazus, who resigned up the government 
to him. 

Now, during the time Izates abode at Charax-Spasini, a 
certain Jewish merchant, whose name was Ananias, got among 
the Aveauen that belonged to the king, and taught them to wor- 
sliip Ch)d according to the Jewi>h religion. He, moreover, by 
ihcir means, became known to Izates, and persuadt^d him, in 
like luaiiner to embrace that religion ; be also, at the earnest 
entreaty of Izates, accom])anied him when he was sent for by 
!iis lather to come to Adiabene; it also happened that Helena, 
about the sruno tiini', was instructed by a certviin other Jew, and 
went over to them. Ihit, when Izates had taken the kingdom, 
and was come to Adialxuie, and there saw his brethren, and 
otiiL'r kinsmen in bonds, he was <li>,pleased at it ; and as be 
tlioniiht it an iii'^tance of imjiiety either to slay or imprison them, 
blit still thought it a hazardous thing lor to let them have their 
llbcriv v\ilh the remendirancc of the injuries that bad been 
olibrcd tin 111 , he sent some of them and their children fur host- 
ages to Heine, to C Jandiiis C^e^al^ and sent the others to Arta- 
baiui". the king of Partliia, with the like intentions. 

1. >\iul when he jK-rceivt'd tliat his mother was highly pleas- 
ed Aviili llie Jewish ciistoms, Ihj made haste to change, and to 
einliracc (hem entirely : and, as he sn})posc<l that he could not be 
thoroii-ldy a Jew unless lie were circumciscHl, lie was ready to 
iiave it done. lint, when his motlier understood what he was 
about, she endeavoured to hinder liim from doing it, and said to 
bini, tliat “■ this thing would bring him into ilangcr, and that, as 
“ he Avas a king, be Avoidd thereby bring himself into great 
‘‘ odium among his subjects, wlu ii they should understand that 
he Avas so loud A)f riles tliat were to them strange aiul Ibreign ; 
“ and that they woulii nc;ver bear to be ruled over by a Jew.’’ 
This it was that slie said to Irm, and for the present peisuaded 
him to I'orheai . Ami AA beii be liad related what she liad said to 
^biainas, be confirmed what Ids mother liad said, and when he 

also threatened tt) leave him, unless he complied with 1dm, 
hti went away from 1dm, and said, that “ he was alVaid lest such 
iiti action being once made public to all, be should himself 



162 OF THE JEWS. Book XX. 

be ill danger of punishment, ibr having been the occasion of 
it, and having been the king’s instructor in actions tliat were 
of ill reputation ; and he said, that he might worship Chxl 
without being circumcis>ed, even though he did resolve to fol, 
low the Jewish law entirely, which worship ol’ God was of a 
superior nature to circumcision. He added, tliat God would 
forgive him, though he did not perform the operation, while 
it was omitted out of necessity, and for fear of his subjecls.’' 
So the king at tliat time complied w'ith these persuasion^ o| 
Ananias. But afterw ards, as he had not ([uite left off his dt^iia. 
of doing this thing, a certain other Jew that come out of Galijoc, 
whose name was Elea/ar, and wdio was esteeiiieil very skill'ul in 
the learning of his country, j)ei suadeii him to ilo the thing; foi- 
as he entered into his palace to salute him, and found him read- 
ing the law of Closes, he said to him, 'idiou dost not considei-. 
‘‘ O king ! that thou unjustly breakest the ])rin(‘i|)al ol‘ thovc 
“ law's, and art injurious to God himsell* | t)y omitting to iu) tir- 
cuincisctl ;] lor thou oughlti>t not uidy io read them, but cliiL(]y 
to practise wlial they enjoin thee. Ilow long* wilt lima ct)U*- 
“ tinue unciicuincised y But, if thou liasl not yet read the law 
“ about circiimci>ion, ami tlo^l not know* how great impii.tv thou 
‘‘ art guilty of by ncgleciing it, read il mnv.” Wdieii t!ic Isiiiu' 
had heard what In.' said, he didayod tin: thing no lo.Mger, hai rt*- 
tired to another roi)ai, ami vni i'or a surgeon, and did wliai la 
was commanded to do. lie then sent tor hi-) mother, and An:' 
nias his tutor, and inlonned them that he had doiui the tiling 
upon which they wc-ie |)resently struck w illi a^^LonisImient ai '! 
fear, aiul that to a great degree, h. ilie. thing- should he opeiiK 
discovered and censured, ami the king slumld h.-i/aril llu-‘ ites e! 
liis kingdom, while his suhjeu^ would not liear to be govia'iioi 
by a man who was so /eahnis in mu/lher reti; 4 iv;n ; and lest ihtv 
should theiiiselves run some haz:ird, bv cause tliev wouhl h-e iin- 
posed the occasion oi his so chfiig. But it was God * hiiii' ii 
who hindered what ihev Hared irom takiii ,:; ell’ct; thr iia | la* 
served both I/ates liim.^elf, and liis ^ons wlu n they fell into ii-aiiy 
dangers, and procured their deiiv<'rance wdieii it seeiiu.il lu Ik' 
impossible, and demonstrated dien In*, t lial, the fruit oi* piety 
not perish as to tlujse lii.iL have regard to him, and fix their laitl‘ 
upon him only. Ihit thv.se evmUs w'e shall relate liereallci. 

5. Blit as to 1 Jeleji,., die icing’s mo'tliej-, wlnai she saw* tliiit the 
affairs of ! /.ates’ kingtiom warv in peace, and that her soiMV‘b 
a hap[)y man, and adiuin .l among all men, and even amongh^' 

* J<»scph«s is very r-ill ;inn expn .^ in fhrv.e rljaj'U r'^, iii. iv. a’xl 
»ervin;» how tirreriilly Uivin,' Ihov id'. Jiee jnv .vrved tins Izatvs, kin.-; “f 
and his *>on5^ while h * did uiiat hv thouxla w ‘s In's houndeii duty, iiotwithaaoxirs 
ltj« stiongc'.i motives to ti». vimlrary. 
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yei<niers by the means of God’s providence over hinri, she had 
^ mind to fijo to the city Jerusalem, in order to worship at that 
temple* of God which was so very famous among all men, and 
to her thank-offerings there. So she desinid her .son to give 
lier leave to go thither : iijum which he gave his con.sent to what 
^he desired very willingly, and made great })reparations for her 
dismission, and gave her a great deal of money, and she went 
down to the city Jerusalem, her son conducting her on her jour- 
,]ev g'i‘t‘at Avay. Now her coming was of very great advantage 
to the j)eo|)le of Jerusalem, for whereas a liimine did oppress them 
•it that time, and many ])eople died for want of what was neces- 
sarv to ju ocure food withal, (jueen Helena sent some of her ser- 
vaiits to Alexandria with money to buy a great (piantity of corn, 
and others of them to C-vprus, to bring a cargo of dried figs. 
And as soon a.s lluiy were c(>me back, and had brought those j)ro- 
vbions, which was done very (juickly, she distriliuled Ibod to 
those tlmt were in want of it, and left a most excellent memo- 
rial i)ehit’d her of this beiu faction, which slie bestowv'd (;n our 
wholt'iiation. And wh'-ii licr sou Izales was informed of this 
t'auiine, he sent grisit sums of money to tiie })rineipal men in 
.h i usah'in. 1 low evm*, v. hat tavours this king and (jinaai c<mier- 
red ii])on our city Jerusalem, shall be finher related hereafter.' 

CHAP. HI. 

A)lii!>anu$^ Ihn king of Parf/iin^ out f;f J't'ar of the secret 
avilcn (Hires e/ his snhjeds ago.insi hiuH \<ent to hotes, and 
l>if him )'einst(ited iti his government ; as (dso /nne liardanes^ 
tiiss)!}^ denonnct'd ‘lear ag(ti}i>t Izutes. 

■\ 1. Btrr now Ai tabanus, king of the Parthians, perceiving 
that tlui governors of lh<‘ provinces hail iramed a plot against 
/liiii, dill not ihiisk it safe lor him to eontinee among- them, but 
rcM)lveil to go lo I/ates. in hojies of linding* some way tor his 
])i'('>crvalion liy his nusuis, and if po-sdile, lor liis reunn to his 
own doiuinions. So he came to I/.ates, and brought a tltonstuul 
ot Ills kindred and servanis with him, and met him upon the 
toad, while lie well knew Izatc., but I/.ates did not know 

• Tl’.is farther account of the liciuHT.vctliMis of Tz.Ucs and IKlcn.'i to the .Tcnisalcni 
‘ 'vhiih Josi. jdnis here jiroiniscs i';, I itiink. nov\ here nei formed li) him m fds 
at works. ]tut of this toirihlr f 'inir.i itself in Judea, take l)r- IluJ'-on’s note 
ure; “ 1 liis (says he) is that f.nnino fmetold l»y Aj^al^is, Acts x'liieh hap- 

IK'iiod when Claudios was ct)nsu! the fourth time ; and not that otlu-r wiiich liap- 
■ „ yell'll Claudius was coTn>ul the second time, and (\vsina wa^ his collea^-C, 
/IS Seal i^fur says upon Kuseliius, p. ITI,’ N iw, wh.en Jose[)!ii:s h.Til^-aid a little 
t'li, sect. e. that “ TilMMius A!, ^a.-der sueeeeileil Cti'i'ins hailiits as pro* 
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him. When Artabanus stood near him, and, in the first place 
worshipped him, according to the custom, he then said to liin/ 
O king ! do not thou overlook me thy servant, nor do 
proudly reject the suit I make tliee : tor, as I arn reduced to 
a low estate, by the change of fortune, and of a king am 
come a })rivate man, I stand in need of thy assistance. 
regard, thereforts unto the uncertainty of fortune, and est(?( ia 
‘‘ the care thou slialt take of me to be taken of tliyself also ; for 
if I be neglected, and my subjects go off unpimislied, maiiv 
other subjects will become the more insolent towards oilier 
kings also.’’ And this speech Artabanus made with tears in 
liis eyes, and with a dejected countenance. Now as soon 
Izates lu'ard Artabanus’ names, and saw him stand as a sup- 
plicant belbre him, he leaped down from his horse iimnediati lv 
and said to him, “ 'lake courage, O king ! nor be disturbed at 
thy present caiamity, as if it were incurable; for the clinrio’e 
of tliy sad condition shall be sudden, for thou shalt find nie 
to be more tiiy friend and thy assistant than thy hopes can 
promise thee ; for I will either re-establish thee in the kiii<r- 
‘‘ dom of Parthia, or lose my own.” 

2. When he had said this, he set Artabanus upon his horse, 
and followed him on foot, in honour of a king whom he owned, 
as greater than himself; whieli, when Artabanus saw, lie was 
very uneasy at it, and swore by his present liirtime and honour, 
that he would get down IVoin his horse, unless Izates would irK 
upon his horse again, and go before liim. So be eoiuplicd with 
his desire, and leapetl upon his horse : and when he had brouoiil 
him to his royal palace, he showed him all sorts ol’ respect, wlieii 
they sat together, and he gave him the iijiper place at festivals 
also, as regarding nut iiis present ti)i tune, but his former dig- 
nitv, and tiiat upon this consideration also, that the changi^ ot 
fortune are common to all men. I le also wrote to the Partliiaiis, 
to persuade them to receive Artabanus again ; and gave tliciii 
his right hand and his faith, that he slionld liirget what was {);ht 
and done, and that he would undertake lor this as a mediator 
between tliem. Now the Barthians did not tlKunselves re- 
fuse to receive Iiiiii again, but pleaded that it was not now in 

curator,” he irniiKwlIrvti ly suhjoms, tiial “ un<ler procurators there luipiniied 

«a great lamine i:i Judea. ’ Wij-rjie it is plain that tliis ianiine tatiuiminl I’or 
many years o!» account of its di.niiori under these tveo procurators. l.idius 

was not sent loto Judea till i!jl death of king Agrippa, /. c. tiuvards tlieidter 

end of the ddi year of ( lamiiu.s ; .o (hat tliis faininu foretold hy Agahus, 
upon the .'^th, fith, aiul 7di years ol Clandins, as says Valerius on Kuseh. H* 

Of this famine also, and (juten Helena’s supplies, and her momunent, see Moses *0 ' 

onetisis, p. 141, I 'iJ. where it is observed in tlie notes, that Tausanias mentions 

monumodt also. 
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tljeir power so to do : because they had committed the govern- 
iiieiit to another person, who liad accepted of it, and whose 
name was Cirinamus, and that they were afraid lest a civil w^ar 
viliould arise on this account. When Cirinamus understood 
their intentions, he wrote to Artabanus, liimsclt, for he had been 
brought up by him, and was of a nature good and gentle also, 
niul desired him to ])ut confidence in him, and to come and 
take his own dominions again. Accordingly Artabanus trusted 
]hiii, and retiirneil home ; when Cinnamus met him, worshipped 
him, and saluted him as a king, aiul to(',k the diadem olf his 
own head, and put it on tlic head of Artabanus. 

3, And thus was Artabanus restored to his kingdom again 
by the means of Izates, when he had lost it by the means of the 
jrraiidees of the kingdom. Nor was he urimiiulfnl of the iiene- 
fits he had conferred upon liim, but rewarded him with such 
honuius as wore of greatest esteem among them; for he gave 
liini leave to wear his tiara upright, * and to sleep upon a golden 
hell, which are privileges and marks of honour peculiar to the 
kings of Pari Ilia. 1 le also cut olV a large and fruithil country 
from the king of Armenia, and l)e:>low(*d it u])on him. The 
name of (h(! country is Nisii>is, wherein the Macedonians liad 
formerlv built that city which they called Antioch of ■Mygdoiiia. 
And tliC'ii.' were the lioiionrs that were paid Izates by the king of 
the Purl Ilians. 

[. But in no long time, Artabanus died, and left his kingdom 
to his sen IhirdaiU's. Now this Pairdanes cainii to 1/ates, and 
would have persuaded him to join him with his army, and to as- 
sist him in the war he was iireparing to make witli the Uomans, 
but he eonld not jirevail with him. I’or Izates so well knew 
tl'.c strength and goial Ibrluneoi the liomaiis, that ho took Bar- 
ihiiU's to att( nipt what was iiiijHissible to be done ; and liaving 
besides sent his sons, live in number, and they luit young also, 
to leiiiii accuralel V the language ot our natiini, together witli our 
learning, as well as he Inul sent his mother to worship at our 
teiii})le, as 1 have said alrtuidv, was the more backward to a eom- 
fliaiice; and restrained Banianes, telling him perjietiially of the 
.irniies and fiinous actions ol the Homans, and thought 
tberehy to terrify him, and desirei! theriby to liiiuler him Ircun 
dial expedition. But the Parthian king was ]n’oM)k<'d at lliis 
lbs heliavionr, tnid denounced war iiiiiiK‘dialely against Izates, 
^^‘tdid he gain no advaiitagi^ bv this war, lx can've* Cioil cut off 
‘bi bis hopes therein; for the Ikirlhiaiis, [lercoiving Bardaiics’ 

. . pnviU'jri* of wi.'irinjr tlu' tiara uprij^til, or with tho tip of the cone troct, 

h t'ave la cii of old peculiar to (i^rcal) kings, lioin Xenophon and others, as 

llu'lson obsorvcb here. 
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intentions, and how he had deteiTiiined to make war with i}j^ 
Romans, slew him, and gave liis kingdom to his brother Ootar. 
zes. I le also, in no long time peri.^hed by a })lot made agaiji.si 
him, and Vologases, liis brother, siUTi?edetl him, who eominitUaj 
two ot his provinces to two of his brothers, by the same latliep 
that of tlie iVIedes to the elder, Pacorus, and Armenia to the 
y o tin go r, Ti r i d a t e s . 

CHAP. IV. 


IIoTO Iza/t's u7/.v btir(ii/al bif hh axim subjects^ and fought against 
bj/ the Arabians : and hoxz Izates^ bif the prox^idcncc of (}r.^i 
xvas delivered out of their hands. 


§ 1. is- ()\v when the king’s brother, Monobazus, and hisoihe]- 

kindred, saw how l/ates, by his piety to Cod, was btCDiiic 
greatly esteemed by all men, they also hail a desire toli avetljc 
religion of tlieir country, aiul to embrace the ciislouis ot thu 
Jews; but that act ot' theirs was discovenal by Izalts’ siilijccb. 
Whereiip'm the grandees were inncli dis|)lea‘s(‘d, and eouM nui 
contain llicir anger at iliem: but had an intention, wiu n tiny 
should lind a propia* opportunity, to inilict a punishiia iU upon 
them. Accordingly, ihew wrote to Abia, king (d the Anihiiuix 
and })roinisL'd him great sums of money, it he would iiiaki; 
an expedition against dieir king : and tliey lai iher pi-omised 
that on the iir-t onset tliey would desert llieir king, bcrail^u 
they were dedrous to panisb liim, by reason of the hatred h, 
jiad to tin ir religious wi)rsl)ip: then they oliliged theinselvis, by 
oaths, to ije liiahiul to latli odier, and ile^iied that he ueiilvi 


make haste in th)> d^ ^igii. Tlie king ol Arabia complied w:lii 
tlii'ir de'^ires, and briiught a great army into the lii ld, and 
inarehed against J/ates; and, in the beginning ol llic liist 
onset, and before they came to do.o light, tho-^e gramk es, il 
they had a panic terror ujioii them, all deserteil 1/aites, as tin) 
hacl agieed to do, am!, turning their backs upon their eiieinie.’, 
ran away. Vet w’as not Izates vlismayed at lids; but when iio 
undcr-tood that tlu‘ grandees had betrayed Jdm, he also retired 


into liis camp, and maii** iiivjuirv Into tin*, matter ; ami as suaii m 
he knew who they were dial made this con>j)ii'ac:y with the 
king ol Arabia, he cut oil thosi! that were toimd guilty; 
reiiew'ing the fight on the next day, he slew the grtatest pnUet 
his enemies, and foi'cril ei the rest to betake theinselves tn 
flight. lie also jiursuvd tlu/ir king, and di’ovc; him inl<> •• 
tress called Arsari'is. and, followingon the si('ge vigoi*on-l}> 
t(»ok that ioi'tress. And, when he had plundered it ol all t't 
prey that wa ^ in it, which was not small, he leturneil to > ^ 
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belie; Abia alive ; because, when he found 

biniself encompassed on every side, he slew himself. 

2. But although the grandees of Adiabene had failed in their 
first attempt, as being delivered up by God into their king’s 
haiidsj yet would they not even then be quiet, but wrote again 
to Vologases, who was tlien king of Parthia, and desired that 
he woultl kill Izates, and set over them some other potentate, 
^vho should be of a Parthian family; for they said, That “they 
“ hated their own king for abrogating the laws of their fore- 
“ fathers, and embracing Ibri^igii customs.” When the king of 
parlhiii heard this, he boldly made war upon Izates ; and he had 
just pretence ibr ibis war: he sent to him, and demanded back 
these honourable privileges, which had been bestowed on him by 
his father, and threatened on his refusal, to make war upon 
him. Upon hearing of this, Izates was under no small trouble 
of mind, as thinking it would be a reproach upon him to ap- 
pear to resign those privileges that had been beslowxd upon him, 
out of cowardice; yet, because be knew, that though the king of 
Parthia should receive back llu^se lionours, yet would he not be 
(jiiiet, he resolved to commit himself to God, bis protector, in 
the present danger be was in of his life : and as lie esteemed 
him to bo liis princi[)al assistant, be intrusted his children and 
his wives to a very strong fortress, and laid up liis corn in liis 
citadels, and set the hay and the grass on lire. And when he 
had thus pat things in order, as well as be could, he awaited 
the coming of the enemy. And when the king of Parthia was 
come with a great army of footmen ami liorsemen, w hich be 
(lid sooner than was expected, (for he marched in great Jiaste,) 
mul had cast up a bank at the river that pai ted Adiabene from 
Media; Izates also pitched bis camp not iiir odi having with 
him six thousand horsemen. But there came a messenger to 
Izates, sent by the king of Parthia, who told him, “ How large 
“ his dominions were, as reaching from the river Euphrates to 
“ Bactria, and cniiinerated that king’s subjects: he also ihreaten- 
“ eel him, that he should be puuislu‘d, as a person ungrateful to 
“his lords; and said, that the God whom he worsbi})ped could 
“ not deliver him of the king’s liands.” When the messenger 
had delivered tliis bis messagt*, Izates replied, That “ he knew 
“ the king of Parthia’s power was much greater than Ids own; 
“ but that he knew^ also that Ciod w as much more powerlul 
“than all men.” And when be had returned him this answer, 
betook himself to make suppbeatioiP to God, and threw 

mourning, nncl fisting, and praying, nsed by Iz'ites, "ith prostration of his 
a «'s1k>s upon hib lii’ad, are plain signs tliat he was become either a Jew, or 

^^“***^ Christian, who indeed tbOeretl not niiicli IVnin proper Jews, see chap. vi. 
rj ' ^ However, his svipplic.itions were heard, and he was providentially delivered 
^hat imminent danger he was in. 

JU. 
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himself upon the ground, and put ashes ui)on his head, in 
timony of his confusion, and fasted, together with his wives ancj 
children. When he called upon God, and said, ‘‘ O Lord and 
Governor, if I have not in vain committed myself to tliy 
“ goodness, but have justly determined that thou only art tlie 
‘‘ Lord and principal of all beings, come now to my assistance 
‘‘ and defend me from my enemies, not only on my own account 
“ but on account of their insolent behaviour with regard to tliy 
power, while they have not feared to lift up their j)roud and 
arrogant tongue agtiinst thee.'’ Thus did he lament and be. 
moan himself, with tears in his eyes; whereupon God hoard his 
prayer. And immediately, that very night, Vologases received 
letters, the contents of which were these, that a great band of 
Dallas and Salue, despising him, now he was gone so long a jour, 
iiey from home, had made an e'':pcdition, and laid Parthiauaste* 
so that he [was Ibrced to] retire back, without doing any tliiinr. 
And thus it was that Izates escaped the threatenings of the Par- 
thians, by the providence of God. 

3. It was not long ere Izates died, when lie had completed 
fifty-five years of his life, and had ruled liis kingdom twoniv. 
four years. He left behind him twenty-four sons and twenty- 
four daughters. However, he gave order that liis brother Mo- 
nobazus should succeed in the government, thereby requiting 
him, because, while he was himself absent after their lather's 
death, he had faithfully preserved the government lor him. But 
when Helena, his mother, heard of her son's death, she was in 
great heaviness, as was but natural upon her loss of such a nio>t 
dutiful son ; yet was it a comfort to her, that she heard the 
succession came to her eldest son. Accordingly she went to him 
in haste, and when she was come into Adiabene, she did not long 
outlive her son I/ates. But jMonobazus sent her hones, as wdi 
as those of Izates, his brotlier, to Jerusalem, and gave order that 
they should be buried at the pyranuds^ which their mollior had 
erected ; they were three in number, and distant more than three 
furlongs from the city .Jerusalem. But I'or the actions of Mo- 
nobazus the king, which he had during the rest of his life, "C 
will relate them hercaftcTvf 


These pyramids or pdlarx, trertid by Helena, queen ot‘ Adiabene, i 
lem, three in number, are n ..tioiud by Eueebius, in liis Kcckt. Hist. H. I- rl’* *“ 
for which Dr. Hudson refiT ns lo \'alesws* notes upon that place. They at® 
mentioned hy Pausanius, a., hath been already noted, chap. ii. sect. 0, Ueland guP**®* 
that that now called Msaht ’* vUUtr may be one of them, 
f This account ia now wai iting. 
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CHAP. V. 

onccrnhig Theudas^ and the sons of Judas the Galilean ; as also 
xJicit calamiUj Jell upon the Jexvs on the day of the Passover', 

1. ow it came to j)ass, while Fadiis was procurator of 
idea, that a ccM’taiii magician, who.se name w'as Tlieiidas,* 
Libiiatled a great pait ol* the })eople to take their dlects with 
leii), and follow him to the river Jordan ; for he told lliem he 
as a prophet, and that he would, hy hi.s own command, divide 

10 river, and all'ord them an easy passage over it : and many 
ere deluded by his words. However, Fadus did not permit 
lein to make any advantage of his wild attcmjit, but sent a 
•oop of horsemen out against them: who, falling upon them 
nexpcctedly, slew many of tliem, and took many of them alive, 
.'hey also took Theiidas alive, and cut olT Ids head, and carried 

to Jerusalem. This wa.s what befell the Jews in the time of 
aisiiius Fadu.s’ goveinment. 

2. Then came T'iberiu.s Alexander as successor to Fadus; he 
,’as the son of Alexander the alabarch of Alexandria, which 
Alexander was a ])rincipal person among all his contemporaries, 
loth i'ur his landly and wealth : lie was idso more eminent for 
lis pietv than this his son Alexander, for he did not continue in 
he religitin of his counti y. Under these procurators that great 
;imine happened in Judea, in which (pieen Helena bouglitcorn 

11 Egypt at a great expense, and distributed it to those tliat were 
n want, as I have related already. And besides this, the sons 

Judas of (lalilcc were now slain, I mean of that Judas who 
:aiised the people to revolt, when Cyrenius came to take an ac- 
;()uiit of the estates of the Jews, as we Inive showed in a foregoing 
)ook. The names of those sons were James and Simon, whom 
Alexander cominanded to be crucilied. Put now Herod, king- 
jfChalcis, removed Joseph, the son of Camydus, li om the high 
iriesthood, and made Ananias, the son of Nebedus, his successor. 
And now it was that Cumanus came as successor to Tiberius 
Alexander; a.s abo that Herod, brother of Agrippa the great 
ling, deple ted this life, in the eighth year of the reign of Clau- 
dius Caesar. He left behind him tluve sons, Aristobulus, whom 
lie had by his ilrst wile, with Pernictanus, aiul Hireanus, both 
'vlioin he had by Bernice his brother’s daughter. But Claudius 
C'lesar bestoweil his ilominioiis on Agrippa junior. 


• Ih'o Thcuilas who arose under Tadus the procurator, about A. D. 45, or 46, 
^ not he that 'theudas who arose in the <lays of tliu taxing, under Cyrenius ; or 
about A. 1). 7. Acu v. 36, 37. Who that earlier Theudax was, see the note on «. 

^Vll.ch. X. sect. 5. 
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3, Now, while tlie Jewisli aflairs were under the adininistra^ 
tion of Cunianus, tliere happened a great tumult at the city of 
Jerusalem, and many ol* the Jews perished therein. But I shall 
first explain the occasion whence it was derived. When that 
feast which is called the Passover, was at hand, at which time 
our custom is to use unleavened bread, and a great multitutle 
was gathered together fj'oin all parts to that feast, Cumanus was 
afraid lest some attempt of innovation should then be made by 
them; so he ordered that one regiment of the army should take 
their ai*ms, and stand in the temple cloisters, to re})re.ss any au 
tempts of innovation, if jKUchunce any such should begin : and 
this was no more than what the former jirocurators of Judea did 
at such festivals. But on the fourth day of the feast, a certain 
soldier let down his breeches, and exposed his privy nieinbersto 
the multitude, which put those that saw him into a furious ra<>c 
and made them cry out, that this impious action was not done to 
reproach them, but God himself; nay, some of them reproaclud 
Cumanus, and pretended that the soldier was set on by liim, 
which, when Cumanus heard, he was also himself not a little 
provoked at sucli reproaches laid upon him ; yet did exinat 
them to leave off such seditious attempts, ami not to raise a tu- 
mult at the festival. But when he could not induce them to be 
quiet, for they still went on in their reproaches to him, he pave 
order that the wliole army should take their entire armour, and 
come to Antonia, which was a fortress, as we have said already, 
which overlooked the temple ; but when the rnullitiide saw the 
soldiers there, they were alfrighted at them, and ran away hasti- 
ly: but as the passages out were but narrow, and as they llioiiplit 
their enemies Ibliowed them, they were crowded together in their 
flight, and a great number w ere pressed to death in these narrow 
passages ; nor indeed was the number lewer than twenty thou- 
sand that perished in this tumult. 80, instead of a festival, they 
had at last a mournful day of it; and they all t)f tliem forirot 
their prayers and sacrifices, and betook themselves to lamentaiioii 
and weeping ; so great an aflliction did the impudent ohscene- 
ness of a single soldier bring upon them.* 

4 . Now betbre this their /irst niouriiing was over, anotlier 
mischief befell them also; for some of those that raised the lore- 
going tumult, when they wne travelling along the public road, 
about a hundred furlongs from the city, robbed IStcphaniis, a 
servant of Coesar, as he was journeying, and plundered liiiii ol all 

• and many turnuils nr.d mIiIcIi nrosu nt tl>e Jewish 

in Josephus, illustrate tlu- <auti</us procedure of die Jewisli piveriiors, when they said, 
Dilatt. XX vi. 5. “ Let us not lake Jesus on the Icist-day lest there bean uproar amonj 
the people ;** as Reland well observes on this place. Josephus also takes notice ^ 
the same tiling. Oi* the War, I. ch. iv. sect. J. 
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i ^hat lie had with him. Which things when Cumanus heard of, 
he sent soldiers immediately, and ordered them to plunder the 
I jjeiirhbouring villages, and to bring the most eminent persons 
among them in bonds to him. Now, as this devastation was 
iiiakingj one of the soldiers seized the laws of Moses that lay in 
of those villages, and brought them out before the eyes of 
all jirescnt, and tore them to pieces ; and tliis was done with re- 
j)roachful language, and much scurrility. Which things when 
the Jews heard of, they ran together, and that in great numbers, 
and came down to Cesarea, where Cuniamis then was, and be- 
Undit him that he would avenge, not themselves, but God him- 
self, whose laws had been ailrontcd; for that they could not bear 
to live any longer, if the laws of their forefathers must be aff ront- 
ed after this manner. Accordingly Cuinanns, out of fear lest 
the imiltitude should go into a sedition, and by the advice of his 
t’riends also, took care that the soldier who had offered the affront 
to the laws should be beheaded, and thereby put a stop to the 
sedition which \vas ready to be kindled a second time. 

CHAP. VI. 

Hoxv there happened a quarrel bchcecn the Jcivs and the Samari-^ 
tans, and how Claudius put an end to their differences. 

ji 1. ^ow there arose a (|uarrel between the Samaritans and 
the Jews, on the occasion following : It was the custom of the Gal- 
ileans, when they came to the holy city at the festivals, to take 
their journeys through the country of the Samaritans;’^ and at 
this time there lay, in the road they took, a village that was 
called Ginon^ which was situated in the limits of Samaria and 
the great plain, where certain persons thereto belonging 
fought with the Galileans, aiul killed a great many of them. 
But, when the principal of the Galileans were informed of 
what had been done, they came to Cumanus, and desired him 
to avenge tlic murder of those that were killed : but he was in- 
duced by the Samaritans, %vith money, to do nothing in the 
matter : upon which the Galileans were much displeased, and 
persuaded nhe multitude of the Jews to betake themselves to 
m*ms, and to regain their libeUy, saying, 'Phat slavery was 
“ in itself a bitter thing, but that, when it wms joined with di- 
“ rect injuries, it was perfectly intolerable.” And when their 

* Tliis constant passage of the Galileans Uirougli the country of Samaria, as 
j y went to Judea and Jerusalem, illustrates several passages in the gospels, to 
< le same purpose, as Dr. Hudson rightly <»bscrves. See Luke xvii. 1. John iv. 
, See also Josephus in his own life, sect. 5*2, where tliat journey is determined 
days. 



172 ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. Book XX 

principal men endeavoured to pacify them, and promised to en 
tleavoiir to persuade Cumanus to avenge iJiose that were kij^d 
they w'ould not hearken to them, but took tlieir weajions, anj 
entreated the assistance of Eleazar, the son ofDineus, a robboi- 
who liad many years made his abode in the mountains, 
which assistance they plundered maii}^ villages of the Saniariians 
When Cumanus heard of this action of theirs, he took the band 
of Sebaste, with four regiments of Ibotnien, and armed ilie {Sjj. 
maritans, and marched out against the Jews, and caught tb(an 
and slew many of tliem, aiul tt)ok a great number ot tliem 
alive; w^hereupon those that w'ere the most eminent persons ^ 
Jerusalem, and that both in regard to the respect that was p^id 
them, and the families they were of, as soon as they saw' to wlmt 
a height things were gone, put on sackcloth, and heaped adif s 
upon their heads, and by all possible means besought the sidj. 
tioLis, and jiersuaded tliein that they would set belbre their ev<s 
the utter subversit)u^ of their country, the conflagration ofilici) 
temple, and the slavery of themselves, their w ives and children^ 
w'hich would Ixj the consequences of what they were doiiijr, ;,i,d 
would alter their minds, would east away ilu ir weapons, and lor 
the future be (juiet, and return to their own lioiues. d hcMi 
persuasions of theirs prevailed upon them. So the people dis- 
persed themselves, and the robbers went away again to tlidr 
places of strength; and after this lime all Judea was ovirniii 
with robberies. 

2. But the princijial of the Samaritans went to Uininidiii? 
Qiiadratns, the jiresident of Syria, who at that tinu*. was :ii 
Tyre, and accu.si'd the .lews of setting their village s on fire, and 
plundering them; and said witlial, That "Mluy were not so 
much tlispleaseil at what they had snlfered, as lin y wen‘ at the 
contemjU thereby sijowed the liomans ; w hile, if they iiiui n- 
ceived any injury, they ought to have made them the judges 
of what had beeai done, and not })reM ntIv to make siith de- 
vastation, as if tluy had not the Homans for their governors; 
on which account liny cTime to him, in order to obtain the 
‘‘ vengeance they wanted.'' Jdiis was tin* accusation which the 
Samaritans brought against the .lews. But the Jews allinntti? 
that the Samaritans wa‘re flic authors of this tumult afid fightinifi 
and tliat, in tiie first plac»*, (dnnaiins had been corrupted by tla ir 
gifts, and passed over the murder of those that were slain in si- 
lence, Which allegations when Quadralns heard, la.* put oil 

• Our Saviour had foretold, lliaf. the Je%v>,’ rejertioi) of his gf)spel would 1 nnj; 
upon them, amon^ </Jher miseiiLS, theve lhr<f, which, they ihem'-elvis lurcdiov'f 
they cxptctccl would he liie conserpiences o' iheir present tuniidts at)d scdit'f'jS 
th* utter Mjhversioii of tlu ir country, tl)e rttidta^ration of their icmph’i ’ ’* 
slavery of ilitniselve% ihe.r wives and children. Sve I.uke xxi. G— 
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hearing of the cause, and promised that he would give sentence 
Avhen he should come into Jiulea, and should luive a more exact 
knowledge of the truth ol‘ that matter. So these men went away 
without success. Yet was it not long ere Qiiadratus came to 
Samaria, where, upon hearing the cause, he supposed that tlie 
Samaritans wore the authors ot that disturbance. But, wlien 
he was informed that certain of the Jews were making irinova^ 
tioiis, he ordered those to be crucified whom Cumanus had taken 
captives. From whence he came to a certain village called Lyd- 
(la, which was not less than a city in largeness, and there heard 
the Samaritan cause a second time belore his tribunal, and there 
learned from a certain Samaritan, that one of the chief of the 
Jews, whose name was Dorius, and some other innovators with 
liiiii, lour in number, persuaded the multitude to a revolt from 
the Romans, whom Quadratus ordered to be put to death; but 
still lie sent away Ananias the high priest, and Ananus tlie com- 
iiuinder [of the temj)le,] in boiuls to Rome, to give an account 
of wliat they had done to Claudius Cmsar. He also ordered 
the ])riiici[)al men, both of the Samaritans and of the Jews, as 
also Cumanus the procurator, and Celer the tribune, to go to 
Italy to the emperor, that he might hear their cause, and deter- 
mine tlic ir diilerences one w ith another. But he came again to the 
city ot' Jerusalem, out of liis fear that the multitude of the Jews 
should attempt some innovations : but he found the city in a 
peaceable state, and celebrating one of the usual festivals of their 
country t > God. So he believed that they would not attempt 
any innovations, and leit them at the celebration of the lestival, 
and ret un led to Antioch. 

3 . Now’ Cumanus, and the principal of the Samaritans, wdio 
were sent to Rome, had a day a])pointed them by the emperor, 
W’liereoii they were to have pleaded their cause about the quar- 
rels they had one with another. But now' C'a'sar’s Ireed men, 
and Ills friends, were very zealous on tint beliali ot Cumanus 
and the Samaritans; and tliey had ])revailed over the Jew's, un- 
less Agrippa junior, who was then at Rome, luul seen the prin- 
cipal of the Jews hard set, and had earnestly entreated Agrip- 
pina, the emperor's wife, to ])ersuade her husband to hear the 
cause, as >vas agreeable to his justice, and to condemn those 
to be punished who were really the authors ot this revolt from 
the Roman govenimeiU. Wli ereujH)!! C laudius was so well dis- 
posed beforehand, that when he had heard the cause, ami found 
diat the Samaritans had been the ringleaders in those mischiev- 
ous doings, he gave order, that those w ho came up to him should 
be slain, and that C'nmaiuis should be banished. He also gave 
order, that Celer the tribune siiould be carried back to Jerusa- 
0*0, and should be drawn through the city in the sight of all the 
people, and then should be slain. 
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Feli:t is made procurator of Judea ; as also concernmg Agrippa 
junior and his sisters. 

^ 1. So Claudius sent Felix, the brother of Pallans, to take 

care of the affairs of Judea ; and when he had already com- 
pleted the twelfth year of his reij^n, he had bestowed upon 
Agrippa, the tetrarchy of Philip and Batanea, and added there^ 
to Trachonitis, with Abila; which last liad been the tetrarchy 
of Lysanias; but he took from him Chalcis, when he had been 

S overnor thereof four years. And when Agrippa had received 
lese countries as tlie gift of Caesar, lie gave his sister DrusiJla 
in marriage to Azizus, king of Kmesa, upon his consent to 
be circumcised; for Epiphanes, the son of king Antiocliui;, 
had refused to marry her, because, alter he had promis'd 
her fatlier formerly to come over to the Jewisli religion, lie 
would not now ])erforin that promise. He also gave JVlariamne 
in marriage to Archelaus, the son of llelcias, to whom i,he had 
formerly been betrothed by Agrippa her father ; from which 
marriage was deriveil a daughter, w hose name was Bir/iicr. 

2. But for the marriage of Drusilla with Azizus, it was in 
no long time afterward dissolved upon the following occasion: 
While Felix w as procurator of Judea, he saw this Drusilla, and 
fell in love with her ; for she ditl indeed exceed all other woinca 
in beauty; and lie sent to her a person whose name was Simon* 


• This Simon, a friend of Felix, a Jew, born in Cyprus, though he protindwl 
to be a magician, and r>eenis to have been wicked enough, could haidly lu' iliat 
famous Simon the magician, in the Aci«» of the Apo'.iles, viii. 9, ^c. as soiuc ,'iro 
ready to suppo'-e. Tliis Simon mentioned in the Acts w as not properly a Jew, Imt a 
Samaritan of the town of Gilta; in the country of Sainaiia, as the Ape^ieliial 
Constitutions, VI. 7. the Uecognitions of Clement, II. G. and Justin IMariyr, 
himself, born in the country of Samaiia, Apolo/y. 1. .71. inform us. He was 
•Iso the author, not of any ancient Jewish, hut of the fir t Gentile heiesies as tlie 
foremeniioncd authors assure us. So I suppo'C him a diirerent peison fmm the 
other. I mean this only upon the hypothesis, that Josephus was not misinl’oiiiied 
as to his being a Cypriot Jew ; for otherwise the lime, the n^une, tiie prolession, 
and the wickedness of them both, would strongly incline one to believe tlu'in tho 
very same. As to that Driuill.a, the sister of Agrij)p.i junior, as Josejiluis infenns 
us here, and a .Jewe-.s, as St, Luke informs us, Aets xxiv. 94. whom this Sinnin 
mentioned by Jostpluis, persuaded ti leave her former husband, Azizus, kin;; oi 
£mesa, a proselyte of justice, and t*- marry Felix, the heathen proenralor ot 
Tacitus’ lii't. V. 9, supjioses her to he a heathen, and the granddaughter ol 
niiis and Cleo]>atra, contmry botli to St. Luke ami Josephus. Now I ficitiis lived 
somewliat too remote, l>oth as to time and place, to he compared with either of tho^e 
Jewish writers, in a ma*tCT cone . ning the Jews in Judea in llieir own days 
concerning a sisUr of \grippa junior, with which Agripj)a, Jo‘ephiis was liiinst' 
lo well acquainted. It is probal>ic that Tacitus may say true, when he iiifont^s 
that this Felix (who had in all three wives, or cpiecns, as Suetonius in Clau 
•«ct. 28. asivures us) did once marry such a grandchild of Anlonius and ^ 

•nd, finding she name of one of them lo have been Drusilla, he mistook her for 
other wife, whose name he did not know. 
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Olio of Iriends; a Jew he was, and by birth a Cypriot, and 
[olio who pretended to be a magician, and endeavoured to per- 
[ suadc hor to forsake her present husband, and marry him; and 
loiiiised, that il she would not reluse him, he would make lier 
a happy woman. Accordingly slie acted ill, and because she was 
clcsiuJirs to avoid her sister llernice’s envy, for slie was very ill 
troalcd by her on account of lu r beauty, was prevailed 14)011 to 
tr:insgre;^s the laws of her forefathers, and to marry helix; and, 
uhcii he liad had a son by her, he named him But after 

Nvhat manner that young man, with Ids wile, perislied at the 
c()iilk>^‘i"‘lh)n ^ of tlie mountain Vesuvius, in the days of Titus 
Tasar, shall be related hereafter, f 

;3. but as i’or Bernice, she livtxl a widow a good while after 
i the (loath of I hu'od [king of Chalcis,] who was both her hus- 
Ivaid and iier uncle ; but wlien the report went that she had 
laiiuinal conversation with her brother, [Agrij)pa junior,] she 
piiMiaded l^>!emo, who was king of Cilicia, to be circumcised, 
hiiul to marry her, as supposing, that by this means she should 
i prove those calumnies upon her to be false; and Poleino was 
Ipivvallcd upon, and that chiefly on account of her riches. Yet 
piid not this nmtriinony endure !t)ng; but Bernice left Polcmo, 
[:::!(]. as w.is said, with iin))ure intentions. So he forsook at once 
aailJ'iiiionv, and the .h'wish voiigion : m (I, at the same time, 

I Mniioiiiiu* put away Arclielaus, and was man ied to Deinelrius, 
priiici} ;:i man among tho Alexandrian «leus, both for his 
ami ois wealth; and indeed he was then their alabarch. 
i Si) slie iiaiiuil her son whom she bail by him But 

; ul ;ill tla^se })artieulars we :.hall Iien-after treat more‘ exactly.^ 

C llAP. VIII. 

After manner^ upon I hr death of Cluudins, Xtro snrcrrdrd 
in the tJ^ovrninirnt ; as also \i:/iat luirbaroiis thho^s he did. Con- 
cennii'j; ifir robhrrs., viiinit rrrs^ and nnjiostors^ that arosr^ 
‘iiiidr L't lix .tnd Crstiis \i:rrr proenrators if Jndra. 

1* iS o\y C'landiiis Ca‘-ar (fu'd when he had reigned thirteen 
years, dglit i/ionths, and twenty tlays; ;i and a report went about 

; Tl' of \ o .uvlu'' was oiio nf i1k' j.rcalesl wc ]ia\o in liistory. See 

P iinO inii)i'rlai)t t)l)'>«.‘rvata>5»s on tios A’esmiiis, aiul its seven se\era! 

finpticnv, with til. ir n ui.jins vitnfu.t, aiul still exisfinj:, in ^o many tlillereiU 
ho eanu' ti> tlie nnteiielu\ lan waters with their pro- 

[t lirisr iTnpl\in^ the jlehi;;c to h we heen above C.iOO yeais before the 
sti.M eij, ;ieeoi-,l:ng to our exaelest eh.ronoiop' . 

I I Ills is now wanting. { Tliis aKo is now wanting. 

‘'nalloii tif the reign .-f Chnnlins .agrees with I’ o, as 1 ha Iliubon here r«.- 
if reinaiK ^, that Neio’s nauu*, wliieh was at (irst 7. Domitmx ■ 

j > t I'liulius had atlot'te.i lijm v> as ( n'snr Jh'usus (kT* 

'■'*‘••'11. ^ •■ a;f 
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that he was poisoned by his wife Agrippina. Her father 
Gerinanicus, the brother of Caesar. Her husband was Domiiljj 
ATEnol>iirbus 5 one of tlic most illustrious persons that was in the 
city of Rome ; after whose death, and lier long continuance in 
widowhood, C"iaudius took her to wife : she brought along wi^jj 
her a son, Doinitius, of the same name with his lather. Ileliad 
before tliis slain his wife Messalina, out of jealousy, by whom 
he had his children Britannicus and Octavia ; their eldest siiitei 
was Antonia, whom he liad by Pelina his first wife. He aU 
married Octavia to y^cro ; for that was the name that Cicsar 
gave him afterward, njion adopting him for his son. 

2. Ihit lunv Agrippina was afniid, lest, when Britannicus 
should come to man’s esUite, he should succeed his lather in the 
gfivcrnment, and desired to seize u})on the princijialily before- 
Jiaiul for her own son [Nero;] upon which the n poit went, that 
slie thence compassed the death of Claiulius. Accordiiii^v ]ie 
sent BuiTiJiis, the geiierai of the army, imnietliately, aiui^vith 
him the tribunes, aiul such also of the freed men, as were (»rt))c 
greatest authority, to bring Nero away into the eanip and to 
salute him emperor. Aiul when Nero bad thus obtained the 
government, lie got Britannicus to be so poisoned, that the nml- 
litiide should not jierceivc it ; although lu‘ publiely pul his own 
inotlicr to death not long* afterward, making her thus riMjiiita!, 
not only for being born of her, but l)y bringing it so about hv 
lier contiivances that he obtained the Roman empire, llciil u 
slew Octavio his own wife, and many other illustiious jicrscns 
iindtu' this jireteiice that they plotted against him. 

But I omit any iaiiher <li>>course about these alliiirs, lor 
there have Iilcii a great manv who have com];v;-;ed the lii^foiv 
of Nero ; some of wliom havi: th parlcd Iroiii the truth of liicb 
out of iavour, as having received beiu lits IVom him : wlr.lc 
others, out oi' hatred to him, and tlie great ill-will wliicb thuv 
bore him, have so impudently raved agaiii.',t him with their lies;, 
that they ju lly desm've to be coinhanned : nor ilo I wa.iukrat 
such as ha\a; told lies of Nei'<», since they liave not in their ^vrit- 
ings preserved the* truth of history as to those lacts that ucro 
earlier than his time, even when the actors could Jiave no 
incurred tlieir hatn‘<l, >an(e* lliose writers Jived along liino alter 
them. But as to lho>e that have*, no regard to truth, they uiaj 
write as l iiey ])lea.se : ibr m that they take deliglit: hut as to 
ourselves, wlio iuive ni*u!e iruth our direct aim, we shall hrieli) 
touch upon what only belongs remotely to this undertakingi 
but sh.dl relate what hath happened to us Jews with great ac 
ciiraey, cind sliall not grudge our pains in giving an accoua 
b(;th oi' tlie ( .alarnities we have siif!ert‘d, and of the crinics 
have been guilt v of. I will now therefore ret mu to tlie ^ 
ti(JH oi our own aflairs.-^ 
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4*. For in the first year of the reign of Nero, upon the death 
of king of Einesa, Soenius,* his brother, succeeded in 

his king<k)in, and Aristobuliis, the son of Herod, king of Chal- 
AViis intrusted by Nero, with the government of Lesser Ar- 
menia. CVesar also bestowed on Agrip})a a certain part of Ga- 
lilee, Tiherias,f and 'J'ariclieie, and ordered them to submit to 
his jiirisdietion. He gave him also Julias, a city of Perea, witli 
foiirtx*en villages that lay about it. 

5 . Now, as for the affairs of the Jews, they grew worse and 
NYorso continually ; for the country was again filled with rob- 
bers and impostors, who deluderl the multitude. Yet tlid Felix 
cnlch, and })nt to death, many of those imj)ostors eveiy day, to- 
(lellier with the robbers. He also caught Eleazar, the son of 
Diiieas, vrho had gotten together a com})any of robbers ; and 
this he did by treachery ; lor he gave him assurance, that he 
dieald siiifer no harm, and thereby persuaded him to come to 
liiin ; but when he came he bound him, and sent him to Rome. 
ft'liK also bore an ill will to Joiuitban, the high [)riest, because 
he freciiiently gave him admonitions about governing the Jewish 
alliiirs hettt'r than he did, lot he should hlniveli have complaints 
iiia{kM)f liim by tlu: innltitiule, since he it v,as v, ho liad desired 
( a'sar to send liiin as piocnrator t>f Jnd.ea. So Felix contrived 
a inetliod wlu'rehy lie might get rid oi* him, lunv he was b(^come 
so coiitiiuially troublesome to him; \ov such coiuiiinal admoni- 
lions are g»ievons to tliosi! who are ili->|)0;:ed to act unjustly. 
Wliereloie Felix ])ersnaded one of Jonathan’-, nu^stfaithfid fi iends, 
a vitizeii of Jerusalem, v. luxe name w as Doras, to bring the rob- 
bers upon Jonathan, in order to kill him ; and this he did l.-y pro- 
laisiiig !() give him a great d<*al of money for so doing. Do- 
ras cuii'pfu’d with the jiroposal, and cimlrived matters so, that 
the robbers might murder him alter the folh^amg manner: Cer- 
tain of diose robbers went up to the city, a'- if they were going 
to worship Gt'd, while they had tlaggers muha* their garments, 
!incl, !)y thus mingling themselves among the multitude, they slew’ 
•loiuithan,:|: and as this murder was never avengeil, the robbers 


* 'Diis Soi'miis is e^st\^Ilcrc« int’jitiuiuii [l>y in Ills own Lift*, sc-ct. 11. as 

also] l)y Dio Cassius ;muI J'ju itns, a-. Dr. 1 D il.'-on ini'tains u;^. 

+ Tills ajrrei’s s\ ith Josv'i'line I’m .jvkiiI actoiiuts vDrnlu'ro in lils ov. n tl»at 

AiU-ilas, and ’I'ariflu .i-, and liaioal a, mac iiniK r tlrs junior, till Jnat*'-, 

son oi Pistns, m' /v,,! mmii ilit-ni I’or i .U'Ws it^son tlu* l»rt.*akini^ out <>1 the war, 
1 1 Ills tri'iuht rons and harUariuis muidor ol* tlu* j^ood liijjt jiris’st, jonad.an, 
(‘oatriv.iiuo ot* this n irked j'n’ri. rater, kelix, u;is the inmirtliati' ori'.isiof. 
‘^l tlio ciisnin^ murders by the S a.mi or rniHaiu, ar.d otu.* groat oan-'C ol the 
‘>lio\ving horrid ortioltios and misorios of the .lowish n-ition, as Jivophns lure 
•JTposos; whose exoollont loiloot'on on the ^-toss ^Niokothuss t»f that nation, as 
direct cause of their terrible deslrui tion, is \>ell worthy tlu* Attention c f 
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went up with the greatest security at the festivals after this time 
and liaving weapons concealed in like manner as belbre, and mif,’ 
gling thoiiiselves among the multitude, they slew certain ot' their 
own enemies, and were subservient to other men for money, and 
slew others, not only in remote parts of the city, but in themiu. 
pie itself also ; for they had the boldness to murder men 
without thinking of the impiety of which they were guilty. 
this seems to me to have been the reasons why God, out of 
luitred of these men’s wickedness, rejected our city, and as (i,] 
the temple, he no longer esteemed it siiilicieiUly pure for 
inhabit therein, but brought the Homans upon us, and tln^w 
a lire upon the city to purge it, and brought upon us, o^j 
wives and children, slavery, as desirous to make us wiser by 
our calamities. 

6. These works, that were done by the robbers, filled tlH:cit\ 
with all sorts of impiety. And now these impostors and dj. 
ceivers persuaded the multitude to follow them into the uiltl-v. 
ness, and pretended that they would exhibit maniicst. woiKbi-. 
and signs, that should be perti)riue(l by the providence of (Jod. 
And many that were prevailed on l)y them sulhavd the j iinish- 
meiit of their folly : for Felix brouglit them l)ack, and then pim. 


every Jewish, nnd of every Cliristian rtader. Ami, since wo aie sooti coniiii;si i:,, 
cataloj^uo of ihc Jcwi^ii priests, it may not he amiss, wit!t Iteland, to iii-ui i!:., 
Jonathan amonj^ tiieit’, aiid to traii';eri!)e liis partieulai cM'alo;.;iii‘ of tlie i.e-t 
eiglit hi^li j riesl', taken out of JosepliiH. ami he;^in with Anatieais, wl, i v,,i- w. 
by Herod the i^taat. See Antiq. IJ. XV. ch. ii. '•tct. 1. atni the note there. 


I. Ananeliis. 

‘J. Ari^t hnhi’. 

a. Je-.u>, the ‘iMi of I'al/U-. 

‘1. Sin, on, ilie ‘^om of Ihulho'. 

5. Matthias, the ^o^ of I he«»pl>ilu*>. 
f), Joazer, the ‘on of Ihulhiis. 

7. FleaZLT, the 'M of Uouthn-. 

K. Jes'js, the ^on f)f Sit*. 

‘j. [Atinas, or, .\nanus, the son of 
Selli. 

10. Ishmail, the ‘^on of I’ahn-;. 

11. Kleazar, the ^on of Ananii';. 
l‘J. iSanon, the son of C.imitlju^. 

15. Jos{ j)l;n'> (.'.jiaph'a', the son in l.ivv 
to /inanu-;. 

14. Jonathan, t.he *>fj (»f Ai.,i -. >. 


IJ. 'rheopliilus, In . hrt'.tlur, aii'.i so.i 
A n.inu-. 

lo. Sitnon, the of Ihitilaiv. 

17. iMatthia^, l!ie hro(|.» r of Jee :!! ’!). 

and son of .\ nano 
IP. Alj<»neuv. 

I‘*, Jo ephijs, !)ic H O of ('aniyi.hi . 
lO. Ananias, the s.-.n <;f Xthedei.'. 

'..I. Jonathan. 

‘J'.‘ Idn.au 1. the of Cah'. 

‘J.>. .losepli (’.i!)i, the "on ot .S nioii. 

‘J I. Anaiuis, the son i f Ananns. 

Lih. .Ivs ti.e son of Dan ' i' - 
'Jo- Ji Ml the s\>n of ( I.in: ..ii !. 

J7. the son ot 1 iim'[ Inhi-s 

■J''. eii.imiia-, the son ol Saniiui- 


.As for .XnanU', and Jo ; hns ' f-. j'.hM>, here menlioiud ;ihonl the midJic ei n’ 
catalogue, th^'-e jir • no oUar than h:e Ananiis ;n;d (’ai.iidia- , so olti n inentieuci 
the lour go-,s-ls ; and that *:iianj.*s, tii,- son of Neheth'us. wa'> lliat lii^Ji j iii -L U' 
whom .St. I'anl pli adefl InX own c . ;s4-, A< ts x.xiv. 

• Of these Jewish in p()<,tf)is aed false prophets, with many otiur ( iriun 
iniu-ries of the Jew .i!l then uUir dcrt ruction, foretold hy our Saviour. ‘Svs. 
A<coinp. of IVi>pi). J .j’ — 75. 
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tlieni. Moreover, there ciinie out of E^ypt about this 
time to .r(3rusa!ein, one that said he was a prO}>het, and advised 
iIk; imiltitiide ol tlie common people to i‘;o along with him to the 
A,I()iint ol Olives, as it was called, wliich lay ovcir against the city, 
aiiil at tlu^ distance ot five furlongs, lie said farther, that he 
would show' them from hence, how, al liis command, the walls 
of .Icriisahan would iall down ; ami Ik? j)romised them, that he 
would ])rociire them an entrance into the city throiigii those 
walls, when they were fallen down. Now', when helix was in- 
fonnetl of these things, he ordered his soldiers to lake their wea- 
pons, and came against them with a great nmnher of horsemen 
and fooiiiien, from ,l(‘rusaleiiu and attacked the Egyptian and the 
people that wan e w ith him. 1 le also slew' lour huiidi'ed (d* them, 
jiiid took two hundred alive. Hut the Egyptian himself esca})ed 
out ol' die light, hut (hd not ap/p/i.-ar any more. And again the 
roblaa’'^ J^tirreil irp the jjcople to make war w ith tin? Romans, and 
said, they ought not to oliey them at all : and when any person 
would not comply widi them, they set lire to their villages, and 
|)luiider(“d them. 

7. And iiovv it was that a gnait secfilion arose Ix^twecn the 
Jews that inhabited C’esarea, and the Syiians who dwelt there 
also, coiieeniiug their e(|ual right to the privilege:, bilonging to 
citizen-, lor ih * dews eloina-d tin* piar-emineiii i'. beeaust? Herod 
their kiive' '’o’ • the hiiilder ol' (\-.varea, and Ix eaus.e he was by 
birth a d.w. No'.e, the Syrians did not deny wliat was alleged 
about lf(.od: but tliey said, that C'e^aiea wa> foimerly called 
Slralo r<nv'er, and that thm thiu'e wa .not oik J». w ish iidiabitant. 
Wdicii the jne-idenl^ r'f llmt country Ik vud ol tlie^e disorders, 
they raughl the autliors of them on both ode^, and tormented 
iIk'iii widi ^tripi'.s, and liy that means ]'ut a ."top to the distur- 
bauet I’or ;i tlnu*. Rut the Ji wisli cili/ei.s, dv la iidemg on theh’ 
v.’ealth, and on (hat accauint d« 'jiising the Syrian >, reprorKhed 
them again, and iK/jicd to proxoke them by sueli leproaehes. 
However, the Syrians, tlumgh day wKie inierior in wealth, yet 
valiii ig thenisidves liighlv oil this aeeonnt, tliat the gn atest jiart 
ol Uoinan soldieis that wore tliert', wore mtlier ol Cosarea or 
Nb;, they al.so for scmic lime iisi d repi'oaelifiil language to 
die Jew s ;>lso ; and thus it was, till at length they came totlirow- 
iit'C Stones at one another, and sevenil were w ounded, and led on 
bulb side :, though .still tin' .1 ws w. i(‘ the eoiKjuerors. Rut when 
K^lix (jnaii'e! wa.s benaui' a kind ol war, he eame 

ii[ma tlicm on tlie sudden, and de.-iretl tlie Jews li.) desist, aiul 

lea they rclused so to do, he armed liis ‘>(ddiers, and sent them 

'V't ^'g^^ptian impostor, aiul iKjn;l>cr «•<* t»is followors in Jo^ipliu?:, <cc 
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out upon them, and slew many of them, and took more of ihei^i 
alive, and permitted liis soldiers to plunder some of the houses 
of the citizens, which were full of riches. Now tliose 
that were more moderate, and of principal dignity among ilu i^^ 
were afraid of themselves, and desired of Felix that he woulj 
sound a retreat to his soldiers, and spare them for the future 
and afford them room for repentance fl)r what they had done- 
and Felix was prevailed upon to do so. 

8. About this time king Agrippa gave the high priesthood to 
Ishmael, w ho w as the son of Fabi. And now" arose a sedition he, 
tw"een the high priests and the })rincipal men of the mnltitudo 
of Jerusalem, each of which got them a company of the hold, 
est sort of men, and of those that loved innovations, about tliem, 
and became leaders to them ; and when they struggled together, 
they did it by casting reproachful words against one another, 
aiul by throwing stones also. And there was nobody to ro- 
)n*ove them; but these disorders were done after a licentious 
manner in the city, as if it had no government over it. And 
such was the impudence and boldness that had seized on tlie 
high priests, that tluw had tlic hardiness to send their servants in- 
to the threshing flot)rs, to take away those tithes that were dui; 
t(' the priests; iusoiiiuch that it so fell out that the j)()()ri‘st son 
of the priests died lor want. J\> this degree did tlio violona 
of the seditious prevail over all right and justice ! 

9. Now, when l^)reius Festus was sent as successor to Filix: 
bv Nero, the ])rincipal of the Jewish inhabitants of CVsarea went 
uj) to Koine t<j accuse Felix; and he had certainly been hrouuhi 
to punishment, unless Nero had yielded to the importunate so- 
licitations of his brother Fallas, who was at that time had ijj 
the greatest lionour by him. Two of the ])rinci})al Syrians in 
Cesarcfa persuaded Ihirrhus, who was Nero’s tutor, ami secre- 
tary for liis Greek ejiistles, by giving him a great sum of inoi!c\. 
to disannul that ecjuality of the Jewish jirivileges of citi/eiis 
which they liitlicrto enjoyed. So Burrlnis, by his solicitaliens, 
obtained leave of the emperor, that an epistle should he w ritten 
to that purpose. J'his e|)istle became the occasion of tin; lol- 
lowing miseries that befei! our nation; for, when the Jews oi 
Cesarea were informed of the contents of this (*pistle to tin 
Syrians, they were more disoiderly than before, till a war wa; 
kindled. 

10. tJ[)on Festus’ coming into Judea, it hajipened that Jinkii 
was afllictcd by the luhiiers, while all the villages were set on 

• T!it’ n jcke'dricss Ijcre w is vt ry pceiiliar nn<l extraordinary', Uiat (ho 
sUooM s<i oppre’.s iheir liiethr* n tlio priests, as to starve ttie poorest of them to de**’ '• 

Sec the l.ke pi\'si.nliy, tli.ip. ix. Mat. J. Such fatal crimes are «;ovclouf>iievi imi 
r.!tiriy in tl.e cler'jfy, ns nell as in the I iily, in all a^es. 
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fire, nml pliinclcrcd by tlieni. And then it was that the Sicarii, 
tliey Nvere called, wlio were robbers, grew numerous. They 
made use ol small swords, not much difrerent in length from 
llicl^ersiaii acinaccc^ but somewhat crooked, and like the Roman 
siccC [er sickles,] as they were called : and 1 ‘rom these weapons 
these robbers got their denomination, and with those weapons 
they slew a great many ; lor tliey mingled themselves among 
the nuiltitude at their festivals, when they were come up in 
iiowds from all j}arts to the city to worship God, as we said 
[j^.foro, and easily slew those that they had a mind to slay. They 
•ilso came IVecjuently u})on the villages belonging to their ene- 
mies, with tlieir weapons, and plunde red them, and set them on 
fire. best us sent forces, both horsemen and footmen, to fall 

upon liaise that had been seduced by a certain impostor, who pro- 
mised them deliverance and freedom IVom the miseries they were 
Viiider, if they would but lollow him as far as the wilderness. 
Accordingly those forces that were sent destroyed both him 
that had deluded tliem, and those that were his followers also. 

11 . About the same time king Agrippa built himself a very 
hi'm' dining-room in the royal palace at J(?rusalem, near to tlie 
poitico. Now this jialace had been erected of old by the chil- 
dren of Asauioneus, and was situate upon an elevation, and af- 
forded a most delightful prospect to those tliat liad a mind to 
lake a view of the city, which prospect wasdesind by the king; 
and the re lie could lie down, and eat, aiul thence observe what 
was iloiu‘ in the teinjde : which thing, when the chief men of.Ie- 
nisaleiii saw, they were veiy much displeased at it; for it was 
r.et agreeable to the institutions of our country or law, that 
what was done in the temj)le shonld be viewed by others, espe- 
(iallv what belonged to the sacrillces. They therefore erected 
a wall upon the n}>})eniK)sl building wliicli belonged to the inner 
court of the temple towards the west, which wrdl, when it was 
l)uilt, did not only intercept the prospect of the dining-room in 
till* palace, but also ot the western cloisters that belonged to the 
outer court of the temple also, where it w as that tlie Romans 
kept guards ior the temple at the festivals. At these doings 
both king Agrippa, and principally Fesi us the procurator, were 
ranch di>ple^ise(l ; and Festiis oriknd tiiem to juill the wall 
down again; but tin* .Ic*ws pt;titioned him to give them leave to 
-011(1 an (‘inbassagc' abont this matter to Xeio; lor they said llu'y 
^’uu!d not endnve to live', it* any part of the temple sbonld he de- 
riolislu'd : and when f'estiis had givem them leave so to do, they 
^onl tv 1) of tlu ir jn incipal men to Nero, as also Ishmael the high 
pbost, and I lelcias, the keejH?r of the sacred trt'asiire. And 
'"dicii Xcro had heard what ihc^y had to say, he not only for- 
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gave * them wliiit tliey had already done, but also gave them leave 
to let the wall they had built stand. This was granted them in 
order to gratily Popj)ea, Nero’s wile, who was a religious wo. 
man, and had requested these favours of Nero, and who gay^ 
ortler to the ten ambassadors to go their way home; but retain, 
cd 1 lelcias ami Ishmael as hostages with herself. As soon as tliy 
king heard this news, he gave the higli ju’ieslhood to Josejili^ 
who was called Cabiy the son of Simon, I’onnerly high j)riest. 

CHAP. IX. 


Concerning Ahhinns^ under XiJiose procnralorshij) James icas slain, 
as also XL'/iai edijkes were built Inf Agrippu, 

§ 1. i\ND now Ciesar, upon hearing of the deatli of Fostiis. 

sent All)inns into.ludea, as procurator. But the king (lij)rivicl 
Josepii ol’ th(' high priesthood, and bestowed the succi ^On tu 
that dignity on tlu; son ol’ Ananus, who was also him. elf i ; Ik d 
Ananns, Now the report goes, that this eldi st Ananus jaoN.J;! 
most fortunate man: i’or he had live ^■ons, who had all perl’o: til- 
ed the olllce. of a high priest to (.lod, and who had himsrir t.ii- 
joyed that dignity a long time formerly, whieh had lu vi r liap- 
j)ened to any other of our high pri(sts. But this yt iing^ i’ Aniiinis, 
who, a.s we liavo told you already, took the high pricsihood, wih 
a bold man in his temper, aiid very insolent ; he wa.-i also of tlu; 
sect of the Sadduceesg}' who are vei*y rigid in judging (dliiulirs 
above ail the re^.l <d’ tlie Jews, as we have already ()l;,>,ei‘\\(i ; 
wljen, tlierelbi’e, Ana/ms was of tin’s dispo.silion, lie djougl;! he 
had now' a proper opportunity [to exercise Ills iiuthority.] ^V^- 
tus was now dead, and .Vll)inus was but uj)on the roaal ; In: 
ussembh (1 the Sanliedrim of judges, and brought brli)re t'um 
the brother of Je-us, who was called C/ovV/, wliosi- naiiir 
James^ and some others, [or, souk! kA' his eompanion^.] Ainl 
when he liad lunned an accusation again.^l them as bieakcis ol 


* Wc have licre oik* eminent example of* Nero’s mlhlne-s nud ;.7^0(lnc";s in li^ 
govcrniiK-nt tlie JeKs, during the li\e iii'-t n*;u's t't’ hi^ !ri,:Mi, lan’iiHiS m 

afifhjUity ; we liave ju rli.ij)') . n.Jihtr in Ju. iphiis’ own Tale, siv f. and a tlinii, 
thuugli ut a very jlilii ient ii.it'; .• h< n*. in nS. f). ju .t heloii-. However, holi 
rieroiis acts of kindm were ohtonoil of Niro iiy his (jueen I’ojijua, wlio ' 
reli^^ious lady, and j tihaps j i»vaUr. a Jewish proselyte, and m) m ie not owiii.^ ea- 
lirely to Nend- own ‘^oiodm 

f It tience iKidenily appear-, that Snddiu:<*e‘; miglit lie lii.L'h jirii sts in the liao ^ 
JoK’pliiJ’S and that these !S<i(ld»i'’e' *• ^'ere noially wry severe and inexornhle jn< ' 
while the rharisees wt re mmh milder, and more nureilid, as apiieats hy 
in-itaiirrs in In’s note f>n this place, amt on .Iose]^}^l^’ Life, seet. and l!io*e O ^ 
from the New IiMarneni, /Vmn Josejjlius hiniM-lf, aial from tlie Hahbins; 
meet vMtii any oadducees later than Uns hi^h priest in all Josephus. 
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the l<w, lie delivered tlicm to be stoned ; but as for those who 
seemed the most C(juital)le of the citizens, and such as were the 
iriost uneasy at the breacli of tlie laws, they disliked what was 
(lone ; they also sent to tlie king, [ Agrijipa,] desiring him to send 
to Ananiis that he should act so no more, for that what he had 
already done was not to be justified : nay,’^ some of them went 
also to meet Albiiius, as lie w'as upon his journey from Alex- 
andria, and informed him that it was not lawful for Ananus 
to assemble a sanhedrim williout Ids consent. Whereupon 
Albhuis complied with what they saitl, and wrote in anger to 
Auaiuis and threatened that he would bring him to punishment 
tor what lie had done; on which king Agrippa took the Idgh 
priesthood li'om liiin, when he had ruled but three months, and 
made Jesus the son of Danineus high priest. 

2. Now' as soon as Albinus w as come to the city of Jerusalem, 
he useil all his endeavours and care that the country iidght be 
kept in peace, and this by destroying many of the Sicarii. But 
;is for the high priest Aiianias,f he increased in glory every day, 
and this to a great degree, and had obtained the favour and 
esteem of the citizens in a signal manner, for he was a great 
hoarder up of money ; he therefore cultivated the friendsliip of 
Albinas, and of the high ipricst [Jesus,] by making them pre- 
Miils, he also liad servants w ho w'erc very wicked, who joined 
thein.v Ives to the boklest sort of the people, and went to the 
iliivshing-Hoors, and took away the tithes that belonged to the 
priests Ir, violence, and did not refrain from beating such as 
woiikl not give these tithes to them. So the other high priests 
ai'ted in tlie like manner, as did those Ins servants, without any 
one’s being able to prohibit them; so that [some of the] priests 
lliatofold were wont to be supported with those tithes, died 
Tor want of food. 


• Of this condemn.niion of Jnmes tlic Just, ami its causes, as also that he diJ not 
(lie till loll}' afterwards. See Prim. Christ. Revived, Vol. 111. chap. If). Ihe 
sanhedrim condenuu-tl our Saviotir, hut c.nihl not put him to death without the ap- 
Jirobatioji of the Roman proetjrator ; iu»r ct>uhl therefore Ananias and his sanhedrim 
do more here, since thev never had Albinus’ approbation tor the putting this Janies 
to deitih. 

t Tins Ananias war. not the son of Nebulous, as I take it, but he who was called 
Annas or Ananus the elder, the f)th in the catalogue, and wlio had been esteemed 
high priest for a hmg time ; and besides, ('aiaphas his son-in-law had five of his own 
sons high priests after him, which were those niinibers, 11, 11, lo, 17, -1. in the 
foregoing catalogue. Nor otijj^ht we pass slightly over what Josephus here says of 
Annas or Ananias, that he was high priest a lonj^ time iK’fore his children were so; 
he was tho sou of Seth, and is set down first for high priest in the ioregoiuL!: c,atalog;uc, 
lender nuinher P. 1 R) was made by (^uirinus, and eoutinued till Ismael, the lOtli 
iiiuiiber, for alKnit 2.1 years, which loiij' duration of his hi^li priesthood, joitUMi to 
Ole succession of his son-in-hiw, and live chil«iren of his own, made him a sort ot pt i - 
petua, high priest, and was perhaps the ticcasioti that loriner high priests kept tlitir 
hi e^ ever alterwaids; fur 1 believe it ishaitlly met \%ilh beloio him. 

VOL. III. A .\ ‘k‘) 
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8. l^iit now tlie Sicavii went into the city by night just 1^:. 
fore the festival, which was now at hand, and took the 
belonging to the governor of the teniplo, whose name was Idea, 
zci'^ wh.) was the son of Ananus [Ananias] the high priest, auj 
bound him, and carried him away with them; after which they 
sent to Ananias, and said that they would send the scribe to him 
if he would persuade Albinus to release ten of tiiose prisoiRMs 
which lie luul caught of their party ; st> Ananias was plainly 
forced to persuade Albinus, and gained ldsre(juest ol'hiin. This 
was the beginning of greater cahnniiies ; for the robbers ])er|)yi. 
iially contrived to catcli some ol* Ananias’ servants, mul uh( |, 
they had taken them alive, they would not let tbein go, till 
thereby recovered some of their own Siearii. Anti as they u\ iv 
again become no small number, they grew bohl, and wmv 
great aflliction to the wliolo country. 

4. About this time it was that king Agrip|)a Iniilt tVs.nr.i 
Philippi larger than it was belbre, and, in honour ol* Nero, imiuuj 
it Neronids, And when he had built a ihcalie Ih ryiiis, with 
vast expense, he bestowed on them shows, to be t \liil)i(e(l t\< r\ 
year, and spent therein many t('n thousand [draehmie :] he aUh 
gave the people a largess of corn, and distributed oil aino/ig ilh.m, 
and adorned the entire ciiy witli siatit4‘s ot' his own dona) ion, iim! 
with original images madi^ bvancient baiui.^; ntiy, be aliiaej, Iimm.. 
ferred all tlmt wtis most orntimontal in bis own kingdom ihiilur. 
This made him more tliati onlinarily hatt'd by bis ^atbjeci', ; hr 
cause lie took those tilings away that b./hnig-ed to diem, loialoii: 
a foreign city. And now JeMi^ the -on ol' (Gamaliel, her;!,!,!, 
the successor of J(‘sus, the son of Damni-iis, in the high j-rii-i- 
hood, which the king had taken from iheolluT; onwhidi.ii- 
count a setlilion arose between the high priests, with le-. ul ti* 
one aiiotlna’; l<)r they got together boilie^ ot the Ixjldea ci; el 
the pe(^j)lo, and fie(juently came, Irom rt proaches to ihio.'iiy 
of stones at (.‘iicb other, ]}ut Ananias was too hard for tlii' lo-! 
by his riches, which enabled liim to gain iho^e tfi.it wcie nma 
ready to receive, Co.stobariis also, and Saidns, did them eh* 
get together a multitude of wicked wn lehes, mid thi^ heraii^i 
they were of the royal family ; and so thev olitaiin d tiivonr aineug 
them, because (jf their kindred to Agrijipa; but still they ii «a( 
violence with people.*, and were very ready to plunder those lli.il 
were weake r than themr.elves. And from that it principally 
came to pass, that our city w .is greatly disorderetl, and that all 
things grew worse and wor.-e among us. 

5. But wlien Albinus hoanl (hat (ies.sius Florns was coiiimi; 
to succecrl him, be was desirous to appear to do souiewliat that 
might be gratehd to lhe]K*oplc of ,J(*riJsah‘m ; so be brought an' 
fdl tfio.se prisoners wlu) seemed to him to be tin* ino^t plaii h 
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woriliy of (leatl), and ordered tliern to be put to death according- 
jy. ]3iit as to those wlio had been put into prison on some 
I'lifling occasions, he took money of tliem, aud dismissed them; 

which iiK'ans the prisons were em})tied, but the country 
was iilled with robbers. 

(), Now, as many of the Levites/ wlncli is a tribe of ours, as 
were siirgei's of hymns, jrersiiaded the’king to assemble a Sanhe- 
tlriin, and to give them leave to wear linen garments, as well as 
llu' jrricsts; for they said, that this w<nild be a work worthy the 
jjinos of his govermnenl, that he rniglit have a memorial of such 
j novelty, as being his doing. Nor did they fail of obtaining 
tlii ir (le-^ire ; for’ the king, with the snlfrages of those that came 
inlotlu' Sanhedrim, granted the singers of liymns this ))ri\ilegc, 
iliiit thev urav lay aside their tbrrncr garments, and wear such a 
Inu n ouc as they (ic'iired : and as a part of this tribe ministered 
Ml (lie teiiijile, hi‘ also p(‘rmitted them to learn thrrse liynms as 
ill. v had besougiil him lor. Now all this was contr*ary to the 
! s of our country, ss hich, whenever they have bt‘en transgi'ess- 
1 ( 1 . NO- !> ive never Ih eii a'>Ie to avoid the punishment of such 

li'iuegn ssjoii 

7. \nd now it ^vaMhal the* tem})lef was fiiiislied. So, when 
(hr })«■''} 1'* saw that 1 he woi’kinen wta'e imenrployed, who were 
.ih(Ae > 'nhtetai tlioii^aiul, and (hat they, receiving no wages, 
uriv i'i want, bceaii-e they had earned llu'ir bread by their la- 
hniiis the tianple, and while they weia^ iniwilling to keep 

dieiii l>v die I rea.^ life's (lull were thei’o dej)o>ite(l, out of tear’ ol’ 
dii.ii’ bi ing (aiiietl away by; the Uomaiis: and while they had 
.1 irgiid to the making proNi-iioit for the workmen, they irad a 
'i.iiu! \i) ev|!end tho-e trea-m'e.s upon them; for if any one ol 
iliiia ilid but labour I’or a single hour, he received his pay irn- 
li * dliil.-lv : so tin v pei’^naiied him to r’ebnild the eastern clois- 
tfi’s. I'lie.e 1 loi‘<t(‘rs ladongt'd to the outer' court, aiul were si- 
iiciltd in a deep vallev, aird irad walls that ivaehetl four hundred 
nihil-; i in Iv ugth,"] and woi'e built ol' square and very while 
^ii'iies the length of each of whii h stones was twenty cubits, and 
'lieii' height: si\ cnirilN. 'i'hi.'> was the w'ork of kirrg Solomon, | 
vdin jii.,i ()t':dl built iheeirtire lem|)le. Ihil king Agrippa, W’ho 
Irid the car e of the lemi'h* coimnilteil to him by Claudius Cmsar*, 


^ Tt'.is insdioii petition of son.e t f t!ic l.oiles, to wi*;ir tljc saccrctotal rrnriucnts, 
"ih'M tluy Min|^ I'.Mijii-, n> (m**! in the f-inple, was Niiy ])rol).ilKY onoi-.l*, to Uu* great 
I'les^ion and cnnteri'.pl ti\e haughty high priests Inul now hionghl Uieir hrelhreii the 
into; ofuiiieli see eii.t)). vi»i. siet. S', aiul viiap. i\. sect. "J. 
f" Ol this rmi hiiig, not 4 )i (he Ni->f t»r /.o'l/ hitust’. h*il oi the or courts abi>iit 

yfle.! ill gfiural the /. //ly.'r, st e tt»e note • n U. Wli. d- M'- -‘'OCf. ^ 

t 01 'hese cloisters of Solotuoig «.ii* Cie ifsciipiion td the tiiuplc, ch. xiii, they 
hy Jo>,epl»u,s' word-*, t<» havi l»ecii huilt from (he lioltom ol the NalU y. 
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considering that it is easy to demolish any building, but hard to 
build it up again, and tliat it was particularly hard to do it to 
these cloisters, whicli wT)uld require a considerable time, and 
great suins of money, he denied the petitioners their request, 
about that matter ; but he did not obstruct them wlien tliey clc« 
sirecl the city might be paved with wliite stone, lie also de- 
prived Jesus the son of Gfimaliel, of the high priesthood, and 
gave it to Matthias, the son of Theoi)hilus, under whom the 
Jews' war with the Romans took its beginning. 

CHAP. X. 

An enumeration of the high j^riests. 

$ 1. And how I think it proper and agreeable to this hib- 

tory, to give an account of our high priests ; how thtjy began, 
who those are which are capable of that dignity, and how many 
of them there had been at the end of the war. In the lii M place, 
therefore, history informs us, that Aaron, the brother of Moses, 
officiated to God as a high priest, and that, alter his dcatli, 
liis sons succeeded liiin iinmediately ; and that, this digniiv 
hath been continuo<l down from them all to their ])o.steritv. 
Whence it is a custom of our country, that no one should take 
the high priesthood of God, bnt he who is ol’ the blood of 
Aaron, while every one that is of another stock, though he were 
king, can never obtain tliat high jiricsthood. Accordingly, tlic 
number of all the high priests from Aaron, of whom we have 
spoken already, as ol' the first of them, until Phanas, who was 
made high priest during the war by the seditious, was eiglit}* 
three; of whom thirteen, officiated as high priests in the wiklcr- 
ness, from the days of Mosc's, while the tabernacle was stand- 
ing, until the people came into Judea, when king Solomon 
erected the teinjile to God : for at the first they held the high 
priesthood till the end of their life, although afterward tin v 
had successors while they were alive. Now these thirteen, wiio 
were the descendants of two of the sons of Aaron, received this 
dignity by succession, one after another ; for their form ot 
government was an aristiwi acy, and after that a monarcliy, and 
in the third place tliegove. nm I't was regal. Now, the number 
of years during the rule of these thirtemi, from the day when 
^ur fathers dc^parted out of I^gypt, under Moses their leader, 
until the building of tliat temple which king Solomon erected 
at Jerusalem, were six hundred and twelve. After those tlm- 
teen high priests, eighteen look the high priesthood at Jerusa- 
'em, one in succession to another, from the days of king Solo- 
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I nion, until Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, made an expedi- 
ioii against that city, and burnt the temple, and removed our 
latioii into Babylon, and then took Josadek, the high priest, cap- 
ivc; the times of these high priests were four hundred sixty- 
years six months and ton days, while the Jews were still un- 
[er the regal government. But after the term of seventy years’ 
aptivity under the Babylonians, Cyrus, king of Persia, sent the 
ews li’oni Babylon to their own land again, and gave them leave 
0 rebuild their temple ; at whicii time, Jesus, the sou of Josadek, 
juk the high priesthood over the captives when they Avore re- 
Liriied home. Now lie and his posterity, who were in all fifteen, 
ntil king Antiochus Kupator, were under adenioeratieal govern- 
lent for four hundred and fourteen years ; and then the foremen- 
ioiied Antiochus, and Lysia the general of his army, deprived O- 
liasjwhowasalsocalled Menelans, of the high priesthood, and slew 
liin at Berea, and ilriving away the son [oi‘ Onias the third,] put 
uciiiius into the place of the high jiriest, one that was indeed of 
he stock of Aaron, but not of that family of Oniiis. On which 
ccount, Onias, who was the nephew of ()nias that was dead, and 
lore the same name with his father, came into Egypt, and g:ot 
iito the iViendship of Ptolemy Philometer, and Cle opatra Ids 
kite, aiul persuaded them to inako him the high ]'iriesl of that 
Liiiple which he built to (lod in the ])ra‘fecliire of lieiujpolis, 
[id this in imitation of that at Jerusalem ; but iis for tiiat tem- 
ile wliicli was built in Egypt, wc have spoken of it Irecjueiitly 
iroady. Now, when Jaeimnshad retained the priesthood three 
oils, lie dieil, and there was no one that succeeded him, so tliat 
lie city continued seven years without a high priest; but then 
lie po-iei ity of the sons of Asamoiieus, who had the govermneiit 
>1 the nation coiilerred upon them, wluii they had beaten the 
Macedonians in vvar, ajipointcd Jonathan to be their high priest, 
dio ruled over them seven years. And when he had been slain 
ly the treacherous coiilrivanco of Trvjdio, as wc have related 
oiiicwhero, Simon his biaither took the high priesthood ; and 
vben he was destroyed at a feast by the treachery ot his son-in- 
‘I'v, his own son, whose name was llyrcanus, sueca'eded him, ai- 
he had held the high jn iesthood one vear longer than his bro- 
lier. Ihis Hyrcamis en'p^yed thatilignily thirty years, and died 
old mail, leaving the succession to Judas, who was also called 
'^dstobuhis, whose brother Ah. xander was his heir; which Jii- 
bs died ol a sore distemper, alter he Inul kt'pt the priesthood) 
Wthcr with the royal authority, for this Jinlas was the first 
'^‘itput on his head a diadem, for oiu' year. And when Alexander 
been both king and high pri*'sl twenty- seven years, he de* 
ikijj permitted his wde Alexandra to appoint him 

i>liould be higli priest; so she gave the high priesthood to 
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Hyrcaniis, but retahuHl the kingdom herself nine years, and 
departed this life. The like duration [and no longer] did 
son I [vrcauiis en joy the high j)riesthood; for after her death lij^ 
brother Aristobuliis fought against liini, and beat liiin, aiiil dp 
prived him of his principality; and he did himself both rvi,rp 
and perf )rm the oHice of high priest to Clod. Hut when lie 
reigned three years and as many months, l\)m})ey came udiu 
him, and not only took the city of Jerusalem by force, hat pi, { 
him and his children in bonds, and sent them to Romo. ] 
restored the high priesthood to Ilyreaims, ami made him oov(,.* 
nor of the nation, hut forbade him to wear a diatlem. Xlii< 
Hvrcanus ruled, besides his first nine years, twenty-l()iir vcars 
more, when Harzapharnes and Parconis, the generals of 
thians, ])assed over Knphrates, and louglit with 1 lyrcana>, jii 
took liiin alive, and made Antigomis, the son of Aristohul,,;; 
king: and when he had reigned three years and thne laoinlis 
Sosiiis ami Herod besieged biin, ami t()*)k him, when Aiitonv 
had him brought to Antioch, and slain there, 1 leroil w;m (li[j, 
made king by the Roiiums, but did no longer appoint iiin] 
ju'iests out of the tlimilv of Asamoneus ; but made C( i l.nn nier 
to be so that were ol’ no eminent ilunilic';. but barelv oi those 
that were priests, exce|)ting that he gave that digniiv (o /vristo* 
hiih.n : for when he had nuide this Ari-'iohulus, ilu.* grniuf.onof 
that Ilyrcaiiii^ '.vlio was then taken by (he Ikii'lliiaii^. anil Ih; 
taken ins sister .Mariainne to wife, he l hereby aimed to \uii ilj 
g*ood-will of the ))eoph% who had a kind min. nihi eia c of J .'\r 
camu f ins g;raiidl’alher.] \’el did he aiu rw ard, oni ol’ l/h loi 
lest they siioukl ail l)iaid their inchnatii)n> to Ari'-lolnilus, pii 
him to death, and thatlyv contriving how to Inive. him snliiK'iiU.il 
as he was swimming at Jericho, as we have alreadv rrlairil 1 
matter; but after this man l:e never inlru.^led the high pjk 
hood to the posterity ol llieson.soi Asamoneus. Arehi laii" also, 
Herod’ >oii, did like his lather in the appointment el Iih“ lii 
priests, ;:s did the ivonians al>o who look the govmnnienl ovoi 
tluj J<jws into their liamk afterward, A(‘t(U-(lingly the aunikci 
of the high priests, Irani the days of Herod until the day when 
Titus took the tejnj>ie and the city, ami burnt them, wiiv in all 
twenty-eight; the time aUo that belonged to them was a hiiir 
died and seven yean.*,, home of the.^e were the political gover- 
nors of ihe ]H;o)de undrr the reign of IKaod, ami uu(lcr tlit' 
reign of Archelaus his .ou, although, after their death, the 
government became an aristocracy, and llie high priests won’ 
intrusted with Jt dominion over the nation. Aiul thus naich 
sulll( c to he said concerning our high priests. 
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CHAP. XI. 

^Coucem^'fig F/orus ihe prommLor^ nrccssitalcd the Jens to 
take up arms againsL ihe Romans, The conclusion, 

^ 1. Gcssiiis Florus, who was sent as successor to Albi- 

iiiis by Nero, filled Judea with abmidance of’ miseries. He was 
of tlic city of Clazoinenje, and hroiinlit along witli him 
Ills wife Cleojialra, (by whose frienclsbi|) with Po})])ea, Kero’s 
be obtained this government,) who vvnsno way dilfercnt from 
liini ia wickedness. J’bis Floras was so wicked, and so violent 
ill the use of his authority, that the Jews UK)k Albiniis to have 
Ix'cu [ comparatively’] their benel'actor ; so excessive, were the inis- 
(hirfs tliat he brought upon tluan. For Albinus concealed liis 
ivickedness, and was carcdul that it might not be discovered to 
till men ; but Cies^ius Floras, a^ though he hatl been sent on pur- 
pose to >ho\v his ci’inu‘s to everybody, iiuule a |)on)pons ostenta- 
tion of tlieri to our nation, a^ never omitting any sort of violence, 
nor unv imjtiM’ sort of punisliment : for he was not to be moved 
bv pitv, and luwer ^\as sati^lied with any degree of gain tliat 
eiine in liis way; nor had he any more ngard to gitalthan to 
.small accjiii''itions, lait became* a partner with the robbers tlieni- 
sdves. f ur a great many fell tlien into that pr.u lice without 
bar, as hadiig liim !or their seciuily, and depending on him, 
ibat he \\ u.Jd save tin in harmle''.s in tlu.-ir j>articular robberies; 
Ml that tiiei'e were no bounds m I to tin* nation’s miseri«.s; but 
(ill* uiifappv .lews, wlieii ihev Were not able to bear the de vasta" 
lioi'.s uii’.eh the robbeiN nuuli* among them, were all under a iK*- 
evitv of h aving tlieir own haliilabnnis, and of Hying- away, as 
ej)!iig IV) dwell more e:i>ilv any where else in the world among 
bivigiuis, [ tliiin in tlieir own connlry. j And what need I say 
:mv luoro iij)on this head i since it was this Floras who nc- 
rrs^ilated us to take up arms again -t tlie llciinans, wliile we 
(lieiiglil. it better to be destroyed at once, than by little and little. 
Now this war began in the seioiul year of the government oi 
Honis, and llie tw elfth Year of the ri. ign ol Kero. Ihit then 
"hat actions we were Ibrci-d to <io, or w hat miseries we wore 
tiiiibled to sutler, may be accurately known by such as will por- 
those books wblcli 1 have ritten about tlie Jtwvish war. 

-h I shall now, therefore, make an end here of my Auti(|uities ; 
the conclusion of which events, I begin to w riu* lhatacc(>unt 
of the War; and these Auticjiiities contain what hath becndeliv- 
^** 0(1 (h)^vu from the original creation ol man, until the 

f^hh year of the reign of Kero, as (o w hat hath befallen the 
as well in Fgypt as in Syria, ami in Palestine, and whal 
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we have suffered from the Aesyrians and Babylonians, and wha 
afllicilons the Persians and Macedonians, and after them tli, 
Romans have brought upon us ; for I think I may say that 
have composed this history with sufficient accuracy in all thiiKrs 
I Jiave attempted to enumerate those high priests that we liavi 
had during the interval of two thousand years : I have als( 
carried down the successions of our kings, and related thoi 
actions, and political administration ; without [considerable 
errors, as also the power of our monarchs ; and all accordino 
what is \vriitcn in our sacretl l)ooks; lor this it was that I pro 
inised to do in tlic beginning of this history. And I am so bolt 
as to say, now I have so completely t)eii‘ectcd the work I pro. 
posed to myself to do, that no otlier person, whether he were j 
Jew or a foreigner, had ho ever so great an inclination to it 
could so accurately deliver these accounts to the Greeks as i; 
done in these books. For those of my own nation freely ac 
knowletlge, that I far exceed them in the learning belonging u 
Jews ; I have also taken a great deal of pains to obtain the learn- 
ing of the Greeks, and understand the elements ol* the Grcd 
language, although I have so long accustomed myself to sjKnl 
our own tongue, that I cannot pronounce Gixu'k with snllicieni 
exactness; for our own nation docs not encourage those that lean 
the languages ofinany nations, and so adorn their discourses witl: 
the smoothness of their ])criods ; because tln^y look uj)on thi.s .soii 
of accomplishment as common, not only to all sorts of free iiieii, 
but to as many of the servants as ])lcase to learn tluan. But i!m.\ 
give him the testimony of bi*ing a wise man, who fully ac(|iiaiiii- 
ed with our hnvs, and is able to interpret tlndr moaning ; on 
w hich account, as there have been many who have done their en- 
deavours with great patience to obtain this learning, there Inivt 
yet iiardly been so many as two or three that have succccclet] 
therein, who were immediately well rewarded for their pnins 
And now it will not be perhaps an invidious thing, il I ti'oa 
hrieffy of my own family, and of the actions of my own lik' 
while there is still living sncli as can either prove what I say t( 
be false, or can attest that it is true; witli w'liich accounts I shal 
put an end to thc^e Amujuities, which are contained in twenU 
Ix^oks and sixty tlious:md verses. And if God * permit hhs 1 
will briefly run over this war again, with what befell us tlicreii 
to this very day, w ftich is the thirteenth year of the reiga 
Cmsar Domitian, and U;e fifty-sixth year of my own life. I 

• What Jo ioplius ch clarcs his intmtion to do, if God 

Oil* \i A Vic a an abrii;:,nunU of lUc Jewish ll'ar and to add what bt’fdt 
(her to ih'iL vrr>f (lof/y Uic l.>th of DuinAian, or A. I). riot du 

observed, takun d;slincl notico ol !»y ;iny i>m- ; nor do we ever hear 
wliere, whether lie [>orfoi‘med what he now intended or not. Sonic ol t 
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jjIso an intention to write three books concerning our Jewish 
opinions about God and his essence, and about our laws ; why, 
according to them, some things are permitted us to do, and 
others are prohibited. 

sons of liis design of his might possibly bo, his observation of tlie many errors he liad 
been guilty of in tlie two first of those seven books of tlie War, which were written 
when he was comparatively young, and less acquainted with the Jewish Antiquities 
than lie now was, and in which abridgment we might have hoped to find those many 
passages which himself, as well as those several passages which others refer to, as 
written by him, hut which are not extant in his present w'orks. However, since many 
of li-s own references to what he had written elsewhere, as well as most of his own 
errors, belong to such early limes as could not wdl come into this abridgment of the 
Icwish Well' ; and since none of those that quote things not now extant in his works, 
including himself as w'ell as others, ever cite any such abridgment, I am forced 
rather to suppose tlkit he never did publish any such work at all ; 1 mean, as distinct 
from his own life, written by himself, for an appendix to these Antiquities, and tliis 
at leas! seven years after these Antiquities were finished. Nor indeed does it appear 
to me that Josephus ever published that oUier work here mentioned, as intendt^ by 
him for the public also ; 1 mean the tliree or four brx)ks, concerninff God and hi* 
cssencct and concerning the Jewish laws; why, according to them, some things were jwr- 
mdctl the Jews and others prohibited; which last seems to be the same w'ork which 
Josephus had al'O promised, i/* God pennitted, as the conclusion of his preface to these 
Antiquities ; nor do I suppose that lie ever published any of them. The death of all 
friends at court, \’(‘spasian, Titus, and Domitian, and the coming of those he had 
10 acquaintance with to tlie crown, 1 mean Nerva and Trajan, together with his re- 
noval from Home to Judea, with what followed it, might easily interrupt such his 
, mentions, and prevent his publication of tiiosc works. 
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FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS. 


§ 1. A HE fiimily from which I am derived is not an ignol)le 

one, but hath descended all along from the priests ; and as nobi- 
lity among several people is of a different origin, so witli ns to 
be of a sacerdotal clignity, is an indication of the splendour ofa 
family. Now, I am not only sprung from a sacerdotal family in 
general, but from the first of tlie twenty-four'^ courses; imd as 
among us there is not only a considerable diflerence between 
one family of each course and another, 1 am of the cliief faiijily 
ot that first course also ; nay, farther, by my mother I am of 
the royal blooel ; for the children of Asamoncus, from whom 
that family w'as derived, had both the olHce of the high ])riest- 
hood, and the dignity of a king, for a long time together. I will 
accordingly set down iny progenitors in order. My grand- 
father’s iatlier was named Simon, with tlie addition of PseJIns: 
he lived at the same time with that son of Simon the high prmst, 
who, first of all the high j)riests, was named llyrcanus. This Si- 
mon Psclhis had nine sons, one of which was Matthias, called 
Ephlias; lie married tlie daughter of Jonathan the high priobl, 
w'hicli Jonathan was the first ot the sons of Asaiiioneu.s, who 
was high priest, and was the brother of Simon the high priest 
also. This Maltliias had a son called Matthias Cnrtus, and that 
in the first year ol the government of llyrcanus ; his son’s name 
w'as Joseph, horn in tlie ninth year of the reign of Alexaiulra; 
his son ^latthias was born in the tenth year of the reign of Ar- 

• \Vc may hence correct the error of tlie Latin copy of the second book 
Apion, sect. 7, s. (for the Gre»*k i> lliere lo t,} wlilcli says, there were tlien only Ibur 
tribes or courses of the priest', in li ;>t twenty- niiir. Nor is this testimony to 
disregarded, as if Jo'eplins then* c nfrihctuil v.hat he laid nflirined here; heea’ise 
even the account lln.'-u '.iVv-n bi u - 1 lu twenty. four than to four courses 

he says tltat each of those ci uis. s vonimiKd uhove ,a) 0 men, which multiplied by 
only four, will rn.ike not more than KX) priests; whereas the numlKT 
niuhiplied by 2-1, seems much the most probable, they lie ng one- tenth of the whole* 
people, even after die ca|)tivity. 8 f.zra ii. Sb’ — 39. Nth. vii. 39 — 13. 1 
V. 24, 23. witli Ezra ii. 31. Ncli. ui. fi6. 1 Lsil. v. •}!. Nor will this coinintn 
reading or notion of but four courses of priests, agree with Josephus’ own fjirdit^f 
as^rtton elsewhere, Antirj. Jh Vli. eh. xiv. sect 7. that David’s partition of tli^ 
priests into twenty-four course's had continued to that day. 
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chcliius , as was I bom to Matthias on the first year of the reign 
^)f Caius Caesar. I have three sons ; Hyrcanus, the eldest, was 
born on the fourth year ot* the reign of Vespasmn ; as was Justus 
born on the seventh, and Agrippa on the ninth. Thus have I 
set down the genealogy of iny family as I have found it describ- 
ed * ill the public records, and so bid adieu to those who ca- 
lumniate me, [as of a lower original.] 

2. Now niy father Matthias was not only eminent on account 
of his nobility, but had a higher commendation on account of 
liis righteousness, and was in great reputation in Jerusalem, the 
(neatest city we have. I was myself brought up with my bro- 
ther, whose name was Matthias, for he was my own brother, 
by both father and mother; and I made mighty proficiency in 
the iinprovcinents of my learning, and appeared to have both 
a oroat memory and understanding. Moreover, when I was a 
t'liild, and about fourteen years of age, I was commended by all 
for the love 1 had to learning ; on which account the high priests 
and })rineipai men of the city came then IVequently to me toge- 
ther, in ouler to know my opinion about the accurate iinderstand- 
iiiu: of jioints of the law. And when I was about sixteen years old, 

1 had a mind to make trial of the several sects that were among 
us. These sects are three; the first is that of the Pharisees, the 
second that of the Sadiliiee(‘s, and the third that of the Essens, 
as we have frecjiiently told yon; for I thought that by tliis means 
I inigiit choose tlie best, if 1 were once acquainteil with them all; 
so 1 eoiiienteil myself with hard fare, and underwent great diffi- 
(allies, and went through them all. Nor did 1 content myself 
with these trials only; but when I was inforincd that one wliose 
luinie was Hanus, lived in the desert, and used no other clothing 
tiiaii grew upon trees, and had no other food than what grew of 
its own accord, and bathed himself in cold water frequently, both 
by night and by day, in order to preserve his chastity, 1 imitat- 
ed liiin in those things, and continued with him three years.f 

* Am cmiiu'nt example of the care of ilic Jews about llieir genealogies, especially 
astoUiu priests. See Contr. Ap. IL I. ch. 7. 

t Wlu*n Josephus here says, tliat from sixteen to nineteen, or for llircc years, he 
riiaile trial of the three JewiNli sects, the Pharisees, the Sadducees, and die Kssens, 
and yet say> presently, in all our copies, that lie stayed besides with one particular 
iy>atie, called lianus, avrn with him^ and this stdl before he was niiietCH?n, there 
is liiile room left for his trial of the three other sods. 1 Mi))po e, therefore, tl)at for 
Ttfl avrvy with hiviy the old reading tnighi be nrcc9 avrvit xcith thrm : >Nhich is a very 
emendation, and lakes away the difliculty before us. Nor is Dr. Hudson’s 
^'enjociuru hinted at hy Mr. Hall in hi.-» preface to the doctor’s edition of Josephus^ 
"d all improhahle, that this Hanus, by this his description, might well be a follow- 
ol John the ihiptist, and that from him Josephus might easily imbibe such 
jiotions, as afterward prepared liim to have a favourable opinion about Jesus ChriMi 
“iW'elt, who was attested to by John tliv: Baptist 
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So when I had accomplished my desires, I returned back to tlie 
city, being now nineteen years old, and began to conduct myself 
according to the rules of the sect of the Pharisees, which is of 
kin to the sect of the Stoics, as the Greeks call them. 

S. But when I was in the twenty-sixth year of my age, it 
happened tlmt I took a voyage to Rome, and this on tlie occa« 
sion wliich I shall now describe. At the time when Felix was pro- 
curator of Judea, tliere were certain priests of my acquaintanc e, 
and very excellent persons they were, wlioin on a small and tril^ 
ling occasion he had j)iit into bonds, and sent to Rome to plead 
tlieir cause before Ca?sar. These I was desirous to procure de- 
liverance for, and that especially because I was informed that 
they were not unmindful of piety towards God even under their 
afflictions, but supjiorted tlieniselves with figs and nuts. * Ac- 
cordingly I came to Rome, though it were thn)iigh a great num- 
ber of hazards by sea ; for, as our ship was drowned in the 
Adriatic sea, we that were in it, being about six hundred in ninn- 
berf swam for our lives all the night; when, upon the first ap- 
pearance of the day, and upon our sight of a ship of Cyivne, I 
and some others, eighty in all, by GoePs providence, prevented 
the rest, and were taken up into the otner ship. And when I 
had thus escaped, and was come to Dicearchia, wliicli the Italians 
call Piiteoli, I became acquainted with Aliturius, an actor of 
plays, and much beloved by Nero, but a Jew by birth; tliroiigh 
bis interest became known to Poppcii, Caesar’s wife, and took 
care, as soon as jiossible, to entreat her to procure, that the 
priests might be set at liberty. And when, besides tins 1‘avour, I 
had obtained many j)rescnts from Poppea, 1 returned home again. 

4. And now I perceived innovations were already begun, and 
tliat there were a great iiiuny very much elevated in hopes of a 
revolt from the lionians. 1 iherelbre endeavoured to put a stop 
to these tumultuous persons, and persuaded them to change their 
minds; and laid before their eyes against whom it was that they 
were going to fight, and told them that they were inferior to llic 
Romans not only in martial skill, but also in po(xi Ibrtune; and 
desired them not raslily, and after thc 3 most loolish manner, to 
bring on the dangers of the jnost terrible mischiefs upon tlicir 
country, upon their families, and u|)on themselves. And this I said 

• We may note Iierc, that religious n-.cu among the Jcur, or at least those 
were priests, were sometimes aNCciies albo, and, like Daniel and his cornjianiun!) in 
Babylon, Dan. i b.— 16 *. ate no fle.sh, but Jij^s and nulh only. 'I'his was like 
the or austere diets of the Cliribtian ascetics in Fiission week. Conbtiu 

f It hath been tliought the nutnber of Paul and his companions c n thip board, 
Acts xivii. 37. which are 276 in our copies, are too many ; wlKfcas w*e hod hcio 
that Josephus and Ills companions, a very few vears after Uie other, were about 
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with a vehement exhortation, because I foresavir that the end of 
such a war would be most unfortunate to us. But I could not 
persuade them ; for the madness of desperate men was quite too 

harder me. 

5 , I was then afraid, lest by inculcating these things so often, 

I should incur their hatred and their suspicions, as if I were of 
our enemies’ party, and should run into the danger of being seiz- 
ed by them, and slain ; since they were already possessed of 
Antonia, which was the citadel ; so I retired into the inner court 
of the temple. Yet did I go out of the temple again, after Ma- 
iiahern and the principal of tlie band of robbers were j)iit to death, 
when I abode among the high priests and the chief of the Pha- 
risees. But no small fear seized upon us when w e saw the peo- 
ple in arms, while w'e ourselves knew not wdiat w^e should do, 
and were not able to restrain their seditions. How ever, as the 
daiu^er w'as directly ujion us, we pretended that we were of the 
same oi)inion with them, but only advised them to be quiet lor 
the present, aiul to let the enenty go away, still lioping, that 
Ocssiiis [Floras] would not be long ere he eainc, and that wdth 
great forces, and so jnit an end to these seditious j)roccedings, 

6. But} upon his coining and fighting, lie was beaten, and a 
great many of those that were with him fell. And this disgrace 
[wliieli (lessius w ith Ccstius] received, became the calamity of 
our w hole nation ; for those that were fond of the w ar w ere so far 
elevated w ilh this success, that they had hopes of linally conquer- 
ing tlie Ib'inans. Of which war another occasion was minister- 
ed, which was this; Those that dwelt in the neighbouring cities 
of Syria seized upon such Jew s as dw elt among them, w ith their 
wives and children, and slew’ them, when they had not the least 
occasion of complaint against them ; for they did neither attempt 
any innovation or revolt from tlie llonuiiis, nor had they given 
any marks of hatred or treacherous designs towards the iSyrimis. 
Butwiiat was done by the inhabitants of Scythopolis was the 
most impious and most highly criminal of all for, when the 
Jews, their enemies, came upon tlicm from w ithout, they forced 
the Jews that were among tliem to bem' arms against their own 
couiUrvmcn, which it is unlawful for us to do :f and when by 
their assistance, they had joined battle w ith those that attackcil 
them, and had beaten them, after that victory they forgot the 

• See of the War, H. II, ch. xviii. sect. 3. 

t Ihe Jews might cuUect the imlawfuluess of (igtitlng against their brethren from 
that law of IMoses, Lev. xix. 16. “ Th<»u shalt not staml agaiitst the hlia)d of 
“ thy uiighhour nnil that, vcr. 17. 'I’hou t»hnU not avenge, nor bear any grudge 
" against the ehildren of thy people ; but thou shalt love llty neij^hbour as thyself;" 
a• ** Well as from many otlier places in the IVntateueh and IVophels. Sec Antiq. 

Vlll. ch. v.ii. sect. 3. 
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ussuranccs they had given these their fellow-citizens and confe. 
derates, and slew them all, being in number many ten thousm ^ 
[13,000.] The like miseries were undergone by those Jew, 
that were the inhabitants of Damascus. But we have given I 
more accurate account of these things in the books of the Jew. 
ish war. I only mention them now, because I would demon, 
strate to my readers, that the Jews’ war with the Homans waj 
not voluntary, but that, for the main, they were forced by ne. 
cessity to enter into it. 

7. So when Gessius had been beaten, as we have said already 
the principal men of Jerusalem, seeing that the robbers ami in. 
iiovators had arms in great plenty, and fearing lest they, wJiije 
they were unprovided with arms, should be in subjeotion to tlieir 
enemies, which also came to be the case aftia'waid; and, bcimr 
inlbrmed that all Galilee had not yet revolted from the Hoinanf 
but that some j)art of* it was still quiet, they sent me and two 
others of the priests, who were men of excellent characters, Jo/ar 
and Judas, in (jrder to persuade the ill men there to lav down 
their anirs, and to teach them this los.son, that it were belter to 
liave those arms reserved for the most courageous men tliat the 
nation had, [than to be ke|)t there;] for that it had been re- 
solved, tluit those our best men .should always have their arms 
ready against futurity, but still .so, that they should wait to see 
what the Homans would do. 

8. When I had therefore received tluvsc instructions, I came 
into Galilee, and Ibund the people of S‘pphoris in no small agoiiv 
about their country, by reason that flat C»alileans liad rc.s()lve(l 
to plimder it, on account of the friend^liip they had with tiie Ko- 
mans, and because lli(‘y had given iheu' right hand, and imulea 
league with Cestius (iallim, the president of Syria. But I de- 
livered them all out of tlu; tear they were in, and persuaded llio 
multitude to deal kindly with them, and pennillcd them to scud 
to those that were their own ho.stages with Gessius to Dora, 
which is a city of Plienicia, as often as they pleascal ; though 1 
still found the inhabitants of 'l iberias ready to take anus, mid 
that oil the occasion following: 

9. There wcr<! tlirta* !a( tlons in this city. The first was com- 
posed of men of worth am! gravity; of these Julius Capelins was 
the head. Now he, av v'< il :s all his companions, Ilcrocl the 
son of Miaru^, and Herod the son of (jamalus, and Compsustlic 
son of Com}) ills, (ffU' as to C'Mnp.sus’ brother (h-ispus, who had 
once l)een governor of the c*ly under the great king"*" [Agnp- 
pa,] he was beyond Jordan in hi.s own pos.scssions ;) all 

• 'HiAt i}i»s IfiroJ the fiitlior, w.is <»f old railed a Great Kingt fl* 

i»p|;4!ar^ l>y his '.liU ttfiiaiiiing ; lo which Uiiwrcamp leiVs 
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persons before named gave their advice, that the city should then 
eontinne in their allegiance to the Romans, and to the king. But 
pistusj who was guided by his son Justus, did not acquiesce in 
that resolution ; otherwise he was himself naturally of a good 
«iiul virtuous character. But the second faction was composed 
pf the most ignoble persons, and was determined for war. But 
for Justus, the son of Pistus, who was the head of the third 
fiction, althongli he pretended to be doubtful about going to war, 
yet ^vas he really desirous of innovation, as supposing that he 
should gain power to himself by the change of affairs. He therc- 
jhrccaine into the midst ol* tlicm, and endeavoured to inform the 
iiuiltitude. That the city Tiberias had ever been a city of 
‘•Galilee, and that in the days of Herod tlie tctrarch, wIjo had 
“built it. it had obtained the principal place, and that he had or- 
“ (loml that tlie city Sejiphoris should be subordinate to the city 
“Tiberias; that they had not lost this j^re-eininence even under 
“ A'H'ippa the father, but had retained it until Felix was ]u*ocii- 
“ niter of Judea. But lu* told them, that now they liad been so 
“ iiiifurtunate ns to be made a ])resent by Xero to Agrippa ju- 
“nior; and that, u])on Sej)phoris' suhiiUNsion of itself to the 
“ lloiiians, that was become the capital city of (ialilee, and that 
“tlie roval treasury und the archives were now removed from 
“them/’ When lie had spoken these things, and a great many 
more mniiiet Agrippa, in order to provoke the people to a revolt, 
lie aiUled, That this was the lime for them to take arms, and 
“ join with die (lalileans as their conl’ederates, (whom they might 
“ coimnaiiil, and who would now ^\i^lingly assist them out of the 
‘‘ liatvnl they bore to the people of Sepphoris, because they pre- 
sorvoil llieir lidelity to the lloman'^,) and to gather a great nmn- 
1 h r of I'orccs in order to jninish them.*' And. as he said this, he 
oxhortdl the multitude [to go to war;] for his abilities lay in 
luakiug harangues to the peojile, and in being too liard in his 
>})ccdKs ior such as oppc»scd him, though they advised what was 
more U) their advantage, and this by his craftiness and his falla- 
ois, for he was not unskilful in the learning ot the Greeks, 
::(1 in dependance on that skill it was, that he undertook to 
Mite a history of these alfairs, as aiming by this way of ha- 
raiiiruing tiMlisgiiise the truth. But as to this man. and how ill 
"ere \\\i character and conduct cTlife, and how he and his brother 
"ere, in a great measure, the anthois of ou)' destruction, 1 sliall 
give the reader an account in the progress ot my narration. So 
"hen Justus had, by Ins persuasions, prevailed with the citizens 
ul l iberias to lake arms, nay, and bail forced a great many so to 
do against their will, he went out, and sot the villagts that be- 
longed to Gadnra and Hippos on fire; wliicli villages were si- 
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tuated on the borders of Tiberias* and of the region of Scythe 
polis. 

10. And this was the state Tiberias was now iiu But as fo 
Gischahi, its affairs were thus : When John, the son of Lev 
saw some of his citizens much elevated upon tlieir revolt fror 
the Romans, he laboured to restrain tliein, and entreated tlicm 
that they would keep their allegiance to them. But he couli 
not gain his purpose, although he did his endeavours to the ut 
most ; for the neighbouring people of Gadara, and Gabara, ain 
Sogana, with the Tyrians, got together a great army, and I'el 
upon Gischala, and took Gischala by force, and set it on firg 
and when they had entirely demolished it, they returned home 
Upon whicli John was so enraged, that he armed all his men 
and joined battle with the people iorementioned, and rebuil 
Gischala after a manner better tliaii before, and fortilied it witl 
walls for its future security. 

11. But Gamala persevered in its allegiance to the Romans, 
for the reason following : Philip the son of .lacimus, who waj 
their governor under king Agrippa, had been uncxpecUdlv pro- 
served when the royal ))alace at Jerusalem had been l)e.^io!;tHl 
but as he Hed away, had fallen into another danger, and ihiU was, 
of being killed by Alariahein, and the robbers that were withliiia 
but certain Babylonians, who were of liis kindred, and were llici: 
in Jerusalem, hindered the robbers from executing their (losiirii, 
So Philip staid tlicre four days, and lleil away on the lifth, liav- 
iiig disguised himself w ith iictitious hair, that he might nut he 
discovered ; and when he was come to one of the villages to him 
belonging, but one that w as situated at the borders of the citadel 
of Gamala, he sent (o some of those that were under him, and 
commanded them to come to him. But Gotl himself hindered 
that liis intention, and this for his own advantage also; for had 
it not so happened, he had certainly perished. For a lever Imvinji 
seized upon him immediately, he wrote to Agrip|)a and Kernicc, 
und gave them to one of his freed men to carry them to X'arusj 
who at this time was procurator of the kingdom, w hich thekiiif] 
and his sister had intrusted him withal, w hile they w ere gone tc 
Berytus w ith an intention of meeting Gessius. Wlieii Varus had 
received these letters of IMiilip, and had learned that he was prc« 
served, he was very uneasy at it, as supposing that he should ap- 
pear useless to the king and his sister, now Philip was come. Ik 
therefore produced the carra^rof the letters before the multitude, 
and accused him of lorging the same ; and said, that he spoke 
falsely when he related that Philip was not at Jerusalem, lightinp 
among the Jews agaiirst the Homans. So he slew him. Ant 
when this freed man of Philip did not return again, Phdip wa' 
doubtful what should be the occasion of his stay, and sent a J’t-' 
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cond messenger with letters, lliat he might upon his return, in- 
form Ini'i what had befallen the other tluit had been sent before, 
and why he tarried so long. Varus accused this messenger also, 
^vlien he came, of telling a falsehood, and slew him. For he was 
pulled up by the Syrians that were at Cesarea, and had great ex- 
pectations ; for they said that Agrippa would be slain by the Ro- 
mans Tor the crimes which the Jews had committed, and that he 
should liimsclf take the government, as derived from their kings ; 
Ihr Vai’us was, by the coiilession of all, of the royal 1‘amily, as be- 
iiijr a clesccmdent of Sohetnus, who had enjoyed a tetraixjhy about 
]/lbaniis ; for whicli reason it was that he was puffed up, and 
hopt the letters to himself. He contrived, also, that the king 
should not im*et w'ilh those writings by guarding all tlie passes, 
lest unv t>ne should eseajic, and inform the king what had been 
(lone. I le moreover slew many of the Jews, in order to gratify 
(ha Svrians of C’esarea. 1 1(? had a mind also to join with the 
Timhonites in IJatanea, and to take up arms and make an as- 
sault upon the ilabyloiiiaii Jews that were at F.cbatana ; for that 
wa^ the name tJiey went bv. I le therefore called to him tw'elve of 
the .lews ot' Cesarea, of the be.^t character, and onlered them to 
jro lo Ecbatana, and inibnn their eountrvmen who dwelt there, 
that Vanis hath heard, that ‘‘ you intend to mareh against the 
‘•iviiig; but, not believing that report, be bath sent ns to per- 
sii.ulc you to lay down your arms, and that this comjdiance 
“ will 1) ■ a dtfii : that lie did well not to give credit to those that 

r> ^ ^ ^ ^ 

rni‘ivcl the ri'})ort <H)nceniing you.’’ 1 le also enjoined them to 
sciul scvciuy (/f ilieir j)rinci})al men lo make a defence fi>r them 
ys lo Uiv accnsalion laid against them. ISo when the twelve 
iiu'sscugv I S eame lo their countrvinen at Kcbatana, and found 
that ilh y had no designs of innovalion at all, tliey j>ersnaded 
ihciii to send the seventy men also; who not at all suspecting 
'vhat would come, sent them accordingly. ir?o these seventy* 
down to C'esan a, lou:ether with the. Iweive ambc.ssadors, 
'vhcie Varus met them with die king’s forci* . and sK w them 
lill, together with the [twelve] ainbassatlors, and made an ex- 
pedition against the Jew.'i of Kcbatana. Hut there was one of the 
seventy wlu>K\scapeil, and made haste to inform tltc Jews of their 
eorniug; upon which lliey look their arms, with their w ives and 
^■jfddrcu, ami retired to the citadel at GamaJa, leaving their own 
full of all sorts of good things, and liaving many ten 
thousands of cattle therein. When Philip was informed of these 
he also came to the ciljulel ofOamala; and w hen he was 
the imiliiiude cried aloud, and desired him to resume the 
g^Kanincnt, and to make an expedition against Varus, and the 

* '11k‘ fam()ijs Jout!at nutwiters af iwi lvc amt -n^vonlv aiv lH*n‘ 

cc. * J5 
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Syrians of Cesarea ; for it was reported that they had slain the 
king. But Philip restrained their zeal, and put them in iniinj 
of the benefits the king liad bestowed upon them; and told tlum 
how powerful the llonums w^ere, and saitl it was not for tlitir 
advantage to make w'ar with them ; and at length he prevailed 
with them. But now, when the king Avas acquainted with Va. 
rus’ design, which was to cut off the Ji^ws of Cesarea, Ix incr 
many ten thousands, w’ith their wives and children, and nil in 
one day, he called to him E(|uiculus Modius, and sent hitn to 
be Vanish successor, as we have elsewhere related. But still 
Philip kept possession of the citadel of Gamala, and of tlie 
country adjoining to it, which thereby continued in their allc. 
glance to the Homans. 

12. Now^, as soon as I was come into Galilee, and had learned 
this state of things by the information of such as told me of tlicin, 
I wrote to the ISanhedriin at Jerusalem about tbem, ami recjiiiml 
their direction what I should do. Their direction was, that 1 
should continue there, and that, if my fellovv-legales were will- 
ing, I should join with them in the care of Galilee. But those 
my fellow-legates, having gotten great riches from lliose titlus 
which as priests were their dues, and were given tt) them, deter- 
mined to return to their owm country. Yet when I drsired (hem 
to stay so long, that we might first settle the public aff.iirs, tluv 
complied w ith me. So I removed, together with them, from tlm 
city of Sepphoris, and came to a certain village called Betliiiimis, 
four furlongs distant tVoin Tiberias; and lliencc I sent' nies^ui* 
gers to the senate of 'riberias und dcbireil that the priiieipal iiicii 
of the city would come tome: and when they were come, Justus 
himself being also with them, I tohl them, that I was vent to ilieni 
by tlie people of Jerusalem as a legate, teigelln r w ith these othir 
priests, in order to persuaile* them tii d^"nu>lisli that house which 
riercKllhe tetrarch had built there, and which had the figures ot 
liviiiir creatures in it, allhouirh our laws hail forbidden us to 
make any such figures; and I desired, llial lliey would give us 
leave so to do immediately. But for a good w hile Capelins ami 
the principal men belonging to the city would not give us leave, 
but w ere at length eiiiiiely overcome by us, and were induced to 
beof ouropinion. So Jesus the son of Sapphias, ouc ol those whom 
we have already mentioned as llie leader of a seditious tuinultol 
mariners and pxir peojile, prevented us, and took w ith huu eer- 
lain Galileans, aiul set tlie entire palace on fire, and thought Im 
should get a great deal of money thereby, because hi? saw sonw 
of the roofs gilt w ith gold. Tliey also plundered a great deu ^ 
the furniture, which w'as done without onr ajiprohatioii , 
after we had discoursed Capellus and the principal men o 
city, wc departed from Beuimaiis, and went into the uppvn 
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nice. But Jesus and his party slew all the Greeks that were in- 
hiibitants oF Tiberias, and as many others as were their enemies 
before the war began. 

13. When I understood this state of things, I was greatly pro- 
voked, and went down to Tiberias, and took all the care 1 could 
of the royal furniture, to recover all that could be recovered 
from liuch as had ))lundered it. They consisted of candlesticks 
made of Corinthian brass ; and of royal tables, and of a great 
qiKmtity ol uncoined silver; and I resolved to preserve whatso- 
ever came to my band for the king. 8o I sent for ten of the prin- 
cipal men of the senate, and for Capelins the son of Antyllus, 
and committed the furniture to them, with this charge, that 
they should part with it to nobtKly else but to myself. From 
thenee I and my fellow-h‘gates went to Gischahi to John, as de- 
drous to know his intentions, and soon saw that he was for iii- 
iiovallons, and had a mind to the principality; K)r he desired me 
to give him aulhority to carry oil* that corn wliich belonged to 
('a*sar, and lay in the villages of Upper Cialilee ; and he pretend- 
ed that he would expend what it came to in haiilding the walls 
uf his own city. But w hen I ))erc<‘ived w hat he endeavoured 
it, and w hat he had in his iniml, I said I would not permit him 
M) to do ; for that J thought either t*) keep it for the Romans, 
or lor niv*>(‘If now I was intrusted with the public aifairs there 
bv llu' people ol’ Jerusalem. But when he was not able to 
prevail with me, be betook himself to my fellow-legates ; for 
day had no sagacity in |)rc»viding for ruUirily, and were very 
rvudv to take lu'ibes. So lie con npted them with money to de- 
cree, that all that corn w hich was within his province should be 
<l('livei\<l to him ; w hile I, w ho was but one, was outvoted by 
two, and held my tongue. Then did John introduce another 
cunning contrivance of his; for he said, that tluise Jews who in- 
habited Cesarea Philippi, and were shut up by the order of the 
king’s deputy there, hail sent to him to desire him, that, since 
Hy had no oil that was pure for their use, he would provide 
J^snliicient ijuantity of sucli oil that came from the Greeks, and 
hereiy transgress their own laws. Now th.is was said by John, 
ttot out. of Ifis regard to religion, but out of his most Hagrant 
desire of gain ; for be knew, that two sextaries were sold w ith 
hem at Cesarea for one draihma, but that at Gischala Ibur- 
!>core se\t:iries wore sold for four draclnna. 8o lie gave order, 
|hut all the oil which was there should be carried away, as hav- 
'itg iny permission for so doing; which yet I did not grant liim 
Joliintarily, but only out of fear of the multitude, since, if I 
jj ^1^‘ddeii him, 1 should have been stoned by tlieiiu \Vhen 
hud therefore permitted this to he done by John, he gaineil 
5>Uiu.s of money by this his knavery. 
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14. But when I luul dismissed my fellow-legates, and sen* 
them back to .Jerusalem, I took care to liave arms provided, anc 
tlie cities fortified. And, when I had sent for the most hardv 
among the robbers, I saw that it was not in my power to take 
their arms from them; but 1 persuaded the multitude to allow 
them money as pay, and U)ld them it was better for them to 
give them a little willingly, rather than to [be forced to] over- 
look them when they plundered their goods from them. And 
when I had obliged them to take an oatli not to come into tliat 
country, unless tliey were invited to come, or else when ili^y 
had not tlieir ])ay given lliem, I dismisseil them, and chaigul 
them neither to make an expedition against the Homans, nor 
against those their neighbours that lay romul about them; for 
my first care was to kec}) Galilee in peace. So I was wlllinir to 
have the prinei})al of tlie Galileans, in all si venty, as hostairis 
for their fi<lelity, but still under the notion of frieiulship. Ac- 
cordingly I made them my friends and companions as J jour, 
neycti, and sent them to judge causec ; and with their ji])))io!)a- 
tion it was that I gave my sentences, while I cndeavouiLil not 
to mistake what justice required, and to keep my hands tkaruf 
ail bribery in these determinations. 

15 . I was now about the thirtieth year of my age; in wliich 
lime of life it is a hard thing tor any one to esca|)e the caluiniib 
of the envious, although he restrain himself frenn fiillllliiig any 
unhiwi'ul desires, especially where a j)erson is in gn^at aulln)rity. 
Yet did I preserve every woman free from injuries; and, as to 
wdiat j resents were oifei ed me, I de>pi^ed them, as not slnndiii^f 
in need oftliem. Nor indeed would I take those tithes, uliiih 
were due to me as a j)riest, from those that brought them. Yet 
do I confess, that I took part of the spoils of those ^Syrian . who 
inhabited tlie cities that adjoiiied to us, when I had cmujiiered 
them, and that I sent them to my kindred at Jernsalein; ahln 
when I twice took 8cpphoris by force, and I'iberias four linKs, 
and Gadaraonce, and when 1 had subdued and taken .h'liii, uliu 
often laid treacherous snares for me, I dul not j)uuish [with 
death] either him or any of the people foreiianied, as the pro- 
gress of this discourse nill show'. And on this account, 1 i'OP' 
pose, it was that God,’*' wr.o is never unac<iuainted with 
that do as they ought to do, delivered me still out of the haiuh 
of these luy enemies, and ifterward preserved me wlien I 1*^^ 
into those many dangers which I shall relate hereafter. 

• < )';r Joiepbuft »hows, lioih limr And every where, that lu* was a 
pirrsi/n, and one that had a deq) sense of Ginl and his providence upon ni^ '' J 
and ustTihed all his numerous and wonderful escapes and preservations, i«* 
danger, to G<xl*s blessing him, and faking care of him, and thin on jucount o 
acta of piety, justice, humanity, aud charity, to tlic Jews hia brethren. 
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16. Now the multitude of the Galileans liad that great kind- 
ness for me, and fidelity to me, that when their cities were taken 
by force, and their wives and children carried into slavery, they 
(lid not so (leeply lament lor their own calamities, as they were 
solicitous lor iny preservation. But when John saw this, he en- 
vied me, and wrote to me, desiring that 1 woukl give him leave 
10 come down, and make use of the hot baths of Tiberias for 
the recovery of the health of his body. Accordingly, I did not 
liiiider him, as having no suspicion of any wicked designs of 
his; and I wrote to those to whom I had committed llie admi- 
nistration of the affairs of Tiberias by name, that they should 
provide a lodging for John ; and for such as should come with 
liiin, and should procure him what necessaries soever he should 
stiuid in need of. Now at this time my abode was in a village 
ot'Chililcc, which is named Cana. 

17. But w hen John was come to the city of Tiberias, he per- 

suaded the men to revolt fri)m their fidelity to me, and to adhere 
lohiin; and many of them gladly received that iiivitation of his, 
ib ever fond of innt)vatious, ami by nature disposed to changes, 
and delighting in scditiv)iis : hut they were chieliy Justus and his 
lather Pi-tus, that were earnest in their revoii frian me, and 
their adln rcnce to John. But I came upon them, and prevented 
them: for a messiaiger had come to me iVom wlu)m Iliad 

inaiie governor of 'Pilierhis, as 1 have saiil aireaily, and bad told 
me of the inclinations of the people of Tiberias, ami adviseil me 
to iiiiike haste tliilher ; ft >r that, if 1 nuule any delay, the citv 
would come under another’s jurisdiction. I pun the receijil of 
tins ieiler ol* Silas’, 1 took two lunulred men along w iilime, and 
travelled all night, having sent before a messenger to let the 
people of J'ilierias know that 1 was coming to them. ^V’hcn 1 
caiiit! near to the city, w liicli was early in the morning, the mul- 
titiulo came out to meet me: ami John came with lliem, and sa- 
luted me, Init ill a most ilisturbed manner, as being afraid tliat 
uiy coutiug was to call him U> an account lor what 1 was now 
^ciidble he was doing. So he in great haste w ent to his loilg- 

But when I was in the open place ol the city, having <hs- 
nus^^e(l the guards 1 had about me, exce|)ting one, ami ten armed 
that w ere wath him, 1 attcmp'tcd to make a speech to the 
tiHillituile oi the people of '^Piberiiis ; aiul, standing on a certain 
devatod jilace, 1 entreated them not to be so hasty in their re- 

.’iour would be to their 
be suspected by those 
, as if they were not 

1^ But, before 1 hiul s|)okca all 1 designed, I heard one of 
domestics bidding me come down ; for that it was not a 


lor that such a cliangc in their l)eha> 
^Jiproach, and that they would then justly 
I jilt should be their governors hereafter 
to be laitlifiil to them neither. 
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proper time to take care of retaining the good-will of tlie people 
of Tiberias, but to provide for my own safety, and escape my 
enemies there; for John had chosen tlie most trusty of those ariiiej 
men that w'cre about him out of those thousand that he had witli 
him, and had given them orders, when he sent them to kill me, 
having learned that 1 was alone, excepting some of my dome stics, 
So those that were sent came as they were ordered, and they had 
executed what tliey came about, had 1 iK)t leaped down Irom tlu^ 
elevation I stood on, and with one of my guards, whose uanit* 
was James, been carried [out of the crowd] upon the hack of 
one Herod of Tiberias, and guided by him down to the lake, 
where I seized a shij), and got into it, and escaped my enemies 
unexpectedly, and came to 'rarichem. 

19. Now, as soon as the inhabitants of the city understood the 
perfidiousuess of the j)eopIe of Tiberias, they were greatly pro- 
voked at them. So they snatched up their arms, and desired me 
to be their leader against them; for they saiil they would aveiare 
their commander’s cause upon them. They also carried tlu* re- 
port of what had been done to me to all the Cialileans, and ea- 
gerly endeavoured to irritate them against the people of fibc- 
rias and desired that vast numbers of them would get togefliei, 
and come to them, that they might act in concert with their com- 
inander, what should be determined as lit to be done. Accord- 
ingly, the Galileans came to me in great numbers, from all pars, 
with their weaj)()ns, and besought me to as>ault Tiberias, to lake 
it by force, aiul to detuolish it, till it lay even with the gn)iiii(i; 
and then to make slaves of its inhabitants, with their wi\ e^ aud 


children. I’liose that were Josephus’ Irieiuls also, and had csc.ip- 
ed out of Tiberias, gave him the same advice. Ihit I iliil nd 
comply with them ; thinking it a terrible thing to begin a civil 
war among lliein ; for I thought that this contention ought not 
to proceed larlher than words, nay, I told them that it wa^ not 
for their own advantage to do what they woidd liave me to do, 
while tlie Homans expected no other than that we should 
stroy one another by our mutual seililions. And by saying ibi^ 
I j)iit a -Stop to the anger of the Galileans. 

20. Hut now John w;is .afraid for himself, since his trcaclicrv 
bad proved tin. success fid So lie Uxik the armed men that were 
about him, and removed from 'riberias to (lischala, and wrote to 


me to a})ojogize for liimscif concerning what had been doin', as 
if it had been done withoui liis approbation, and desired me to 
have no suspicion of him to his disatl vantage. He also a(ldc( 

oaths and certain Jiurrible curses upon himself, and supi)osc(l la 
should be thereby believed in the points he wrote about to mu 
21. But now another great munber of the (Jtilileans canm 
gethor agaiii witli their weapons, as knowing the man how 
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^,(1 niul how sadly perjured he was, and desired me to lead them 
.{oainst him, and promised me that they would utterly destroy 
ludi Iniu and Gischala. Hereupon 1 professed, that I was 
obliged to them for their readiness to serve me, and that I would 
iiioi’C than re(|uite that their ^ood-will to me. However, I en- 
treated them to restrain themselves, and begged of them to give 
,nc leave to do what I intended, which was to put an end to these 
^j.(,iibles without bloodshed ; and when I had prevailed with the 
imiltitii<lc ol the Galileans to let me do so, I came to Sepplioris. 

Ihit the inhabitants of this city having dcterminecl to con- 
fiiuie in their allegiance to the Homans, were afraid of my com- 
\\]ir to them, and tried, by putting me upon another action, to 
liivert me, that they might be freed liroin the terror tliey were in. 
jVaM)rdingly they sent to Jesus^ the captain of those robbers who 
svere in the confines of Ptolemais, and j)romised to give him a 
(neat deal of money, if he would come with tliose fr)rces he hod 
with liiin, which were in number eight hundred, and fight with 
us Accordingly he complied with what they desired, upon the 
proniisi s they had made liiin, and was desirous to fall upon us 
whon wo were unjirepared tor him, and knew nothing of his 
coming beforeliand. So he sent to me, and desired that I would 
(rive him leave to come and salute me. When 1 had given him 
that leave, which 1 did without tlie least knowledge of hi^ treach- 
erous iiitiMitions beforehand, he took his \)nnd of robbers, and 
made haste to come to me. Yet did not this his knavery suc- 
ceed veil at last ; for, as he was already nearly approaching, one 
)t’ ilK>>e with him ile'seited him, and came to me, and told me 
wluit lie liad undertaken to do. When 1 was informed of this, 

I went into the market-place, and pretemled to know nothing of 
his treacherous piirjiose. ] took with me many Galileans that 
wei(3 armed, as also some of those of Tiberias : and, when I had 
.i*iven orders that all the roads should be cnrei’ully guarded, I 
harged the keepers of the gates to give admittance to none but 
Icsus, when he came with the principal of his men, and to ex- 
dude the rest ; and in case they aimed to force themselves in, to 
iise stripes, [in order to repel them.] Accordingly, tluvse that 
had rec( ive(^ such a charge did as they were bidden, and .Tesus 
came in with a few others ; and when 1 had ordered him to throw 
Jown his arms immediately, and Udd him, that if he refused so 
to do, Im was a dead man, he seeing armed men standing all 
^'onnd about him, was terrified, and complied ; and as for those 
his iollowers that were exeluded, wlien they were informed 
t jilt he was seized, they ran away I then called Jesus to me by 
iiiusell, and told him, that ** I was not a strange r to that treach- 
design he had against mo, nor was I ignorant by whom 

Was sent for ; that how^ever, I would forgive what he had 
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done already ; if he would repent of it, and be faithful to me 
hereafter.” And thus upon his promise to do all that I 
sired, I let him go, and gave him leave? to get those whom lie 
had formerly had with him together again. But I ihreatenod 
the inhabitants of Sejijihoris, that if they would not leave ojf 
their ungrateful trcaliiient of me, I would punish them sullicientiv. 

23. A: this time it was that two great men, who were uiultr 
the jurisdiction of the king [Agi i})pa,] came to me out of 
region of Trachonitis, bringing their horses and their arms, and 
carrying with them their money also; and when the Jews would 
force them to be circumcised, if they w ould stay among them, I 
would not permit them to have any force put uj)on thein,^ l)i,t 
said to them, Every one ought to worship God according m 
‘‘ his own inclinations, and not to be constrained by Ibrce; and 
that these men, who had fled to us for protection, ought not 
to be so treatoil as to repent of their coming hillier.” And 
w'lieii i had pacified the multitude, 1 jirovided lor the nun that 
were come to us whatsoever it was they wanted, accordiixr tu 
their usual way of living, and that in great plimty also. 

2t. Now king Agri[>pa sent an army to make llu m-L-lvis 
masters of the citadel of Gamala, and over it K(juiculus Modiu,: 
but the ibrees that w'ere sent were not enow to I'ucomijas^ the 
citadel quite rv)iuui, but lay beiore it in the oi)en places, aiui bo- 
sieged it. lint when Ebutius tlie decurion, who was iiitiu^i.od 
with the government ni' the great plain, heard that 1 w;i.'> at Si- 
monias, a village situated in the confines of (ralilei*, and was dis- 
tant from him sixty lurlojigs, he took a hundrucl horsemen that 
were w ith him by niglil aiul a certain number of footnu n, abniit 
two liundred, and l)rought the iiihabilanls </! tlie cily (dhoa 
along wilij him as auxiliaries, and marched in the night, 
and came to the village wtuTe 1 abode. Upon this I pilelu diiiy 
camp over against him, w hich had a guat number t)f tones in 
it; but Ebutius tried to draw us dt)vvn into the plain, as great- 
ly depending on his horsemen; but we woidd not come doun; 
iur wlien 1 was satisfied of the advantage that his horse would 
have if we came down into the |)lain, while we were all loot- 
men, i resolved to joii> battle with the enemy where 1 was. 
Now Ebutius and his p. ty made a courageous opposition tor 
some time; but when In sav that his horse were useless to him 
in that place, he retired back to the city ( libea, having lost three 

• Josephus* opinion i> Lerc well noting. Unit every one is t(» he 

worship Go<i actoniing his own ci iiscietu'4', anti is not lo Jh; coinpelled ‘u ’*'** ‘^, 
of religion ; ns one may ta re oh Tve on tlie contrary, that ihc rest of ihc " 1*^1 
litill for 1 1 1 girg ail iIkimj who inarrieii Jews !o he cirewmeiseJ, j 

Wire rtady to destroy all that would not suhinit to do sc;, iicc sect, 51. 
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of his men in tlie fight. So I followed him directly with two 
/lioiiSiUid armed men ; niid when I was at the city Besara, that 
|i,v confincB of Ptoleinais, hut twenty furlongs from Gw 

l)ca, where l^biitius abode, 1 placed my armed men on the out-* 
side of the village, and gave orders that they should guard the 
iKisscs with great care, that tlie enemy should not disturb us, uiw 
{[[ ^ve should have carried t)!!* the co n, a great quantity ot which 
lay there ; it belonged to Beniicc the (|«iLen and had been ga- 
thcred togetlier out of the neighbouring villages into Besara ; so 
I loaded my camels and asses, a great number of which I had 
brought along with me, and sent the corn into Galilee. When 
1 had ilonc tliis, 1 ottered Ebutius battle ; but when be would 
not accei)t of the otter, for he was terrified at our readiness and 
coinage, I altered my route, and marched towards Neopolitanus, 
because I had heard that the country about Tiberias was laid 
waste by him. 'Phis Neopolitanus was captain of a troop of 
horse, and had the custody of Scythopolis intrusted to his care 
bv the enemy : and wlieii I had hindered him from doing any 
farther !ni.schi<d* to Tiberias, I set myself to make provision for 
the alfairs of Galilee. 

But when John, the son of I^evi, who, as we before told 
von, abixle at Giseliahi, was informed how all tilings had suc- 
ceeded to my miiul, and tiiat I was much in favour with those 
that were under me, as also that tlic enemy were greatly afraid 
of me, he was not pleaseil with it, as thinking my ^irosperity 
tended to his ruin. So he took up a bitter envy and enmity 
against me; and hoping, that if he could inflame those that 
were under me to hate me, he 'should put an end to the prosperi- 
ty I was in, he tried to persuade the inhabitants of Tiberias, and 
of Se|)})li()ris, (and for those of Clabara he supposed they would 
be also of the same mind with the others, ^ whieh were the great- 
est cities of Galilee, to revolt from their subjection to me, and to 
be of his party ; and told them, that be would command them 
better than 1 did. As for the people of Sepphoris, who belonged 
to neither of us, because they hail cliosoii to be in subjection to 
tbe Homans, they ilid not comply with liis proposal : and for 
those of Tiberias, they did not indeed sti far comply as to make 
a revolt from uiuler me, but they agreed to l>e his friends, while 
the inhabitants of Gabara did go over to John : and it was Si- 
tiion that persuaded them so tc» do, vine who was both the prin- 
man in the city, and a particular friend and companion 
otJohn. It is true, these did not openly own the making are- 
because they were in great fear t>f the Galileans, and had 
fluent experience of the good-will they Ixwe to me; yet did 
they j)rivately watch for a proper opportunity to lay snares for 
J iicl indeed I thereby came into the greatest danger, on the 
^’tasiou following. 

^OL. in. ^ 


D D 


35 



206 


THE LIFE OF FLAVIUS JOSEPIIUS- 


25. There were some bold youn^ men of tlie village 
baritta, who observed that the wife of Ptolemy, the king’s pro. 
curator, was to make a progress over the great plain with ^ 
mighty attendance, and \vilh some horsemen that followed, as a 
guard to them, and this out of a country that was subject to tli^ 
king and queen, into the jurisdiction oV the Romans; and thll 
upon tlicm on the suilden, and obliged the wife of Ptolemy to fly 
away, and plundered all the carriages. They also came to nfe 
to Taricheie, wdth four mules’ lading of garments, and other 
furniture; and the weight of the silver tliey brought was not 
small, and there were five hundred pieces ot gold also. Js'oxy j 
had a mind to preserve these spoils for Ptolemy, wlio was my 
countryman ; and it is prohibited ^ us by our laws even to spoil 
our enemies; so I said to those that brought these spoils, that 
they ought to be kept in order to rebuild the walls <)! JerusaliMii 
witli them, when they came to lx* sold. Rut the young men look 
it very ill that they did not receive a part of these spoils far 
themselves, as they expected to have done; so tliey went ainomr 
the villages in the neighbourhood of I'iberias, and told the 
people, that I was going to betray their country to the Ivoniaiis, 
and that 1 used deceitful language to them, when I saiil that 
what had been thus gotten by rapine should he. kept for the 
building of the walls of the city of Jerusalem : although 1 liad 
resolved to restore these spoils again to their former owiifr. 
And indeed they were herein not mistaken as to my inteiitioiis ; 
for w hen I had gotten clear of them, 1 sent for two ol'ihe prin- 
cipal men, Dassion, and Janneiis tin* son of Levi, persons that 
were among the chii f frientls of the king, and commanded lliein 
to take tJic furniture lliat had been plundered, and to send it to 
him ; and I threatened that I would order llu in to be pul to 
death, by way of punishment, if they discovered this my cuiii- 
inand to any other person. 

2(3. Now’, when all GaliKre was fdh’d with tliis rumour, that 
their country was about to be betrayed by me to the Roinaib, 
and when all men were cxasj)cratcd against me, and ready to 

^ IIow Josejihus could s: y hf'te, that tlic Ji'widi laws forbade them to “ spoiJ 
even their cnemie%,’* v.hilt* yet, httV. lylore hi.* time, our Saviour hail nu’niion- 
ed It aa then a current inaxiin them, “ 'Jliou shall love thy iiei^hlwur, ami i.itc 
thine enemy.” Mail, . 'f/. is uiarii'uir impiiry. 1 take it that josepl.us. 
been note for niany yi^ars an Khaiuitv ('hri'»tian. hail learned thi** interpretatioj 
the law of Moa*'s from Christ, vrhoiii he owned for the true Messiah, as it h‘ 
in the succeeding verstH, which, thou^l) he mi;'.ht not read in St. ^ 

}el might he have rcjul luuih th j expeXtion in their own Khiouite or ^ ^ 

ere gosjiel itsi lf ; of whicli imiiroveincius made hy JoM^piius ntw*’ ^ * jO 

Clirt^,tinn, we have already had several examples in thi^ his life, sect. % 15» 

21, 25, and shall have many more therein before ilu conclusion, as well as we 
them elM;wjiere in all his latter writings . 
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bring >ne to punishment, the inhabitants of Tartcheoe did also 
themselves suppose tliat what the young men said was true, and 
persuaded my guards and armed men to leave me when I was 
asleep, and to come presently to the hip])odrome, in order there 
to take counsel against me their commander. And, when they 
liad {)revailetl with them, and they were gotten together, they 
found there a great company assembled already, w ho all joined in 
one clamour, to bring the man who was so wicked to them as to 
betray them, to his due punishment ; and it was Jesus, the son 
of Sap})hias, who principally set them on. lie was ruler in Ti- 
berias, a wicked man, and naturally disposed to make disturb- 
ances in matters of consecjuence; a seditious person he was in- 
deed, and an innovator beyond every body else. He then took 
the laws of Moses into his hands, and came into the midst of the 
people, and said, ‘‘ O my fellow citizens ! if you are not disposed 
“ to luite Jose})hu.s on your own account, have regard, liowever, 
a to these law s of your country, which your commander-in-chief 
a is going to betray ; liate him therefore on both these accounts, 

» and bring the man who hath acted thus insolently, to liis dc- 
‘‘ served ])unishnient.’^ 

27. when he had said this, and the multitude had openly ap- 
plaiidt'd him for what he had said, he took some of the armed 
im n, and made haste away to the house in which I lodgetl, as if 
lie would kill me immediately, while I was wholly insensible of 
all till this disturbance hapjiened ; and by reasonof the pains 1 had 
bteii taking, w as fallen fast aslee[). Hut Simon, who was intrusted 
with the care of iny body, ami was the only person that stayed 
with 1110 , and saw tlie violent incursion the citizens made upon 
1110 , lie aw akeil me, ami told me of the danger 1 was in, and dc- 
siiod lue to let him kill me, that 1 might die bravely, ami like a 
irom ral, before rny enemies came in, and forced me (to kill my- 
M If.) ()!• kill me themselves. Tims did he discourse to me ; 
hut I committed the care of my life to (lod, and made haste to 
iro out to the multitude. Accordingly, I jmt on a black gar- 
ment, and hung my sword at my neck, and went by such a dif- 
kioiit w ay to the hijipodrome, w herein I thought none of my ad- 
versaries w t)uld meet me ; so I ajijK'ared among them on the sud- 
tlen, and Ml down flat on the earth, and bedewed the ground 
"ith iny tears: then I seemed to them ail an object of coinpas- 
siun. And when I perceived the change that wasmadeonthemuU 
^'tiide, 1 tried todividetheiro))inums, before the armed men should 
Hinrn Iroinmy liouse; so I granted them, that 1 had been as wack*« 
td as they supposed me to be ; but still I entreated tliein to let me 
jh St inform them for what use 1 ha<l kept that money w hich arose 
‘‘‘mn the plunder, and that they might then kill me if they pleas- 
ed; and, uj)on the multitude’s ordering mo to speak, the armed 
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men came upon me, and when they saw me, they ran to kill me • 
but when the multitude bid them hold their hands, they com- 
plied, and expected that as soon as I should own to them that I 
kept the money for the king, it would be looked on as a confes, 
slon of my treason, and they should then be allowed to kill nie. 

28. When, therefore, silence was made by the whole nuilti, 
tilde, I spoke thus to them : “ () my countrymen ! I refuse not 
‘‘ to die, if Justice so recpiire. However, I am desirous to tell 
you the truth of tliis matter before I die: for as I know that 
“ this city of yours [Taricheoe] was a city of great hospitality, 
and filled with abundance of such men as have left their own 
“ countries, and arc come hither to be fiartakers of your for- 
** tune whatever it be, I had a mind to build walls about it, out 
of this moncj’’, lor which you are so angry with me, while yet 
** it w'as to be expended in building your own walls/* Ujum my 
saying this, the people of TaricheiJo and the strangers cried out, 
That‘‘ they gave me thanks, and desired me to be of good con- 
rage.** Although the Galileans and the people of Tiboiias 
eontimied in their wrath against me, insomuch that there arose 
a tmnult among them, while some threatened to kill ine, and 
some bid me not to reganl them ; but when I promiscil tliciii 
tliat I would build them walls at I'iberiiis, and at other cities 
that wanted them, they gave credit t(* w hat I promised, and re- 
tuniecl every one to his own home. Ho I escaped the foreincn- 
tioned danger, beyond all my ho|>es, and returned to iiiy own 
house, accompanied witli my friends, and tw^enty armed men also. 

29. However, these robbers and other authors of this tunnilt, 

who were afraid on tlieir own account, lest I should punish them 
for w hat tliev liad done, look six hundred armed men, and came 
to the house wdicre I abode, in order to set it on fire. W hen 
this their insult W'as told me, I tlioughl it iiulecent for me to run 
aw'ay, and I resolved to expose myself to danger, and to act with 
some boldness ; so I gave orders to shut the doors, and went up 
into an inner room, and desired that they would send sojiie of 
their men in to receive the money [I'rom llie spoils;] for I told them 
they would then have no occasion to be angry with me; and when 
they had sent in one of the boldest of them all, I had him whip- 
ped severely, anil I conuiiaudcd dial one of his hands should be 
cut off, and hung about liis neck; and in this case was he put 
out to tliose that sent luiii. At which procedure of mine they 
were greatly affrighted and in no small consternation, and were 
afraid that they should tliemsTrlves be served in like manner, n 
they stayed there ; for they ::.upposcd that I had in the house 
more armed men tlian they hail themselves ; so they t 
immediately, while I, by the use of this stratagem, esca))ed this 
iheir second treacherous design against me. . . 

30. But there were still some Uiat irritated the inultitiu C 



THE LIFE OF FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS. 


211 


j^ixainst lue, and said that those great men that belonged to the 
kuigj ought not to be suffered to live, if they would not change 
their religion to the religion of those to whom they fled for safe- 
ty ; tliey spoke reproachfully of them also, and said, that they 
wizards, * and such as called in the Romans upon them. 
^0 the multitude was soon deluded by such plausible pretences 
•IS were agreeable to tlieir own inclinations, and were prevailed 
on by them. Rut when I was informed of this, I instructed the 
multitude again, that those who fled to them for refuge ought 
not to be persecutetl ; I also laughed at the allegation about 
witchcraft,^* and told them that the Romans would not maintain 
so many ten thousand soldiers, if they could overcome their ene- 
mies bv wizards. Upon my saying this, the people assented for 
a while ; but they returned afterward, as irritated by some ill 
peojile, against the great men ; nay, they once made an assault 
upon the lioiise in which they dwelt at Tarichete, in order to kill 
them; which, when I was informed of, I was afraid lest so hor- 
rid a crime sliould take eflect, and nobody else would make that 
citv their refuge any more. I therefore came myself, and some 
others with me, to the house where these great men lived, and 
locked their doors, and had a trench drawn from their house 
leading to the lake, ami sent for a ship, and embarked therein 
with them, and sailed to the coniines of I lip]K)s : I also paid lliem 
the value of their horses, nor in such a flight could I have their 
horses brought to them. I then dismissed them, and begged of 
them eanu 'tly that they would courageously bear this distress 
which befell them. I was also myself greatly displeased that I 
was comj)elled to exj)ose those that liad fled to me logo again in- 
to an enemy’s country; yet did 1 think it more eligible that they 
should j)erish among the Romans, if it should so liappen, than 
iiuhe country that was under my jurisdiction. However they es- 
caped at length, and king Agripj)a forgave them their oflences. 
And this was the conclusion of what concerned these men. 

31. Rut as for the inhabitants of the city of Tiberias, they 


wrote to the king, and desired him to semi them forces sullicicnt 
tube guard to tlieir country; for that they were desirous to cor.ic 
over to him : this was whal they wrote to him. Rut when 1 came 


to them they desired me U> build their walls, as 1 had proiiused 
them to do ; for tliey had heard that tlie walls of Tarichea* wt re 
already built. I agreed to tlic prop\>sal accordingly ; and when 
1 had made preparation for the entire building, I gave order to 
the architects to go to work ; but on the third day, when 1 was 
gone to Tarichetu, which was thirty furlongs distant from Tibc- 


j * wc may ob!i«tv« the Jevri»li notions of witclicraft; but that our 

was too wise to give any countenance to. 
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rias, it fell out, that some Roman horsemen were discovered qj, 
their march not far from the city, which made it be 
tliat the forces were come from the kinjr; upon which they sliouu 
ed, and lifted up their voices in commendations of the kin^, and 
in reproaches against me. Hereupon one came running to mg 
and told me what their dispositions were, and that they Imj 
resolved to revolt from me ; upon hearing which news, I was very 
much alarmed : for 1 had already sent away my armed men 
from Tarichca?, to their own homes, because the next day 
our sabbath ; for I would not liave the peo}>le of Tarichca? dis, 
turbed [on that day] by a multitude of soldiers ; and iiuloed 
whenever 1 sojourned at that city, I never took any particular 
care for a guard about my ow n body', because I had had frc(|uent 
instances of the fidelity its inhabitants bore to me. I liad now 
about me no more than seven armed men besides some Iriciidx 
and was doubtful what to do ; for to send to recall my own for- 
ces I did not think proper, because the present day was almost 
over; and had those forces been with me, I could not take up 
arms on thtv next day, because our laws forbade us so to do ; evtn 
though our necessity should be very great; and if I slionld per- 
mit the people of l^iriclieic, and the strangers w ith tiuun to irmird 
the city, I saw' that they would not be sullicient for that piii|)o>e, 
and I perceived that 1 should bo obliged todelay my assistance a 
great while ; for I thought with myself that the forces that canio 
front the king would prt‘vent me, and that I should be driven 
out of the city. I conside’vd, therefore, how' to get clear of these 
forces by a stratagem ; so I immediately placeil those iny friends 
of Taricliere, on w hom I could best conlide, at the gates, to watch 
those very carefully who went out at those gates; I also called 
to me the heads of families, and bid every one of them to seize 
upon a sliij),^ to go on board it, and to take a master with them, 
and folhjw him to tlte city of Tiberias, I also myseli went on 
board one of tliose ships, with iny' friends, and the seven armed 
men already mentioned, and sailed lor Tiberias, 

32. liiil HOW', when the |)eople of Tiberias perceived that there 
were no forces come from the king, and y<*t saw the whole hike 
full of ships, they w ere in fear w hat would heroine ol their citv, 
and were greatly terrilieti, as supposing that the ships were lull 
of men on board; sotlnn they changed their minds, and threw 
down their weapons, and met rue with their wives and chiUlreii, 
and made acclamations U; me with great commendations; 

• In tills scctloii, as as stet. IS, and sect, tliosc small vessels that 

on the sea of Galilep, are ralleil liy Josephus Nuif, and 'rXaia and 
thipSt so that we need not wonder at our Kvangelists, who still call fi»cm 
ought we to render them as tiome d<». Their niiniber was in all 2S0, as 
from our rujih^;r elsewhere; Of the War, IS. 11. di. x&i »cct. 
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tboy imagined that I did not know their former inclinations [to 
liave bt?cn against me;] so tliey persuaded me to spare the city. 
Ibit wlieii 1 was come near enough, I gave order to the masters 
ot ihtJ ships to cast anchor a good way off the land, that the peo- 
ple of Tiberias might not [)erceive that the ships had no men on 
board ; but I went nearer to the people in one of the ships, and 
lebiiked them for their folly, and that they were so fickle as, 
^vitbolIt any just occasion in the w'orld, to revolt from their fide- 
to me. However, I assured them, that I would entirely 
ibrt'ive them lor the time to come, if they would send tea of 
tbif ringleaders of the multitude to me ; and when they com- 
plicd readily with this proposal, and sent me the men foremen- 
tioned, 1 put them on board a ship, and sent them away to Ta- 
ricbea', and ordered them to be kept in })rison. 

33. And by tliis stratagem it was, that I gradually got all the 
senate of Tiberias into my ])ower, and sent them to the city 
ioreinenlioned, with many of the principal men among the po- 
ilace, and those not fewer in number than the other. But, 
Ivlicn the multitude stiw into what great miseries they had 
brauulit themselves, they desired me to punish the author of 
tills sedition : his name was (V////.V, a young man, bokl and rash 
ill bis undertakings. Now, since I thought it not agreeable to 
piitv to put one of my own people to ilealb, ami yet found it 
iiocessarv to punish him, 1 ordereil Levi, one oi my own guariLs, 
to iro to him, and cut olf (»ne of CMitus’ hands ; but as he that 
v,:is orilerc'! to do this, was aliaid to go out of the ship alone, 
iiong :,() great a multitude, I was not willing that the titnor- 
Diisiiess ol the soldier .shouUi apjaar to the people ot' 'J]i)crias. 
So 1 called to Clitns himself, anil saiil to him, Since llioii dc- 
Hivoi to lose both thine hands for thy ingratitude to me, be 
'•thou ihiiie own executioner, lest, if thou refusest so to be, 
iboii undergo a worse punisliment.” Ami, w luai he earnestly 
bigged of me to spare him one of his hands, it was with ditlicul- 
tv that 1 granted it. So, in order to prevent the loss of both his 
baiiiis, he willingly took his sword, ami cut off his own left 
luiiul ; and this put an eiul io the sedition. 

3k Now the men of Tiberias, alter I was gone to Tarichea*, 
perceived what stratagem I had used against them, and they ad- 
Hiirod how I had put an vm\ to their Ibolish sedition, without 
dieddiiig of blood. But now , w hen I bail sent for some of those 
i'Uiltiuules of the people ol Tiberias out of prison, among whom 
Justus and his father l^istus, I made them to sup w ilh me ; 
iind during our supper-time, I said to them, that I knew' the 
power ot the iiomans was superior to all others, but did not say 
[publicly] because of the robbers. So I atlvised them to do 
1 ('idj and to wait for a proper opportunity, and not to ho 
^^ocasy at my being their commander ; for that they conld not 
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exjiect to have another who would use the like moderation 
I had done. I also put Justus in mind how the Galileans 
cut off* his brother’s hands, before ever I came from Jerusalem 
upon an accusation laid against him, as if he had been a ro<nie 
and had forged some letters ; as also lu)w tlie people of Ganmla 
in a sedition they raised against the Babylonians, after the 
parture of Philip, slew Chares, who was a kinsman of Philjn 
and withal how they had wisely punished Jesus, his brother 
tus’ sister’s husband, [with death.] When I had said this to 
them during supper-time, I in the morning ordered Justus, and 
all the rest that w ore in j)rison, to be loosed out of it, and sent away 
So. But before this, it happened that Philip, the son of* Jaci! 
mus, w’ent out of the citadel of (hnnala upon the followiufr oc- 
casion : When Philip liad been informed that Varus was pur out 
of his government by king Agrippa; and that Modius Ecjuicu- 
lus, a man that was of old his friend and com]>anion, wa^; coiuc 
to succeed liiin, he w rote to him, and related what turns of Ion 
tune he had had, and desired him to forward the letters he sent 
to the king and queen. Now, when Modius had received tlicso 
letters, he was exceedingly glad, and sent the letters to the kiiur 
and queen, who were then abont lh*r\tns, Ihit when kiiuf 
Agrippa knew that the story about Phili]) was false, (for it luul 
been given out, that tlie Jews had begun a war with the lio- 
mans, and that this Philip had been their commaiuh r in that 
war,) he sent some horsemen to coiuliict Philiji to him, ami, 
when he was come, ho saluted him very ()l)liginglv, jukI sliowol 
him to the Roman commanders, and told them that this was llic 
man of whom the report had gone about as if lie had revolted 
from the Romans, l ie also bid him to take scam* liorsc na n with 
him, and to go (juickly to the citadel of Gamala, and to bring 
out thence all his domestics, and to restore the Babylonians to 
Batanea again. He also gave it him in charge to take all possi- 
ble care that none of liis subjects should be guilty of making any 
innovation. Accordingly, upon these directions from the king, 
he made haste to do what he was commanded, 

36. Now’ there was one Jost ph, the son of a female physician, 
who excited a great mat y y<Hmginen to join w ith him. lie also 
insolently addresswl hinc ilf N) the j)rincipal persons at Caiiiain, 
and persuaded them to r^voi* IVom the king, and take up arms 
and gave tlu m hopes that they should, by Iiis means, recover 
their liberty. And some tfuy forced into the service; and those 
that would not acquiesce in what they had resolved on, they 
slew. They also slcw^ Chares, ami w ith him Jesus, one ol 
kinsmen^ and a brother of Justus of '^I'iberias, as we luive already 
said. Those of Ganmla also wrote to me, desiring me to send 
them an armed force, and workmen to raise up tlie walls of 
city ; nor did I reject cither of tlicir requests. The region o 
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did also revolt from the kiiig, as far as the village So- 
lyiua. I built a wall about Seleucia and Sogaiini, which 
•lie villages naturally of very great strength. Moreover, I, in 
like manner, walled several villages of U})]>er Galilee, though 
they 'vere very rocky of themselves. Their names are, Jamnia, 
anti Meroth, and Acliabare. I also fortified, in the Lower Ga- 
liJee, the cities Taricliea", Tiberias, Sc})})horis, and the villages, 
tlni Lave of Arbela, Bersobe, Selamin, Jotapata, Caj)hareccho, 
anti biggo, and Japha, and Mount Tabor.* i also laid up a 
meat (juantily of corn in those places, and arms withal, that 
iiiiirlit he for their security afterward. 

‘J 7 . Hut the hatred that John, the sou of I^evi, bore to me, grew 
now more violent, while he could not bear my prosperity with 
patience. So he proposed to himself, by all means possible, to 
make away witli me, and built the walls of Gischala, which was 
the place of his nativity. He then sent his brother Simon, and 
Jonathan the son of SLsonna, and about a hundred armed men 
to Jf nisalein, to Simon the son of (lamaliehf in order to per- 
suade him to induce the commonality of Jerusalem to take from 
me tlu! government over tlu^ Galileans, and to give their suffra- 
ges ior conferring that authority upon him. Tins Simon was of 
! the city Jerusalem, and of a very noble family of the sect of the 
! Pharisees, which are supposed to excel others in the accurate 
knowledge of the laws of their country. 1 le was a man of great 
wisdom and reason, and capable of restoring public affairs by his 
prudence, when they were in an ill postnrt‘. He was also an old 
iVieiul anil companion of John's; but at that time he had a differ- 
ence with me. When therefore he had received such an exhor- 
tation, he persuaded tlie higli priests, Ananus, and Jesus the son 
ot (iainala, and some others of the same seditious faction, to cut 
me down, now I was growing so great, and not to overlook me 
while 1 was aggrandizing myself to the height of glory; and he 
said, that it would be lor the advantage i>t the Cuilileans, if I 
were deprived of iny government there. Ananus also, and his 
; Iricnds, desired them to make no delay about the matter, lest I 
‘ should gel the knowledge of wliat was doing too soon, and should 
come and make an nssaiilt upon the city with a groat army. This 
wasthecountsel of^iinon; but Ananus the high priest demonstra- 
ted to them, that this was not an easy thing to be ilone, because 

' t'art of these fortincailont on Mount Talnjr may lx* iliose siil! remaining, and 
lately !»y Mr. Maundrel. St'e his Travels, p. 1 1 J. 
x.T tiamaliel may he the vei*)’ same tha* is ment’oneil l>v the rahhins in the 
nii in .fuehasin and in Uorto Moms, as 1 *^ olwervw! in the Latin notes. He 
that Gamaliel II. n hose gra xlt'aiher was Gamaliel L who is men- 
jd'P aoi) *t whose ftna Si. Paul leoj «<;>• Acts ixii. ‘i. See 

at the year i4P. 

ni. 
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many of the high priests and of the rulers of the people boi'( 
witness that I liad acted like an excellent general, and that ii 
was the work of ill men to accuse one against whom they 
nothing to say, 

38. When Simon heard Ananus say this, he desired that the 
messengers would conceal the thing, and not let it come anionu 
many ; for that he would take care to have Josephus removed 
out of Galilee very quickly. So he called for Jolm’s brother 
fSiinon] and charged liiiii, that they should send presents to 
Ananus and his friends; lor, as he said, they might probably by 
that means persuade them to change their minds. And indeed 
Simon did at length thus compass what he aimed at; for An- 
anas, and those with liim, being corrupted by bribes, agreed to 
expel me out of Galilee, w ithout making the rest of the citizens 
acquainted with what they were doing. Accordingly they re- 
solved to send men of distinction as to their families, and oV dis- 
tinction as to their learning also. Two of these w ere of the po- 
pulace, Jonathan* and Ananias, by sect of the rbariseos; wliile 
the third, Jozar, was of tlie stock of the priests, and a Pharisee 
also ; and Simon, the last of them, w as of the youngest of the 
higli priests. These had it given them in charge, that, when 
they were come to the multitude of the Galileans, they should ask 
them, what was the reason of their love to me ? and if they said, 
that it was becaiist; I was burn in Jerusalem, that they should 
reply, that they four were all born at the same place ; and if 
they should say, it was because I was well versed in their law, 
they should reply, that neither were they unacquainted will) the 
practices of their country; but if, besides these, they should say, 
they loved me because 1 was a priest, they should rej)ly, that 
two of these w ere priests also. 

39. Now, wdien they had given Jonathan and his comjnuiioiis 
these instructions, they gave them lorly thousand [ilrachina*] 
out of the pul)lic money : but when they beard that thero wa? 
a certain Galilean that then sojourned at Jerusalem, w ho>.e name 
was Jesus, who had about him a band of six hundred armed men, 
they sent for him, and gave him three months pay, and gave 
him orders to follow J^^natlian and his companions, and be obe- 
dient to them, Hu-y also gave money to three hundred men 
that were cilizciis ol’ Ji i u^akin, to maintain tliem all, and ordei- 
cd them a]-.© to follow' tlie ambassadors; and when they hm 
complied, and were gotten rr;ady for the march, Jonathan and ns 
companions went out with them, having along with them Joins 
brotlicr, and a Ivurulred armed men. The charge that 

• Tlii* Jonathan also taken notice of in iltc Latin note, as lh« 

■lentioncd bytbe raUiina in Porto Moats. 
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rrlven them by those tliat sent them was tliis, tliat if I would 
voluntarily lay down niy arms, they should send me alive to the 
city Jerusalem, but that, in case I opposed them, they should kill 
iijc and fear nothiiif^; for that it was their command for them 
so to do. They also wrote to John to make all ready for figliting 
ine, and gave order to the inhabiUints of Sepphoris and Gabara, 
and Tiberias, to send auxiliaries to John. 

10. Now, as my father wrote me an account of this, (for 
the son of Gamala, Avho was j)resent in that council, a 

friend and companion of mine, told him of it,) I was very much 
troubled, as discovering thereby, that my fellow-citizens pro- 
ved so ungrateful to me, as, out of envy, to give order that I 
should be slain; my father earnestly pressed me also in his letter 
to come to him, for that he longe<l to see his son before he died. 

I inrormed my friends of these things, and that in three days 
time I should leave the country, and go home. Ui)on hearing 
this, ibi'V were all very sorry, and desired me, with tears in their 
(ws, not to leave them to be destroyed ; I'or so they thought 
they should Ik', if 1 wcu-e deprived of the command over them: 
but as I did not grant their re<|uest, but was taking care of my 
own safety, the Galileans, out of their dreail of the consecjuence 
of iny (l( parture, that they should then be at the mercy of the 
robbers, M ill messengers oviu* all Galilee to inform them of my 
ri'-olulitm to leave tlii ni. Whereupon as soon as they heard it, 
they got together in great numbers, from all parts, with their 
wives and ciiildren ; and this they did, as it a|)j)eared to me, not 
more out of their all'ection to me, than out of their fear on their 
own account ; for, wliile I staid w ith tliem, tliey supposed that 
they should suller no harm. iSo they all came into the great 
plain w herein I liv ed, the name of which was ylsor/ns. 

11. Hut wonderful it was what a dream I saw that very 
night; for when I had betaken myself to my bed, as grieved and 
disturbed at the news that had been written to me, it seemed to 
me, that a certain person stood by me,'^ said; “ O Josephus! 
•leave off to aillict thy soul, and put away all fear; for what 

now grieves thee w ill render thee very considerable, and in 
‘‘all ii.spects most ha|)py; lor thou shall get over not only tliese 
“ Jilliculiies, but many others, with great success, lltnvever, 
“he n()t cast down, but remember that thou art to light with 
“ the Romans.'’ W'hen I had seen this dream, I got up with an 
^Jitcntioii of going down to the plain. Now, when the whole 
mdtitiule of the Galileans, among whom were the women and 

H . Josephwn’ T«*markablo or dreams uhidi 

I’Tcdictivt* of the great ihingN that afterwartl CBmc to [vavs ; of %%hich seo moro 
m)tt on Amin. B. III. chap, iriit. w'l. 9. The other is iu tlio War, B. HI. 

VIII. sect. 8, 9. 
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children, saw me, they threw themselves down upon their luccs 
and, with tears in their eyes, besought me not to leave then 
exposetl to their enemies, nor to go away and j)ermit tliei 
country to be injured by them. But, when I did not conipK 
witli their entreaties, they compelled me to take an oatli, that ] 
woultl stay with them : they also cast abundance of reproaches 
upon the people of JerusiJem, that they would not let thcii 
country enjoy peace. 

42. When 1 heard tliis, and saw what sorrow the people were 
in, 1 was moved w’ith compassion to them, and thought it be- 
came me to undergo the most manifest hazards for the sake of 
so great a multitude ; so I let them know I would stay with 
them. And when 1 had given order that five tliousaiid oV ihtiij 
should come to me armed, and with provisions for their main- 
tenance, I sent the rest away to their own homes ; and, wlan 
tliose five thousand were come, J took them, together with tluee 
thousand of tlie soldiers that were with me before, and eighty 
horsemen, and marched to tlic village ol‘ Cliabolo, situated in (he 
confines of Ptolemais, and there kept my forces togethei-, pre- 
tending to get reatly to light with Piacidus, who was come with 
tw^o cohorts of footnuni, aiul one troop of horsemen, ami was am 
thitlier by Cestius (railus to burn those villages of Cialilec tliat 
were near Ptolemais. Upon whose casting up a bank hdbre 
the city l^tolemais, 1 aL:>o pitcheil my camp at about the ilistaiice 
of sixty furlongs from that village. And now we tic(juently 
brought out our forces as if we would light, but proceeded no 
farther than a skirmi^ih at a distance; for, when Piacidus j)i‘r- 
ceived that I was earnest to come to battle, he was afraid, and 
avoided it. Yet did he not remove from the neigld)ourhood of 
Ptolemais. 

4.S. About lliis time it was that Jonathan and his Icllow- 


legatcs came. They were sent, as we have said aheady, by 
Simon and Anaiius tlie high priest. And Jonathan contrivnl 
how he might catch me by treachery ; lor he durst not make 
any attempt upon me openly. So he wrote me llto 1* ,lluwing 
epistle : ‘‘ Jonatliaii ami those that are witii him, and arc sent 
l)y the ])eople of Jerusalem, to Josephus, send greeting. 

‘‘ are sent by the principal iiivii of Jerusalem, who l)ave beard 
that Jolui of Gischaia luuh laid many snares for thcc, to 
buke hi’ii, iiiui to t xhort luui to be subject to thee hercaitci. 
We are also desirous to it)iisult wiili thee about our coming’" 
‘‘ concerns, and what is lit to be done. We therelore dc^im 
tlu*e to come to us (juickly, and to bring only 
with thee; for this village will not contain a great n inn h<^‘* 
soldier ;.’' 'rijus it was that they wrote, as expecting oiio 
these two tilings, cithei* L conic without armed 

>♦!- 
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fvntl then they should have me under their power ; or, if I 
canie with a great number, they should judge me to be a pub- 
lic enemy. Now it was a horseman who brought the letter, 
a injni at other times bold, and one that had served in the army 
under the king. It was the second hour of the night that he 
caine, when I was feasting witli my friends, and the principal 
of the Galileans. This man, upon my servant's telling me 
that a certain horseman of tlie Jewish nation was come, was 
called in nt my command, but ditl not so much as salute me 
at all) but held out a letter, and said, ‘‘ This letter is sent 
ti thee by those that are come from Jerusalem ; do thou write 
u ail answer to it quickly, Ibr 1 am obliged to return to them 
tiyerv soon.” Now my guests could not but wonder at the 
boldiu'ss of the soldier, liut I desired him to sit down aiul 
Slip with ns; but when he refused so to do, I held the letter 
ill iiiv hands as I received it, and fell a talking with my guests 
about other matters, lint a lew hours afterwards, I got up, and, 
when 1 had dismissed the rest to go to their beds, I bid only 
four of my intimate friends to stay, and ordered my servant to 
get some w ine ready. I also opened the letter so, that nobody 
could lu rceive it ; and understanding thereby presently the pur- 
port ol the writing, I sealed it up again, and appeared as if I 
liacl not yet read it, but only held it in my lumds. I ordered 
twenty drachma* shoulil be given the soldier for the charges of 
Iiis journey : and when he took the money, and said he thank- 
ed me for it, I perceived that he loved mom*y, and that he was 
to 1)0 caught chiefly l)y that means, and I said to him, If thou 
“ wilt hut drink w ith us, thou shalt have a drachmu* lor every 
“ glass thou drinkest.” So he gladly embraced the proposal, 
ami drank a great deal of wine, in ortler to get the more money, 
aiul was so drunk, lliat at last he ctiiild not keep the secrets he 
was intrusted wdth, hut discovered them, without my }uitting 
questions to him, x'iz, that a treacherous design was contrived 
against me, and tliat I was doomed to die by those that sent him. 
When I heard this, I wrote back this answer : Joseplms, to 
“ Joiiatlian and those that are w ith him, seiKielh greeting. I’pon 
tile inforiimtion that yon are come in health into (bililee, 1 re- 
jmee, ami this especially because I can now' resign the care of 
‘‘ public allairs here into your hands, ami l elnrn into my na- 
tive country; which is what 1 have desired to do a great 
while; and I confess I ought not only io come to you as far 
Xaloth, but farther, and this without your commands, 
nut 1 desire you to excuse im*, because* 1 cannot do it now, 
‘Miiee 1 watcirthe motions of IMucklus, who hatli a mind logo 
into Cialilee ; and this I do here at Chabolo. Do you, 
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‘‘ therefore, on the receipt of this epistle, come hither to nie 
Fare you well.” 

44. \Vhen I had written thus, and given the letter to be cm 
ried by the soldier, I sent along with him thirty of the Galilean, 
of the best characters, and gave them instructions to salute thos^ 
ambassadors, but to say notliing else to them. I also gave ordei^ 
to as many of those armed men, whom I esteemed most faithful 
to me, to go along with the others, every one with him whom 
he was to guard, lest some conversation might pass betwocn 
those whom I sent and those that were with Jonathan. So 
these men went [to Jonathan.] But, when Jonathan and his 
partners had failed in this their first attempt, they sent nm 
another letter, the contents whereof were as follows ; Joim. 
than and those with him, to Josephus, send greeting. We re- 
quire thee to come to us to the village Gabaroth, on the third 
day, w ithout any annetl men, that we may liear what thuu 
‘‘ hast to lay to the charge of .lohn [of Ciischala.”] W hen 
they had written this letter, they saluted tlie (ialileans whom I 
sent, ami came to Japha, wliich was the largest village of all 
Galilee, and encomiiassed with very strong walls, and hud a 
great number of inhabitants in it. I'here the multitude of men, 
with tlieir wives and children, met them, and exclaimed loudly 
against them, and desired them to he gone, and not to eiivy 
lliem the advantage of an excellent commander. Wilh tlkso 
clamours Jonathan and his jiartners were greatly provoked, ul- 
tliotigh they dur^t not show their anger openly; sothey nirule thuu 
no answer, but went to other villages. But still the same cla- 
mours met them from ail the people, who said, ‘‘ Nt)bo(lv shoiikl 
jiersuade them to have any otht?r coimuaiuler besides .losc- 
“ phus.” So Jonathan and his partners went away from llicni 
without success, ami came to Sepphoris, the greatest city oi all 
Galilee. Now' the men of that city wlio inclined to the Komuiis 
in their sentiments, met them indeed, but neither prai.M li nor 
reproaehed me; and when they were gone down iVom kSe])|)lioiis 
to Asochis, the people of that place made a clamour against tlieiii, 
as those of Japha haddom*. Whereuj)()ii they were able to con- 
tain tliemselvc's no longer, but ordered the armed men tlml were 
w'ith them to beat those tha? niadc the clamour with their clubN 
And w'heii they came to (hibara, Jt;lm met them with lince 
thousand ai ined men ; but, as I understood by their letter, llnit 
they had resolved to fight egainst me, I arose from Chaholo, yJt J 
three thousand armed men also ; but left in my camp 
fastest friends and came to Jotapata, as desirous to be near t ani) 
the distance being no more than forty lurlongs. Whence 1 ^ 

thus to tliem: ‘‘ If you are very desirous that I should coinc 
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you, know tliere are two hundred and forty cities and vil- 
ti jatfcs in Galilee, I will come to any of them which you please, 
a excepting Gabara and Gischala ; the one of which is John’s 

native city, and the other in confederacy and friendship with 
<< him/' 

45. When Jonathan and his partners had received this letter, 
they wrote to me no more answers, but called a council of their 
IVieiuls together, and taking John into their consultation, they 
took counsel together by what means they might attack me. 
John’s opinion was, that they should write to all the cities and 
vilhicrcs that were in Galilee ; for that there must be certainly 
one or two persons in every one of them that w'ere at variance 
with me, and that they be invited to come to oppose me as an 
enemy. Go would also have them send this resolvition of theirs 
to the city Jerusalem, that its citizens upon the knowledge of my 
beim’* adjudged to be an enemy l3y the Galileans, might them- 
selves aNo confirm that determination. Me said also, that when 
this was (lone, even those Galil(*ans who wore afi’ected to me, 


i would desert me out ol‘ f ar. When John had given them this 
[ counsel, what he had said was very agreeable to the rest of 
them. 1 was also made aetjiiainted with these affairs about the 
third hour of the nigbt, by the means of one Saecheus, who had 
belonged to them, but now deserted them and eamc over to me, 
and told me what they wi're about ; so 1 ))ereeived that no time 
was to be lo>t. Accordingly I gave command to Jacob, an armed 
man ot iiiv guard, wluun I esteemed faithful to me, to take two 
Imndrcd men and to guard the passages that led from (lubara to 
Galilee, and to seize upon i1k‘ passengers, ami send them to me, 
especially such as were caught with letters about tliem : 1 also 
sent Jereinias himself, one of my frieiuN, with six hundred armed 
men, to the borders of Galilee, in ordei to watch the roads that 
kd Iroin the country to the city JerusaUan, and gave him charge 
to lay hold of mu Ii as travelled with letters about them, to keep 
the men in bonds upon the place, but to send me the letters. 

46. W hen I had laid these commands ui^on them, I gave them 
orders, and bid them to lake tlieir arms and bring three days 


proviMoiis w'^ih them, and be with me the next day. 1 also jiart- 
C(1 tli()s(i that were about im into four parl>, ami ordained those 
ol them that were in<3st faithful to me to be a guard to my 
tH)(ly. 1 aho set 4)ver them centurions, and commanded them to 
. care that not a s(ddier w Inch thev did not know should 


^joigli! Iiiinself among them. Now, on the fifth day following, 
ut Gabaroth, I found the entire plain that was before 
^ village full of armed men, who were cmne out ot Galilee to 
assist me : many otherii of tlie multitude, also, out of the village, 
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ran along with me. But ns soon as I had taken my place, and 
began to speak to them, they all made an acclamation, and calk 
ed me the benefactor and saviour of the country. And when I 
had made them my acknowledgments, and thanked them 
their afiectioii to me,] I also advised them to fight • witli no 
body, nor to spoil the country, but to ))itch llu?ir tents in the 
plain, and be content with their sustenance they had brought with 
them : for I told them I liad a mind to compose these troubh.^ 
without shedding any blood. Now it came to pass, that, ou the 
very same day, those who were sent by John with letters klj 
among the guards whom I appointed to watch the roads, so 
the men were themselves kept upon the plact', as my orders 
were, but I got the letters, which were lull of reproaches and 
lies; and I intended to tall upon these men, wdtlumt savinir a 
word of these matters to any body. 

47. Now’, as soon as Joi\athan and his compainons lieard of 
my coming, they took all their own friends, and John w ith tlieni. 
and retired to the house of Jesus, which indeed was a hu-rre 
castle, and no way unlike a citadel ; so they privately laid a i)jiii(| 
of armed men therein, and shut all the doors but one, wliidi 
they kept open, and they expected that I shoidd come out oftlic 
road to them, to salute them. And inch ed they had given or 
ders to the armed men, that wduai I came they should let ik 
body besides me come in, but shoidd exclude others ; as sup 
posing that by this means they should easily get me under llieii 
power: but they were deceived in their expectation ; for I pn 
ceived what snares they had laid for me. Now, as soon as I wn^ 
got off my journey, 1 to<>k up iny lodgings over against tluiii, 
and |)retciule<l to be asleej) ; so Jonallmn and his party thinkiiiii 
that I w as really asleep, and at rest, made haste to go down into 
tlie plain, to persuade tJie people that I was an ill governor. But 
the matter proved otlierwisc; Ibr nj)on their appearance' there 
was a cry made by the Galileans imiiu diately, declaring their 
good ojunion of me as their governor ; and they made a chunoiii 
iigainst Jomitlian and his partners, for coming to them w ln n they 
had suflere<l no harm, and as though lluy would overturn their 
happy settleim'ut; and desired them by all means to go 
again, for that they would r!rver be persuaded to have any oilier 
to rule over them but myseif. When I heard of this, I did not 
fear to go down into the midst of them ; 1 went, theielorc, niv- 
sdf down presently to la a' what Jonathan ami his coini'onions 

• Jcm’ptiUfc* dirccttori'* to liis xoldiiTH here nre much the Mme that Jolm 
tiatgavc, Luke iii. H. *• Do vioU-mi to im innn. nc»lher accuse ”**y V that 
be content with ) (uir wage#.” Whence Dr. 1 1 utlMin confirms this 

Josephus, in soinr things was even uotv, a foiluw^sr of John the Hapli'h ' 
it no way iir prf>l;abte. tSec the note, mcI. 2, 
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lid. As soon as I appeared, there was immediately an accla- 
lation made to me by the whole multitude, and a cry in my 
oinmendation by them, who confessed their thanks was owing 
? me lor my good government of them. 

48. When Jonathan and his companions heard this, they were 
1 fear ot their own lives, and in danger lest they should be as- 
lultcd by the Galileans on my account ; so they contrived how 
ley might run away. But as they were not able to get off, for 
desired them to stay, they looked down with concern at my 
rords to them. I ordered, therefore, the multitude to restrain en- 
[rely their acclamations, and placed the most faithful of my arin- 
d men upon the avenues, to be a guard to us, lest Jolin should 
iiiexpecledly I'all upon us : and I encouraged the Galileans to 
jkc tlicir weajKms, lest they should be disturbed at their eiic- 
flies, if any sudden assault should be made upon them. And 
hen, in the first place, I put Jonathan and his partners in mind 
if their [former] letter, and after what manner they had w ritten 

0 me, and declared they were sent by the common consent of 
lie i)eo|)le of Jerusalem, to make up the differences I had w ith 
fohii, and how they had desired im* to come to them ; and as I 
poke llms, I publicly showed that letter they liad written, 
ill they could not at all deny what they had done, the letter itself 
loiivicting them. I then said, ‘‘ O Jonathan ! and you that are 
‘ sent with him as his colleagues, if I were to be judged as to 
Miiy beliaviour, compared with that of John\s, and had brought 
‘ no more than two * or three witnesses, good men and true, it 
‘ is plain you had been forced, upon the examination of their 
‘ characters beforehand, to discharge the accusations ; that 
‘therefore you may be iidbrmod that I have acted well in 
“ the aifairs of Galilee, I tliink three w itnesses too few to be 

brought by a man that hath done as he ought to do ; so 1 give 
you all these for witnesses, liujuire of tliem f how I have 
“‘lived, and whether I have not behaved myself with all decen- 
“cy, and after a virtuous manner, among them. And 1 iarlher 
“conjure you, O Galileans ! to hide no part of the truth, but to 
‘ speak before tlicse men as before judges, whether 1 have in 
“any thing acted otherwise than well.’’ 

^ We here learn the practice of (he Jews, in the days of Josi'phiis, to inquire inta 
" laforc they were ulmiiUHl, ami that their munlHT ought lo 

1 . ot the least, also exactly as in the law of Moses, ami in the Aposiol- 

oihutuiions, H, II, ch. a?. .Si'e Covenant Uesivetl, page 07, fi'. 

tiJy the whole iKxJy of the (falilcans by Jo ephus, and the testimony 

that appeal 

donp pixMihet Samuel, I Sam. xii. 1—5. «nd iH’rhaps w:a 

by Josephus in imitation of him. 

in. 
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49. While I was thus speaking, the united voices of all 
people joined together, and called me their benefactor and s 
vioiir, and attested to my former behaviour, and exhorted me 
continue so to do hereafter; and they all said, upon their oail] 
that their wives had been preserved free from injuries, and th 
no one had ever been aggrieved by me. After this, I read 
the Galileans tw’o of those epistles which had been sentbv Jonj 
than iuul his colleagues, and which those wdiom 1 had ap])ointe 
to guard the road had taken, and sent to me. These were lull ( 
reproitches, and of lies, as ifl had acted more like a tynint tlia 
a governor against them, with many other things besides tlierei 
contained, which were no better indeed than impudent falsitie; 
I also informed the multitude how 1 came by these letters, aiii 
that those who carried them delivered them up voluntarily; fo 
I was not willing that my enemies should know any thing of th 
guards I had set, lest they should be afraid, and leave ofl’writiiK 
hereafter. ^ 

50. When the multitude heard those things, they were grcath 
provoked at Jonathan, and his colleagues tliat were with him 
and were going to attjick tliem, and kill them ; and this tlu v lia( 
certainly done, unless 1 luul restrained the anger of the Gal ilVans, 
and said. That I forgave Jonathan and his colleagues what wiu 
‘‘ past, if they would repent, and go to their own coimtiy. and 

tell those who sent them the truth, as to my conduct.” \Vhtii 1 
had said this, I let tliem go, although I knew' they would do no- 
thing of what they had promiseil. Hut the multitiule were very 
much enraged against them, and entreatetl me io give ihcin have 
to punish theiii tor their insolence; yet did I try all luelliodi; to 
persuade them to spare the men ; tor 1 knew that every iiisiaiice 
of sedition was pernicious to the public welfare. IJut the iiuil- 
titude was tw angry w ith them to be clissuaded, anil all of them 
went immediately to the house in which Jonathan and his col- 
leagues abode. However, when I perceived that their rage 
could not be restrained, I got on horsebaek, and ordered ihc mul- 
titude to follow me to the village Sogane, which was twenty lur- 
longs oft* Gabara ; and by using this stratagem, I so luiuiaged 
myself, as not to a[)peaj to begin u civil war amongst thun. 

51. But when 1 was come near 8ogane, i caused thenudlilude 
to make a halt, and c xnorl' tl them not to be so easily provoke 
to anger, and to die inflicting such punishments as could not e 
afterw'ards recalled : I aUo gave order, that a hundred 01^*115 
who w ere already in years, and were principal men among them, 
should get themselves ready to go to the city Jerusalem, 
sfimdd make a complaint before the people of such as 
ditions in the country. And 1 said to them, that “in casetu) 

be moved witli what you say, you shall desire the coinnuini. 
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to write to me, and to enjoin me to continue in Galilee, and to 
order Jonathan and his colleagues to depart out of it.” When 
had suggested these instructions to them, and while they were 
siting themselves ready as fast as they could, I sent them on 
lis errand the third day after they had been assembled : I also 
jnt live hundred armed men with them [as a guard.] I then 
rote to my friends in Samaria, to take care that they might 
itely pass tlirough the country : for Samaria was already under 
le Romans, and it was absolutely necessary for those that go 
iiickly [to Jerusalem,] to pass through that country ; for in that 
)a(l you may, in three days’ time, go from Galilee to Jerusa- 
‘ 111 . 1 also went myself, and conducted the old men as far as 

le bounds of Galilee, and set guards in the roads, that it might 
ot be easily known by any one that these men were gone. And 
rhen I liad thus done, I went and abode at Japha. 

52, Now Jonathan and his colleagues having failed of accom- 
lisliing what tliey would have done against me, they sent John 
lack to Gischala, but went themselves to the city Tiberias, expect- 
[i«r it would submit itself to tliem; and this was founded on a letter 
I’hich Jesus, their then governor, had written them, promising, 
hat it' they came, the multitude would receive tlu m, and choose 
0 be under their government; so they went their ways with 
his expectation. Hut Silas, who, as I said, liad been left curator 
>f Tiberias by me, iiiformeii me of this, and desired me to make 
laste thithei . Accordingly, 1 complied with his advice iinine- 
liately, and came thither ; but found myself in danger of my life, 
rom the following occasion : Jonatlian and his colleagues had 
Icon at Tiberias, and liad persuadetl a great many of such as hud 
I (jiiarrel with me to desert me; but when they heard of my 
:oming they were in fear for themselves, and came to me, and 
ivlieii tliey had saluted me, they said, that I was a happy 
nan in having behaveil myself so well in the government of Ga- 
lilee; and they congratulated me ujion the honours that were 
paid me; for they stiid that my glory was a credit to them, 
since they had been my teachers and fellow-citi/.cns : and they 
said lartlier, that it was but just that they shouUl prefer my 
friendship to them rather than John’s, and that they w ould have 
>nimediately gone home, but that they staid that they might 
deliver up John into my power: and when they said this they 
their oaths of it, ami those such ns are most tremendous 
amongst iis, and such as 1 did not think fit to disbelieve. Uow- 
'm*) they desired me to lodge somewhere else ; because the 
day was the sabbath, mid that it was not fit the city of Ti- 
o disturlK*d [on that day.] 
lid I nothing, and went away to Tarichea' ; yet 

1 Withal leave some to make inquiry in the city how^ inaltcis 
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went, and whetlier any thing was said about me : I also set mar 
persons ail the way that leil tVom Tnriclieoe to Tiberias, tin 
they might communicate from one to another, if they learne 
any news from those tliat were left in tlie city. On tlie 
day therefore, they all came into the Prosencha it was 
large edifice and capable of receiving a great number oF people 
thither Jonathan went in, and thougli he durst not openly spea 
of a revolt, yet did he say that their city stood in need of a bette 
governor than it then had. But Jesus, who was tlie ruler, mad 
no scruple to speak out, and said openly, “ O fellow-citizens ! 

is better for you to be in subjection to four than to one; an 
“ those Siicli as arc of high birth, and not without reputation fc 
their wisdom and pointed to Jonathan and his colleague! 
Upon his saying this, Justus came in and commended him fo 
w hat he had saitl, and persuaded some of the people to be of hi 
mind also. But the multitude were not ))leased with what wa 
said, and had certainly gone into tumult, uidess the sixth houi 
which w as now come, had dissolved the assembly, at which hoii 
our laws require us to go to dinner on sabbath* days ; so Jona 
than and his colleagues put ofTtheir council till the next dav, am 
went off without success. When I was informed of these al 
fairs, I determined to go to the city of Tiberias in the morninj] 
Accordingly, on the next day, about the first hour of the dav, 
came to Tiljerias, and found the multitude ready assembled ii 
the Prosencha ; but on w hat account they were gotten togelhe^ 
those that were assembled did not know. But, when Joiialliai 


and liis colleagues saw them there unexpectetlly, they were indis 
order ; after w liicli they raised a report of tlieir ow n contrivance 
that Roman horsemen were seen al a place calleil Union, in tin 
borders ofUalilee; thirty furlongs distant from the city. Upoi 
which report, Jonathan and his colleagues cunningly exhortet 
me not to neglect this matter, nor to Miller the land to he spoilei 
by the enemy. Ami this they said with a design to remove mi 
out of the city : under the pretence of the want of extraordinarj 


assistance, wlVile they might dispose of the city to my enemy. 

54. As for myself, although 1 knew' of their design, yet did j 
comply with w hat they proposed, lest the jieople of libena 
should have occasion to siifipose, that I was not caretiil of iheii 
security. I ihcrtdbre went out; but when 1 was at the place? i 
found not the least footsteps of any enemy, so I returned as lasi 


• It is worth noting here, Uial il'crc was now a great Proseudia, or place of pr 
in ihe city 'riberias it‘.«lf, though such Proseucha U'C^l to he out of cities 
synagogues were within ihmi : of them mm? Lv Moyne on Polycarp’** ^hk 

“fJ. It is also worth our remark, that the Jews, in the days of JoM'phus 
at Uitt sixth hour, or noon ; and that in obtdienca to tlidr notions ol tiie 
also. 
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IS ever I could, and found the whole council assembled, and the 
body ol people gotten together, and Jonathan and his col- 
leatrues bringing vehement accusations against me, as one thathad 
[10 concern to ease them of the burdens of war, and as one that 
lived luxuriously. And as they were discoursing thus, they pro- 
Juced lour letters as written to them, from some people that lived 
‘it the borders of Galilee ; imploring that they would come to 
their assistance, for that there was an army of Romans, both 
horsemen and footmen, who would come and lay waste the coun- 
try on the third day ; they desired them also to make haste, and 
not to overlook them. When the people of Tiberias heard this, 
they iluaight they spoke truth, and made a clamour against me, 
and said, 1 ought not to sit still, but to go away to the assistance 
of their countrymen. Hereupon I said, (for I understood the 
meaning of Jonathan and his colleagues,) tluit I was ready to com- 
ply with what they proposed, and without delay to march to the 
Avnr which they spoke of, yet did I advise them, at the same time, 
that since these letters declared that the Romans would make 
their assault in four several places, they should part their forces 
into five bodies, and make Jonathan uml his colleagues generals 
of each body of them, because it was lit lor brave men, not only 
to give counsel, but to take the place of leaders, and assist tlicir 
countrymen when such a necessity pressed them ; for, said I, it is 
not possible for me to lead moru than one party. This advice of 
mine greatly pleased the multitude; so they compelled them to 
go forth to war. 13iit their designs were put into very much 
disionler, because they had not done what they designed to do, 
on account of my stratagem, which was opposite to their under- 
takings. 

5v7. Now there was one whose name was Ananias, a wicked 
man he was, and very iiiischiovous ; he proposed that a general 
religious last ’* should be appointed the next day for all the peo- 
ple, and gave order that at the same hour they should come 
before God, that while they obtained his assistance, they thought 
all these weapons useless. This he said, not out of piety, but 
that they might catch me and my frii nds unarmeil. Now, I was 
hereupon forged to comply, lest I should ap|)ear to des|)isc a ))ro- 
posal that tended to piety. As soon, therefore, as we were gone 
home, Jonathan and his colleagues wrote to John, to come to 
ihcm in the morning, and ilesiring him to come with as many 
‘‘oltiiers as he possibly could, for that they should then be able 
easily to get me into their hands, and to do all that they desired 

sect obsenre here, tliat this lay.PbariMK! An«ni.is» as we have seen he was, 

decl •» ' '***'*” appoint a fast at Tibi»rias, and was obeyed ; though in- 

* out of rcligioiii but knavnJi |H)Hcy. 
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to do. When John had received this letter, he resolved to con 
ply with it. As for myself*, on the next day, I ordered two < 
the guards of my botly, whom I esteemed the most courageoi 
and most faithful, to hide daggers under their garments, aiul t 
go along with me, that we might defend ourselves, if any attac 
should be made upon us by our enemies. I also myself took m 
breastplate, and girt on my sword, so that it might be, as far i 
was possible, concealed, and came into the Proseucha. 

56. Now Jesus, who was the ruler, commanded that the 
should exclude all that came with me, for he kept the door hin] 
self, and suffered none but his friends to go in. And while w 
were engaged in the duties of tlie day, and had betaken oiirselvc 
to our prayers, Jesus got up, and inquired of me wliat wa 
become of the vessels that were token out of the king’s palace 
when it was burnt down [and] of that uncoined silver : and ii 
whose possession they now were ? This he said, in order to drivi 
away time till John should come. I said that Caj)ellus, and tin 
ten principal men of Tiberuis had them all ; and 1 told him tlia 
they might ask them whether 1 told a lie or not. And whei 
they said they had them, he asked me, what is liecome of those 
twenty pieces of gold wfiieh thou dicUt receive upon the sale of a 
certain weight of uncoined money ? 1 replied, that I had givtMi 
them to those ambassadors of theirs, as a maintenance for them 
when they were sent by them to Jerusalem. So Jonathan an<l 
his colleagues said ; that 1 had not done well to pay the ambassa- 
dors out of the public money. And, when the multitude were 
very angry at them for this; for they perceived the wickedness 
of tlie men, I understood that a tumult was going to arise; and 
being desirous not to provoke tlie public to great rage against 
tlie men, I said, Put if I have not ilone well in paying our am- 
** bassadors out of the public stock, leave off your anger at me, 
‘‘ for 1 w ill repay the tw enty pieces of gold myself.” 

37. When 1 had said this, Jonathan and his colleagues held 
their peace ; but the peojile were still more irritated against them, 
upon their openly showing their unjust ill-wdll to me. When 
Jesus saw this change on the people, he ordered them to depmt, 
but desired the senate to stay ; for that they could not examine 
things of sucfi a nature in tumult: and, as the people were ci)^ 
ing out that they would no? leave me alone, there came one and 
told Jesus and his friends privately, that John and his armed 
men were at hand : whereupon Jonathan and his colleagues 
being able to contoin thei*i->elves no longer, (and perhaps the pio- 
vidence of God hereby procuring my (ieliverance, for, 
this been so, I had certainly been destroyed by John,) said, 
you people of Tiberias ! leave off’ tliis inquiry about tJie 
pieces of gold ; for Josephus hath not deserved to die for tliciui 
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l)ut lie bath deserved it by his desire of tyrannizing, and by 
cheating the multitude of the Galileans with his speeches, in 
onler to gain the dominion over them.’’ When he had said 
lis, they presently laid hands upon me, and endeavoured to kill 
je: but," as soon as those that were with me saw what they did, 
lev drew their swords, and threatened to smite them, if they 
flered any violence to me. The yieople also took up stones and 
ere about to throw them at Jonathan; and so they snatched me 
•oin the violence of iny enemies. 

58. But, as I was going out a little way, I w as just upon meet- 
icr John, who was marching with his armed men. So I was 
fniid of him, and turned aside, and escaped by a narrow^ pas- 
iffc to the lake, and seized on a ship, and embarked in it, and 
iiied over to Taricheir. So, beyond my expectation, I escaped 
lis damper. Whereupon I presently sent for the chief of the 
hilileans, and told them after what manner, against all faith 
iven, 1 laid been very near to destruction from Jonathan and 
is colleagues, and the jieople of Tiberias. Upon which the mill- 
tudo of the Galileans were very angry, and encouraged me to 
elav 110 longer to make war upon them, but to permit them to 
0 against John, and utterly to destroy him, as well as Jonathan 
ml his colleagues. However, 1 restrained them, though they 
icre ill such a rage, and desired them to tarry a while, till w*e 
hoiilil be informcil what orders those ambassadors, that were 
cut 1)V lluin to llie city of Jerusalem, should bring thence; for 
told tlu-m, that it was best for them to act according to their de- 
eriiiinalion : whereupon they were prevailed on. At w bich 
iine also, John, when the snares lie had laid did not take ellect, 
ctiirned back to Giscluila. 

59. Now in a few days those ambassadors whom lie had sent, 
anio back again and informed us, that the people w ere greatly 
irovoked at Anaiius, and iSiinon, the son of GainalieK and their 
neiuls;ihat, w ithout any public determination, they had sent to 
Galilee, and had done their endeavours tliat I might be turned out 

the government. The ninbassador.s said farther, that the peo- 
ple were ready to burn their houses. They also l)roi;ght letters, 
whereby the chief men of Jerusalem, at the earnest petition of the 
people, conffrined me in the government of Galilee, and enjoined 
Jonathan and his colleagues to return home quickly. When 1 
W gotten these letters, I canu* to the village Arbcihu where I 
piocurcd an assembly of the Galileans to meet, and l)id the am- 
wssadors declare to them the anger of the people of Jerusalem 
‘^^^'liathad been done by Jonathan and his colleagues, and how' 
they hated their wickal doi.igs, and how they had con- 
me in the government of their country, ns also what re- 
^ to the order tliey had in writing for Jonathan and his col- 
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leagues to return hoine. So I immediately sent them tlie letter 
and bid him that carried it to inquire, as well as he could, 
they intended to act [on this occasion.] 

60. Now, when they had received that letter, and were there, 
by greatly disturbed ; they sent for John, and for the senators of 
Tiberias, and for the principal men of the Gabarens, and propos, 
ed to hold a council, and desire<l them to consider what was to 
be done by them. However the governors of Tiberias wore 
greatly disposed to keep tlie government to themselves ; tor the;- 
said it was not fit to desert the city, now it was committed to 
their trust, and that otherwise I should not delay to fall 
tliem; for they pretended falsely that so I had threatened to do. 
Now John was not only of their opinion, but advised them, that 
two of them should go to accuse me before the multitude [at Je- 
rusalein,] that I did not manage the affairs of Galilee as I oijfrht 
to do ; and that they would easily persuade the jicoplc, bec ai^eof 
their dignity, and l)ecause the whole multitiule are very imitahlr. 
When, therefore, it appeared that John had suggested tiu* wisest 
advice to them, they resolved that two of them, Jonathan and An- 
anias, should go to the people of Jerusalem, and tlie other two 
[Simon and Joazar] should be left behind to tarry at 'J'ihi rias. 
They also took along witli them a luuulred soldiers lor their 
guard. 

61. However, the governors of Tiberias took care to have ilicir 
city secured with walls, and coininanded tlieir inhabitants to take 
their arms. They also sent for a great many soldiers f rom Joliii 
to assist them against me, if there should be occasion for them. 
Now John was at Gischala, Jonathan, therefore, and those that 
were with him, when they were departed from Tiberias, and a:i 
soon as they were come to Dabaritta, a village that lay in the in- 
most parts of Galilee, in the great plain, lliey, about lnidMii,^'lt, 
fell among the guards I had set, who both commaiuleil tlu m to 
lay aside their weapons, aiul kept tlicm in bonds ujain the plme, 
as I had charged them to do. This news was written to me hv 
Levi, who had commaiul of lliat guard committed to Inm by 
me. Hereupon I said nothing of it for two days; and preteiul- 
ing to know notiiing about it, I sent a message to the ]HM>plc ol 
Tiberias, and atlvised d ern to lay their arms aside, and to di'’- 
miss their men, that tl <‘V riiight go home. But sup|)osing tbot 
Jonathan, and those tliat were with him, were alreaily arrhed^Jt 
Jenisalern, they made reormchfiil answers to me; yet was 1 not 
terrified thereby, !>iit conirived another stratagem against ihcin, 
for I did not think it agreeable with piety to kindle the fne 
war against tlie citizen.s. As I was desirous to draw' those men 
away from Tiberias, I chose out ten thousand of the 
armed men, and divided them into three bodies, and ordcret i 
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to go privately, and lie still as an ambush, in the villages. I 
also a thousand into another village, which lay indeed in 
the luountains, as did the others, but only lour furlongs distant 
iVoni 1 iberias, and gave order. Unit when they saw iny signal, 
tliey sliould come down immediately : while 1 myself Jay with 
my soldiers in the sight of every body. Hcrcupt)n the pco])le 
Tiht^rias, at the sight ol* me, came rimiiiiig out of tlie city 
pe,|)c:tually, and abased me greatly. Nay, their madness was 
come to that height, that they macle a decent bier for me, and 
suaiding about it, they mourned over me in the way of jest 
;iiul sport : and 1 could not but be myself in a pleasant humour 
upon tile sight of this madness of theirs. 

(j'J. And now being desirous to catcli Simon by a wile, and 
Joa/er with him, 1 sent a message U) them, and desired them to 
come a little way out of the city, \'ith many of their friends to 
(ruard them ; for 1 said 1 would come dowji to them, and make 
alca<uie with them, and divide the g<iveniment of Galilee with 
them. Accordingly, Simon was tlehuleil on account of his im- 
)3rudeuce, and out of the hopes of gain, ami did not delay to come; 
but Joazer, suspecting snares were laid for him, staid behind. 
Sof when .Simon was come out, and his frieiuls with him for his 
i^uiard, I met him, and saluted him with great civility, and pro- 
iesHtl dial I was obliged to him for his coming up to me ; but a 
little while afun ward I walked along with him, as though 1 
would say si)mething to him by myself, and, when I had drawn 
him a i^ood way iVmn Ids friends, 1 took him alninl the inidtlle, 
aiul gave him to my frieiuls that were with me, to carry him 
into a villagi*: and, cominamling my armeil men to come down, 
I with them made an assault upc)!! 'I'iberias. Now, as the tight 
grew hot on both sides, and the soUliers belonging to Tiberias 


Were ill .1 fair way to comjiier me, (for iny armed men were al- 
ready lied away,) 1 saw the posture of my aflhirs ; and encourag- 
ing those that were with me, 1 pursued those of Tiberias, even 
wlieji they were already coiK]uen)rs, into the city. 1 :ilso sent 
another hand ut soldiers iiiU> llie city by llie lake, and gavi* them 
orders to set on lire the first house they could seize uju'U. W hen 
lliis was done, tlie peo])le of Tiberias thought that their city was 
taken l)y l’o«.e, and so tlirew ilown their arms for fear, aiui im- 
plored, tliey, tlieir wives and children, llmt I would spare their 
^‘ty. So 1 was over-pcrsuiuK’d by their murealies, and restrained 
le soldiers Irtim the vehemcncy w ith which they pursued llicm ; 
piilc I inyself, upon the coming on of the evening, returned 
ack with my soldiers; and went to refresh myself. 1 also invit- 
oinioii to sup with me, and rondbrted him on occasion of 
Ijit iiad ha])pened ; and I proiiiiseil that I woulti seiul him safe 
/ '^yt^urc to Jerusalem, and withal would give liim provision 

journey thither. 
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63. But on the next day, I brought ten tliousand men w 
me, and ctuiie to Tiberias. I then sent I’or the principal 
the multitude into the public place, and enjoined them to toll i 
who were the authors of the revolt ; and when they had t<j 
me who tlio men were, I sent them bound to the city Jotapm 
But, as to Jonatiian and Ananias, I freed them from tlieir hoiu 
and gave them provisions for their journey, together with 
and Joazer, and live hundred armed men who should guard thci 
and so I sent them to Jerusalem. The people of Tiberias al 
came to me again, and desired that 1 would forgive ihom i; 
what they had done, and they said they would amend what tin 
liad done amiss w-itli regard to me, l)y their fidelity tor the tin 
to come; and they besought me to preserve what spoils ivinaii 
cd upon the jiluntler of the city, for those that hail lost tljeii 
Accordingly, 1 enjoineil those that had got them, to briiiff ili^i 
all before us; and when they did not coinidy for a great whili 
and 1 saw one of the soldiers that were about me with a gamier 
on that was more splendid than ordinary, I asked him wlieiuo ji 
had it, and he replied that he had it out of the plunder of ih 
city ; I had him punished with stripes, and 1 threatened all the res 
to inflict a severer punislunont upon them, unless they procliuei 
before us whatsoever they had plundered ; and when a ^rca 
many spoils were brought together, 1 restored to every one o 
Tiberias what they claimed to be their own. 

61 *. And now' 1 am come to this part of my narration, 1 liavi 
a mind to sav a few things to Ju>tus, who hath himself writtci 
a history concerning thc'jc aflairs, as al.NO to others who jirofts 
to write hi>torv, but have little regard to trntli, aiui am no 
afraid, either out of ill-will or good-will to .>ome per^oim, tore 
late falsehoods. These men do, like those who ci>inp()>e loriiee 
deeds and conveyances ; and because they are not brought loth' 
like punishment willi them, they liavc no regard to ti ulh. heU: 
therefore, Justus uiulertook to write about llu se fact'', and alunil 


tlic Jewish war, that he might appear to have been an iiiiiii trioin 
man, he falsified in what he related about me, and could not speals 
truth even about his own country; whence it is, that lieiiig be- 
lied by him, I am uiu!‘ r a necessity to make my defence; and so 
I shall say what I havt eoi*ci aIcd till now. And let no one \'on- 

der that I have i;ul ti.e world these things a great while ago. 

For although it be necessary for a bi>torian to write the trut ? 
yet is such a one not bo u.d severely to animadvert on 
edness of certain men, not out of any favour to them, bat on 
of an autluiPs ovn} moderation. How, then, comes it 
O Ju ;tus ! tliou most sagacious of writers, (that I 
nu'self tf) him us if he were here present,) for so thou 

of thyself, that I and the Galileans have boon the aiithoiso 
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geililiou whicli tliy country engaged in both against the Romans 
against llie king [Agrippa junior?] For before ever I was 
ppoinied governor ot Galilee by the coninumity of Jerusalem, 
)0tli tliou and all the people of Tiberias had not only taken up 
triiis, hut had made war with Decapolis of Syria. Accordingly, 
hull hudst ordered their villages to be burnt, and a domestic ser- 
aiit of thine iell in the battle. Nor is it I only wdio say this; 
Jilt so it is written in the commentaries of Vespasian the empe- 
•or, as also how the inhabitants of Decapolis came clamouring 

0 Vesinisian at Ptolciiiais, and desired that thou, who wast the 
uitlior [of that war,] mightost be brought to punishment. And 
hoii hiidst certainly been punished at the command of \'espasian, 
jntl not king Agrippa, who had power given him to have thee 
put to deatli, at the earnest entreaty of his sister Bernice, chang- 
ed the punishment from death into a long im})risonmcnt. Thy 
political adniinistnition of aflairs afterward do also clearly dis- 
cover both thy other behaviour in life, and tliat thou wast the 
occasion of thy country’s revolt from the Itonians; plain signs 
ofwliieli 1 shall j)roduce presently. I have also a mind to say 
a lew things to the rest of the peoj)le of Tiberias on tby account, 
and to deiimnstrate to those that light upon this history, that you 
bore 110 gt)od-will, neither to the Homans, nor totlie king. To 
be Mire, llu' greatest cities of Galilee, O .lustus ! were Sepphoi is, 
and thy country Tiberias. But Sepphoris, situated in llie very 
midst of Galilee, and liaving many villages about it, and able 
with ea>«* io have been bold and troublesome to the Homans, if 
they had so pleased, yet did it resolve U) continue faithful to those 
heir mantels, and at the same lime excluded me out of their ci- 
ty, and j)rohibited all their citizens from joining w ith the Jews in 

: war, and that they might be out of danger from me, they by 
a wile got leave of me to fortify their city with walls ; they also 

01 ihcir own aeeurd, admitted of a garrison of Homan legions, 
sent thcan by Gestius Gallns, who was then prcsiiieiit of Syria, 
and so had me in contem})t, though 1 was then very j)owcrful, 
and all were greatly atVaid of me ; and at the same time that the 
greatest ol our cities, Jerusalem, was besieged, and that temple 
otours, which belonged to us all, was In danger of falling under 
die enemy’s power, they sent no assistance thither, as not willing 
to have it thought they would bear arms against the Homans, 
hut as for thy country, O Justus ! situated upon the lake of Gen- 
uesareih, and distant i’roin Hippos thirty Inrlongs, from Chidara 
™y, and trom Scythopulis, which was under tne king’s juris- 
diction, a hundred and twenty, when tliere was no Jewish city 

it might easily liave i)reserved Us fidelity [to die Romans,] 
'Glad so pleased them to do; fur the city and its {HJople h|id 
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plenty of weapons. But as thou sayost, I was then tlie auff)( 
[of their revolt.] And I pray, O Justus ! who was that authf 
aftc rxmrds P For thou knowest that I was in the power of 
Romans before Jerusalem w as besieged, and before the same tiin 
Jotaj^ala was taken by force, as well as iminy other fortiesse? 
and a great many of the Galileans fell in the w ar. It was there 
fore then a proper time, when you w'cre certainly freed fioi 
any fear on iny account, to throw away your weapons, and t 
demonstrate to the king and to the Romans, that it was not o 
choice, but as forced by necessity, that you fell into the wn 
against them ; but you staid till Vespasian came himself as far a 
your walls, with his whole army; and then you did indeed lir 
aside your weapt)ns out of fear, and your city had for (ortaii 
l)een taken by force, unless Vespasian had complied with tiu 
king’s suj^plicatioii hu' you, and had excused your madness, h 
w'as not I, tlicrcforc, who was the author ol‘ this, l)ut voiir own 
inclinations to war. Do not yon remembtu* how' olten l (rot von 
under my power, and yet put none of yon to death ? nav, von 
once fell into a tmmilt one against another, and slew’ one himdred 
and eighty-five of your citi/mis, imt on account of vour ^^ood, 
will to the ki!]g and to the Romans, but on account of vour 
own wickedness, and this while I was besieged by the Romans 
in Jotaj)ata Nay, indeeil, were there not reckoned up two 
thou and of the people of 'riberias during the sii ge of .h nis.i- 
lem, some of which were slain, and the rest caught and carriod 
captiv4.s? But thou wilt |)ictcn(l that thou didst not engaiic in 
the wa’’, since thou didst ilee to the king. Yes, imhad, thou 
didst flee to him ; but I say it was out of fear of me. d lioii 
sayest, indeed, that it is I who am a wicked man, lint tliin, 
for what reason was it that king Agiippa, who procnreil thee 
thy life when thou wast tondenmed to die by Vesj>asiaii, and 
who bestowed so imieh riehes tijum thee, did twice alteruanl put 
thee into bomls, and as often obliged thee to rim away from thy 
coiinlry, and, when he had (nice oidercd thee to be put to Heath, 
he granted thee u pardon at the earnest rei|uesl of Ih'rniee ! and 
when (after so many of tliy w icked pranks) he had made ihcc 
his .secretary, he caught tin e falsitying his epistles, find drove 
thee away Irom his s’gla. But 1 shall not iiajuire aecnratcly 
into these matters ot scandal against thee. Yet cannot I l)utv(m- 
der at thy im})ndonce, w hen thou hast the assurance to say, thj 
thou hast belter related ♦hese [afliiirs of the war ] than lane 
the others that have w rilten about them, w hilst thou HiiSt | 
know’ what was di ne m Galilee; ibr thou wast then at Rei.d'jM 
with the king; nor didst thou know how much the Komars mi 

fered at the siege of Jotapata, or what miseries they brought 



THE LIFE OF FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS. 


235 


; on iis ; couldcst thou learn by inquiry what I did during that 
i iTiyself; lor all those that might afford such information 
\^'crc destroyed in that siege. But ))erhaps thou wilt say, 
tliou written ol wliat was done against the people of Jeru- 
I silein exactly. But how should that be ? Ibr neither wast thou 
concerned in tliat war, nor hast thou read the commentaries of 
Ca'snr ; of which w'C have evident proof, because thou hast con- 
tradicted those commentaries of Cmsar in thy history. But if 
thou ni t so hardy as to affirm, that thou hast written lliat histcirv 
bettor than all the rest, why didst thou not publish thy history 
^vhilc the emperors Vesjiasian and Titus, the generals in that 
i jvs well as king Agrippa and his family, who were men very 
1 ^vcll skilled ill the learning of the Greeks, were all alive? for 
thou hast laid it written these twenty years, and then inighlest 
ihou have had the testimony of thy accuracy. But now when 
these incii are no longer with us, and thou thinkest thon canst 
not he contradicted, thou vciUiirest to jmblish it. But then I 
not in like manner afraid of mine own writing, but I oHered 
mv hooks to the euqierors themselves, w hen the iiicts were al- 
most under men’s (*yes ; for 1 was eouscious to myself, that I 
h;ul observed the truth of the facts; and as I expected to have their 
jitte-jlalioii to tliein, so I was not deceived in such ex|iectati()m 
Moreover I imiuedialely preseiiU'd my history to many other 
juMsnns some of whom wi‘n.‘ concerned in the war, as was king 
Agri|))vaa! d some of his kindred. Now the emperor Titus was 
so (lodroiis that the knowledge of these affairs should be taken 
from tlux; i)()oks alone, that he subscribed his ow n hand to them, 
and 01 dered that they shouKl be publislied ; and for Agrippa, be 
wrote nu! sixty- two letters, and attested lo the truth of what I 
had therein delivei eil; tw o of w hich letters 1 have here subjoin- 
ed, and thou mayest know iheivby their contents. ‘‘ 

‘‘ Agrippa to Josephus, liis dear fi ieiul, seiulelli greeting. 1 have 
‘‘ read over thy book with great pleasure, and it a))peais to me, 
“that thou hast done it niiieh more accurately, and with great- 
“er care, tliaii have the other writers. Send me the rest of 
“ these books. Farewell, my dear friend,” “ King Agrijipa ^ 
“ to Josepl^iis, his dear friend, seiidcth greeting. It seems by 
what thou hast w ritten, that thou staiulest in need of no in- 
J^truction, in order to our information from the beginning. 

“ However, when thou comest to me, 1 w ill Inform ihcc ofa great 
“ many diings whic h thou dost not know,” S) w hen this histo- 
ry Was perfected, Agrippa, neither by way of llaltery, w Inch was 
W agivcablc to him, nor by way of Irony, as thou wilt say, (for 
ke was ciiiircly a sli anger to such an evil disposition of mind,) 
he wrote this by way of attestation lo what was true, ns all 
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that read histories may do. And so much shall be said concern, 
ing Justus, which 1 am obliged to add by way of digression, 
65. Now, when I had settled the all’airs of Tiberias, and hm| 
assembled iny friends as a Sanhedrim, I consulted what I shoulrl 
tlo as to Jolin, Whereupon it appeared to be the opuiion of .j, 
the Galileans, that I should arm them all, and march ao-ains, 
John, and punish him as the author ol all (he disorders thatlim 
happened. Yet was I not plcaseil with their detcriniiiaiiou 
as purposing to compose these troubles without bloodshed. Lp, 
on this I exhorted them to use the utmost care to learn the iian^c 
of all that were iiiukr John; which when they had done, and] 
thereby was apjn-ised who the men were, 1 i)ublishe(l an edict 
wherein I olfered security and my right-hand to such of Johu’s 
party as had a mind to repent; and I allowed Iwentv days’ time 
to such as would take this most advantageous course for tlkm, 
selves. I also tiireatened, that unless they threw down thdr 
arms, I would burn their houses, and expose their goods tojiul). 
lie sale. ^Vdlen the men heard of this, they were in no mikiH 
disorder, and deserted John; and to the number of four ilioii. 
siind threw down tlieir arms and came to me. So that no 
others staid with John but hi> own cili/ens, and about lliucii 
fnindred strangers that came I’roin the metropolis of Tyro; iiiid 
when John saw that he had been outwitted by my sLratagriii, lie 
continued alierward in bis own counlrv, and was in Tear 
oi me. 

66. But about this time it was that the people of Sepjiiiors 
grew insolent, and took nj) arms, out of a confidence they lacl 


• T)ie character of this h’stury of Justus <»f Til>vri:»s, the rival of our Josi-plur, 

which IS mnv lo t, with its »>nly remaining fr:it»nuM>t, are us hy a viryabie 

Tilic, Photiiis, who nad that liistoiy. It is in the S id erdr of his HihllotlKta, and 
runs thus ; ** 1 haro rea<! (♦•ivs IMtotius) the chroiioh>gy *>l Justus of 'I'llurias, wIidm' 

** title is this, 7V<r’ j ] thr Ju'Uih which Miccccdcd •'•i'' 

** This [Justus] came oul of the cUy 'rilH-rias in (ialilce. He iH-j^ms Ins liistory tiom 
“ Muse'S, au(] ends it not till the death of Af^n^pa the seventh [ruler! of tiio l.iiiiilv cf 

“ Hiro<l, iiii'l the la*it hin;' tif the Jews ; who lock l)w* |rciveriunent under iiad 

“ it au"ment* d under Ner«». atid still more au;^mei»le<l tiy Vespasian. He d edinilio 
third year of 'rrajan, where also his hi.siory ends. I le is very concise in his lanjjuai’e, 
“ and slightly p:i.NM s over llnisc iUlairH that were most nccessaiy to he insisted oii; 

** and beuig mid* r ilie Jivvei. prej ulices, as indeed he was liiinself also a Jew hy hirtii 

** he makes not the le »>* rner'iu i of ijie npjH'arnrice of Chr st, or of what things li*ip- 
** ()enefl to him, or of the seouikihd works that he did. He was llic sou uf a 
** Jew, who e name was lUs^us. liv was a man, as he is descriluid hy JoscpIiuS “ 
** niOiit prothg ite character ; a slav* Imth to money and to pleasures, lu |mh['C ‘* 

•* he w.iii oppi*Mte to .foNephii-. ; and it is rclateii, that he laid unny plots against in » 
•* hut that Jonephiu, though heh»J this his enemy rrer|uenily under his power, i i< ^ ^ 
*♦ reproach him in woid’, and so let him go without farther piinisluuent. | 

** als<», tiiat IIm? history ^vhith this man wrote i\ for the main, faholoii'', and cia , 

•* to those parts where he describo^f the llonian war with the Jews, and the ta '«l5 
** Jenmiem.*’ 
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jii the strenf^li of their walls, and because they saw me engaged 
ill oilier alfairs also. 8o they sent to Cestius Gallus, who was 
president of Syria, and desired that he would either come (|uick“ 
ly to tliein, and take their city under his protection, or send 
them 11 garrison. Accordingly Gallus proniisetl them to come, but 
dill not send word when he would come ; and, when I liad learn- 
ed so much, I took the soldiers that were with me, and made 
all assault upon the people of Sepphoris, and took the city by 
force, i ho Galileans took this opportunity, as thinking they 
li:ul now a proper time for showing their haticd to them, since 
they bore ill will to that city also. 'J'hen they excited thcin- 
jjcives, as if they would destroy them all ultei ly, with those that 
sojourned there also. So they ran upon them, and set their 
houses on fire, as finding them without inhabitants; for llio men 
out of fear ran together to the citadel. So the Galileans carried 
off e very thing, and omitted no kind of desolation which they 
could bring upon their count ryme n. W’lu n I saw this, I was 
exceedingly troubled at it, and commanded them to leave oflj 
and })ut liiem in mind that it was not agreeable to jiiety to do 
such tilings to their countrymen ; but since they neither would 
hnarkeii to wliat I exhoile‘d, nor to what I coiuinanded them to 
do, ijor the hatred they bore li> the people there was too hard for 
my exhortations to tlu in,) 1 bid tho>e my iVieiuU, who were 
most liiilhrul to me, and were about me, to give out reports, as 
if the Ron ans W’ere falling upon the other part of the city w ith a 
great army ; and this I did, that, by such a report’s being spread 
abroad, 1 might restrain the violence of the Galileans, and pre- 
serve die city of Sejiphoris. And at length this slratagi in liaci 
its ellect ; for, ui)on hearing this report, they w ore in tear for 
tlieinHlves, and so tlu'V left off plundering and ran away; and 
this more e.speciallv, because lluy saw me, their general, do the 
same also, for, that I might cause this repoit to be believed, I 
pretended to be in fear as well as they, 'rinis were the inhabit- 
ants ol !Sej)phoris unexpectedly preserved by this conli ivance of 
mine. 


67. Nay, inch*ed, Tiberias had like to have been plundered by 
theCialdeays also, upon the follow ing occasion : The chief men 
of the senate w rote to the king, and desired that lu* w tiuld ctane 
to them, and takf? possession of their city. The king promiseil 
lo come, and w rote a kite r in answer to theirs, and gave it to 
one ot his bed-chamber, whose name was Crisj)u>^ and who was 
^ hinli a Jew, to carry it to M'iberias, M'heii the Galileans 
"nv ihiit tills man canietl sucii a IctU-r, liny cauj-lit liini, and 
Joiight him to me; but as soon as the whole multitude licarci 
® they were enraged, and betook themselves to their arms. 
^ ^ great many of theiu gc»t together from nil (juavtevs the 
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next day and came to the city of Asochis, where I then lodged 
and made heavy clamours, and called the city of Tiberias a 
traitor to them, and a friend to the king ; and desired leave o( 
me to go down, and utterly destroy it ; lor they bore the 
ill-will to tfie people of Tiberias, as they did to those of Sen* 
phoris. ^ 

68. Wlieii I heard this, I was in doubt what to do, and lie. 
sitated by what means I might deliver Tiberias, from die 
of the Galileans ; for I could not deny that those of 'riberias 
liad written to the king, and invited him to come to tlu ni ; fof 
his letters to them, in answer thereto, would fully prove thi 
truth of that. So 1 sat a long while musing with myseli; and 
then said to them, 1 know well enough that the "peojile ol 
Tiberias have ofleiided ; nor shall I forbid you to pIinidiT the 
‘‘ city. However, such things ought to be done with diserLtion 
for they of Tiberias have not been the only betrayers of ouf 
liberty, but many of the most eminent patriots of the (lali. 
leans, as they pretended to be, have done the same, 'fanv 
‘‘ therefore till 1 shall thoroughly find out tho.^e authors of (nn- 
danger, anti then you sliall have them all at once iiiub r vour 
‘‘ power, with all sucli as you shall yt)urselve.s biiiig in abo.-’ 
Upon my saying this, I ])acilied the multitude, and they k ft off 
their anger, and went their ways ; and I gave orders that lie who 
brought the king’s letters should be put into bonds; but in a kw 
days I pretended that I was obliged, by a necessary allair of uiy 
own, to go out of the kingdom. 1 then called C’ri>pu< la ivaUlv, 
and ordered him to make the soldier that kept him (hunk, and 
to run away to tlie kijig. .S>, when Tiberias was in (laiigvi' ol' 
being utterly tlestroycil a second time, it escaped the clanger In 
iny skillid inaiuigciiieiil, and the care that I had for its pro, sol- 
vation. 


60 , About this time it was that Justus, tlie son ol Pistu?, 
without mv knowledge, ran awav to the king; the occasion oi 
which I will here relate. Upcm the beginning of the war no- 
tween the Jews and the Ucauans, the peoj)le of Tiberias rook- 
ed to submit to the king, and not to revolt front the Konnms; 
while Justus tried l< }ier.-»uade them to heluke ihcinsclvo; to 
iheli arms, as being Ifn isolf desirous of innovations, aiid 
ing ho|>es of obtaining tin government of Cialih:e, as w ell iisc» 
liis own country ['rilxnia- j also. Vet did he not obtain 
he hoped for; l>ecau'>e th j Galileans bore ill-will to 
Tiberias, and this on account of their anger at what niistniei» 
they Itad suRered from them before the war; thence it 
that they would not endure that Justus should be their goNCi non 
I myself who had been intrusted by the community n 

rusalem with tlie govermnent of Galilee, did frequently come 
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Iiat degree ot rage at Justus, that I had almost resolved to kill 
iiini, as not able to bear his mischievous disposition. He was 
licrcfore much afraid of me, lest at length my passion should 
joinc to extremity ; so he went to the king, as supposing that 
lie slioidtl dwell belter and more safely with him. 

70. Now, when the people of Sepphoris luul, in so surprising 
51 manner, escaped tijcir first danger, tliey sent to Cestius Gal- 
jiiSj and desired him to come to them immediately, and take 
pssession of their city, or else to send forces siiilicient to repress 
all their enemies' iiaurdons u))on them ; and at the last they 
did prevail with Galliis to send them a considerable army, both 
of horse and foot, which came in the nigbt-tiine, and which 
they admitted into the city. But when the coinili y round about 
it was harassed by the Uoman army, I took those soldiers 
that were about me, and came to (iaribrne, where I cast np a 
bank, a good way oil the city Sepphoiis ; and when I was at 
twenty furlong? distance, I came upon it by night, and made 
ail assault upon its walls with my forces ; and when 1 had or*> 
dertd a considerable number of my soldiers to scale them with 
ladders, I became master of the greatest part of the city. But 
soon after, our unact|iiaint<Hlness w ith the places forced us to re- 
fue, after we had killed twelve of the Homan footmen, ajid two 
1 horsemen, and a few' of the peo])le of Sep})horis, with the los« 
of only a single man of our own. And when it afterw'ard came 
to a battle in tlu.‘ plain against tlie horsemen, and wc had un- 
dergone the dangers of it couragtaaisly for a long lime, we were 
hcattn; lor upon llie liomans encompassing me about, iny sol- 
diers were aiiaid, ami fled bark. I'here fell in that battle one 
ot thosi? that had been intrusted to guard my body, his name 
^vas ^vho at this time luul the same post with the king. 

At tile same time also there came forces, both horsemen and 
footmen, Iroin the king, and Sylla their commandor, who was 
the cajiiaiii of this guaid ; this Sylla ifitcluHl his camp at five 
furlongs distance from Julias, and set a guard u}Hm the roads, 
both that wliieh K d to C’ana, and that wliicli led to the fortress 
bamiila, that he might hinder tlu ir inhabitants from getting 
I provisions ojit of Galilee. 

, soon as I liad gotten inlelligence of this, 1 sent two 

ousarul armed men, and a captain over them, whose nanu‘ was 
who raised a bank a Inriong ofl' Julias, near to the 
til'l l ^^ *^^*''*’ did no more than skirmish w ith the ciu-mv ; 
g took three thousand soldiers myself, and came to them, 
day, wlien I had laid an ambush in a certain 
Iroin the banks, I provokcil those that belonged 
Soldi ! to a battle, and gave orders to iny own 

to tiu'il their hacks upon them, until they should have 
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drawn the enemy away from their camp, and brought thein 
out into the field, which was done accordingly ; for Sylla, sun 
posing that our party diil really run away, was ready to ])urii|jy 
them, when onr sokliei s that lay in ambush took them ou 
backs, and })ut them all into great disorder. I also 
diately made a sudden turn with my own forces, and met 
of the king’s party, and j)ut them to flight. And I had 
formed great things that day, if a certain late liad not been 
my liinderance; for the horse on which 1 rode, and u])on wlio^, 
back I fought, fell into a quagmire, and threw me mi tk 
ground, and I was bruised on my wrist, and carried into - 
village named Ccj)/iarnome or Capernaum, \\'hen my s()lib\.j! 
Jieaixl of this, they were afraitl I had been worse hurt tlian ] 
was; and so lliey tlid not go on with their pursuit any liiriiar 
but returned in very great concern for mt?. I therefore sent 
for the physicians, and vvliile I was under fheir hand, J cnni- 
tinued feverish all that ilay ; and as the physicians direcieil J 
was that night removed to Taricheje. 

72. When Sylla and his party were informed wlmt ha|)))encd 
to me, they took courage again ; and iindcrstamling that the 
watch was negligently kept in our camp, they by night plnaj 
a body of horscineii in ambush beyond Jordan, and wlien it was 
day they provoked us to light; anil as we did not refuse it, but 
came into the plain, their horsemen apj)eari'd out of that ainbuJi 
in >Yhich they had lain, and put our men into disonhr, and 
made them run away; so they slew six men of our side. V-t 
did they not go off witli the vieloiy at la>l; for when ibi y lizard 
that some armed men were sailed from l ariclicm to Juliui', iliey 
were afraid, and retired. 

73. It was not now lung before Vespasian came to J'vu*, and 
king Agrippa with him ; but the Syrians began to sj/v ak ro- 
proachfully of the king, and called liim an eneujy to the Hu- 
mans. For they said, that I'hilip, the general ol his ai iny, i ad 
betrayed the royal palace, and the Homan Ibices tliat vNtiv m 
Jerusalem, and that it was done by his coiiimaud. \\ laii 
pasiaa heard of this report, he rebuked the 'l yriaiis, ior abii^iy 
a man who w as both a king, and a friend to the Uoiuaiis; but lie 
exhorted the king to *end !*liilip to Hiune, to answer lor wlait he 
had done belbie Nero. Uul, v. hen Fhilip was siait tliitlar) 1*^ 
did not Cvorne into tin: sight of Nero, for he Ibund him very iirij 
death, on accoimt of llie ‘ roubles that then happened, aiul a cm 
war; and he icturned to the king. But, when \ espasi:im'‘U> 
come to IHolcmaU, the chief men of Decapolis ol ^vria 

,a clamour against Justus of 'i’iberias, because he had 
villages on fire: so Vespasian delivered him to tlie kings 
put to death by those under the kiiig^s jurisdictioit : yet cu 
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king [only] bonds, and concealed what he had done 

iVoin Ves})asian, as I liave before related. But the people of 
gq^phoris met Vespasian, and saluted him, and liad forces sent 
him, Placidus their commander : he also went up with 

llicin, ns 1 also followed them, till Vesjiasiaii came into Galilee. 
;Vs to which coming of his, and after what manner it w^as 
ordered, and how he fought Inis first battle with me near the 
village '1 arichen?, and how I’rom thence they went to Jotapata, 
•iml liow I w'as taken alive^ and bound, and how I was after- 
ward loosed, with all lliat was done by me in the Jewish war, 
and during the siege of Jerusalem : I liave accurately related 
thom in the books concerning the War of the Jews. However, 
it will, 1 think, be fit lor me to add now an account of those 
actions of my life, whicli I liave not related in tliat book of the 
Jcwisli W ar. 

7 k For when the siege of Jotapata was over, and I was among 
the Konmiis I "as ke})t with much care, by means of tlie great 
respect that Vespasian showed me. ISIoreover, at liis command, 
liuarried a virgin,* who was from among the captives of that 
couiilry; yet did she nut live with me long, but was divorced, 
upon iny being freed from my bonds, anti my going to Alex- 
jiiidria, However, I married another wife at Alexandria, and 
was llu'iKc sent, together with Titus, to the siege of Jerusalem, 
and was tircjnently in tiaiiger of being put to death; while both 
the Jews wore very tle>iirous to get me under their power, in 
ordcc to have ino pnnishetl, and the Romans also, whenever 
they wm'e beaten, .sujiposed that it was occasioned by my 
laacln ry, and made eoatinual claiiuinrs to the emperors, and 
(Icfiretl that they would bring me to that punishment, as a 
traitor to them : but Titus Cmsar was well acfjuainted witli 
the iiiicej'taiii fortune of war, ami returned no answer to the 
Soldiers’ velieineiit solicitations against me. Moreover, when 
dtb city Jeriisaiem was taken by force, Titus Ca'sar persuaded 
tne Ircjpienily to take whatsoever I would of the ruins of my 
country; aiul said that he gave me lexive so to do. But when 
tny country w’as destroyed, I thought nothing else to be of 
I value, Inch 1 could take and keep as a comfort under 

j calamities ; so I made this request to Titus, that my family 

have their liberty : I had also the holy books f by Titus' 

of “ eriesf, honestly confeisen that ht did that at tl:e command 

law of had before lold u» wua not lawful fur a prits^t to do by the 

Aiuif|. R HI. ch. lii. sevt. 'J. I mean the lakin#? a c.i]>tive woman 
nsibh t] Appioii, H. I. ch. vii. But he seeniH to have been quickly 

■ y n»at his compliance w'iih the commands of an emi>cror would not cicuao 
f’ (K*/-* P'**" *"•“*’ *w*‘5*y» Ueland justly observes here. 

0 “ Uiu *‘v*mrkahUfclau«', and ita mt»st important consequences, tee Essay 

lestauient, page IS)3— Iu5. 
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concession. Nor was it lon^ after that I asked of him the j 
of my brother, and of fifty friends with liim, and was luit ( 
nied. When I also went once to the temple, by the pennissio^ 
of Titus, where there were a ^reat nudtitude of captive 
and children, I got all those that I remembered as amoiKr jj., 
own friends and acquaintances to be set free, being in 
about one hundred and ninety; and .so I delivered them without 
their l)aying any price of redemption, and restored them to their 
former fortune. And when I was sent by Titus C'a\sar with 
Cerealius, and a thousand horsemen, to a certain village called 
Thecoa, in order to know whether it were a place fit for a caiun 
as I came back, I saw many captives crucified, and remembered 
three of them as my former accpiaintance. I was very sorry ; 
this in my mind, and went with tears in my eyes to Titus, and 
told him of tliem ; so he immediately commanded them to ht 
taken down, and to have the greatest care taken of tlioni, in 
order to their recovery; yet two of them died under the phy. 
siciaifs hands, while the third recovered. 

T.'j. But when Titus had composed the troubles in Judea, and 
conjectured that the lands which I had in Judea would hrino me 
in no profit, because a garrison to gutird the country was after, 
ward to jiitch there, he gave me another country in the plain, 
And, when he was going away to Koine, he made choice of me 
to sail along with him, and paid me great respect : and, when 
we were come to Rome, I had great care taken of me by Ves- 
pasian ; for lie gave me an apartment in his own house, 
he livi il in before he came to the empire. He also honoured me 
with the privilege of a Roman citizen, and gave me an annual 
pension; and continued to respect me to the end of bis life, 
without any abatement of his kindness to me; which verv thing 
made me envied, and brought me into danger ; for a cTitain 
Jew whose name was Jonathan, who had raised a turnult in Cv- 
rene, and had persuaded two thousand men of that couiitiv 
join with him, was the occasion of their ruin. But, when 
bound by the governor of that country, and sent to the cniperc 
he told him, that I had sent him iKith weapons and rnone 
However, he couhl not oonceal his being a liar Iroin \ espnsia 
who condemne<i bim to die; according to which seiileiice 1 
w'as put to death. Nay, after that, when those that eiait 

my good fortune did frc>q’iif»iitly bring accusations again 

by God's proviticnce I escaped them all. I also received a) 
Vespasian no small quanlity of land, as free gift in Jutlca; ^ 
which time I divorced niv wife also, as not jl| 

behaviour,, though not till she had been Oie inollHa* o 
children, two of whicii are dead, and one, whom | 
Ifyrcanusy is alive. After this I married a wife who hail 



THE LIFE OF FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS. 


243 


Crete, but a Jew by birth: a woman she was of eminent parents, 
^(1 such aa were the most illustrious in all the country, and 
v^iose character was beyond that of most other women, as her 
future life did demonstrate. By her I hail two sons, the elder’s 
name was Justus^ and the next Simonides^ who was also named 
jftrippa. And these were the circumstances of my domestic 
‘iffuirs. However, the kindness of the emperor to me continued 
tiil the same; for when Vespasian wms dead, Titus, who suc- 
cccletl him in the government, kept up the same respect for me 
wliich I had from his father: and, when I had frequent accusa- 
tions laid against me, he would not believe them. And Domi- 
li-iii who succeeded, still aiigmenled his respects to me ; for he 
i)imi>l»cd those Jews that were my accusers, and gave command 
that a servant of mine, who was a eunuch, and my accuser, 
should be punished. He also made that country I had in Judea, 
tax-free, which is a mark of the greatest honour to him who 
hath it; nav, Homitia, the wife of Ciesar, continued to do me 
kiiulncsses.* And this is the account oi the actions of my w hole 
life: and let others judge of my character by them as they 
please. But to ihee, () Kpaphroditus !* ihrui most excellent 
of men, <lo 1 dedicate all this treatise of our Anticpiities ; and 
so, for the present, I here conclude the w hole. 


♦ Of this Kpaphroilitufi, tMc the not« on the rnfjicc to tho Anticjuitiei. 
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PREFACE. 

^ 1. *AV HERFAS tlic war which the Jews niadi* with tin 

Romans hath hc-on the greatest of all those, not only that liavi 
been in our times, but, in a manner, of thosc^ that ever were heard 
of; both of iho^e wlu n in cities have fought against cities, or 
nations againrst nations; while some men who were not conceni- 
eel in the aMairs lliemselves, have ifotlen tomaher vain ajid con- 
trailii-tviry stories by hearsay, ami have written them down after 
a sophistical manner; and while those that were there present 
have given fal>e accounts of things, and this either out of liu- 
mour of flattery to the Romans, or of hatred towards the* Jews; 
and while their writings contain sometimes accusations, aiul 
sometimes encomiums, Imt nowhere the accurate truth ol the 
tacts ; I have proposed to myself, for the sake ol such as live 
under the government of the Romans, to translate those bonks 
into the Greek tongue, which 1 furinerly composed in the laii- 

• I hnve already oliM^rvtw! i :or»* than once, that this history of the Jewish vfir 
was Josephus’ lirsl work, roifi .about A. I). 75. when he was hui 

years of a^e ; and that wh t,. it, he was n»»t thoroii^ldy acijnaiJitt^’'^ 

several ciren-ostances of I jrj fro.! the clays of AntiiK-hiis Epipliancs, withwha iit 
lK‘gin% till n«Mr his own tin 3 , cont; ine<l in the tir-l and foriiu-r p.»rt of 
IxKrk, and su c'irnmitied many untiiry errors therein. That he 'j* 

Ant<f|iiities 18 years iiftervi.ur«l, perused those most authentic histories, the lo’-'l 
of Maccabees, in the ll>ihyvarof Domiiian. A. 1). 9 J* when he was much 
completely acquatiiteri witit those ancient times, and after he bad wrote the 
of the piii-sthirotl of John Hyreanus, Ac. 'Chat accordingly he tlien rcviewe 
«perts of this Work, and gave the puhiic a more faithful, complete, and accurate at 
of the facta therein reU^ I and honestly correctetl the errors he had before ru 
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rruage of our country, and sent to the Upper Barbarians I 
J()sq)h 5 Matthias, by birth a Hebrew, a priest also, 

;iih1 ouc 'vho at first fought against tlie Romans myself, and wjis 
[breed to be present at what was done aftei wards, [am the au- 
of this work.] 

2. Now at the time when this great concussion of afKiirs hap- 
pcnetl, the affairs ot the Romans were themselves in great disorder. 
Xhosc Jews also, who were for innovations, then arose when the 
limes were disturbed; they were also in a flourishing condition 
tbr strength and riches, insomuch that the affairs of the east were 
then eNceeding tumultuous, while some hoped for gain, and 
uthcr^^ were afraid of loss in such troubles ; for the Jews hoped 
tluit all of their nation wlu) were beyond Euphrates would 
liave raised an insurrection together with them. The Gauls 
also, in the neighbourhood of the Romans, were in motion, and 
thoC'eltie were not (juiet; but all was in disorder alter the death 
of Nero. Ami the opportunity now offered induced many to aim 
at the royal ]H)wer; and the soldiery affectetl change, out of the 
lioi)c :5 of getting money. I thought it thereibre an absurd thing 
to MO the truth falsilied in affairs of such great eoiHetjuencc, 
ami to take no notice of it ; but to suffer those Greeks and Ro- 
mans tli:it were not in the wars to be ignorant ol’ these things, 
luid to lead either llatteries or lielions, while the Parthlans, 
and the iKibylonians, and the remotest Arabians, and those of 
our nation beyond laipbrates, with the Ailiabeiii, l)y my means, 
know accurately both whence the war begun, what miseries it 
brought u})on us, and aller w bat manner it (*iuled. 

3. It is true, these writers have the eonfidenee to call iheir 
tU’cuiints histories; wherein yet they si\ in to me to tail of their 
own piu’jioM*, as well as to relate nothing that is sound. For 
tlioy liave. a mind to demonstrate the great ness oi’ the Homans, 
while* they still diminish and li‘ssen the m lions of the Jews; as 
not discerning how it cannot be that tho're must aj^pear to be 
great who have only compiered those that were little. Nor are 
they ashamed to overlook the length of the war, the multitude 
^1 the Roman forces who so greatly sufferetl in it, or the might 
'd tlic comwianiUTs ; whose great labours about Jernsalem will 

deemed inglorious, if wliat they achieved be reckoned but a 
^“’*all matter. 

^ * Willi these Upper Itartirtvinns remote from ll;e sea. wore. Ji»sephus himsoli 
for j*'^*.**'^ *eet. ii, rit. 'Phe IVirihuinH aiui Rabylouiaiis, a»i<l reiooicst Aratiiaiis 
(ir \'^.* '** bisitle* the Jew-i Ik yoml Kuplua'es, am) the .\dial>eni, 

learn, tliat tin'se l*arihijins Ihil'vloni.ins, the rt.*mo(csl 
A r t)K* Jews among tlietii,] ns nl.so tt»e Jews beyond Kiiphrates 

'f j or Assyrians, iinderstixHt Jiisiphus Hcbicw, or rather Chaldaic 

"* ^ the Jewish War, Ud'orc they were put into the Greek language. 
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4. However, I will not go to the other extreme, out of opp^^ 
sition to tliose men who extol the Romans, nor will I determitj^ 
to raise the actions of my countrymen too liigh ; but I will piQ, 
secute the actions of both parties with accuracy. Yet shall 1 
suit my language to the passions I am uiuler, as to the aflliirsj 
describe, and must be allowed to indulge some lamentation 
upon the miseries undergone by my own country. For that it 
was a seditious temper of our own that destroyed it, and that 
they were the tyrants among the Jews who brought the Uoinan 
power upon us, who unwillingly attacked us, and occasioned 
the burning of our holy temple; Titus Cmsar, who destroyed it, 
is himself a witness, wlio, during the entire war, pitied the peo 
pie who were kept under by the seditious, and did often volun- 
tarily delay the taking of the city, and allowed time to the 
siege, in order to Jet the autliors iiave opportunity for repent- ^ 
aJice. But if any one makes an unjust accusation against us. 
wlien we speak so passionately about the tyrants, or the robber 
or sorely bewail the misfortunes of our country, let him indulo 
my tiffections herein, though it be contrary to the lules It 
writing history ; because it had so come to pass, tliat our eitt 
Jerusalem, had arrived at a higher degree of felicity tliiin an 
other city under the Roman government, and yet at last fe 
into the sorest of calamities again. Accordingly it appears I 
me, that * the misfortunes of all men, from the beginniiijr i 
the world, if tliey be compared to these of the Jews, are nut « 
considerable as they were; while the authors of them were ik 
foreigners neither. This makes it impossible for me to contai 
mv lamentations. But, if anv one be inflexible in his ceiisiirt 
ol me, let him attribute the facts themselves to the liistorici 
part; and the lamentations to the writer himself only. 

5. However, I may justly blame the learned men among tli 
Greeks, w ho, wlien such great actions have been done in the 
own times, which, upon the comparison, quite eclipse the ul 
wars, do yet sit as judges of those affairs, and pass bitter cei 
sures upon the labours of the best writers of anticpiity ; wliic 
moderns, although they may be buj)eri()r to the old writers i 
eloquence, yet are they infn ior to them in tlie execution of wlu 
they intended to do. W hde these also write new histories uboi 
the Assyrians anil Mede*^^ ; as if the ancient writers had not(h 
scribed tiieir aflairs as they ought to have done; although ihr^ 
be as far inferior to tin in abilities, as they arc dillcrent i 


^ 'Diaf tlu*v? of tia? Jcwi, who were our Snviour’i inurclerfr^, 

tie t!i*j |;rfaieni that tiad ever bevn wiict* i!ic iH'ginninjt of the world, our ‘ 

tlirwily forftold, MuO. xxiv. * 2 \, Mark xiii. 19. Luke 
prov«U U) be auch accordingly, Joaephut it here ft mott ftuihcntic wiincst. 
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tiicir notions froni them. For of old, every one took upon them 
to write what happened in his own time ; where their imine- 
cliute concern in tlie actions made their promises of value; and 
where It must be reproachful to write lies, when they must be 
known by the readers to be such. But then, an undertaking to 
pre^iirve llie memory of wliat hath not been before recorded, and 
to represent the aflairs of one’s own time to tliose that come af- 
terwards, is really worthy of praise and commendation. Now, 
he is to be esteemed to have taken good pains in earnest, not 
who does no more thafi change the disposition atul order of other 
nieifs works, but he w'ho not oidy relates what liad not been re- 
lated before, but composes an entire body of history of his owm ; 
accordingly, I have been at great charges, and have taken very 
^rciit pains [about tin's history,] though I be a foreigner: and do 
dedicate this work, as a memorial of great actions, botli to the 
Greeks and to the Barbarian'^. But, for some of our own prin- 
cipal men, tlieir months are wide open, and their tongues loosed 
presently, for gain and law-suits, but quite muzzled up wheii 
they are to writ<? history, wliere they mu>t speak truth and ga- 
ther tiicir together with a great deal of pains ; and so they leave 
the writing such histories to weaker people, and to such as are 
not acquainted with the actions of princes. Yet shall the real 
truth of historical facts be piadi rred by us, how ntuch soever it 
be iicgh cied among the Clro* k historitms, 

G. To wiiie concerning tlie Anticjuities of the Jews, who 
they were [originally,] and how they revolted from the Egjqi- 
tiaiis, inul wliat Ci>imlry they travelled over, and what countries 
they Si izeil upon alterward, and how they wore removed out of 
thein, I think this not to be a lit opportunity, and, on other ao 
counts, also superfluous ; and this because many Jews before me 
luive composed the histoi ic.s of our ancestors very exactly ; as 
have some of the dreeks done it also, and have translated our 
historic into their own tongue, and Itavo not inucli mistaken the 
^nith in ilu ir histories. But then, where the v l iters of these af* 
birs, mid our prophets leave oil’, thence shall I take my rise^ 
jitKl bcgui inv history. Now as to what concerns that w'ar which 
btppoiied ii/iny own time, I wdll go over it very largely, and 
,'vith all the diligence I am able ; but. for what preceded mine 
o'Nu ao^^e, thiit 1 shall run over briefly. 

^ [hor example, I shall relate,] how AntitKdms, wlio was 
aruccl Epipfya?ies, took Jerusalem by force, ami held it three 
‘^isand three months, and was then ejected out of the country 
Y*ll ^1 Asamoncus ; after Unit, how their posterity quar- 

the government, and b. ought upon their settlement 
Poiiipey ; how Herod also, the son of AtUipa- 
governincnt, and brpugiit Sosius u|x>n tliem ; 

^ 1 I 35 
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as also how our people made a sedilioii upon Herod^s dently 
while Augustus was the Roman emperor, and Qiiintilius Varu^ 
was in that country; and how the war broke out in the 
year of Nero, with what happened to Cestius ; and what places 
the Jews assaulted in a hostile manner in tlic first sallies of the 
war. 

8. As also, [I shall relate] how' they built walls about tlie 
neighbouring cities ; and how Nero, upon Cestius* defeat, was 
in fear of the entire event of the war, and thereupon made Vos- 
pasian general in this war ; and how this Vespasian, with the 
* elder of his sons, made an expedition into the country of Judea* 
what was the number of the Roman army, that he made use of* 
and how many of his auxiliaries were cut oflin all Galilee; and 
how he took some of its cities entij ely, and by force, and others 
of them by treaty, and on terms. Now, w hen I come so far 
I shall describe tJie good order of the Romans in war, and the 
discipline of their legions ; the arnplilude of both the Galilces, 
with its nature, and llie limits of Judea. And, besides tlii>, I 
shall particularly go over wliat is peculiar to the country, the 
lakes and fountains that are in them, and what miseries happen- 
ed to every city as they were taken, and all this with accuracy as 
1 saw' tlie things done, or sulleied in tliem. For I shall not 
conceal any of the calamities 1 myself endured, since I shall 
relate them to such as know the truth of them. 

9. After this, [I shall relate] how, when the Jews^ affairs 
were become very bad, Nero died, and Vespasian, when he was 
going to attack Jerusalem, was called back to take the govern- 
ment upon him ; wliat signs happened to him relating to bis 
gaining that government, and w hat mutations of governinent then 
happened at Rome, and how’ he was unwillingly made emperor 
by his soldiers, and how , upon his departure* to Fgypt, to take 
upon him the governinent of the empire, the aflhirs of the Jews 
became very tumullnous ; as also how the tyrants rose uj> against 
them, and tell into dissensions amongst themselves. 

10. IMoreov( r, [I shall relate] how Titus marched out of 
Egypt into Judea tin* sccr>nd lime; as also how, and where, and 
how' many forces lie together, and in whal stale the city was, 
by the means of the -'aiiiions, at his coming; what atUck^ 
made, ami h ;w' u:ur \ r.';?*:j);u ts he cast up: of the three walls t ia^ 
encompassed the city, and of their measures; of tlie strengtu^ j 
the city, and the slructme of the temple, and holy 

liesides the measures of tiiose cdi/iccs, and of the altar, afi » 
accurately determined. A description also of certiiin ot ^ 


Ticiift. 
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festivals, and • seven purifications of purity, and the sacred 
[ninistralions of the priests, with the garments of the priests, 
find of the high priests ; and of the nature of the most holy place 
of the temple without concealing any thing, or adding anything 
to the known truth of things. 

11. After this, I shall relate the barbarity of the tyrants to- 
wards the people of their own nation, as well as the indulgence 
of the Homans in sparing foreigners; and how often Titus, out 
of his desire to preserve the city and the temple, invited the se- 
ditious to come to terms of accommodation. I shall also distin- 
iruish the sufferings of the people, and their calamities ; how 
lar they were afflicted by the sedition, and how far by the fa- 
mine, and at lengtfi were taken. Nor shall omit to mention the 
misfortunes of the deserters, nor the punishments inflicted on 
the captives : as jdso how the temple was burnt, against the 
consent of Cmsar, and how many sacred things that had been 
laid lip in the temple, were snatched out of the fire; and the de- 
stmclion also of the entire city, with the signs and wonders that 
went before it; and the taking the tyrants captives, and the 
miiltitiulc of those that were made slaves, and into what differ- 
ent luisfortunes they were every one distributed. Moreover, 
what the Romans did to the remains of the war ; and how they 
(leinolislucl the strong holds that were in the country ; and how 
Titus wenl over the whole country, and settled its aflairs; to- 
gether wiili his return into Italy, and his triumph. 

VL I have comprehended all these things in seven books; and 
have left no occasion for complaint or accusation to such as have 
been accjnainteil with lljis war; and I have written it down for 
the sake nf those that love truth, but not for those that please 
themselves [with fictitious relations.] And I will begin my ac* 
count of these things, with what 1 call my First Chapter, 


• Thfsc seven, or rather fi%e, <!cgroca of purity or purification, are enumerated here* 
after, li, V. ch. v. wet, 6. The rabbma make ten degrees of them, as Ueland there 
infoiius us. 
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BOOK I. 

CON'rAIVlNG THE INTERVAL OF ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-sEvf.is 

YEARS. 

['FR03I THE TAKING OF JERUSALEM BY ANTIOCHUS KPI- 
PHAXES, TO THE DEATH OF HEROD THE GREAT.] 


CHAP. I. 

IIoxv the city Jerusalem *xas taken^ and the temple pUhe^cil [hjj 
Antiochus Epiphancs.'} As also coyicerning the actions of the 
JMaccabccs, Matthias^ and Judas ; and concerning the death of 
Judas* 

§ 1. /Vt the same time that Antiochus, who is called Kpi- 

phanes, had a (|iiariel with the .>ixlh Ptolemy ahoni his iiLrlitl 
tlic wliolo country of Syria, a groat sedition loll among tin* men 
of power in Jutiea, and they had a contention about obtaining 
the government; wliile each those that were of dignity could 
not endure to be subject ft) their e(|ual .. 1 lowever, Oiiias, one 

of the high pric'.t^, got the better, and cast the sons of 'I'ubias 
out of llie city; wiio fhal to Antiochus, and besought him to make 
use oi thein for his leaders, and to make* an exptalition into Ju- 
dea. '1 he king being lh<n*eto disposed beforehand, complied with 
them, and came upon the Jews with a great army, and took their 
city by force, and slew a great multitude of those that lavoiircd 
I^olemy, and sent out h\> soldiers to plunder them without mer- 
cy. He also spoiled the temple, and put a stop to the coiistiint 
practice of olVeiiiig a daily sacrifice oi' exj)iation for tluve years 
and six months. But Onias, the high priest, fled to Ptokiny, 
and received a place from him in Nunuis t)f Heliopolis, ^vhere 
he built a city reseml>!ing Jerusalem, and a tem|)le that was 
like * its tt'inj)]e; coiuerning which we shall speak more in its 
proper })lace. liereafKU’. 

3. Now Antiochus was not satisfied either >vith his unexpect- 
ed taking the city, < r with its pillage, or with the great slaiigh- 
ler he had made there; but being overcome with his violent jns 
sions, and reincnibciing v/hat lie had sufiered during the siege, 

* I hw* little difference in the M ver^l BCcounU in JoHCphuH ahont tlie jj 
temple Onuin» of wt,ith lirgt mmplaims are made by his comiiu" t;itors ^ 
fteeins, l.t^ped lu have it made very like that at Jerusalem, (luiuffla 

sion . i and so he appears to hove really done, far as he was al>h’ «n( 

|ier. Of Oil* temple, v-e Aiiiii]. B. XIII. c.'iap. iii. *«<•(. I, 1^. 

Boijk VII. ch. la sect, a. 
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,e compelled the Jews to dissolve the laws of their country, and 
0 keep their infants iiiicircu incised, and to sacrifice swine’s flesli 
ipoii the altar; against which they all opposed themselves, and 
he most approved among them v^erc put to death. Bacchides 
ilso, 'vho was sent to kee|> the fortresse.s, liaving these wicked 
oiiimaTuls, joined to his own natural barl)arity, indulged all sorts 
extremest wickedness, and tormented the worthiest of the 
inhiibitants, man by man, and threatened the city every day with 
open de.stniction ; till at length he provoked the poor sufferers, 
by the extremity of his wicked doings, to avenge themselves. 

'3. Accordingly, Matthias, the son of Asamoneiis, oi)/, of the 
iniests who lived in a village called Modin, armed him^lf, toge- 
ther with Ills own family, which had five sons of his in it, and 
slew Bacchides with dagger.s; and thereupon, out of the fear of 
the iniiny garrisons [of the enemy,] he fled to tlie nuuintaius, 
and r>o inany of the people followed him, that he was encourag- 
ed to come down from the mountains, and to give battle to Aiui- 
ochiis’ generals, when he beat them, and tlrove them out of Ju- 
dea. So he came to tlio government by this his success, and 
became die prince of liis own people by their own free consent, 
and then died, leaving the government to Judas, Iti** eldest son. 

4.. Now Judas, supposing that AiUiocluis would not lie still, 
gathered an army out of his own counirvinen, and was the first 
that made a league of iVioiuKhij) with the Uomans. and drove 
Epiphnne'' out of the country when he had made a second expe- 
dition into it, and this by giving him a great defeat there; and 
when he was wanned by this great success, he naule an assault 
upon the garrison tliat was in the city, for it hatl not been cut <TfF 
lihluM to; so lie ( jocted them out of the lJpjH*r C ity, and drove 
the soldiers into the Lower, which part of the city was called the 
Citadel, lie then got the temple uiuler his power, and cleansed 
the whole ])lace, and walletl it rcMind about, and made new ves- 
sels ior sacred ministrations, and brought them into the temjile, 
because the former vessels had Imen profaned. He also built 
iinoiher altar, and began to offer the sacrifices ; aiul w hen the 
city had already received its saend ctmstilution again, Antioch- 
usdied; whose son Aniioilms Miccetxled him in the kingdom, 
in his hatred to the Jews also. 

.'J. So this Antiochus got together fifty thousand fo<nmcn, and 
hvt" ihousaiul horsemen^ and fourscore elephants, and m:irc):ed 
; through Judea into the mountainous parts. He then took Bcth- 
which was a small city; but at a place cailcil Belhzacha- 
: where the passage was narro .v, Judas met him w ith his army* 

owever, before the forces joined battle, Judas* brother Elea- 
^ecin^ the very highest of the elephants adorned with a large 
and with military trappings of gold to guard him, and sup- 
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posing that Antiochus himself was upon him, he ran a gre^ 
way before his own army, and cutting his way through the er,e. 
mies' troops he got up to the elephant ; yet could not reach 
who seemed to be the king, by reason of his being so high; but 
still he ran his weapon into the belly of the beast, and broiig^j 
him down upon himself^ and was crushed to death, having done 
no more than attempted great things, and showed that he pre, 
ferred glory before life. Now he that governed tlie elephant was 
but a private man, and had he proved to bo Antiochus, Eleazer 
had perfonned nothing more by this bold stroke than that it 
might appear he chose to die, when he had the bare hope of 
thereby doing a glorious action ; nay, this disappointment prov, 
ed an omen to his brother [Judas} how the entire battle would 
end. It is true that the Jews fought it out bravely Ibr a loiur 
time, but the king’s forces being superior in number, and having 
fortune on their side, obtained the victory. And wlien a great 
many of his men were slain, Judas took the rest with him, and 
fled to tile toparchy of Gophra. So Antiochus went to Jcu iisa- 
lem, and staid there but a few* days, for he wanted provisions 
and so he went his way. He left indeed a garrison behind him, 
such as he thought sufficient to keep the place, but drew the rest 
of his army off, to take their w inter (punters in Syria. 

6. Now, after the king w'iis departed, Judas was not idle; for 
as many of his own nation came to him, so did he gather those 
that had escaped out of the battle together, and gave battle again 
to Antiochus’ generals at a village called Adasa ; and being too 
hard for his enemies in the battle, and killing a great number 
of tliem, lie was at last himself slain also. Nor w as it many days 
afterw'ard that his brother John had a plot laid against him by 
Antiochus’ party, and was slain by them. 


CHAP. II. 


Coticerniiig the successors of Judasy who wei'c Jonathan and 
Simeoriy arid John Htp eanus. 

« 1. w HEN Jonathan, who was Judas* brotlier, succeeded 
him, he behaved himself witli great circumspection in other re- 
spects, with relation to l)is own people; and he corroborated 
his authority by preserving his friendship with the Itoniaiis. He 
also made a league with Antiochus the son. Yet was not all 
this sufficient for his security ; for the tyrant Trypho, who was 
guardian to Antiochus’ son, laid a plot against liim ; and, be- 
sides that, endeavoured to take off’ his friends, and caught Jona- 
than by a wile, as he was going to Ptolernais to Antioriius, with 
a few persons in his company, and put them in bonds, and 
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then made an expedition against the Jews ; but when he was af- 
terward driven away by Simeon, who was Jonathan’s brother, 
fintl was enraged at his defeat, he put Jonathan to death. 

However, Simeon managed the public affairs after a cou- 
jageous manner, and took Gazara, and Joppa, and Jamina, which 
>vere cities in the neighbourhood. He also got the garrison un- 
der, and demolislied the citadel. He was afterward an auxiliary 
to Antioch us, against T. rypho, whom he besieged in Dora, before 
he went on his expedition against the Modes ; yet could not he 
make the king ashamed of his ambition, though he had assisted 
him in killing Trypho ; for it was not long ere Antiochus sent 
Cendcbcus his general with an army to lay waste Judea, and to 
subdue Simeon; yet he, though he were now in years, conduct- 
ed the war, as if he were a much younger man. tie also sent his 
sons with a band of strong men against Antiochus, wiiile he took 
part of the army himself with him, and fell upon him from ano- 
ther (juarter : he also laid a great many men in ambush in many 
places of the mountains, and was superior in all his attacks upon 
them, and when he had been conqueror after so glorious a man- 
ner, lie was high priest, and also freed the Jews from the domin- 
ion of the Macedonians, after a hundred and seventy years of 
the empire of [Seleiicus.] 

3. This Simeon also had a plot laid against him, and was slain 
at a feast by his son-in-law Ptolemy, who put his wile and two 
sons into prison, and sent some persons to kill John, wlio was also 
* called IlyrcaiiuSn But when the young man was informed 
of their coming beforehand, he made haste to get to the city, as 
having a very great confidence in the pco|)le there, both on ac- 
count of the memory of the glorious actions of his father, and 
ol tin* hatred they could not but bear to the injustice of Ptolemy. 
Piolemy also made an attempt to get into the city by another 
gate; hut was repelled by the people, who had just then admit- 
ted Ilyrcanus; so he retired presently to one of the fortresses 
that were about Jericho, which was called Dagon. Now, when 
Hyrcaiuis had received the high priesthood, which his father 
had ludd l)efore, and had offered sacrifice to God, he made 
great haste to attack Ptolemy, that he might afford relief to his 
I'wothcr and brethren. 


n’l this' John, the son of Simeon, the high priest and goTcmor of the Jews, was 
..led Hyrennus, Jose])hus nowhere inform* us; nor is he called other Umn 

^ of the first book of the Maciaboe^. However, Sixtus Senensis, when he 
fpitome ot the Greek vers.oii of the book here abridged by Josephus, or 
Hyreanus thtn extant, assures us that he was called 
2' P ! "** of that name. Sec Authent Rcc. Part I. p, 

of this younger Antiochus, sec Dean Aldrich*s note here. 
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4. So he laid siege to the fortress, nnd was superior to Ptolem 
in other respects, but was overcome by liiin as to tJie just af^ 
fection [he had for his relations;] lor when Ptolemy was dC 
tressed he brought forth his mother, and his brethren, and set 
them upon the wall, and beat them with rods in every body’s 
sight, and threatened, that unless he would go away immediate- 
ly he would throw them down headlong ; at which sight Hyi, 
canus’ commiseration and conccni were too hard for liis anger 
But his mother was not dismayed, neither at the stripes she re- 
ceived, norat the death with whtch she was threatened; but 
stretched out her hands, and })rayed her son not to be moved with 
the injuries that she had sudered to spare the wretch ; since it 
was to her better to die by the means of Ptolemy than to live 
ever so long, provided he might be punished for the injuries he 
had done to their family. Now John’s case was this ; when he 
considered the courage of his mother, and heard her entreaty, 
lie set about his attacks ; but when he saw her beaten, and torn 
to pieces with the stripes, hegrewfeeWe, and was entirely over- 
come by his atrections. And as the siege was delayed by this 
meims, the year of rest came on, upon whicli the Jews rest everv 
seventli year as they do on every seventh day. On this year, 
therefore, Ptolemy was freed from being besieged and slew the 
brethren of John, with their mother, and fled to Zeno, w ho was 
also calle<i Co/ijlas^ wlio was the tyrant of Philadelphia, 

5. And now Antiochus was so angry at what he had siiffered 
from Simeon, that he made an expedition into Judea, and sat 
down before Jerusalem, and besieged llyrcainis; but Hyreanus 
opened the se[)ulehre of David, who was the richest of all kings, 
and took thence about three thousand talents in money, and in- 
duced Antiochus, by the promise of three thousand talents, to 
raise the siege. Moreover, he was the first of the Jews that had 
money enough, and began to hire foreign auxiliaries also. 

6. However at another time, when Antiochus was gone upon 
an expedition against tlie Modes, and so gave Ilyrcanus an op- 
portunity of being revenged upon him, he immediately made 
an attack upon the cities of Syria, as thinking, what proved to 
be the case w ith them, that tliey w ould find them empty of good 
troops. So he took Mcdeba and Samea, w ith the towns in tbeir 
neighbourhood, as also Sechem and Gerizzim ; and besides these 
[he subdued] the nation of tlie Chutheans, who dwelt round about 
that temple wdiich was built in imitation of the temple at Jeru- 
salem ; he also took a great inaj;y other cities of Idumea, with 
Adoraon and Marissa. 

7. He also jirocceded as far as Samaria, where is now the 
city Sebaste, wrhich was built by Herod the king, and encom- 
passed it all round with a w^all, and set his sons Aristobulus ant 
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ti(fonusj over the siege ; vrho pushed it on SO hard, that a fa- 
tar prevailed within the city, that they were forced to 
!!jt wbat never was esteemed food. They also invited Anti- 
xlius, called Cyziceniis^ to come to their assistance ; 

ivliereupon he got ready, and complied with their invitation, 
[)utwas beaten by Aristobulus and Antigonus; and indeed he 
was pursued as far as Scythopolis by these brethren, and fled 
(iway troin them. So they returned back to Samaria, and shut 
llie multitude again within the wall ; and when they had taken 
the city, they demolished it, and made slaves of its inhabitants. 
\n(l, as they had still great success in their undertaking.s, they 
jid not siifler their zeal to cool, but marched with an army as far 
jjg <^cythopolis, and made an incursion upon it, and laid waste 
all the country that lay within Mount Carmel. 

8. But then, these successes of John and of his sons made them 
be envied, and occasioned a sedition in the country, and many 
there were who got together, and would not be at rest till they 
broke out into open war, in which war they were beaten. So 
John lived the rest of his life very happily, and administered the 
(Tovernnient after a most extraordinary manner, and this for thir- 
ty-three entire years together. He died, leaving five sons be- 
hind him. He was certainly a very happy man, and afforded no 
occasion to have any complaint made of fortune on his account. 
He it was who alone had three of the most desirable things in 
the world, the government of his nation, and the high priest- 
j hood, and the gift of prophecy. For the Deity conversed with 
lim, and he was not ignorant of any thing that was to come 
ilterward ; insomuch, that he Ibrcsaw and foretold that his two 
Mest sons would not continue masters of the government ; and 
it will higlily deserve our narration, to describe their catas- 
trophe, anti how far inferior these men were to their father in 
lelicity. 


CHAP. III. 


fc Aristobulus *was the Jirst that 'put a diadem about his head^ 
and after he had put his mother and brother to deaths died him-- 
st//i lichen he had reigned no more than a year. 


i h OK after the death of their father, the elder of them, 
Aristobulus, cl^tuiged the government into a kingdom, and was 
the first that put a diadem upon his head, four hundred seventy 
Jtitl one years and three months, after our people came down 
this country ; Avhen they were set free from the Babylonian 
savery. Now, of his brethren, he appeared to have an affcc- 
twi jor Antigonus, wlio was next tc him, and made him his 
but Ibr the rest, he bound them, and i)ut them in prison. 

KK 37 
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He also put his mother in bonds, for her contesting the govern 
ment with liim; for John had left lier to be the governess oj 
public affairs. He also proceeded to that degree of barbarity g. 
to cause her to be pined to death in prison. 

2. But vengeance circumvented him in the affair of his brotlie 
Antigoiuis, whom he loved, and whom he made his 
ner in the kingdom; for he slew him by the means of the calum 
nies which ill men about the palace contrived against him, 
first, indeed, Aristobiilus would not believe their reports, 

out of the affection he had for his brother, and partly because 
he thought tliat a great part of these tales were owing to the 
envy of their relaters ; however, as Antigoiuis came once in d 
splendid manner from the army to that festival, wherein om 
ancient custom is to make tabernacles for God, it happenctl, in 
tliosc days, that Aristobiilus was sick, and that, at the coiicIin 
sion of the feast, Antigonus came up to it, with his armed men 
about him ; and this, when he was adorned in the finest manner 
possible, and that, in a great measure, to pray to God on the 
behalf of his brother. Now, at this very time it was, that these 
ill men came to the king, anil told him in what a poin})oiis man- 
ner the armed men came, and with what insolence Antigoiuis 
marched, and that such his insolence was too great for a private 
person, and that accordingly he was come witli a groat band ol 
men to kill him ; for that lie could not endure this bare enjoy- 
ment of royal honour, when it was in liis power to take the 
kingdom Jiiinself. 

3. Now Aristobiilus, by degrees, and unwillingly, gave credit 
to tliese accusations ; and accordingly he took care not to discov- 
er his suspicion ojmnly, though lie provided to be secure against 
any accidents : so he placed the guards of his body in a ccrlaiii 
dark subterranean passage : for he lay sick in a place called lor- 
merly the Citadel, though afterwards its name was changed to 
Antonia; and he gave orders, that if Antigonus came unarmed, 
they should let him alone; but if he came to him in Ids armour, 
they should kill liiin. He also sent some to let Idin know bclorc- 
hand, that he should come unarmeil. But, upon this occasion, 
the queen very cunningly contrived the matter with those that 
\)lotted his ruin, for she persuaded those that were sent, to con- 
ceal the king’s message; but to tell Antigonus how his brothci 
had heard he had got a very fine suit of armour nuule with 
martial ornaments, in Galilee; and liecaiise his present sickness 
hindered him Irom cocking and seeing all that finery, he vorj 
much desired to sec him now in his armour; because, saiclh^j 

a little time thou art going away from me. 

4. As soon as Antigonus heard this, the good temper of 
brother not allowing him to suspect any harm from hiiUi he can^ 
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long with his armour on, to show it to his brother ; but when 
,e was going along that dark passage, which was called Strato’s 
foNver, he was slain by the body guards, and became an eminent 
[istaiice how calumny destroys all good-will and natural afFec- 
ioii, and how none of our good affections are strong enough to 
csist envy perpetually. 

5 , Ancl truly any one would be sui*prised at Judas upon this 
)ccasion. He was of the sect of the Essenes, and had never failed 
)i’ deceived men in his predictions before. Now, this man saw 
iVntigonus as he was passing along by the temple, and cried out 
0 bis acquaintance, (they were not a few who attended upon 
lijin as his scholars,) O strange ! said he, it is good for me to 
:( j[e now, since truth is dead before me, and somewhat that I 
itliavc foretold hath proved false; for this Antigonus is this day 
“alive, who ought to have died this day; and the place where 
“ he ought to be slain, according to that fatal decree, was Strato^s 
» Tower, which is at the distance of six hundred furlongs from 

this place ; and yet four hours of this day are over dready, 
^vllich point of lime renders the prediction impossible to be 
“liiUilled.” And, when the old man had said this, he was de- 
jected in his mind, and so continued. But, in a little time, news 
came, that Antigonus was slain in a subterraneous place, which 
was itself also called Strato’s Tower, by the same name with 
that of Cesarea which lay by the seaside, and this ambiguity it 
was which caused the prophet’s disorder. 

6. Hereupon Aristobulus repented of the great crime he had 
bem guilty of, and this gave occasion to the increase of his dis- 
temper. Tie also grew worse and worse, and liis soul was con- 
sitanlly disturbed at the thoughts of what he had done, till his 
very bowels being torn to pieces by the intolerable grief he was 
under, he threw up a great quantity of bhiod. And, as one ot 
those servants that attended him carried out tliat blood, he, by 
some supernatural providence, slipped and fell down in the very 
place where Antigonus had been slain; and so he spilt some of 
the murderer’s blood upon the spots of the blood of him that had 
3eeii nuirdered, which still appeared. Hereupon a lamentable 
^ry arose among the sjicctators, as if the servant bad spilled the 
blood on purpose in that j)lacc ; and as the king heard the cry, 
lie iiKjuired what was tlic cause of it? and while nobody durst 
tdl him, he pressed them so much tlic more to let liiin know 
''Imt was tlufc matter; so, at length, wlien he had throateiicJ 
them, and forced them to speak out, they told ; whereupon he 
hurst into tears, and groaned, and said, ‘‘ ISo I j)erceive 1 am not 
“like to escape the all-seeing eye of God, as to tlic great crimes 
‘ I luive committed; but the vengeance of the blood of my kins- 

maii pursues me hastily. O thou most impudent body ! bow 
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“ long wilt thou retain a soul that ought to die on account of th 
** punishment it ought to suffer for a motlier and a brother slai^ 
how long shall 1 myself spend my blood drop by drop ? ], 
them take it all at once ; and let their ghosts no longer be dj, 
appointed by a few parcels of my bowels offered to them 
As soon as he had said these words, he presently died, wlicu li 
had reigned no longer than a year. 

CHAP. IV. 

Wfiat actions KK>ere done hy Alexander JannetiSy •who reigned 
twenty-seven years. 

§ 1. And now the king’s wife loosed the king’s brethrer 

and made Alexander king, who appeared both elder in age, an 
more moderate in his temper than the rest ; who, when lie cam 
to the government, slew one of his brethren, as affecting to go 
vern himself; but had the other of them in great esteem, aslovin 
a quiet life, without meddling with public affairs. 

2. Now it happened, that there w as a battle between him am 
Ptolemy, who wiis called Lathyrus, who had taken the city Aso 
chis. He indeed slew a great many of his enemies, but the vie 
tory rather inclined to Ptolemy. But, when tins Ptolemy wa 
pursued by his mother Cleopatra, and retired into Kgypt, Alex 
ander besieged Gadara, and took it; as also he did Amatluis 
which was the strongest of all the fortresses that were abou 
Jordan, and therein were the most precious of all the posses 
sions of Theodorus, the son of Zeno. Whereuj)on Theocloru 
marched against him, and took what belonged to hiiiiself a 
well as the king’s baggage, and slew ten thousand of the Jc\vj>. i 
However, Alexander recovered this blow, and turned his force 
towards the maritime parts, luid took Raphia and Gaza, with 
Anthedon also, which was afterwards called Agrippias by king 
Herod. 

3. But when he had made slaves of the citizens of all these ci- 
ties, tlie nation of the Jews made an insurrection against him at 
a festival ; for at tliose feasts seditions are generally begun, ami it 
looked as if he should not be able to escape the plot they had kul 
for him, had not his foreign auxiliaries, the Pisidiaiis and Cici- 
lians assisted liim : for, as to the Syrians, he never admitted them 
among his inei cenary troops, on account of their innate enmity 
against the Jew ish naiioii. And when he had slain more than sh 
thousand of the rebels, he made an incursion into Arabia, mm 
when he liad taken that country, together with tlic Gileadites 
and Moabites, he enjoined them to pay him tribute, and retuni- 
ed to Amathus ; and, as Theodorus was surprised at his great 
success, he took the fortress, and demolished it. 
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4. However, when he fought with Obodus, king of the Ara- 
biaiisJj who laid an ambush for him near Golan, and a plot 
jj^ainst him, he lost his entire army, which was crowded together 
in a deep valley, and broken to pieces by the multitudes of camels. 

when he had made his escape to Jerusalem, he provoked the 
multitude, whicli hated him before, to make an insurrection 
ji(rainst him, and this on account of the greatness of the calamity 
tluit he was under. However, he was then too hard for them, 
aiid iu the several battles that were fought on both sides, he slew 
not fewer than fifty thousand of the Jews, in die interval of six 
years. Yet had he no reason to rejoice in these victories, since 
he did but consume his own kingdom ; till at length he fell off 
f](rhting, and endeavoured to come to a composition with them, 
l)y talking with his subjects. But this mutability and irregula- 
jily of his conduct made them hate him still more. And, when 
he asked them why they so hated him ; and what he should do 
in order to appease them ? they said, by killing himself ; for 
that it would be then all they could do to be reconciled to him, 
;vlio had done such tragical things to them, even when he was 
dead. At the same time they invited Demetrius, who w'as call- 
ed Euccriis, to assist them ; and, as he readily complied with 
their request in hopes of gretit advantages, and came with his ar- 
my, the Jews joined with those their auxiliaries about Shechem. 

5 . Yet did Alexander meet with these forces with one thousand 
liorscnien, and eight thousand mercenaries that were on foot. He 
had also with him that part of the Jews which favoured him, to 
the number of ten thousand ; while the adverse party had three 
thousand horsemen, and fourteen thousand lootmcn. Now, 
before tlicy joined battle, the kings made proclamation, and 
endeavoiircil to draw off each otlier’s soldiers, and make them 
revolt: while Demetrius hoped to induce Alexander’s merce- 
naries lo leave him, and Alexander hoped to induce the Jews 
that were with Demetrius to leave him. But, since neither the 
Jews would leave off their rage, nor the Greeks prove unfaith- 
ful, they came to an engagement, aiul to a close fight with theii 
weapons. In which battle Demetrius was the conqueror, al- 
though Alexander’s mercenaries showed the greatest exploits, 
both in soul and body. Y"et did the upshot of this battle prove 
different from what w^as expected, as to both of them ; for 
neither did those that invited Deinetrius to come to them con- 
tinue firm him, though he were conqueror ; and six thousand 
Jews, out of pity to the change of Alexander’s condition ; w hen 
lie was fled to tlie mountains, came over to him. Yet could 
not Deinetrius bear this turn of affairs, but supposing that 
Alexander was already become a match for him again, and that 
nil the nation would [at lengthQ^-^^iA^ he left the country, 
niul went his way. 
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6. However, the rest of the [Jewish] multitude did not 1^^ 
aside their quarrels with him, when the [foreign] auxiliaries wen 
gone ; but they had a perpetual war with Alexander, until ]^^ 
had slain tlie greatest part of them, and driven the rest into th( 
city Bemeselis ; and when he had demolished that city, he caniec 
tlie captives to Jerusalem. Nay, his rage was grown so extra, 
vagant, that his barbarity proceeded to the degree of impiety 
for, when he had ordered eight hundred to be hung upon crossc' 
in the midst of the city, he had the throats of their wives nne 
children cut beibre their eyes ; and these executions he saw as Ik 
w^as drinking and lying down with his concubines. Upon v.iiid 
so deep a surprise seized on the people, that eight thousancl (4‘ 
opposers fled away the veiy next night, out of all Judea, whost 
flight was only terniinatetl by Alexander’s death : so at last 
though not till late, and with great difliculty, he, by such actions! 
procured quiet to his kingdom, and left off fighting any more. 

7. Yet did that Antiochus, who was also called Dionysus, be- 
come an origin of troubles again. This man was the brotlin 
of Demetrius, and the * last of tlie race of the Seleiicidm. Alex- 
ander was afraid of him, when he w'as marching against tlm Am- 
bians; so he cut a deep trench between Antipntris, wliicli \viif 
near tlic mountains, and the shores of Joppa ; be also cM ccted i 
high wall before the trench, and built wooden towers, in crdei 
to hinder any sudden approaches. But still he was not able ic 
exclude Antiochus, for he burnt tlie towers and filled up th( 
trenches, and marched on with his army. And as he looked ii])()i; 
taking his revenge on Alexander, lor endeavouring to stop bim, 
as a thing of less consequence, he marched directly agaiust the 
Arabians, whose king retired into such parts of the country ns 
w'ere fittest for engaging the enemy, ami then on the snddon 
made his horse turn hack, which were in nuinhcr ten thoiisaiid, 
and fell upon Antiochus’ army, wliile they were in disorder, 
and a terrible battle ensued. Antiochus’ troojis, so long ns 
he was alive, foiiglit it out, .although a iniglity slaughter Avns 
made among tlicni by the Arabians; hut when lie fell, lor he 
was in the iiirc-front, in the uliuost danger in rallying his troops, 
they all gave ground, aiul the greatest part of his army were 
destroyed, either in tlic action or the flight; and i’or the rest, 
who fled to the village of Car.a, it iKqipenetl that they were all 
consumed liy want ot’ oe(:(*ssaries, a Itwv only excepted. 

8. Al>out this time it as that the people of Dumascus, out of 

• Joscpliuf^ here calls this Antiochus tlx, last of the Selcucidae, although there re- 
maincKl still a shadow of aiuKinr ki:tg of that family, Antiochus Asiaticus ; or Com- 
xaagiiiiis, who reigned, or rath.r I.iy hid, till Toinpey quite turned him out, as 
Pean Aldrich here notes, from Apioii and Justin. 
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ilieir hatred to Ptolemy, the son of Menneus invited Aretas [to 
take the government,] ami made him king of Celosyria. This 
plan also made an expedition against Judea, and beat Alexander 
ill battle ; but alterwards retired by mutual agreement. But 
Alexander, when he had taken Pella, marched to Gcrasa again, 
out of the covetous desire lie had of Theodorus' possessions ; 
•iiul when he liad built a triple wall about the garrison, he took 
the place by force. He also demolished Golan, and Seleucia, 
micl what was called The Valley of Antiochus ; besides which, he 
took the strong fortress of Gamala, and stripped Demetrius, 
ivlio was governor therein, of what he had, on account of the 
many crimes laid to liis charge, and then returned into Judea, 
at’tcr he had been three whole years in this expedition. And 
jiow he was kindly received of the nation, because of the good 
success he had. 8o, wdieii he was at rest from war, he fell into 
a distemper ; for he was alllicted \vith a quartan ague, and sup- 
posed that by exercising himself again in martial aflhirs, he 
should get rid of this distemper ; but, by making such expedi- 
tions at unseasonable times, and tbreing his body to undergo 
<rreater hardships tluui it was able to bear, he brought hjpuself 
to his end. He died, therefore, in the midst of his troubles, 
after he had reigned seven and twenty years. 

CHAP. V. 

Alexandra reigns nine ycars^ during xvhich time the Pharisees 
li'cre the real rulers of the nation. 

f 1. jS ow Alexander left the kingdom to Alexandra his wife, 
iirid (Icjicnded upon it, that the Jew's would now very readily 
bubinit to her, because she had been very averse to such cruelty 
iblic had treated them with, and had op})osed his violation of 
iheir laws, and liad thereby got the good-w ill ol the people. Nor 
Has lie mistaken as to his expectations \ for this woman kept the 
duininion, by the opinion that the j)eople had of her J)icty; 
ior she eliielly studied tlie ancient customs of her country, and 
cast those men out of tlie government that olVended against 
tlioir holy laws. And, as slie had two sons by Alexander, she 
i^uido llyrcunus the elder high j)riest ; on account ot his age, 
also, on account of his inactive temper, which no way 
(lisposed him to disturb the public. But she retained the 
younger Aristobulus with her, as a private person, by reason of 
tile warmth of his temper. 

And now' the Pharisees joined themselves to her, to assist 
kor in the government. These are a certain sect ol the Jews 
tkiit appear more religious than others, and seem to interpret the 
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laws more accurately. Now, Alexandra hearkened to them t 
an extraordinary degree, as being herself a woman of great piet 
towards God. But these Pharisees artfully insinuated their 
selves into her favour by little and little, and became thetnselve 
the real administrators of the public affairs: they banished an 
reiluced whom they pleased; they bound and loosed [men] f 
their pleasure, aiul, to say all at once, they had the enjoj 
ment cf the royal authority, whilst the expenses and the diffiejij 
ties of it belonged to Alexandra. She was a sagacious woman i 
the management of great affairs, and intent always upon gather 
ing soldiers together ; so that she increased the army the on 
half, and procured a great body of foreign troops, till her ow] 
nation became not only very powerful at home, but terrible alsi 
to foreign potentates, while she governed other people, and tlii 
Pharisees governed her. 

3. Accordingly they themselves slew Diogenes, a person a 
figure, and one that had been a friend to Alexander : and acciisec 
him as having assisted the king with his advice, for crucifying 
the eight hundred men [before mentioned.] They also prc 
vailed with Alexandra to put to death the rest of those who luu 
irritated him against them. Now, she was so superstitious as t( 
comply with their desires, and accordingly they slew whoii 
they pleased themselves; but the principal of those that were ii 
danger fled to Aristobnlus, who persuaded his mother to span 
the men on account of their dignity, but to expel them out o 
the city, unless she took them to be innocent ; so they wen 
suffered to go iinjmnislied, and were tlisperseil all over the coun- 
try. But, when Alexandra sent out her army to Daiua.snis, 
under pretence that Ptolemy was always oppressing that city 
she got possession of it ; nor did it make any considerable re- 
sistance. She also prevailed with Ti^ranes, king of Armenia, 
who lay with his troops about Ptoleniais, and besieged J Cleopa- 
tra, by agreements and )>resents, to go away. Accordingly Ti- 
granes soon arose from the siege, by reason of those domestic tu- 
mults w'liicli hajipeiied upon Lucullus* expedition in Ariueiiia. 

4. In the meantime, Alexandra fell sick, and Aristobnlus, lui 
younger son, took hold of this opportunity with his domestics. 


• Matt. xvi. 19. xviii. 18. 

f Here we h.ive tl»e oldest and most authentic Jewish exposition of binding ano 
loosiii", for punishing or absolving men, not for declaring actions lawful or unla>^- 
ful ; as some modern Jews and ( hrisiians vainly pretend. 

I Strains, J{. XVI. p. 7d{). relatv--;, that this Selene Cleopatra was besieged by 
Tigranes, not in Ptolemais, a> hut after she had left Syria in Seleucia> f 

citadel in Mesopotamia ; aii<l adds that when he had kept her a while in prisoii) 
he p'lt tier to death. Dean AM«i.h supposes here tliat Strabo contradicts 
phus, which does not appear to »i:e ; fur although Josephus says both here an| 
Ute Antiquities, B. XI II. di. ivi. soct. -1. that Tigraiics besieged her now m 
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of which he had a great many, who were all of them his friends, 
oil account ot the warmth of their youth, and got possession of 
all the fortresses, lie also used the sums of money he found in 
them, to get together a number of mercenary soldiers, and made 
himself king; and besides this, upon Hyreanus’ complaint to 
his mother, she compassionated his case, and put Aristobulus' 
wife and sons under restraint in Antonia, which was a fortress 
tliiit joined to the north ])art of the temple. It was, as 1 have 
already said, of old called the citadel ; but afterwards got the 
name of Antonia, when Antony was lord [of the East,] just as 
the other cities, Sebaste and Agrippas, had their names changed, 
{ii\d these given them, from Sebastiis and Agrippa. But 
Aie.sLiindra died before she could punish Aristobiilus, for his dis- 
iij’uu iting his brother, after she had reigned nine years. 

CHAP. VI. 

if hen Iljjrcanns, xje/ioxvas Alexandrovs heir ^ receded from his claim 
of the croim^ Arislobidus is made hing^ and aficruHird the same 
ilijrcanns^ Inj the mea}is of Anlipaler^ is brought back hi) Are^ 
t:!s. At last Pompe^ is made the arbitrator of the dispute be* 
ticecn the brothers, 

0 1. ow llyrcanus was heir to the kingdom, and to him 
did his mother commit it before she died ; but Aristobulus was su- 
perior to him in power and inagnaniinity ; and when there was a 
bailie hi.twecn them, to decide the dispute about the kingdom, 
near Jericho, tlie greatest jiart deserted Hyrcaiiiis, and went 
tjvor to Aristobulus; but llyrcanus, with those of his party who 
staid with liim, lied ti) Antonia, and got into his power the hos- 

that might be for his preservation (which were Aristobii- 
liis' wife, with her children ;) but they came to an agreement, 
i^.lbrc things siioulil come to extremities, that Aristobulus vshould 
1 '^ king, and llyreamis shoiihl resign that up, but retain all the 
iv>i of Ills dignities, as being the king's brother. Hereupon they 
vn re reconciled to eacli other in the temple, and embraced oiu'. 
air^tlier in a wry kind maimer, while the people stood round 
about them: they also changed their houses, wliile Aristobuhr 
went to the i\)yal palace, and llyrcanus retired to the house ol 
Aiistobulus. 

2. Now, those other people which were at variance with Ari- 
stohulus were alVaid upon his uncxj>ccted obtaining the govern- 

and tl) it lii* timl; tlio city, tin* infium us. yet docs lie nowhere 

that he now took the ulueii I'crsclf’ j so tl;at both the luw rations of Siraho 
Hii'l .liisopluis may still ho true notwithstanding. 

VOI.. HI. LL 


S 
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ment,- and especially this concerned* Antipater, whom Aristo- 
buhis hated oF old. He was by birth an Iduniean, and one of the 
principal of that nation on account of his ancestors and riches 
and other authority to him belonging ; he also persuaded Hyr, 
caniis to fly to Arotas, the king of Arabia, and to lay claim to 
the kingdom ; as also, he persuaded Aretas to receive Hyrcaniis 
and to bring him back to his kingdom : he also cast great re- 
})roaches upon Aristobuliis, as to his morals, and gave great com- 
mendations to Hyrcaniis, and exhorted Aretas to receive him 
and told him how becoming a thing it would be for him, wlio 
ruled so great a kingdom, to aflbrd his assistance to such as are 
injured ; alleging that Hyrcaniis was treated unjustly, by beiim 
deprived of that dominion which belonged to him by the prero- 
gative of his birtli. And when he had predisjiosed them botli 
to <!o wliat he would have them, he took Hyreanus by night, 
and ran away from the city, and continuing his flight with great 
swiftness, he escaped to the place called Petra^ which is the 
royal sc;it of the king of Arabia, wliere he put Hyrcaniis into 
Aretas* hand ; and by tliscoursing much with him, and gainiiio- 
upon him with many presents, he prevailed with him to give 
him an army that might restore him to his kingdom. Tliis 
army consisted of fifty thousand footmen and horsemen, against 
which Aristobuliis was not able to make resistance, but was de- 
serted in his first onset, and was driven to Jerusalem : he also 
had been taken at first by force, if Scaurus, the Roman general, 
had not come and seasonably interposed himself, and raised the 
siege. This Scaurus was sent into Syria from Armenia bv 
Poinpey the Great, when he fought against Tigrancs: so Scaurus 
came to Damascus, which had been lately taken by Mctellus 
and LoIIius, and caused them to leave the place; and, upon his 
hearing how tiie affairs of Judea stood, lie made haste liiitlier 
as to a certain booty. 

3. As soon, therefore, as he w'as come into the country, th(Me 
came ambassadors from both tlie brothers, each of them desiring 
his assistance ; but Aristobuliis’ three hundred talents had more 
weight with him than the justice of the cause; which sum, when 
Scaurus had received, he sent a licrald to Hyrcaniis and the 
Arabians, and threatened them with the resentment of the Ro- 
mans, and of Pomjicy, unless they would raise the siege. 
Aretas was terrified, and retired out of Judea to PhihulelpliiiN 
as did fecaiirus return to i)a»nascus again: nor was Aristobuliis 
satisfied with escaping [out of his brother’s hands,] but gather- 
ed all his forces together, and pursued his enemies, and fought 

• 'riin* tills Antip'it'T, fill* flttl: r of Ilcrorl the Great, wns nii Ithiir,e:ui. a*' 
sejih-.s nir .i. IjcH', M i the note cii nm.'j Ih X ] \\ eh. xv. sect. 
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them at a place called Papyron, and slew about six thousand of 
thenij and, together with them, Antipater’s brother, Phalion. 

4.. When Hyreanus and Antipater were thus deprived of their 
hopes ironi the Arabians, they transferred the same to their 
adversaries: and because Pompey had passed tli rough Syria, and 
was come to Damascus, they fled to him for assistance; and, 

* without any bribes, they made the same ecjuitable })leas that they 
had used to Aretas, and besought him to hate the violent be- 
haviour of Aristobulus, and tx) bestow the kingdom upon him to 
wliom it justly belonged, both on account of his good character, 
and on account of his superiority in age. However, neither was 
Aristobulus wanting to liimself in this case, as relying on the 
hi ibes tliat Scaiirus Iiad received : he was also there himself, and 
adorned himself after a manner the most agreeable to royalty 
that lie was able. But he soon thought it beneath him to come 
in such a servile manner, and could not endure to serve his own 
I’lids in a way so much more abject than he was used to; so he 
departed from Diopolis. 

5. At ibis his behaviour Pompey bad great indignation ; Ilyr- 
canus also and his friends made great intercession to Pompey ; so 
he took not only his Roman forces, but many of his Syrian 
auxiliaries, and marched against Aristobulus. But wlien he 
had jiassed by Pella and Scythopolis, and was come to Corq^, 
where you enter into the country of Jiulca, when you go up to 
it through the Mediterranean parts, he heard that Aristobulus 
was fled to Alexandrium, which is a strongliold fortified with 
the utmost magnificence, and situated u})on a high mountain, 
1111(1 lie sent to him and commanded him to come down. Now 
his indination was to try his fortune in a battle, since he was 
called in such an imjicrious manner, rather than to comply with 
tliat call. However he saw the multitude were in great fear, 
and his friends exhorted him to consider w hat tlie power of tlie 
Homans was, and how it was irresistibde ; so he comjdiod with 
liicir advice, and came down to Pomjn v : and wlicn he had made 
along apology for himself, and for the ju^tness of liis cause in 
taking the government, be lelurncd to the forlrc.-s. And v.lien 
his brother invited him again [to plead bis cause,] lie came down 
iiiul spoke about the ju'^tice of it, ami then went away wilbout 
any hinderance from i’ompey : so he was between bojie and fear. 

• ll is ‘<»nuAvl»at pruhablo, ns lla\t'ri\'urp suppOMs, mil j arity SjmiiIu ;jij also, 
the Latin copy is here tlio truc-.l : tli.it iVi»:jHy d d taki* llu* ptivi'iis »>!'- 

andliitnby llyrcar.ns, ts lie Iia\c done tin* otlicrs from Ai istolniius, sett. 

a!du)U{j;h his rrnimkal'le at'stiiunce tuiin ihc .('('O t.deivs diat ^^\re in lii.- .icx^iNii 
uinple, when he look it a little afu-i wartl, ch. mI. sL-it. fl. Ik \1V. th. 

'1. ^vin liardly permit us to di* eit ll.e iiuik to| i. , ail uliuh acjve that 
(i ll iKt lakv tliuu. 
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And when he came down it was to prevail with Poinpey to 
allow him the government entirely ; and when he went up to 
the citadel, it was that he might not apj)ear to debase hiinselt* 
too low. However, Pomj)ey commanded him to give up kjj. 
fortified places, and forced him to write to every one of their 
governors to yield them up; Uiey having had this charge given 
them, to obey no letters but what were of his own haiulwritiiip-. 
Accordingly he did what he was ordered to do; but had still an 
indignation in what was done, and retired to Jerusalem, and 
prepared to fight with Poinpey. 

6. But Poinpey did not give him time to make any prepara- 
tions [for a siege,] but followed him at his heels ; he was also 
obliged to make liastc in his attempt, by the death of Mitliri- 
dates, of which lie was inforined about Jericho. Now here is the 
most fruitful country of Judea, which bears a vast number ol* 
’•palm-trees, besides the balsam-tree, whose sprouts theycutwith 
sliarp stones, and at the incisions they gather the juice, which 
drops down like tears. So Poinpey pitched his camp in that 
place one night, and then hasted away the next morning to Jeru- 
salem ; but Aristobulii.s was so aHrigbted at his ap})r<)ach, that he 
came and met him by way of supplication. He also promised 
him money, and that he would deliver up both himself and the 
city into his di'-posal, and thereby mitigated the anger of' Poinpey. 
Yet did not he perronn any of the conditions he had agreed to; 
for Aristohiilus* party^ would not so imicli tis admit Ciahinius 
into the city, wlio was sent to receive the money lliat he had 
promised. 


CHAP. VII. 

Hoxv Pnmprij had the city Jcru'^alcm delivered vp to him, Imi took 
the teinple [In/ force,'] Ihiv he xvent info the Holy (f Uulii’S; 
as also xvhat xeere his other exploits in Judea, 

5 1. T this li’catinent Pomjiey was very angry, and took 

ArisUdnilus into custcaly. And when he was come to the city 
he looked about wlieix* lie might ma.ke bis attack ; lor he 
the walls wx-ie so firm that it woiiitl be hard to overcome tliein, 
and tliiit the valiey before the wails was terrible; and that tlic 
temple, which was within that valley, was itsell eneoiiij^in^^rd 
will) a very strong wail, insomuch that if the city were taken, 
tlie temple would be :i suond place of lel’uge for the enemy to 
tin; to. 


• or tijf iJnti h.tlsani .Tt riclio and Kn;4.'ulili, 

in li itr mtj.’s editiotJ. I'oOj lua’ rii.»i JJ. It. Oj. ix. uct. 1. 'I Ik’V 
too loiu ij 'M.sfiib'.M.l iii lhi> I'lavo, 
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2 . Now, as he was long in deliberating about this matter, a 
gedition arose among the people within the city: Aristobulns’ 
party being willing to fight, and to set their king at liberty, 
Ivliile the party of Hyrcanus were for opening the gates to Pom- 
pey; and the dread people were in, occasioned these last to be 

very numerous party, when they looked upon the excellent 
order the Roman soldiers were in. So Aristobulus’ party was 
worsted, and retired into the temple, and cut off the communi- 
cation between the temple and the city, by breaking down the 
bride;c that joined them together, and prepared to make an op- 
|)()sition to the utmost ; but as the others had received the Ro- 
mans into the city, and had delivered up tlie palace to him, Pom- 
pev sent Piso, one of his great officers, into that palace with an 
army, wlio distributed a garrison about the city, because he could 
not j)crsuade any one of those that had fled to the temple, to 
come to terms of accommodation ; he then dispo.sed all things 
that were round about them so as might iiivour their attacks, as 
having Hyrcanus* j)arty very ready to all’ord them both counsel 
and assistance. 

3. But Pompoy himself filled up the ditch that was on the 
iiortli side of the temple and the entire valley also, the army it- 
seirbiMug obliged to carry the materials for that purpose. And 
indeed it was a hard thing to fill up that valley by reason of iu 
immense dej)!!), especially as the Jews used all the means ju>s- 
sible to repel them from their superior station ; nor had tlie llo- 
iiians succcedetl in their endeavours, had not Pompey taken no- 
tice ol tho seventli days, on which tlie .lews abstain from all sorts 
of work on a religious account, and raised his bank, but restrain- 
ed Ins soldiers Ironi fighting on those days; lor the Jews only 
acted defensively on sabbath days. But as soon as Pompey had 
lilled up the valley, he erected high tow'crs upon the bank, and 
brought those engines which they had fetched from Tyre, near to 
the wall and tried to batter it down ; and the slingers of stones 
beat olf those that stood above them, and drove them away ; but 
the towers on this side of the city made very great rcsi.stancc, and 
were indeed extraordinary both for largeness and magnificence. 

4. Now, here it was that upon the many hardships which the 
Uomaiis underwent, Pompey could not but admire not only at 
tile other instances of the Jew.^’ fortitude, but csjiccially that they 
Jid not at all iiitewmit their religious services, even wlien they 
were encompassed with darts on all sides ; for, as if the city were 

hill ))eace, their daily sacrifices and purilication.s, and every 
hnnu'h of their redigious wairship was still j'erformecl to Clod 
the utmost exactness. Nor indeed, when the temple was 
^ivtually taken; and they were every day slain about ilie altar, 
did they leave oil* the instances of their divine w orship that were 
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appointed by their law ; for it was in the third month of t])^ 
siege before the Romans could even with great difiiculty overtlin^^y 
one of the towers and get into the temple. Now lie that 
of all ventured to get over the wall, was Faustus Cornelius, the 
son of Sylla ; and next alter him were two centurions, luirii,^ 
and Fabius ; and every one of these was followed by a colioj t 
of his own^ who encomjiassed the Jews on all sides, and sle^ 
them, some of them as they were running for shelter tothetem^ 
pie, and others as they, for a while, Ibught in their own defence 

5. And now did many of the pric.^ts, even when they saw their 
enemies assailing them with swords in their hands, without any 
disturbance, go on with their divine worship, and were slain 
while tliey were oifering their drink-olferings, and burning tlieir 
incense, as preferring the duties about their worshij) to G()(j 
before tlieir own preservation. The greatest jiart of them wt ic 
slain by their own (•ouiitrynieii, of the adverse faction, and an in- 
numerable multitude threw themselves down precipices; nay 
some there were who were so distracted among the iiisupciabL) 
dilliculties they were under, that they set (ire to the buildings that 
were near to the v. all, and were burnt together with them. Kow 
of the Jews were slain twelve thousand ; but of the Romans very 
few were slain, but a greater luiiiiber was wounded. 

6. Rut there was lu^thiiig that allecled the nation so imicli, in 
tile calaiiiilies they were then under, as that ihi'ir lioly piacy, 
which liad been hitherto seen by none, should be laid open to 
strangers ; i’or Poinpey, and those that were about him, wem 
into the tcMiijile ilsell’, wliilher it was not hiwful for any to enter 
but the liigh jiriest, and saw what was reposited therein, the 
dleslick with its lamps, and the table, and the poining ve>seh, 
and the ccjisers, all made entirely of gold, as also, a grciit ejuanii- 
ty of spices heajied le-gelher, w ith two tlioiisand talents of sacred 
money. Yet did not he touch that inoiiey, nor any thing else that 
was there reposited ; but he commanded the ministers aboiil llic 
temple, the very next day after he had ttikeii it, to cleanse it, and 
to pel Ibriii tlieir accusloincd sacrilices. Moreover, he made 1 1\ r- 
camis high jiriest, as one that not only in other respeets liad 
showed great alacrity, on his side, during the siege, but as lie liad 
been the means of hindering the multitude that was in the coun- 
try from fighting for Aristobuliis, which they were otherwiM) 
very ready to have done; by wliicli means be acted the part of 
n good general, and i ec'^.u ilval the peojile to him more hy bene- 
volence them i>y terror. Nov*, anunig the captives, Aristobidiis 

• 'Hcjss k} » (’•). 1 • irv.'.i 'i r*r.r of ;.ll --iil'ducil the .K"''* 

ihrir h .. j’i ^ I y (j!' i . iuju* • f, 11. V. < I.-. ; <. ror did lii’ Inurli Ji''> J* **'• 

Jidi;-., i::l . i- in f;i> 'V*.-! Of) tJiv li’.V A Mt XlN**-"* 

ltd. i. ‘ i ( •• • . . : .:i 
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w'as taken, vvlio was also his uncle: so those that 
the most guilty he punished with decollation ; but rcward- 
^>J Faiistus, and those with him that had fought so bravely, with 
(rlorious presents, and laid a tribute upon the country and upon 

Jerusalem itself. 

7. He also took away from the nation all those cities they had 
formerly taken, and that belonged to Celosyria, and made them 
subject to him that w^as at that time appointed to be the Roman 
president there ; and reduced Judea within its proper bounds. 
He also rebuilt * Gadara, that had been demolished by the Jews, 
in order to gratify one Demetrius, who was of Gadara, and was 
one of his own freed men. He also made other cities free from 
their dominion, that lay in the midst of the country, such, I 
mean, as they had not demolished before that time, Hippos, and 
Scvtliopolis, as also Pella, and Samaria, and Marissa; and be- 
siios these, Ashdod, and Jainnia, and Arethnsa; and in like man- 
ner cloak he with the niaritinie cities, Gaza, and Joppa, and Do- 
ni, nud that whicli w'as aiicieiitly called Slralo's To'ii:er ; but was 
ailcrward rebuilt with the most magnkicent edifices, and had 
its iiainc cluinged to Cesared by king 1 lerod. All which he re- 
aiored to their own citizens, and j)ut them under the province of 
Syria: which province, together with Judea, and the countries 
ii‘; lar as Egypt and Eiiplirates, he connniued to vSeauvus as their 
^^overnor, and gave him two legions to sii})poi t iiirn ; while he 
made all the haste he could himself to go through Cilicia, in his 
v.iiy to Roine, having Aristcfoulns and his children along with 
hiiii, as his captives. They w’cre two daughters and two sons; 
llic 011c of which sons, Alexander, ran aw’ay as he w as going ; hut 
ihc young ;r, Aiitigonus, with his sisters, w ere carried to Home. 

CHAP. VUI. 

Alcxauilrr^ the so?i 0/' Aristohulus^ Xiho ran aicajj from Ponijhi/, 
viu/ies an expedition against Ih/rcanus ; but being overcome bij 
(iabiniuSy he deliveis up the fortresses to him. After this Aris- 
tohuliis eseapes from Home, and gathers ai a nut/ together ; bu: 
being beaten bp the Romans, he is brought back to Rome ; ivith 
oilier things relating to Gabi?iius, Cras^us, and Cassins. 

^ 1. In the meantime, Scauru^ nuule an expedition inlv> 
Arabia, hut was stop[H‘d by tlie diniculty of the places aboul 
fetra, I louovcr, he laid waste the country about Pella, 
Plough even there he was under gica.l hardship; lor his army 

* llu' coin of Uiis Gmlar.'i, still extant, v, -tli date from this era, is n ccrldin ev'- 
ill s its rebuilding by Pumjii y, ax Sjamljtim be:e asMiies 



270 


WAns OF this; jews. 


liooli I, 

was afflicted with famine. In order to supply which want 
Hyrcanus allbrded him some assistance, and sent him provision* 
by the means of Antipatcr ; whom also Scaurus sent to Aretas 
as one well acquainted with him, to induce him to pay him nio! 
iiey to buy his peace. The king of Arabia * complied wj^ij 
the proposal, and gave him three hundred talents ; upon wliie.i, 
Scaurus drew his army out of Arabia. 

2. But as for Alexander, that son of Aristobiilus who ran 
aw'ay from Pompey, in some time he got a considerable baud of 
men together, and lay heavy upon Hyrcanus, and overran Judia 
and was likely to overturn him quickly ; and indeed he ImJ 
come to Jerusalem, and had ventured to rebuild its wall ilmt 
was thiown down by Pompey, had not Gabinius, who was sent 
as successor to Scaurus into Syria, showed his bravery, as in 
many otlier points, so in making an ex])edition against Alexan- 
der ; who, as ho was alVaid that he would attack him, so lie :»ot 
together a large army, composed of ten thousand anned iLot. 
men, aiid fifteen luindred horsemen. He also built walls about 
proper j)laces, Alexandriuin, and Ilyrcaniiuii, and Macheruii 
that lay upon tlio mountains of Arabia. 

3 . However, Gabinius sent before him Marcus Antonins, and 
followed himself witli his whole army ; but for the selcet body 
of soldiers that were about Antipater, and another bodyof Jcv.s 
under the coiniiKUul of Malithus and Pitholaus, tlie^e joind 
themselves to those cn[)taiiis that were about Marcus Antoiiiu^, 
and met Alexander; to which body came Ciabiniu'^, with his 
main ai iny soon tdierward ; and as Alexander was not able to 
sustain tlie charge of the enemies’ iurccs, now they were joined, 
he retired. But when he was come near to Jerusalem, lie 
forced to light, anil lost six tliousand men in the bailie; tii.Lv' 
tiioiisaiul of whom fell d<iwn dead, and three thousand weie lak 
alive ; so he fled w itli the remainder to Alexandriuin. 

4. Now, when Gabinius was come to Alexaiulrium, bccaiis- 
lie found a great nianv there encamped, he tried, by j)it;iin ii 
them pardon ibr tlieir tin iner tdlences, to iiiduia? tliem t{; o'n •; 
over to him, before it came to a fight ; hut wlieii tiny \n;iiki 
hearken to no terms ot acconmiotlulioii, he slew a great miiiibin l 
them, and shut uj) a great number of them in the citadel, 
Marcus Antonins, their leader, signalized himself in tliis batiK', 

• T.ikt* ihe like atU 'tal:( Ji j » .!,e ti iah of tins sii!)inis-ion of .Arilas kinjj of Ai- 
abia, to Scaurus tljc Koti ai’ in tbc v*<iMis of Doan 

he) i'^ derived that o <1 and I :n'.i;us Di narius bo!()ri;j;ii)<; to the iMuiliaii kmii > 

“ [rtpresena 1 iit Ifaverc.'Ui ; idit;! m,j nhirein Aretas appears in a postme of M‘1" 

“ pi’eatioDj and takin;^ boal ul'a ra ad’s bndli w li» bis lift band, atid 'vah his 
‘Miand presenting? a 1 ranclt o«' lue bankiiatnse tree, uith this ii;‘^c»ip(«on, 

•«SCAL'Ri;.S EX. riC. ami beneath, ItEX AltKTAS” 
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who as he always showed great courage, so did he never show it 
v;() much as now ; but Gabinius, leaving forces to take the cila- 
went away himself, and settled the cities that had not been 
(leinolished, and rebuilt those that had been destroyed. Accord- 
ingly, u})on his injunctions, the following cities were restored : 
vicythopolis, and Samaria, and Anthedon, and Apolinia, and 
Jainuia, and Haphia, and Marissa, and Adoreus, and Gamala, 
and Ashdod, and many others ; while a great number of men 
readily ran to each of them, and became their inhabitants. 

When Gabinius had taken care of these cities, lie returned 
to Ale^aodriiiin, aiul pressed on the siege. So wlien Alexander 
despaired of ever obtaining the government, he sent ambassadors 
10 liiin, and prayed liim to forgive what he had oft'endt d him in, 
and gave up in him the remaining fortresses, ITyrcaiiiurn, and 
Mnclierus, as he ])ut Alcxandriuni into his hands afterwards : all 
which Gabinius deniolislied, at the persuasion of Alexander’s mo- 
ther, that they might not be receptacles of men in the second war. 
She was now' there in older to mollify Gahinim-, out of her con- 
cern for her relations tliat were captives at Koine, which were 
her husband and her iither children. After this Gabinius brought 
llvrcaniis to Jerusalem, and conimitted the care of the temple to 
hiiu; hut ordained the other political government to be by an 
aristocracy. lie also ])artcd the whole nation into five conven- 
tions, assigning one portion to Jernsalem, another to Chidara, that 
another should belong to Amathiis, a i’ourth to Jericho, and to 
(he fifth division was allotted Sej^phoris, a city of Chililoe. So 
the peo))le wore glad to bo thus freed from monarchial govern- 
ment, and were governed ibr the future by an aristocracy. 

6 . Yet (lid Aristobulus allbrd another foundation i’or new* 
<listurl)ances. lleHisl away from Uoine, and got tog<'ther again 
many df the Jews that were desirous of a change, such as had 
borne an affection to him of old ; and w hen he had taken Aitx* 
andriiim in tln^ first place, he attemptixl to build a wall about it : 
hut as soon as Gabinius had sent an army against him under Si- 
i>eiina, and Antonins, and Servilius, he was aware of it, and k - 
treated to Macherus. And as for the nnprofUable inultitudt\ In; 
dismissed liiem, and only marched on with those that were ann* 
I'd, being to the inmibcr of eight lliousand, among whom was Ti- 
i tholans, who liad been the lieutenant at Jenisalcni, but dt’serted 
to Aristobulus with ti thousand of his men: so the Uornans fob 
W(l luin/aml wJu n it came to a battl(\ Arislobnhis’ party for 
‘^laMgtinie fought courageousI\ : but at length tiny we re over- 
Iniiee by the Uomans, and of ihtan five thousand fell down dead, 
'"'d ahout tW’o tliousaiul Hed to a certain liitK' hill, hut the thou- 
tliat vcinaincd with Arisiohnlus bn»k<‘ through liu* Roman 
and marched together to Maclierus: and, when the king 
III. M M 
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had lodged the first night upon its ruins, lie was in hopes of rais. 
ing another army, if the war would but cease a while ; aceori 
ingly, he fortified that strong hold, though it were done after a 
poor manner. But, the Homans falling ujion him, he resisted 
even beyond his abilities, for two days, and then was Uikcn, aia 
brought a prisoner to Gabinius, with Antigonus his son, vvlioliai 
fled away together with him from Rome, and from Gabinius Ik 
was carried to Rome again. Wherefore the senate put Idn 
under confinement, but returned his children back to Judeu, 1)(. 
cruise Gabinius informed them by letters, that he had iiromis^^] 
Aristobulus’ mother to do so, for her delivering the fortresses 
up to him. 

7. But now as Gabinius was marching to the war against the 
Parthians, he was hindered by Ptolemy, whom, upon his return 
from Eujihrates, he brought back into Egypt, making use of 
IJyrcanus and Antipater, to jirovulc every thing that was neces- 
sary for this expedition ; for Antipatcr furnislied him with mo.. 
ney, and weapons, and corn, and auxiliaries; he also prevailed 
with the Jews that were there, and guarded the avenues at Po 
lusiuin, to let them pass. But now, upon Gabiniirs’ absence, ihr 
other })art of Syria was in motion, and Alexander, the son of 
Aristobulus, brought the Jews to revolt again. Accordinglv, he 
got together a very great army, and set about killing all the Ho- 
mans that were in the country ; hereujjon Gabinius was aiVaid, 
(for he was come back already out of Egypt, and obliged to 
come back tjuickly by these tumults,) and sent Antipater, who 
prevailed with some (d’thc revolters to be (juiet. Howevir, 
thirty thousand still continued with Alexander, who was himself 
eager to figlit also ; accordingly, (labinius went out to fight, wheii 
the Jew s met him, and, as the battle was fouglitnear ]\Iouiit la- 
bor, ten thousand of them w ere slain, anti the rest of the multi- 


tude dispersed theni.^elves, and fled away. So Gabimu.^ came to 
Jerusalem, and settled the government as Antipater would have 
it; thence he marched, ami fought and beat the Nabateans; iis 
for Mithridates and Orsanc.s, w'ho fled out of Parlhia, Jjc stiil 
them away privately, but gave it out among the soldiers that 


they had run away, 

8. Ill the meantime, Ch'assus came as successor to Gabinius 
in Syria. He took away all the rest of the goKl bdiaiging to the 
temple of Jeru.salern, in order to iurnisli himself for Ids exiH'di- 
tions against the Partluans. lie also took away the two thousand 
talents which Pornpey nad ii<»t loiichetl ; but w hen he had passci 
over Euphrates, he jierished liimsellj and his army with hinij 
concerning wliich aflairs dus is not a [iropcr time to speak [moie 


largely.] 

8. iUit now Cas ins, after Crassus ])iit a stop to tlie ParthianSf 
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^lio were marching in order to enter Syria, Cassius had fled in- 
to that province, and when he had taken possession of the same, 
lie made a hasty march into Judea ; and, upon his taking Ta- 
liclma?, he carried thirty thousand Jews into slaveiy. He also 
glew Pitholaiis, who had supported the seditious followers of 
^ristobulus, and it was Antipater who advised him so to do. Now 
this Antipater married a wife of an eminent family among the 
Arabians, wliose name was Cypros, and had four sons born to 
him by her, Phasaelus and Herod, who was afterwards king, and, 
besides these, Joseph and Pheroras; and he had a daughter whose 
mime was Salome. Now, as he made himself friends among the 
men of power every where, by the kind offices he did them, and 
the hospitable manner that he treated them; so did he contract 
the greatest friendship with the king of Arabia, by marrying his 
relation ; insomuch, that when he made war with Aristobulus, 
he sent and intrusted liis children with him. So, when Cassius 
had forced Alexander to come to terms and to be quiet, he return- 
ed to Eiiplirates, in order to prevent the PaiUnaiis from repass- 
ing it, concerning which matter ^ we shall speak elsewhere. 

CHAP. IX. 

Arisfobulus is taken off by Pompe^s friends^ as his son Alcxan^ 
(kr, by Scipio. Antipater cultivates a friendship vcith Ccrsai-^ 
after Pompei/s death ; he also performs great actions m that 
tcY/r, idler ein he assisted Mithridates, 

51 . ow, upon tlie flight of Pompey, and of the senate, be- 
voiid the Ionian Sea, Ca\sar got Rome and the empire under 
ills power, and released Aristobulus from his bonds. He 
aUo committed two legions to him, and sent him in haste into 
Syria, as ho])ing that by his means be should easily conquer that 
country, and the jiarts adjoining to Judea. But envy prevented 
any elfect of Aristobulus’ alacrity, and tlic hopes of Caesar ; for 
he was taken olf by poison given him by those of Pompey’s par- 
ly, and, lor a long while?, he had not so much as a burial voiich- 
bafed him in his own country ; but his dead body lay [above 
ground,] preserved in honey, until it was sent to the Jews by 
Antony, in order to be buried in the royal sepulchres. 

2. 1 1 is son Alexander also was beheaded by Scipio at Antioch, 
anil that by the commaiul of Pompey, and upon an accusation 
laid against him before bis tribunal, for tlie mischiefs he had 
^lone to the Romans, lint Ptolemy, the son of Menneiis, who 
''as then ruler of Chalcis, muler Libanus, took his brethren to 


'rhis ci’atioii n n\ aniUi". 
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liiiii by sending his son Philippio for them to Ascalon, who tool^ 
Antigomis, as well as his sisters, away from Aristobulus’ 
and brought them to his father ; and falling in love with th! 
younger daughter, he married her, and was afterwards slain 
by his father, on lier account; for Ptolemy himself, after lie 
slain his son, married her, whose name was Alexandra; on uc 
count of which marriage, he took the greater care of her brotlic^. 
Eijid sister. 

3. Now, after Pompey was dead. Antipater changed sides, and 
cultivated a friendship with Caesar. And, since Mithridates of 
Pergamus, with the forces he led against Egypt, was excluded 
from the avenues about Pelusium, and was forced to stay af As- 
caloii, he persuaded the Arabians, among whom he had lived, to 
assist him, and came himself to him, at the head of three thousand 
armed men. lie also encouraged tlie men of powder in JSyria to 
come to his assistance, as also of the inhabitants of Libanus, Pto 
lemy, and Jamblicus, and another Ptolemy ; by which means the 
cities of that country came readily into this war ; insomuch, that 
Mithridates ventured now, in dependence upon the additioiial 
strength that he had gotten by AJitipater, to march forwnrd to 
Pelusium; and, when they refused him a passage throiigli it, he 
besieged the city : in the attack of which place, Antijiatcr prin, 
cipally signalized himself, for he brought tlown that jiart of the 
wall which was over against him, and leaped first of all into the 
city, with the men that were about him. 

4, Tims was Pelusium taken. But still, as they were march- 

ing on, those Egyptian Jews that inhabited the country, called 
the country of Onias, stopped them. Then diil Antipatcr not 
only persuade tlieiii not to stop them, but to allbril })rovisions for 
their army ; on which account even the peoi)le about Memphis 
would not fight against them, but, of their own accord, joined 
Mithridates. Whereupon he went round about Delta, and 
fought the rest of the Egyptians at a jdace called the Jews’ 
Camp : iiay, when he was in danger in the battle with all his 
right W'ing, Antipater wheeled about, and came along the bank 
of the river to liini ; for he had beaten those that o]>jH).scd him 
as he led the left wing. After which success lie tell upon those 
tliat pursued Mithridates, and slew a great many of tlicm, ami 
pursued the remainder so far that he took their cam}), while 
lie lost no more than I’ourscore of liis own men; as Mithridates 
lost, during the pursuit that was made alter him, about eight 
hundred. He was alsti nimself saved unexpectedly, and became 
an unreproachablc witnes’: to Ccesar of the great actions oi 
Antij)ater. , 

C), Whereupon Ciesnr encouraged Anti|)ater to undeitaM 
othci hazardous enterprises for him, and that by giving him 
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great commendations, and hopes of reward. In all whicli en- 
levprises he readily exposed himself to many dangers, and be- 
came a most courageous warrior ; and had many wounds, almost 
all over his body, as demonstrations of his valour. And, when 
(Jajsar had settled the affairs ol Kgypt, and returning into Syria 
again? he gave him the privilege ot a Roman citizen, and free- 
dom Irom taxes, and rendered him an object of admiration by 
tlie honours and marks of friendship he bestowed upon him. 
(Jn this account it was that he also confirmed Hyreauus in the 
high priesthood. 

CHAP. X. 

Casor makes Antipater procurator of Judea ; as does Antipatcr 
appoint Phasaclns to be governor of Jerusalem^ and Herod go- 
vernor of' Galilee ; in some lime^ ivas called to ansveer 

for himself {l)cf ore the Sanhedrim^'] vohere he is acquitted. Sex- 
tus Cdcsar is treacherously killed by Basus^ and is succeeded by 
Marcus. 

j 1. About this time it was that Antigonus, the son of Aris- 
tobulus, came to Cmsar, and became, in a surprising manner, 
(he occasion of Antipater’s farther advancement; for, whereas 
he ought to have lamented that his father appeared to have been 
poisoiieil on account of his (piarrels with Pompey, and to have 
coinplaineil of IScipio’s barbarity towards his brother, and not 
to mix any invidious passion when he was suing for mercy ; bc- 
biiles those things, lie came before Ciesar, and accused Hyrca- 
nus and Antipater, how they had driven him and his brethren en- 
tirely out of their native country, and had acted in a great many 
instances unjustly and extravagantly w ith relation to their nation, 
and that as to his assistance they had sent him into Egypt, it w as 
not done out of good-w ill to him, but out of the fear they w ere 
ill from i'ormer i|uarrels, and in order to gain })ardou for their 
friendship to [his enemy Pompey.] 

2. Hereuiion Antipater tlirew aw ay his garments, and showed 
the imiltitude of the wounds he had, and said, that as to his 
‘ good-will to Ciesar, he had no occasion to say a w ord, because 
“ his body cried aloud, though he said notliing himself: that he 
wondered at Antigonus’ boldness, while he was himself no 
‘‘ other than the son of an enemy to the Romans, aiul of alugi- 
“ live, and had it by inheritance from bis lather to be fond of 
*' innovations and seditions, that he sliould imderlakc to accuse 
“ other men before the Roman governor, and endeavour to gain 
some advantages to himself, when he ought to be contented 
‘ that he was siiffereil to live; for that the reason of his desire 
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of governing public affairs, was not so much because he was 
‘‘ in want of it, but because, if he could once obtain the same 
he might stir up a sedition among the Jews, and use what 
“ they should gain from the Romans, to the disservice of those 
“ that gave it him.” 

3 . When Caesar heard this, he declared Hyrcanus to be the 
most worthy of the high priesthood, and gave leave to Antipa, 
ter to choose what authority he pleased ; but he left the deter- 
mination of such dignity to him that bestowed the dignity upon 
him; so he was constituted procurator of all Judea, and obtain- 
ed leave, moreover, to rebuild * those walls of his country that 
had been thrown down. These honorary grants Caesar sent 
orders to have engraved in the capitol, that they might stand 
there as indications of his own justice, and of the virtue of An- 
tipater. 

4. But as soon as Antipater had conducted Caesar out of Sy- 
ria, he returned to Judea, and the first thing he did, was to re- 
build that wall of his own country, [Jerusalem,] which Ponipey 
had overthrown, and then to go over the country, and to quiet 
the tumults that were therein ; where he partly threatened, and 
partly advised every one, and told them, that, in case they 

would submit to Hyrcanus, they would live happily and 
‘‘ peaceably, and enjoy what they possessed, and that with uni- 
‘‘ versal peace and cjuietness; but that, in case they hearkened to 
such as liatl some frigid hopes; by raising new troubles to get 
themselves some gain, they should then find him to be their 
“ lord instead of their procurator ; anti find Hyrcanus to be a 
tyrant instead of a king; and both the Romans and Ciesar to 
“ be their enemies, instead of rulers; for that they would not suf- 
‘‘ ler Jiim to be removed from the government, whom they had 
made their governor.” And, at the same time that he said 
this, he settled the affairs of the country by himself, because he 
saw’ that Hyrcanus was inactive, and Jiot fit to manage the nUliirs 
of the kingdom. 8o he constituted his eldest son, Pliasaclus, 
governor of Jerusalem, and of the parts about it; he also sent 
his next son, Herod, who was f very young, with ecjual authority 
into Galilee. 


• Wliat is here noted by Hudson and Spanhciin, that tliis grant of leave to rebuiltl 
the walls of the cities of Judea was made hy Julius (’.Tsar, not as here to Anli- 
pater, but to Hyrcanus, Antiq. H. XIV. cli. viii. sect. 5. has hardly an appearance 
of a contradiction ; Antipater being now peihaps considered only as Hyrcanus’ de- 
puty and minister; although lie afte»’wardi ina<ie a cypher of Hyrcanus, and, under 
great decency of beha^iour to him, look the real authority to himself. 

t Or ‘J.5 years (d age. Sec the note on Antiq. U. I. cli. ?tii. sect. H. and ^ 
XIV. ch. ix. sect. J. and Of the War, I? II. cb. xi. sect. G. and Polyb. 13. XVII. 
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5 . Now Herod was an active man, and soon found proper 
jiiiiterials for his active spirit to work upon. As therefore he 
found that Hezekias, the head of the robbers, ran over the neigh- 
bouring parts ot Syria with a great band of men, he caught him 
and slew him and many more ot* the robbers with him; which 
j^xploit was chiefly grateful to the Syrians, insomuch that hymns 
wtre sung in Herod's commendation, both in the villages and in 
the cities, as having procured tlieir quietness, and having pre- 
served what they possessed to them ; on whicli occasion he be- 
came acquainted with Sextus Cmsar, a kinsman of the great 
Cmsar, and prcsiilent of Syria. A just emulation of his glorious 
actions excited Phasaelus also to imitate him. Accordingly, he 
procured tlie good-will of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, by his 
own management of the city aff*airs, and did not abuse his power 
in any disagreeable manner; whence it came to pass, that the 
nation paid Anti[)atcr the respects that were due only to a king, 
and the honours they all yielded him were equal to the honours 
tine to an absolute lord; yet did he not abate any part of that 
nood-will or fidelity which he owed to Hyreanus. 

(). However, he 1‘ound it impossible to escape envy in such 
Ills prosperity ; for the glory of tliese young men affected, even 
Uvrcaiius himself already privately, thougli he said nothing of it 
to any body : but what lie principally was grieved at, was the 
Luvat actions of 1 lerod, and that so many messengers came one 
before another, and informed him of the great reputation he got 
in all his imdertakings. There w’ere also many people in the 
roval palace itself, who influnied his envy at him : those, I mean, 
who were obstructed in tlieir designs by the prudence either of 
the young men or of Anlijiater. These men said, that by com- 
uiitliiig the jniblie affairs to the management of Antipater and of 
Ills sons, luj sat down with nothing but the bare name of a king, 
without any of its authority ; and they asked him, how' long he 
would so far mistake liimself, as to breed up kings against bis 
own interest ? lor that they did not now conceal their government 
of alfairs any longer, but were plainly lords of the nation, and 
liad thrust him out of his authority : that this was the case when 
1 lerod slow so many men witliout his giving him any command 
to do it, either by word of mouth, or by his letter, and this in 
contnidictioii to tlie law of the Jew s ; who, therefore, in case lie 
lie not a king, but a jirivate man, still ought to come to his triid, 
Jiiul aiisw’ci* it to him, and to the laws of his country, wliich do 
not jicrmit any one to be killed, till he hath been condemned in 
judgment. 

7. Now IJyrcamis was, by degrees, inflameil with those dis- 
courses, and at length could bear no longer, but lie summoned 
llcrocl to take his trial. Accordingly, by his lather’s advice, auu 
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as soon as tlie aiFairs of Galilee would give him leave, he came 
up to [Jerusalem,] when he had first placed garrisons in Galilee- 
however, he came with a suilicient body of soldiers, so many ini 
deed that he might not appear to liavc with him an army able to 
overthrow Hyreanus’ government, nor yet so few' as to expose 
him to the insults of those that envied him. Flowever, Sextus 
Ciesar was in fear for the young man, lest he should be taken 
by his enemies, and brought to punishment; so he sent some to 
denounce expressly to Hyreanus, that he should acquit Herod 
of the capital charge against him ; who ac(|uittcd him accordingly^ 
as being otherw ise inclined also so to do, for he loved Herod, 

8. But Herod, supposing that he had escaped punislunont, w ith 
the consent of the king retired to Sextus, to Damascus, and got 
every thing ready in order not to obey him, if he should sninnion 
him again; wdicreupon those that were evil disposed irritated 
Hyr canus, and told him, that Herod w'as gone away in anger, 
and was prepared to make war upon him; and as the kino 
believed what they said, he knew' not w hat to do, since lie saw his 
antagonist w'as stronger than he w'as himself. And now, sinco 
Herod was made general of Celosyria, and KSainuria, by Sextus 
Cat'sar, he was formidable, not only from the good-will wliicdi the 
nation bore him, but by the power he himself had; insoinueli 
that Hyreanus fell into the utmost degree of terror, and expected 
he would presently march against him w ith his army. 

9. Nor W'as he mistaken in the conjecture he made, for He- 
rod got his army together, out of the anger he bore him for his 
threatening him with the accusation in a jmblic court, and lid it 
to Jerusalem, in order to throw Hyreanus down from his king- 
dom : and this he had soon done, unless liis father and brother 
had gone out togetlier and broken the force of his fury, and lliis 
by exhorting him to carry his revenge no farthei* than to tlin nt- 
ening and affrighting, but to spare the king, under w hom lie had 
been advanced to such a degree of pow'er; and that lie ought not 
to be so much provoked at his being tried, as to Ibrgct to be 
thankful that he was ac(|uitted ; nor so long to think upon what 
was of a melancholy nature, as to be ungrateful for his deliver- 
ance; and if we ought to reckon that God is the arbitrator ol 
success in war, an unjust cause is of more disadvantage than an 
army can be of Advantage; and that therefore he ought not lo 
be entirely confident of success in a case where lie is to dgljt 
against his king, his supporter, and one that had often been his 
benefactor, and that had never been severe to liim, any otherwise 
than as he had hearkened to evil counsellors, and tliis no larther 
than by bringing a shadow' of injustice iqion him. 8o Herod was 
prevailed upon by these arguments, and supposed that what he 
had fd ready doiui was .sufficient for liis iiiture hopes, and that 
he had enough shown fils power to tin? nation. 
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10. In the meantime, there was a disturbance among the Ro- 
jtians about Apamia, and a civil war occasioned by tlie treacher- 
ous * slaughter of Sextus Cajsar, by Cicilius Bassus, which he 
perpetrated out of his good-will to Pompey ; he also took the 
•authority over his forces : but, as the rest of CaesaPs command- 
ers attacked Bassus with their whole army, in order to punish 
him for the murder of Cmsar, Antipater also sent them assist- 
ance by his sons, both on account of him that was murdered, and 
on account of that Caesar who was still alive, both of which were 
their friends ; and as this w^ar grew to be of a considerable 
length, Marcus came from Italy as successor to Sextus. 

CHAP. XL 

Herod is made 'procurator of all Syria : Malichus is afraid of 
hvriy and takes Antipatei' off hj poison ; *vchei'eupon the trilmnes 
of the soldiers are prevailed with to kill him, 

J 1. INHERE was at this time a mighty war raised among the 
Homans upon the sudden and treacherous slaughter of Caesar 
by Cassius and Brutus, after he had held the government for 
t three years and seven montlis. Upon this murder there were 
very great jigitations, and the great men were mightily at dilfer- 
ciico one with anotlier, and every one betook himself to that 
party where they had the greatest hopes of their own, of advanc- 
ing themselves. Accordingly, Cassius came into Syria, in or- 
der to receive the forces that were at Apamia, where he procur- 
ed a rcconcilation between Bassus and Marcus, and the legions 
which were at dilference with him; so he raised tlie siege of 
Ajiainia, and took upon him the command of the army, and 
went about exacting tribute of the cities, and demanding their 
iiioney to such a ilegree as they were not able to bear. 

2, he gave command that the Jews should bring in seven 
luiiulred talents : whereupon Antipater, out of his dread of Cas- 
sius’ threats, parteil the raising of this sum among his sons, and 
among others of his acquaintance, and to be done immediately, 
and umong them he required one Malichus, who was at enmity 
with him, to do his part also, which necessity forced him to do. 
Now Herod, in the first place, mitigated the passion of Cassius, 
by bringing liis share out of Galilee, which was a hundred ta- 

* Many \»ritcr5 of the Roman history give an account of tins nuirtlcr of Soxtiis 
Cssar, and of the war at Apamia upon that occas on. I'licy are cited in Dean Al- 
‘irich’s note. 

t In the Anticpiltics, R. XIV. ch. xi. sect, 1. the duration of the reign of Julius 
is three years six montlis; but here three years seven months, beginning 
njjhtly, says Dean A Ulrich, from his second dictatorship. It is probable the real 
yiinilion ini^ht be three years and between six and seven months. 

'OL. UK M 
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Icnts, on which account he was in the highest favour with bin] 
and when lie reproached the rest for being lardy, he was aiurrv 
at the cities themselves ; so he made slaves of Gotihiia and 
iiiaus, and two others of less note, nay, he proceeded as il‘ 1,^, 
would kill Malichus, because he had not made greater haste ia 
exacting his tribute ; but Antipater prevented the ruin of this 
man, and of the other cities, and got into * Cassius’ favour bv 
bringing in a hundred talents immediately. 

3. However, when Cassius was gone, Malichus forgot tlio 
kindness that Anlipater had done him, and laid frequent plots 
against him that had savetl him, as making haste to get liim out 
of the way, wlio was an obstacle to his wicked practices ; bat 
Antipater was so niucli afraid of the power and cunning of t),^. 
man, that he went beyond Jordan in order to get an army to 
guard himself against his treacherous designs; hut when Alali- 
ciuis was caught in his plot, he put upon Antipater’s sons by his 
impudence, for he thoroughly deluded Pliasaeliis, w ho was tlie 
guardian of Jerusalem, and Herod who was intrusted with the 
weapons of war, and this by a great many excuses and oaths, and 
persuaded them to procure his reconciliation to their latlur. 
Thus was he preserved again by Antipater, who dissiiadid 
Marcus, the then presitlent of Syria, iVuni liis resolution of 
killing Malichus, on account of his attempts for innovation. 

I. Upon the war betw^een Cassius and Brutus on one side, 
against the younger Ciesar [Augustus] and Antony on the otlnr, 
Cassius and Marcus got together an army out of Syria ; and be- 
cause Herod was likely to have a great share in jiroviding n('((‘» 
saries, they then made him procurator of all Syria, and gave him 
an army of loot and horse. Cassius promised him also, lhalarier 
tile war was over, he would make him king of Judea; but it 
happeneil, that the pow er and hopes of his son bi'eame the cans; 
of his perdition; for as Malichus was al’raitl of lliis, lie coriii|)t- 
ed one of the king’s cupbearers with money, to give a poisenvu 
potion to Antipater; so he became a saerilice to Malichus’ wick- 
edness, and died at a least. I le w^as a man in other rc.s})octs ac- 
tive in tlie management of alliiirs, and one that recovered tho 
government to llyrcaims, and jin-served it in his hands. 

5. However, Malichus, when he was suspected of poisoiiiiif 
Aiitipater, and wdien the multitude was angry w ith him U)r it, de- 
nied it, anil made the ])eoj)le believe he was not guilty, llcaho 

• It appears cniJently !)y accounts, both here nrul in his Anfi<|Miru*s, 15. 

X I \\ ch. xi. reel. t:. Uiat tl.i'-- ,V’assi --N, one of (\\s.ir’s riuirderori, 'vns a bitter oj)- 
pre‘s<ir, and exactor of tribute in .Tudea; llir*e 7< <'> talents ainonnt to abmit .laOCVX^*^ 
sterling, and ire about half the %. ar y revenues of kin^ IJeisal afOTwanls. Sec 
the note on Antir|. B. XVII. ch net. d. U also appears that (laliloo then 
no itnire than KX) taleiit;, or the 7tli purl of the entire sum to be levied m all the 
coi 1 1 rry. 
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prepared to make a great figure, and raised soldiers; for he did 
riot sup}>osc that Herod would be quiet, who indeed came u])on 
liiiii with an army presently, in order to revenge his father’s 
(leiith, but upon hearing the advice of his brother Phasaclus, 
not to punish him m an open manner, lest the multitude should 
fall into a sedition, he admitted of Malichus’ apology, and pro- 
j’essed that he cleared him of the suspicion ; he also made a pom- 
pons funeral for his father. 

(j. So Herod went to Samaria, which was then in a tumult, 
and settled the city in peace; after which, at the [Pentecost] 
festival, he returned to Jerusalem, having his armed men with 
liini ; hereupon Hyreanus, at the request of Malichiis, who fear- 
ed bis reproach, forbade them to introduce Ibrcigners to mix 
themselves wdth the people of the country, while they were pu- 
lifving themselves ; but Herod despised the pretence, and him 
that gave that command, and came in by night. Upon which 
Malichiis came to him, and bewailed Antipatcr ; Herod also 
made him believe [lie admitted of his lamentations as real,] al- 
though he had much ado to restrain his passion at him ; however, 

Im did himself bewail the murder of his father, in his letters to 
Cassius, who, on other accounts, also liated Malichiis ; Cassius 
sent him word back that he should avenge his fathers’ death upon 
him, and privately gave order to the tribunes that w'crc under him, 
that they should assist Herod in a righteous action lie was about. 

7. Aiul because, upon the taking of Laodicea by Cassius, the 
men of power were gotten together from all quarters, with pre- 
sents and crowns in tlieir hands, Herod allotted this time for the 
|iiiiiislimeiit of Malichus. When Malichiis suspected that, and 
was at Tyre, he resolved to withdraw his son privately from 
among the Tyrians, who was a hostage tliere, while he got rea- 
dy to lly away into Judea; the despair lie w^as in of escaping ex- 
citi:d him to think of greater things ; for he hoped tliat he should 
raise the nation to ii revolt from the Uoinaiis, while Cassius was 
busy about the war against Antony, and that he should easily 
dipose Hyreanus, and get the crown for himself. 

S. But fate laughed at the hopes he had ; for Herod foresaw 
Miat lie was so zealous about and invited both Hyreanus and him 
to sii])j)er ; but calling one of the jiriiicipal servants that stood by 
biiii, to him, he sent liim out, as though it were to get things rea- 
for supper, but in reality to give notice beforehand, about the 
pb)t that was laid against him ; accordingly they called to mind 
^bat orders Cassius had given them, and went out of the city 
tlicir swords in their hands upon the seashore, wliere they 
‘^‘'Houipasscd Malichus round about, and killed him with many 
''ounds. Upo.u which riyrcaiiiis was immediately aflrighted, till 
*^wooned aw ay, and Icll down at tlie surjirisc lie was in ; and it 
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was with difficulty that he was recovered, when he asked who 
it was tliat had killed Malichus ? and when one of the tribunes 
replied that it was done by the command of Cassius, Then 
said he, Cassius hath saved both me and my country, by cutl 
‘‘ ting off one that was laying plots against them both.” Whe. 
tlier he spoke according to his own sentiments, or whether hig 
fear was such, that he was obliged to commend the action bv 
saying so, is uncertain ; however, by this method Herod in. 
flicted punishment upon Malichus. 

CHAP. XII. 

Phasaelus is too hard for Felix ; Herod also oveicomes Antigonm 
in battle ; and the Je^vos accuse both Herod and Phasaelus^ hut 
Antonius acquits them^ and makes them tetrarchs. 

§ 1. Cassius was gone out of Syria, another sedi- 

tion arose at Jerusalem, wherein Felix assaulted Phasaelus with 
an army, that he might revenge the death of Malichus upon 
Herod, by falling upon his brother. Now Herod happened 
then to be with Fabius, the governor of Damascus, and as lie was 
going to his brother’s assistance, he was detained by sickness; in 
the meantime, Phasaelus was by himself too hard for Felix, and 
reproached Hyreanus on account of his ingratitude, both Ibr 
what assistance he had afforded Malichus, and for overlooking 
Malichus’ brother, when he possessed himself of the fortresses; 
for he liad gotten a great many of them already, and among 
them the strongest of them all, Masada. 

2. However, nothing could be sufficient for him against tlie 
force of Herod, who, as soon as he was recovered, took the 
other fortresses again, and drove him out of Masada in the pos- 
ture of a supplicant ; he also tlrove away Marion, the tyrant ot 
the Tyrians, out of Galilee, when he had already posse.ssed liiin- 
self of three fortified places; but as to those Syrians wlioin lie 
had caught, he preserved them all alive; nay, some of lliem lie 
gave presents to, and so sent them away, and thereby jirociired 
good-w ill to him.self from the city, and haired to the tyrant. Jki- 
rion had indeed obtained that tyrannical power of Cassius, wlio 
* set tyrants over ail Syria ; and out of hatred to Herod it was 
that he assisted Antigonus, the son of Aristobulus, and principal• ** 
ly on Fabius’ account, whom Antigonus had made his assistant 
by money, and had him accordingly on his side when he mtite 

• Here wc sec tJi.’it Ca-^sius s^.’t .y rants over all Syria ; so that Iiis assisting to 
ilroy Cirsar docs not seem to Isave proceeded from his true seal for public J»bcr y, 

from a desire to be a tyrant hinistif. 
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Ills descent ; but it was Ptolemy, the kinsman of Antigonus, that 
yiippliecl all that he wanted. 

3 . When Herod had fought against these in the avenues of Ju- 
dea, he was conqueror in the battle, drove away Antigonus, and 
rcturntid to Jerusalem beloved by every body, for the glorious 
action he had done; for, those who did not before favour him, 
did join themselves to him now, because of his marriage into the 
lliniily of Hyreanus; for as he had formerly married a wife out 
of his own country of no ignoble blood, who was called Doris, of 
wlioin he begot Antipater; so did he marry Mariamne, the daugh- 
ter of Alexander, the son of Aristobulus, and the granddaugh- 
ter of Hyreanus, and was become thereby a relation of the king. 

K But when Cmsar and Antony had slain Cassius near Philip- 
pi, andCmsar was gone to Italy, and Antony to Asia, amongst the 
rest of the citie.s which sent ambassadors to Antony, into Bithy- 
jiia, the great men of the Jews came also, and accused Phasae- 
lus and Herod, that they kept the government by force, and that 
Hyreanus had no more than an honourable name. Herod ap- 
peared ready to answer this accusation, and, having made Anto- 
ny liis friend by the large sums of money which he gave him, 
he brought him to such a temper as not to hear the others sjicak 
against him, and tlurs did they part at this lime. 

5. However, after this tliere came a hundred of the princi- 
pal men among the Jews to Daphne by Antioch to Antony, who 
v/ns already in love with Cleopatra to the degree of slavery; 
lliese Jews put those men that were the most potent, both in 
(liguity and elo(|iience, foreino.st, and accused the * brethren, 
but M( ssala opposed them and defended the brethren, and that 
ivliile 1 iyrcaniis stood by him, on account of his relation to 
them. When Antony hud lieard both sides, he asked Hyrcaii- 
iis what party was the fittest to govern? who replied, that Herod 
and his party were the fittest. Antony was glad of that an- 
swer, for lie had been formerly treated in a hospitable and 
obliging manner by bi.s father Antipaler, when be marched 
into Judea with Gabinius ; .so he constituted the brethren 
tdrarclis, and committed to them the government of Judea. 

(i. But when the ambassadors had indignation at this procedure, 
Antony look fifteen of them and put them into custody, whom 
he was also going to kill presently, and the rest he drove away 
with disgrace, on which occasion a still greater tumult arose at 
Jerusalem, so they sent again a thousand ambassadors to Tyre, 
where Antony now alKxlc, as he was marching to Jerusidem ; 
upon these men, who made a clamour, he sent out the governor 
ot Tyre, and ordered him to punish all that lie could catch of 


riiasacVis nmi IleroiK 
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them, and to settle those in the administration whom he Jjad 
made tetrarclis. 

7. But before tliis Herod and Ilyrcanus went out upon i]]e 
seashore, and earnestly desired of these ambassadors that they 
would neither bring ruin upon themselves, nor war upon their 
jiative country, by their rash contentions ; and when they gr^^y 
still more outrageous, Antony sent out armed men, and slew a 
great many, and wounded more of them ; of whom those lliat 
were slain were buried by Hyrcaniis, as were the wounded put 
under the care of physicians by liim ; yet w’ould not those that 
liad escaped be quiet still, but put the affairs of the city into 
such disorder, and so jnovokeil Antony, that he slew those 
whom he had in bonds also. 

CHAP. XIII. 

The Parthians An/lgo7ius back into Judea^ and cast Ilyr- 

canns and Phasachts into 2 >yi son. The Jlight of Ilcrod^ and 

the takhig of Jerusalem^ and Xkhat Hyrcanm and Phasaclus 
mjjh'cd. 

§ 1. iS[o".v tw’o years afterw ard, when Barza))harncs, a gover- 

nor among the Parthians, and Pacorus, the king's son, had 
possessed themselves of Syria, and when Lysanius liad already 
succeeded upon his father Ptolemy the son of Menneus' death, 
in the government [of Chalcis,] he prevailed with tin* governor, 
byaproini.se of a thousand talents, aiul five liundrtd wonien, to 
bring back Antigonus to his kingdom, and to turn 1 lyrcaiuis 
out of it. Pacorus was by these means induce d so to ih^, and 
marched along the sea coast, wliile he ordered Bar/a)d)arncs to 
fall upon the Jews as he went along the iMediterraneaii jiart ol 
the country; but of the maritime jK'ople the Syrians would not 
receive Pacorus, although those of Ptolemais and ISidon had re- 
ceived him : so he committed a troo}) of his horse to a certain 
cupbearer belonging to the royal family, of his own luunc [Pa- 
corus,] and gave him orders to march into Judea, in order to 
learn the state of affiiirs among their enemies, and to help Anti- 
gonus when he should want his assistance. 

2. Now as these men were ravaging Carmel, many ot the Jews 
ran together to Antigonus, and showed themselves ready to make 
an incursion into the country; so lie sent them before into that 
place called * Drymns^ [the wood-land] to seize upon the place; 

• 'I’liis and noletl wood, f'r wo«»<l-laiid, belonging to (\armel, called l>y 

the .S( is mentioju’d in llie Old Testament, ‘J Kings xix. 2:1. and Isa. 

el. .Hid Ity Simbo, lb X 1 p. T.GS. as both Aldrich and Spanlicini hew icni..r 
very pertinently. 
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^vhcreupoll a battle was fought between them, and they di'ovc 
the enemy away, and pursued them, and ran after them as I’ar as 
Jerusalem, and as their numbers increased, they proceeded as far 
as the king^s })alace ; but as Ilyrcanus and Phasaclus received 
them with a strong body of men, there happened a battle in the 
iiuirket-placc, in which Herod's party beat the enemy, and shut 
them up in the tem})Ie, and set sixty men in the houses adjoining 
as a guard on them. Ihit tlie people that were tumultuous 
against tlic brethren came in, and burnt those men; while Herod, 
ill his rage for killing them, attacked and slew many of the peo- 
ple, till one })arty made incursions on the other by turns, day 
hy (lay, in the w^ay of ambushes, and slaughters were made 
continually among them. 

3. Now, when that festival which w'c call Pentecost was at 
liaiul, all the places about the temple, and the whole city, was 
full of a multitude of people that were come out of the country, 
and which were the greatest part of them armed also, at which 
lime Phasaclus guarded the w'all, and Herod, with a few, guard- 
ed tlie royal })alacc; and w hen he made an assault upon his ene- 
mies, as tliey were out of their ranks, on the north (quarter of the 
city he slew a very great number of them, and put them all to 
tlight, and some of them he shut up within the city, and others 
ivithin the outw'ard rampart. Jn the meantime Antigonus de- 
Nirc.d that Pacorus might be admitted to be a reconciler between 
lliein; and Phasatdus was prevailed upon to admit theParthian in- 
to the city with five Jiundred horse, and to treat liim in a h(;s- 
pitahle manner, w ho pretended that he came to (|uell the tumult, 
but in reality he came to assist Antigonus; liowever, lie laid a plot 
lor Phasaclus, and })ersiiaded him to go as an ambassador to 
Barzapharnes, in order to put an end to the war, although llercKl 
was very (earnest wdth him to the contrary, and exhorted him to 
kill the plotter, but not expose himself to the snares he had laid 
lor him, because the barbarians are naturally perfidious. How- 
ever Pacorus went out and took Hyrcaniis with him, that he 
might be the less suspected ; lie also left some of the horsemen, 

called the Freemen^ with Herod, and conducted Phasaclus 
with the rest. 

1. Hut now', wdien tliey were come to Calilee, they found tliat 
ilm people of that country had revolted, and were in arms, w ho 
came very cunningly to their leader, and besought him to conceal 
bis tr(*aclyerous intentions by an obliging behaviour to iheni ; 
JKcerdingly^ li<i at first made them presents; andaflerward, as they 
''’cutaway, laid ambushes for lliom; and, when they were tonic 

• riiosc accounts, both here and Antiq. B. XIV. ch. xlli. sect. 5. that the Par- 
OiaiK foujrht chiefly on horseback, and that only some tew of their soldiers were 
rt't'Jnen, pcrfeeily a«;n e with Trogus Poinpeius, in Justin, B, XLI. 1?. as Dean 

urich Well observes on this jflace. 
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to one of the maritime cities called Ecdippon^ they perceived that 
a plot was laid for them ; for they were there informed of the 
promise of a thousand talents, and how Antigoiuis had devoted 
the greatest number of the women that were there with them 
among the five hundred, to the Partliians ; they also perceived 
that an ambush was always laid for them by the barbarians in 
the night time; they had also been seized on before this, unless 
they had w'aited for the seizure of 1 Jerod first at Jerusalem 
because if he were once informed of this treachery of theirs, he 
would take care of himself; nor was this a mere report, but they 
saw the guards alreaily not far off‘ them. 

5. Nor w’ould Phasaelus think of forsaking Hyreanus and 
flying away, although Ophcllius earnestly persuaded him to it: 
for this man had learned the w hole scheme of the plot from Sa« 
ramalla, the richest of all the Syrians. But Phasaelus went up 
to the Parthian governor, and reproached him to Ins face, lor 
laying this treacherous plot against them, and chiefly because he 
had done it for money ; and he promised him, that he would 
give him more money for their preservation than Antigoiuis had 
promised to give for the kingdom. But the sly Parthian ( 3 u- 
deavoured to remove all this suspicion by a})ologies and by 
oaths, and then went to [the other] l^icorus ; immediately alier 
which tlioso Partbians who were left, and had it in charge, seized 
u))oii Phasaelus and Hyreanus, who could do no more than 
curse their perlidiousness and their perjury. 

6. In the meantime the cupbearer was sent [back,] and laid 
a plot how to seize upon Herod, by deluding him, and gettiiiir 
him out of the city, as he was commanded to do. But I Iero<l sus- 
pected the barbarians from the beginning, and having then re- 
ceived intelligence that a messenger, who was to bring him the 
letters that informed him of the treachery intended, had fallen 
among the enemy, he would not go out of the city ; though 
Pacorus said very positively, that lie ought to go out, and meet 
the messengers that brought the letters, for that tlie enemy had 
not taken them, and tliat the contents of them wxre not accounts 
of any plots upon them, hut of what Phasaelus bad done; yet 
had he lieard from others that his brother was seized; and 
Alexandra,’^ the shrew'dest woman in the world, Hyrcamis’ 
daughter, begged of him that he would not go out, nor trust 
himself to those barbarian > w ho were now come to make an at- 
tempt upon him openly^. 

7. Now as Pacorus and Ids friends were considering bow 
they might bring their jilot to bear privately, because it was not 
possible to circumvent a man of so great prudence, by open y 
attacking him, Herod prevented them, and went olf with thepei- 


* MariariHJc* la-re, in tlic cojaes. 
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sons that were the most nearly related to him by niglit, and this 
without their enemies being apprised of it. But, as soon as the 
parthians perceived it, they persued after tliem, and, as he gave 
orders for his motlier, and sister, and the young woman who was 
betrothed to him, with lier mother, and his youngest brother, to 
niake the best of their way, he himselti with his servants, took 
all the care they could to keep off the barbarians ; and when at 
every assault, he had slain a great many of them, he came to 
the strong hold of Masada. 

8. Nay, he found by ex])ericncc that the Jews fell more hea- 
vily upon him than did the Parthians, and created him troubles 
perpetually, and this ever since he was gotten sixty furlongs 
from the city ; these sometimes brought it to a sort of regular 
battle. Now, in the place where Herod beat them, and killed a 
(Treat number of them, there he afterward built a citadel, in me- 
mory of the great actions he did there, and adorned it with the 
most costly palaces, and erected very strong fortifications, and 
called it from his own name Herodium, Now, as they were in 
their flight, many joined themselves to him every day ; and at a 
place called Thresa Idtimea^ his brother Joseph met him, and 
advised him to case himself of a great iinmber of his followers; 
because Masada would not contain so great a multitude, which 
were above nine thousand. Herod complied with this advice, 
and sent away the most cumbersome part of bis retinue, that they 
might go into Idumea, and gave them provisions for their jour- 
ney; but he got safe to the fortress with his nearest relations, 
and retaiiieil with him ordy the stoutest of his followers; and there 
it was that he left eight hundred of his men as a guard for the 
women, and provisions sufficient for a siege, but be made baste 
liiinself to Petra of Arabia. 

9. As for the Parthians in Jerusalem, they betook themselves 
to plundering, and i'ell upon the houses of those that were fled, 
and upon the king’s jadacc; and spared nothing but Hyreanus’ 
money, which was not above three hundred lalents. They lighted 
on other ineifs money also, but not so inueii as they hoped for, 
foiTIerod, having a long while had a suspicion of the perfidious- 
iiess of the barbarians, liad taken care to have what was most 
^dendid among his treasures conveyed into Idumea, as every one 
belonging to liiin had in like manner done also. But the Par- 
tliians })rocecded to that degree of injubtice, as to fill all the coun- 
try with war without denouncing it, aiul to demolish the city 
Marissa, and not only set up Aiitigonus for king, but to deli- 
ver Phasaeliis and liyrcaiuis bound into his hands, in order to 
dicir being tonnoMlecl by him. Antigoniis himself also bit off 
llyrcanus’ cars with his own teeth, as ho fell down upon his knees 

ffnn, that so he might never he able, upon any mutation of 
ni. oo 37 
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uilliirs, to take the high priesthood again, for the higli 
that ofliciiitecl were to be complete and without blemish. 

10. However, he failed hi his purpose of abusing Phasaehis 1)^ 

reason of his courage, for though he neither had the comiiiaiul of 
his sword nor of his hands, he prevented all abuses by dashii],, 
his head against a stone; so he demonstrated himself to be IltC 
rod's own brother, and Hyreanus a most degenerate relation, and 
ilied with great bravery, and made the end of his life agreeable to 
the actions of it. There is also another report about his end 
viz, that he recovered of that stroke, and that a singeon, vvlio 
was sent by Antigonus to lieal him, filled the wound with poj^ 
sonons ingredients, and so killed him; whichsoever of these deatlis 
he came to, the beginning of it w'as glorious. It is also report- 
ed, that before he expired he was informeil by a certain poor 
woman how Herod had escaped out of his hands, and tliat he 
said thereupon, “ 1 now die with comfort, since I leave behind 
me one alive, that will avenge me of mine enemies.” 

11. This was the death of IMiasaelus ; but the Parthians, al- 
though they had failed of the women they ch icily desired, 
did they put the government of Jerusalem into the hands of An- 
tigonus, and took away Hyreanus, and bound him, and carried 
him to Purthia. 


CHAP. XIV. 

When Herod is rejected in Aratna^ he makes haste to Ilumr, 
xi'herc Antony and Ctvsar Join their interest to make him 
(j' the t/eii'S, 

§ 1. IS ow Herod did the more zealously pursue his joiirnfy 

into Arabia, as making haste to get money of the king, wiiilu 
his brother was yet alive, by which money alone it \Nas that 
he hoped to y)revail upon the covetous temper of the barbailaiis 
to spare Phasaelus; for he reasoned thus with hiinsell, that 
if the Arabian king was too forgeti’ul of his father’s iVieiidship 
with him, and was too covetous to make* him a iVee gilt, lie would 
however borrow of him as much as might redeem his l)rot}ier, 
and put into his haiuls, as a pledge, the son of him that was to 
1)0 redeerneil ; accordingly he led his brother's son along witii 
him, w ho w as of the age of seven years. Now he w as ready to 
ylve three hundred talents ibr his t)rolher, and iiileiided to desire 
die intercession of the 'Pyriaiis, to get them accepted ; however 
fate had bci ii too (juick for Ijis diligeiiee; and since hliasaeliis 
was dead, Herod’s brotlRr!y love was now in vain. Moreover, 
he w as not able to find atiy lasting friendship among the Arabi- 
ans ; for ilielr king, Maiichus, stait to him imincdiutt.dy and com* 
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iiianJecl him to return back out of his country, ancf used the name 
of the Parthians as a pretence for so doing, as tlioiigli tliesc had 
(Iciiounced to him by their ambassadors to cast 1 ierod out of 
^\rabia; while in reality they luid a mind to keep back what they 
owed to Antipater, and not be obliged to make requitals to his 
sons for the free gilts the father hatl made them. He also 
took the imprudent advice of those who, equally with liimself, 
were willing to deprive 1 Ierod of what Aiitipater had deposited 
iiiuong them ; and these men were the most potent of all whom 
iic liad in his kingdom. 

2. So when 1 Ierod had found that the Arabians were his ene - 
mies, and this for those very reasons whence he lio})ed they woultl 
have been the most friendly, and had given them such an answer 
as his passion suggested, he returned back and went for Egypt. 
Now he lodged the first evening at one of the temples of that 
country, in order to meet wnth those whom he left behind ; but on 
the next day word was brought him as he was going to Uhinocu- 
lura, that his brother was ilead, and how he came by his death ; 
aiul when he had lamented him as much as his ))resent circum- 
stances could bear, he soon laid aside such cares, and jnoceeded 
on his journey. Put now, after some time, the king of Arabia re- 
])(jntt‘(l of what he had done, and sent })resently away messengers 
to call him back: Herod had ])revented them, aiid was come to 
l\‘lusiiim, where he could not obtain a passage from those that lay 
with the fleet, so he besought their captains to let him go by them ; 
accordingly, out of the reverence they bore to tlie fame and dig- 
nity of ihe man, they conducted him to Alexandria; and when 
lie canu! into the city he was received by Cleopatra with great 
spit lulonr, who hoj)ed ho might be persuaded to be commander 
of her forces in the expedition she was now al)out ; but he rc- 
jccleil the (jiieeifs solicitations, and being neither affrighted at 
llio height of that storm whicli then hapjiened, nor at the lu- 
imilu iiiat were now in Italy, he sailed for Koine. 

Put as he was in ])eril about Pamphilia, and obliged tt> cast 
out the greatest part of the ship’s lading, ho, with difliculty, got 
safe to Khodt's, a ])lace which had been grievously harassed in tlie 
war with ('assiiis. He was there received by bis friends, Ptc.- 
lemy and Sapiiinins ; and, although he was then in want of 
money, he fitted up a three deekid ship of very great magnitude, 
vvlicrein he and his IVieiuls sailed to * Prnndusinm, and went 
tlieiice to Koine with all speed; where he fiivt of all went to 
Antony, on acccnint ol the iVieiuiship his father had with him, 
mul laid before him the calamities of himself aiu! his familv, aiul 

Ill's UivT fo-Iuni or IjitinluMimi l;a-. n'in Mill ji/MiM.!, 
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that he had left his nearest relations besieged in a fortress, and 
had sailed to him through a storm, to make supplication to 
for assistance. 

4. Hereupon Antony was moved to com passion at the change that 

had been made in Herod’s affairs, and this both upon his callhur 
to mind how hospitably he had been treated by Antipater, 
more especially on account of Herod’s own virtue ; so he tlien re- 
solved to get him made king of the Jews, whom he had himselfroiv 
inerly made tetrarch. The contest also that he had witli Antigoniis 
was another inducement, and that of no less weight than the great 
regard he had for Herod; for he looked upon Antigonus as a se- 
ditious person, and an enemy of the Romans; and as for ( a'sar, 
Herod found him better prepared than Antony, as reincinboriuo- 
very fresh the wars he had gone through together with his fa, 
iher, the hospitable treatment he had met with from him, and 
the entire good-will he had showed to him ; besides the activity 
which he saw in Herod himself. So he called the senate togjl 
tlier, wliereiii Messales, and after him Atratinus, protliiced llc- 
rod before them, and gave a full account of the merits ol‘ his fi- 
ther, and his own good-will to the Romans. At this same time 
they demonstrated that Antigonus was tlieir enemy, not only be- 
cause he soon cjuarrelled with them, but because he now ov( r, 
looked the Romans, and took the government by the means of ilie 
Parthians. J'hese reasons greatly moved the senate; at wliieii 
juncture Antony came in and told them that it was for llieir 
advantage in the Partliiaii war that Herod should be king; so 
they all gave their votes for it. And when the senate wtis m 
parated, Antony and Cmsar went out, with Herod between tlimii; 
while the consul and the rest of the magistrates went h;.f(.:; 
them in order to oiler sacrifices, and to lay the decree in tlic 
aipitol: Antony also made a feast for Herod on the first day of 
his reign. 


CHAP. XV. 


Antigonus besuges those that x<cre in Masada^ xchoni Ilcnxlfnrs 
Ji'oin conjinement XiJnm he came hack Jrom a fid pycsi'uk 

ly marches to Jerusalem^ where he Jinds Silo cur nipt cd Ip 
bribes. 


} 1. j\ ow during this time Antigonus besieged those that 

were in IVIasada, who had ail other necessaries in sufllcient (jiiaii- 
tity, but were in want of wati r; on which account Jose})!!, I h rotl s 
brotlier, was dis])oscd to ran away to the Arabians, with two 
hundred of his own friends, because he had heard that IMalichus 
rcjHTited of his offences with regard to Herod; and he had htien 
>0 quick as to have been gone out of the fortress already? 
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that very night when he was going away, there had fallen a 
(Treat deal of rain, insomuch that his reservoirs were full of water, 
and so he was under no necessity of running away. After which, 
tliei'cfore, they made an irruption upon Antigoniis’ party, and 
slew a great many of them, some in open battles, and some in 
private ambush ; nor had they always success in their attempts, 
Ibr sometimes they w^crc beaten and ran away. 

2. In the meantime Venlidius, llie llcnnan general, was sent 
out of Syria, to restrain the incursions of the Pai lhians, and after 
lie had done that, he came into Judea, iu pretence indeed to assist 
Josq)h and liis party, but in reality to get money of Antigoiuis : 
and when he had i)itcJied Ins camp very near to Jei iisalein, as 
soon as he had got jnoney enough, he went away with the great- 
est part of liis Ibrce; yet still did he leave Silo w ith some ])art of 
tliein, lest if he had taken them all away, his taking of bribes 
might have been too openly discovered. Now Antigoiuis hoped 
that the Parlhiaiis would come again to his assistance, and there- 
fore cultivated a good understanding with Silo in the meantime, 
lest any interruption should be given to his hopes. 

3. Now by this time Herod liad sailed out of Italy, and was 
conic to Ptoleinais : and as soon as he had gotten together no 
small army of foreigners, and of his ow n coinUiy men, lie march- 
ed through Cialilee against Antigonus, wherein he was assisted by 
Venlidius and Silo, l)oth w hom’^ Dellius. a person sent by Antony, 
persuaded to bring IJerod [into liis kingdom.] Now’ Ventitlius 
was at this lime among tlie cities, and composing the disturbances 
which liad happened by means of lh(‘ Parlliians, as was Silo 
ill Judea corrupted by the bribes that Antigonus had gN'eii liim ; 
yet w as not Herod himself tleslitute of laiw er, hut the iiinnber of 
Ills forces increascii every day as he went along, and all Galileo 
with few’ exccjitions joined tliemselves to him. So he ju'oposed 
to liinisclf to set about his most necessiiiy enterprise, and tliat 
was Masada, in older to deliver liis rtlalions from the siege they 
endured, l^ut still Jojijia stood in his way, and liiiidcred his 
going thither; for it was necessary to talu that city first, which 
was in the enemies’ liands, that when he .should go to Jerusalem, 
no fortress might ho left in the enemies’ pow er behind him. Silo 
also willingly joinetl him, as having now a ])lauslble occasiiui 
ol drawing off liio I'orces [from Jerusalem;] and when tlie Jews 
liursued Inin and pressed upon liini [in liis retreat,] Herod made 
an excursion upon them with a small body of his men, and soon 
put them to flight, and saved Silo when he was in di ire^s. 

4'. After this Herod took Joppa, and then made h.aste to Ma- 

* riiis Doliitis is fanuMis, or rallior infaiiunis, in ll o Ilivto’y ('f ?!:irk Antony, as 
oj’anlKini and Aldrich here note, from Uie coins, from rUitardi and 11 o. 
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sada to free Iiis relations. Now as he was marching, many caii),. 
in to him, induced some by their friendship to his J’alher, 
by the reputation he had already gained himself, and sonu* ijj 
order to repay the benefits they had received from lliein botl). 
but still what engaged the greatest number on his side, was ili,i 
hopes from him, when he should be established in his kingdom 
so that he had gotten together already an army hard to be coa^ 
quered. But Antigonus laid an ambush for him as he manliod 
out, in w hich he did little or no harm to his enemies, llowovm, 
he easily recovered his relations again that were in Masada, as 
well as the fortress llessa, and then marched to Jerusalem, wlim-.. 
the sokliers that were with Silo joined themselves lo his uwi;, 
as did many out oftlie city, from a dread of his pow er. 

5. Now w hen he had pitched his camp on the w est side oftlu' 
city, the guards that were there shot their arrows, and tln\\\ 
their darts at them, while others ran out in companies;, aiK 
attacked those in the forefront; but Herod commanded jautl.i. 
niatieai to l)e made at the wall, that he was come for the <.:(•()<: 

of the [)C()ple and the j)ri‘servation of the city without mi 

ilesigti to be revenged on his open enemies, but (o gra.iil ol!!;. 

vion to them, though tiuw had been the most obstinate ag.iiii i 
“ liim.’^ Now the soldier.-) that w'ere lor Antigonus madt: d ii. 
trary clamour, aiul did n»‘itlu r permit any body to lu nr il;,i 
proclamation, nor to change their party; so Antigonus 
order to his forces to beat the eneiny Iroui the walls; aeeordumly, 
tliey soon tlna-w their darts at llieni iVom the towers, and |>!ii 
them to flight. 

6. And hen^ it was that Silo discovered he had ta.kcai hrilivs 
for he set inaiiv of the soldi< rs lo clamour al)out their Vvaiil i 
iiece" 'Uries, auul to recjuirc tlu ir pay, in order tt) buy theinst Ive 
iood, and to demand that he would leeil tin i\i into ))laei.s t^'U 
vcr.ient lor their w inter (jiiarirr,') ; i/e-eauseall the parts ahoal llu 
citv were laid waste bv the i:u an.s of Antiixomis’ ai luv, ^ iiid 
had taken all tilings awav. Hv llii-; he move^i tlic army, 
tittenijited lo get them (dl the s’cgt- ; but 1 lerod went to li:e ( i|) 
laitis that were under Silo, and to a gr(*at many ol the .soldiri"' 
and i'.('‘j.!/ed ot th. in ma to leave Iiini wlio was sent thitlu i i; 


Cicsar, and .ViUony, and the senate; loi’ that he would Ijko (’:!r; 
lo have their wanl.'. Migplied th.at very day. Alter tlu; iir. l.r: 
of which enti ealy, he w ? nt hastily into the count rv, ar.d 
thitfier so great an al nnthn.Ct* ol ik’cc^.' arics, that lit* cut < Im- 
Sih/.s j)rcu o.ccs; and in cider to pK-vidt* that k'r th.e 1( 
da}') they ■ honld not want ^iqjpllis, he sent to the tls: 

were adanjl Satimria city hatl joined it.sell to Ifun,-* 

bring ( (»; 11 , and v, h:c, and oil, ami callle to .Icrit ho. ' 

Anti,.;<eius le.md < I’ ihi In ♦ ■ omc of Ins parly >’oth 
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io hiiult^r, aiul lay aiiibuslios for these collectors of corn. TJu's 
was obeyed, and a great multitude of armed men 
^vere gathered together about Jericho, and lay upon the moun- 
tains to watch those that brought the provisions. Yet was 
llerod not idle, he took with him ten cohorts, five of them 
wti e Uomans, and five were Jewish cohorts, together with some 
mercenary troops intermixed among them, and besides those a 
horsemen, and came to Jericho; and when he came he found 
the city deserted, but that there were five hundred men, with 
their wives and children, who had taken jmssession of the tops 
of the jiiountains, these he took and dismissed them, while the 
Jloiiians fell upon the rest of the city, aiid plundered it, having 
jbiiiul the houses full of all sorts of good things. JSo the king left 
;i oarrison at Jericho, and came back and sent the Homan army 
into those cities which were come over to him, to take their 
wiiiler (juarters there, viz. into Judea, [or Idumea,] and Ga- 
lileo, anti Samaria. Antigonus also by bribes obtained of Silo 
to let a part of liis army be received at Lydda, as a coni))liment 
to Antonins, 


CHAP. XVI. 

llerod takes Srppkoris, and subdues the robbers that xeere iji the 
cures : he ajter that avenges himsetf upon Mach era as upon 
an enemij of his, and goes to Antoni/, as he teas besieging Su- 
mosata. 

1. St) the Uomans lived in plenty of all things, and rested 
iioin w ar. However, Herod did not lie at rest, but seized upon 
hlmuea, and ke})t it, with two thousand footmen, anti lour 
liuiulred horsemen : and this he did by sending his brother 
Joseph thither, that no innovation might be made by Antigonus. 
Ho also reinoveil his mother, and all Ins relations, w ho had been 
in Masada, to Samaria, anti when he had settled them securely, 
lie marched to taki; the remaining parts of Galilee, and to di ive 
away the garrisons placed there by Antigonus. 

2. But when Heroil had reacheil * Sepphoris, in a very great 
Miow, lie tot>k the city w ithout any dillieulty ; the guards tliat 
duuild have kept it, living away before it was assaulttil ; where 

gave an opportunity to his tollowers that had been in di^tn ^s 
to refresh themselves, there being intbat city a great abumlaiiee 
H necessaries. Alter which he liasted away to the ioIjIh rs that 
"t*re ill the caves, who overran i\ great part of tlie couniry, 

* lli:s S; pi)h(tris, tl\o nu’troi o’is of vo < ftoi uu by Jc ♦pl.i.s, luxt 

a>.. IS still iTii.aining, Sp.-mhe n» lu'ic iiifei’ns us. 
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and did as groat mischief to its inhabitants as a war itself coukj 
have done. Accordingly, he sent beforehand three cohorts of 
footmen, and one troop of horsemen to the village Arbela, and 
came himself* forty days afterwards with the rest of his forces 
Yet were not the enemy allrighted at his assault, but met Idm 
in arms ; for their skill was not that of warriors, but their bold, 
ness was the boldness of robbers ; when, therefore, it came to 
a pitched battle, they put to flight IJenurs left wing witli tluir 
right one; but Herod, wheeling about on the sudden from hijj 
own riglit wing, came to their assistance, and both made his 
own left wing return back from its flight, and fell upon the 
pursuers, and cooled their courage, till they could not bear the 
attem})ts that were made directly upon them, and so turned 
back and ran away. 

3. But Herod followed them, and slew tliem as lie followed 
them, and destroyed a great part of them, till those that re- 
mained were scattered beyond the river [Jordan,] aiul (laiil^o 
was IVeed IVom the terrors they had been under, exceptino* 
from those that remained, and lay concealed in caves, whidi 
recjuiied longer time ere they could he coiKjiiered. In order to 
which, Herod, in the first place, distril)uti‘d the iVults of their 
former labours to llie sokliers, and gave every one ol* ihein a 
hundred and llfly drachiiue of silver, and a great deal more to 
tlielr commanders, and set them into their wintt r (piarterN 
He also sent to his youngest brother Bheroras, t(, take earo of n 
g(n)d mark(.t Ibr them, where they might buv themselves pro- 
visions, and to huilil a wall about Alexandrium, who tt)ok care 
of both those injunctions accordingly. 

4-. In the meantime .Vntt)ny abode at Athens, wliile A'lnl: 
dins ealleil lor »Silo and Herod to come to the war against the 
Parlliians, but ordered them first to settle tlu‘ afl’airs ol Judea: 
Herod willingly diMiiissed Silo to go to \\‘ntidins, but he made 
an expedition himself against those that lav in the caves. Now 
these caves Were in the prcci})ices of < raggy jnomitains, aiid 
could not be come at from any side, since they bad only some 
winding pathways, very narrow, by which they got nj) to 
them; but the rock that lay on their front bad Ixait'alh it ^a^ 
leys of a vast clejitb, and of an almost j^erjiendicular declivity; 
insomuch that tlie king was doubtful l<)r n long time what to 

• Tliis wfiy of •pcikincj oft > is inferpreted I )y .Josephus himsi.'lf. on Oo' 

AOth I Araifj. U. X I t h. xv. •'<{. *1. vol. I J, In liki* maiuuT, when Josfplui^ 
says, cli. xxxir. MCf. 8. that IlrriMl iivnl nfirr lu- had ordvred A ntip.itcr to l)0 sljni 
.1 fiayx ; ill s is !>y hiuTSC'lf i' i !.».•» pret-d, Antiq. H. WII. rh. viii. 1- 'ol. 
that I'f (iif * Oft th>’ .)l'i ihrj of', : ' ir<i. Sw also sshat is in this hook, ('!'• 
sect. 1. afii r (tr t yrnr.s, is Atitiq. I>. XIV. th. xiii. sect. U. vol. II. on tlr' 

A nd Dean A I iecii here iiu'.t sCiat this way of speaking is luiuiliar to ose 
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do, by reason of a kind of impossibility there was of attacking 
tla; place. Yet did he at length make use of a contrivance that 
was subject to the utmost hazard ; for lie let down the most 
hardy of his men in chests, and set them at the mouths of the 
dens. Now these men slew the robbers and their families, and 
wlien they made resistance, they sent in fire upon them, [and 
burnt them ;] and as Herod w'ns desirous of saving some of them, 
he had proclamation made, that they should come and (kliver 
themselves up to him; but not one of them came willingly to 
]iiin, and of those that were compelled to come, many preferred 
death to captivity. And here a certain old man, the father of 
seven children, whose children, together with their mother, de- 
siicd him to give them leave to go out, upon the assurance and 
linlit haiul that was oHbred them, slew them after the following 
manner : he ordered every one of them to go out, while he 
viood himself at the cave’s month, and sle\v that son of his per- 
j)ctually who went out. Hercd was near enough to sec this 
siolit, and his bowels of comjjassion were moved at it, and he 
stretched out his riglit hand to the old man, and besought him 
to spare his children ; yet did he not relent at all upon what he 
said, hnt over ainl above reproached Ilerod on the lowness of 
Ids desc( nt, and slew* his wife as well as his children ; and when 
bo had throw'U their dead bodies down the precipice, lie at last 
threw himstdf down after them. 

5. I5y this means lic rod subdued tliese caves, and the robbers 
that were in them. He then left there a pant of his army, as 
many as he thought sidlicieiit ti) prevent any seilition, and made 
i’lolemy their general, and returned to Samaria : he led also w ith 
liiii three thousand armed footmen, and six lumdred horsemen 
ipiinst Aiuigonus. Now' hero those that used to raise tumults 
11 Galilee, having liberty so to do upon bis departnve, fell unex- 
pectedly uj)on Ptoleiii}', the general of his forces, and slew him : 
lliey also laid the country waste, and then retired to the bogs, 
:muI to places not easily to be found. But when Herod was in- 
formed of this insurrection, he came to the assistance of the conn- 
try innnodiattdy, and destroyed a great number of tbc seditious, 
and raised the sieges of all those fortresses they had besieged ; 
Im also exacted the tribute of a hundred talents of his cnomios, 
tis a ])enally for the mutations they had made in the country. 

G. By this time the Parthians lu ing already driven out of the 
country anil I’acorns slain, Ventidius, hy Antony’s command, 
sent :i thousand horsemen and two h'gions, as auxiliaries to He- 
against Antlgomis. Now Antigomis besc nght Macheras, 
'vbowas their general, by letter, lo come tobis assistance, andmade 

grout many mournful complaints about Henri's violence, and 
the injuries ho did to the kingdom ; and promised to give 
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him money for such his assistance : but he complied not with his 
invitation to betray his trust, for he did not contemn him that 
sent him, especially while Herod gave him more money 
the other offered.] So he pretended friendship to Antigonus, but 
came as a spy to discover his affairs ; although he did not here- 
in comply with Herod, who dissuaded him from so doing. 13^,^ 
Antigonus perceived what his intentions were beforehand 
and excluded him out of the city, and defended himself against 
him, as against an enemy from the walls ; till Macheras was 
ashamed of W'hat he had done, and retired to Emmaus to Herod; 
aiul, as he was in a rage at his disappointment, he slew aQ the 
Jews whom he met with, without sparing those that were for 
Herod, but using them all as if they w^ere for Antigonus. 

7. Hereupon Herod was very angry at him, and was going to 
figlit agaiii>»t Macheras as his eiieniy ; but he restrained Ins iiulio*. 
nation, and marched to Antony to accuse Macheras of male- 
administration. But Macheras was made sensible of liis oflenccs 
and followed after the king immediately, and earnestly hejTaed 
and obtained that he would be reconciletl to him. However, 
Herod did not dvsist from his resolution of going to Antony; 
blit when he heard that he was besieging * Samosata w ith* a 
great army, which is a strong city near to Euphrates, he made 
tile greater haste, as observing tJiat this was a })roper opportuni- 
ty for showing at once his courage, and fur doing what would 
greatly oblige Antony. Indeed when he came, he soon made an 
end of that siege, and slew a great number of the barbarians, and 
took from them a large jirey ; insomuch that Antony, vvho ad- 
mired his courage fbiiiierly', did now admire it still more. Ac- 
cordingly he heaped many more honours upon him, ami gav* 
him more assured hopes that he should gain his kingdom : and 
now king Antiochus was forced to deliver uji ISamosala. 

CHAP. XVII. 

77/t’ death of Joseph^ \^IL }od's brutheif] uhich had been signified 
to Herod in dreams, IIon^ JJerod -jeas jn eserved tuice, ajln 
a xvo?ider/i'l manner. He cats off the head of Pa jqnis^ xelioxais 
the murderer of his brother^ and sends that head to [^his other 
brother'^ Pheroras. And hi no long time he besieges Jerusalem, 
and marries Maria •nnc, 

J 1. In the meaiuii.ie, Herod’s affairs in Judea were ia aii 
ill state. He liad left his brother Joseph w itli lull power, bnl 

liad charged liini to make no attempts against Antigonus, till 

• 'IImk Samosnta, tff*> nietro|>olis of Corr.magcn.i, is well known from its " 
.Spnnhi'tm here asMircs u>.. Difin A Ulrich nlso confirms vhat Jrsephus 
a v*t Utrrd was n gn-at means vf taking <hc riiy !)y Antojiy, and that from 1 u ^ 

Ql'i l)iu. 
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eturn ; MacWvas would not \>e such an assistant as lie 

couUl depend on, as it appeared by what he had done already ; 
but as soon as Joseph heard that his brother was at a very great 
distance, he neglected the chai'ge he had received, and inarched 
towards Jericho with five coliorts, whicli Macheras sent with 
him. This niovenicnt was intended for seizing on the corn, as 
it was now in the midst of summer ; but when his enemies at- 
tacked him in the mountains, and in places whicli were difficult 
to pass, he w^as both killed himself, as lie was very bravely fighting 
ill the battle, and the entire Homan cohorts were destroyed ; for 
these cohorts were new raised men, gathered out of Syria, aiul 
there was no mixture of those called veteran soldiers among 
them, that might have supported those that were unskilful in war. 

2. This victory was not sufficient for Aiitigonus, but he pro- 
ceeded to that degree of rage, as to treat the dead Ixidy of Jo- 
seph barbarously ; for wlieji he had gotten possession of the 
bodies of those that were slain, he cut off his head, although 
his brotlier Pheroras would have given fifty talents as a price 
of redemption for it. And now the affairs of Galilee were put 
in such disorder after this victory of Antigonus’, that those of 
Antigonus' I>iO’ty brouglit the principal men that were on lie- 
rod’s sid<* to the lake, and there drowned them. There was a 
great change made also in Idumea where ^laehcras was build- 
ing a wall about one of the iorlresses, whicli was called QitiJia, 
But Herod had not yet been informed of these things; for after 
the taking of Sainosata, and wlieii Antony had set Sosius over 
the aifairs of Syria, and given him orders to assist Herod 
a,;ainst Aiitigonus, lie departed intt) Kgyi>t ; but Sosius sent two 
Itgions bi fure him into Judea to assist Herod, and followed 
liiiiiself soon after with tlie rest of his army. 

Now' when Heroil was at l)a})hne, by Antioch, he had some 
ihvams which clearly foreboded his brother’s death, and as he 
kapeiloiitof hisbed in a disturbed manner, there came messengers 
that accjuaiiited him with that calamity. h'O when he bad lament- 
ed this misfortune for a while, hv put olf the main part of his 
mourning, and made haste to march against his enemies; and 
vviien he had performed a march that was above his strength, 
and was gone as I’ar as Libanus, he got him eight hundred men 
of those that lived near to lliat mountain, as his a^sislants, and 
joined with them one Homan legion, with which, before it w as 
day, he nuAle an irruption into Cbdilee, and iimt liis enemies, and 
drove them back to the ]dace which they had left. He alst> 
made an iininediiite and continual ..ttack upon tin* fortress. Yet 
"as he forced by a most terrible storm to jnleh his camp in tlu' 
Jioiglihouring villages, before he <'ould take it : but wlicn, after 
lew day’s time, the second ii gion, llial cair.e from Antony, 
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joined themselves to him, the enemy were aflrighted at 
power, and left their fortiiicatioiis in the night lime. 

4*. After this he marched through Jericho us making 
haste he could to be avenged on his brutlier’s murderers; where 
I appcned to him a pi ovidential sign, out of wliich, \vhen he liacj 
i.nexpectedly escaped he liad the reputation of being very (|(w^ 
to God; for that evening there feasted with him many of 
})rincipal men, and after that feast was over, and all the gucstji 
vvere gone out, the house fell down immeilialely. And as lie 
judged this to be a common sigtial of what ilangers he should im. 
dergo, and how he should escape tiiem in the war that he was oo. 
ing about, he, in the morning, set forward with his army, 
about six thousand of his enemies came running down lioiu the 
mountains, and began to fight with those in his forefront ; mi 
durst they not be so very bold as to engage the Homans lunul 
to l)and, but threw' stones and darts at thorn at a distance; by 
which means they wounded a considerable number; in wliitjj 
action Herod’s ow n side was w'oimded with a dart. 

5. Now as Antigonus had a mind to appear to exceed Herod, 
not only in the courage, but in the number of his men, he sent 
Pappus, one of his comj)anions, with an army against Samaria, 
whose fortune it was to oppose Macheras ; but Herod overran 
the enemies^ country, and demolished five little cities, and de- 
stroyed two thousand men that were in them, and burned llnir 
houses, and then returned to his camp ; but his head qiiarters 
w ere at a village called Cana, 

6*. Now a great multitude of Jews resorted to him every day, 
both out of Jericho, and the other parts of the country. Some 
were moved so to do out of* their hatred to Antigonus, and sonn* 
out of regard to the glorious actions Herod had done ; but others 
w ere led on by an unreasonable desire of change ; so he fell ujum 
them immediately. As for Paj)pus ami his ])arty, they were not 
terrified either at their number, or at their zeal, but marched out 
with great alacrity to fight them, ami it came to a close light. 
Now other parts of their aimy made resistance for a while; but 
Heia)d running the utmost hazard out of the rage he w as in nt 
the murder of ids biother, that he might be avenged on those 
that had been the authors of it, soon l)eat those that oj)po‘:c(l him, 
and, after he had l)eaten them, lie tdways turned his forces against 
those that stood to it and pursued them all ; .so that a gi’^nt 
slaughter was made, while some were forced hack into that vil- 
lage vvlicneo they caiiH! out ; lie also jiressed hard U|)on the hin- 
dennost, and slew' a vast number of them; he also fell into the 
village with tlic enemy, wi t re every house was filled with aim- 
ed men, ami the upper rooms were crowded above w ith sofdiei'' 
for their defence ; and v, hen he had betiten tho.se tliat were oil 
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tlie outside, he pulled the houses to pieces, and plucked out 
those that were within ; upon many he had the roofs shaken 
Jowii, whereby they perished by heaps, and as for those that fled 
out o^ the ruins, the soldiers receiveil them with their swords 
jii their hands, and the multitude of those slain, and lying on 
heaps, was so great that the conquerors could not pass along the 
roails. Now the enemy could not bear this blow, so that when 
the multitude of them wliich was gathered together, saw that 
those in the village were slain, they dispersed themselves and fled 
away, upon the confidence of which victory, Herotl had march- 
ed iininediately to Jerusalem, unless he had been hindered by 
the ilepth of winter’s [coming on.] This was the impediment 
that lay in the way of this his entire glorious progress, and was 
what hindered Antigonus from being now con(|uered, who was 
already disposed to forsake the city. 

7. Now when at the evening Herod had already dismissed 
liis friends to refresh themselves after their latigiic, and when 
he was gone himselli while he was still hot in his armour, like 
a common soldier, to bathe himself, and had but one servant 
that attended him, and before he was gotten into the bath, one 
{)[' the enemies met him in the face w ith a sword in his hand, 
and then a second, and tlien a third, and after that more of them ; 
llu‘se were men who had run aw'ay out of the battle into the bath 
isi their armour, and they had lain there for some time in great 
terror, and in })rivacy, and when they saw the king, they trem- 

(1 t<)r 1‘ear, and ran by him in a fright, although be were na- 
ked, and endeavoured to get oirinto the j)ublic road: now there 
was by cbanco nobody else at hand that might seize u}H)n these 
men, and ibr Herod, he was contented to have come to no harm 
himself, so that they all got away in safety. 

8. Ihit on the next day I lerod had Pappus’ head cut off, w ho 
w:is the. tccneral for Antigonus, and was slain in the battle, and 
sent it to his brother Pheroras by v/ay of |)unisliment tor their 

brother, for lie was the man that slew Joseph. Now as 
winter was going oil’, Herod marched to Jerusalem, and brought 
liis army to the wndl of it ; this was the third year since he 
hud been made king at Rome ; so be pitched bis camp before 
the temple, for on tliat side it might be besiegeil, and there it 
was tliat Poinpey took the city. ISo he ])arted tlur work among 
the army, and demolished the suburbs, and raiM*d three baiik>, 
inul gave orders to have, towers built upon those banks, and left 
the most laborious of his ac(]uaintance at the w orks. Put lie 
went himself to Samaria, to take the daughter of AK'xandcr, 
the son ol Ari>tobiilns, to wife, who had been la trotlied to him 
hei'ore. as \vc have already said ; and thus he accomi)lisluHl this 
hy the by, during the siege of the city, for he had his enemy 
J^^xat contempt alrcmly. 
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9. When Iieluul thus married Mariamne, he came back to 
rusaleni witli a greater army ; Sosiiis also joined him with 
large army, both of horsemen and footmen, which he sent h^ 
fore him through the midland parts, while he inarched hiinselj 
along Phcnicia; and when the wliole army was gotten together 
wlilch were eleven regiments of footmen, and six tliousaiui 
horsemen, besides the Syrian auxiliaries, which was no small 
part of the army, they pitclied their camp near to the north wall, 
Herod’s dependance was upon tlie decree of the senate, by wliid, 
he was made king, and Sosiiis relied upon AnUmy, who sent 
the army that was under him to Herod’s assistance. 


CHAP. XVIII. 


Hoiv Herod and Sosins /oo/c Jerusalem by force ; and xc/iat dra;!, 

Antigonifs came to. Also concernitr^ Cleopatra's 

teriptT, 

§ 1. ow the multitude of the Jews that were in the eity 

were divided Into several factions ; for the people that crowded 
about the temple, being the weaker part of them, gave it 
out, that, as times were, he was the happiest and most Jcligiou-i 
man who should die first. Bat as to the more bold and hardy 
men, they got together in boilies, and fell a robbing otiu rs aiier 
various maimers, and these particularly plimdered the pl as s 
that were about the city, and this because tliere was no food kit 
either for the horses or the nu*u ; yet some of the warlike nun 
who were used to fight regularly, were appointed to defend 
'city during the siege, ami these ibove tlu)se that raised Ui 
banks away from (lie wall, and these were always inventing one 
engine or another to be a hinderance to the engines of liie i iic- 
niy, nor had they so much success any way as in the mines lUi- 
der ground. 

2. Now, as for the robberies which were comniitUuI, the king 
contrived that aiiibmshes sliould be so laid, that they imglil ’V- 
strain their excursions; and as for tlie want (>f provi>i(uis, no 
provided that they should be brought to them fia>m great di- 
tances. I !e was aNo too bard for the Jews, l>y the Romans’ Jsiii 
in the art <)f wa.r; although thev were bold to the utmost degree, 
now tliey dur;^i not to a plain battle with the lioiiKins, 

wliicli wascci taiii deatii. but through their mines under groinni 
tney would appear In the midst of them on the sudden, and be- 
fore they ( ould batter down one wall, they built them anotlicr m 
Its stead; and to sum up ill at once, they did not show any ^'anl 
either ol pains taking, or of contrivances, as having resolved to 
hokl uni to tlie vt ry last. IiuIcctI though tliey had so great an ai- 
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mV i*oiind about them, tliey bore a siege of five months, till 
of Herod’s chosen men ventured to get upon the wall, and 
i'l ll into the city, as did »Sosius’ centurions after them ; and now 
^[ley of all seized upon what was about the temple, and up- 
on the pouring in of the army, there was slaughter of vast mul- 
litiulcs every where, by reason of the rage the Romans were in 
lit the length ol this siege, and by reason that the Jews who were 
•ihoiit rierod earnestly endeavoured that none of their adversa- 
ries might remain; so they were cut to pieces by great multitudes, 
IIS they were crowded together in narrow streets, and in houses, 
or were running away to the temj)le ; nor was there any mercy 
showed eithc'r to infants, or to tlie aged, or to the weaker sex; 
insomuch, that although the king sent about and desired them 
to spare the ])eo})lc, iU)l)ody could be })ersuaded to withhold their 
liirlit hand iioin slaughter, but they slew people of all ages like 
madmen. Then it was tliat Antigonus, without any regard to 
his former or to his present fortune, came down iVom the cita- 
del and fell down at Sosius’ feet, who, without pitying him at 
all upon the change of his condition, laughed at him beyond 
iiioasure, and called him ylnii<rona,* Yet did he not treat him 
like a woman, or let him go I’ree, but put him into bonds, and 
ke})l him In custody. 

Ihit Hiu'od’s concern at present, now' he luul gotten his enc- 
mios muier his power, was to restrain the zeal of his foreign aux- 
iliaries : for the midlilude of the strange people w ere very eager 
to see the temple, and w hat was sacred in the holy house ilselt ; 
biittlie king endeavoureil to restrain them, partly by his exhorta- 
hi:s, partly by his threatening, nay, partly by force, as think- 
ing the victory worse than a defeat to him, if any thing that 
.uijfiit not to be seen w ere seen by them. He also forbade, at the 
same time, tlie spoiling of the city, asking Sosius in the most 
larnesl manner, whether the Romans, by thus emptying the city 
ol' inoFiey and men, had a mind to leave him king of a desert ? 
and told him, ‘‘ That he judged the dominion oi' the habitable 
• inrth too small a compensation for the slangliler of so many ci- 
lizcn^.” And when Sosiiis said, That it was but just to allow 
‘Mile soldiers this plinuier as a reward for what they sulVered 
"during the sieg(‘,” Herod made answer, that ‘‘ he wouUI give 
i vory one of the .Noldiers a rew ard out of his ow n inonev.'’ So 
‘ l)urchascd the deliverance of his country, and performed his 
! nmiisos lo^ them, and maile presents alter a magnificent inaii- 
tv) each soldier, and proportioiiably to their commanders, and 
a most royal bounty to Sosius himself, whereby nobody 
nl away but in a wealthy condition. Hereupon ISosius dedi- 


• That is, A wenaan, r.ol a man. 
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catecl a crown of gold to God, and then went away from Jerusju 
leni, leading Antigonus away in bonds to Antony; then did t}|^ 
^ axe bring him to his end, who still had a fond desire (;f \i{\, 
and some frigid hopes of it to the last, but by his cowardly 
haviour well deserved to die by it. 

4-. Hereupon king Herod distinguished the inultitiido tliat 
was in the city, and for those that were of his side, he inado 
tfiein still more liis friends by the honours he conferred on ihom. 
but for those of Antigonus’ party he slew them, and a« Id- 
money ran low, he turned all the ornaments he had into inoiu y 
and sent it to Antony, and to those about him. Yet could ho 
not hereby purchase an exemption from all sufferings ; for An- 
tony was i*ow bewitclitxl by his love to Cleopatra, and was 
enti:e]yron(|iicred by her charms. Now, Cleopatra had put to 
death all her kindred, till no one near her in blood reinaiiial 
aiive, and alter that she fell a slaying those no way related to lior. 
feo slie calumniated the principal men among the Syrians to An- 
tony, and persuaded him to have them slain, that so she inidht 
easily gain to be mistress of what they had; nay, she exteiulud 
her avaricious humour to the Jews and Arabians, and jjeciLiIv 
laboured to have Herod and Maliclius, the kings of both tlio^l- 
nations, slain by his order. 

5. Now as to those her injunctions to Antony, he complied in 
part : for though he esteemed it too abominable a tiling to kill 
such good and groat kings, yet was he thereby alienated iVoin the 
friemUhip he had for them. He also took away a great deni cf 
their country: nay, even the plantation of palm-trees at Jerielii', 
w};ere also grows the balsam tree, and bestowed them upon hti : 
as liho all the cities on this side the river Kleutherns, Tyre nnd 
Sidon f exce'ptetl. And when she was become mistress ol’tlu'.L', 
and had conducted Antony in his expedition against the Par- 
thiaiis, as far as luiphrales, she came by Apamia and Dniiiib- 
cus into Judea: and there did Herod jiacLfy her indignation at 
him by large {iresents. He also hired of her tliose places that 
had been t(n n away from his kingdom, at the yearly rcnit ot 
two hundred talents. I le ca)iulm ted Ina* also as far as IVlu^iiiDJ? 
and j)aid her all the respects possible. Now it was not long alter 
this tliat Antony was come back from rarlhia, and led 

• This death of is ronflrmed hy Phitarch and Strabo; tlie litter of 

whom is for it by Jo ij.h s . Aiititj. H. XV. ch. i. stet. li. 'ol. li* 

IJean Aldrifli rvrs. 

f I'liis aricictit lifurly ot iyrv ai d .Sidon undor tlio Hont.wis, taken notioc ot 'y 
Jw'.ephus t' di liere aiul ATiti«j. 11. \ eh. iv. ‘.cct. 1. v:»l. ( t. is confirmed >y 
testimony lA’ Sir.iho, U. \ VI, p. T."*?, as Dean .Aldrich reinaiks; alihon^lN 
j'jstly adds, this liberty In-ited bie i little uhilc longer, when .\ug ihtus took U 
from tlieiii. 
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him Artiibazcs, Tigranes’ son, captive, as a present for Cieo])a“ 
tra; Parthian was presently given her, with his money, 

^ntl all the prey that was taken with him. 

CHAP. XIX. 

flow Antoni)^ at Uie pcrsiumon of Cleopatra^ scut Herod tojlght 
against the Arabians ; and herw^ after several battles^ he at 
length got the victorij. As atso concerning a great earthquake. 

<\ 1. when the war about Actiiiin was begun, Herod 

iiRpared to come to the assistance of Antony, as being already 
treed from his troubles in Judea, and having gained Hyrcania, 
which was a place that was held by Antigonus’ sister. However, 
he was cunningly hindered from partaking (d‘ tlic hazards that 
Aiitonv Nvent through by Cleo})atra; for since, as we have already 
noted, she laid a plot against the kings [of Judea and Arabia,! 
sli;; prevailed with Antony to commit the waragcainst the Arabi- 
; to I lerod ; that so, if he got the betti*)-, she nii'dit become 
jiiislrcss ol’ Arabia, or, if he were worsted, oi‘ Jiulea ; and that she 
•iiiglil: destroy one c;f ih.ose kings by the other. 

However, this contrivance tendeil to the advantage of He- 
;.,a; Ihr at tiie very {ir.:l he took hostages iVom the enemy, and 
: ! )g'.'lh^ r a gr(?al body </f horse, ancl ordered them to inarch 
them alxuit Diosjiolos, and he ca 'lUjiiered tliat army 
'looglj ii. {ought resolutely against him. After which defeat, 
Aialiiams were in great motion, and assembletl lliemselves 
l e ather a'. Kanatha, a city (;f Celo.'>yria, in vast mnltitiules, and 
v,. ited l(>i’ tlie Jews. And when 1 lerod was come thither, he 
tii, (I (o manage this war with particular prudence, and gave or- 
'l. ;s tha.t tiiey sliould build a wall about their camp; yet ilid not 
iiiidtitmhi comply with those orders, but were so embold- 
oy th.eir foregoing victtiry, that they ]n*esently- attacked 
the Arabi.ins, mnl beat them at the lirston .el, and then jair aicd 
fiicin ; yet there were snares laid for Herod in that }nirsuit; 
'viiile Athenio, who was one of Cleopatra's gvnera.ls, and al- 
^vays an aniagonist to Herod, sent out t i' Kanatlui the nu n of 
tint country against him, lor, upon this iVe<h onset, the Ara- 
Ir.ui., took (murage, and returned back, and bolli joined tlieir 
Ji'uiiivious ibrees about stony pkices, that were hard to be gone 
<>Vv r, and there put I li rotf s men to the rout, and made a great 
’fuighter of them; but thosi' that i scaped (Uil of the battle lied 
Oriiii/a, where the Arabians siuToinulcd their cainj>, and 
it, with all the men in it. 

, ‘h ‘i, a little time after this cahunilv, Hc'rod came to bring 
"’li 'conrs ; but he came too late. Now the occasion oi that 

III. n o :i7 
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blow was this, that the oflicers would not obey orders ; for Ij.kI 
not the liglit began so suddenly, Athenio hatl not found a j)r()j)ci« 
season for tlu‘ snares he laid lor Herod : however, he was even 
with the Arabians afterward, and overrun their country, and 
did them more harm than their single victory could compensate. 
But as he was avenging himself on his enemies, there fell upon 
him another providential calamity; for in the * seventh year of 
his reign, when the war about Actiiini was at the height, at tli(i 
beginning of the s})rlng, the earth was sluiken, anti destroyed an 
immense luiinber of cattle, with thirty thousand men; but the 
army received no harm, because it lay in the open air. In iJn. 
meantime, the fame of this earthquake elevated the Arabians to 
greater courage, and this by augmenting it to tabuloiis hcigln, 
as is constantly tlie case in melancholy accidents, and pretentlin<p 
that all Judea was overthrown; upon this supposal, therefore, 
that they should easily get a land that was destitute of inhahitanls 
into their }>t)wer, they first sacrificed those ambassadors who wen; 
come to them from the Jews, and then marched into Jiuha 
iniiiieiliately. Now the Jewish nation w’ere affrighted at this 
invasion, and quite dispirited at the greatness of their calamities 
one after another; whom yet Herod gut together, aiul eiuleavour- 
od to persuatle them to defend themselves liy tlie following speed) 
which he made to them. 

4. The present dread you are iiiuler, seems to me to have 
seized upon you very unreasonahly. It is true, you might 
justly be dismayed at that providential chastisement whieh 
‘‘ hath befallen yon; but to snfler yourselves to be equally lerri- 
“ fied at the invasion of men, is unmanly As for myself, I am >o 
far from being affrighted at our enemies after this cartlujimkr, 
that I imagine that God hath therebv laid a bait for the Ara- 
bians, that we may be avenged on them, for their present 
invasion ])roceeds inoie from our accidental misfortunes 
‘‘ that they have any great de))eiidance on their weapoie, ei 
their own fitness tor action. Now that hope which dej^eiuls 
“ not on ineifs own power, but on other’s ill success, is a vm 
ticklish thing: for there is no certainty among men, eillar 
in their bad or good fortunes; but we may easily observe 

• This W'vcnlli year of the reign of IKrott [from the onujuest, or (hMti'M'f An- 
tigonu-s] with the great warth«jiiakc in tljc beginning of the ^auic 
here fuily implied lv» be nol nnuti before the tight at Actium, between ()cta\i’e 
and Amony, and H-hirli is ki.-i- er, fr'mi the llonian his?ori;«ns lo have been m t it 
beginning tif .Sej temlur, in t'-e 't year before the ( hri-tian era, deteimine^ ta 
chronology of Joseplms as to the reign of Ileiod, } iz. that he began in tlu* year v.. 
lx*yond ratii/.i.il contradii t/oo. Nor i:, it rpiile unw'orthy of our notice, tlial 
seventh year of the reign of llero^i or tlie fllst before the Christian era, 
the latter part of a Sii b’.ratir yen, on which Sabbatic year, therefore, it ^ “ 

gii it earthipjake hapjKTied in Judea. 
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that fortune is mutable, and goes from one side to anotlicr*, 
and this you may readily learn from examples among our- 
4* cclvcs ; for when you were once victors in the former fights, 
your enemies overcame you at la.st; and very likely it will 
“ now happen so, that these who think themselves sure of beat- 
(4 jug yon, will themselves be beaten. For, when men are very 
eonfident, they are not upon their guard, while fear teaches 
jiicn to act with caution ; insomuch, that I venture to prove 
“ rrom your very timorousness, tliat you ought to take courage: 

for when you were more bold than you ought to have been, 

“ and than 1 would have had you, and marched on, Athenio’s 
treachery took j)lace ; but your present slowness anti seeming 
“ dejection of mind, is to me a j)ledge and assurance of victory. 
‘‘And indeed it is pro))er beforehand to be thus provident; 

“ l)ul wlien we come to action, wc ought to erect our minds, 

“ and to make our enemies, be they ever so wicked, believe, 
that neither any human, no, nor any provitlential inisfor- 
lane, can ever depress the courage of the Jews while they 
“are alive; nor will any of them ever overlo(»k an Arabian, 

“ or suffer such a one to become lord of his good things, whom 
“ he has in a manner taken captive, and that at many limes also. 

“ And do not you disturb yourselves at the (juaking of inani- 
“ mate creatun‘s, nor do you imagine that this cartlujuakc is 
‘ another sign of another calamity ; for such affections of the 
“ elements are according to the course of nature, nor does it 
- imjmrt any thing farther to men, than what mischief it does 
• immediately of itself. Perhaps there may come some short 
‘•sign bel’orehand in the case of pestilences, and famines, and 
“ earlhcjuakes ; but these calamities themselves liave their 
“ force limited by themselves, [without foreboding any other 
‘‘ calamity.] And indeed what greater mischief can the war, 
“ though it should be a violent one, do to ns, than tlie earth- 
(juake lias done ? Nay, there is a signal of* (uir enemies’ de- 
“ struction visi’ole, and tliat a very great one also; and this is 
‘‘ not a natural one, nor derived ln>m the hanil of foreigner^ 
‘•neither, but it is this, that they have I arbarously murdered 
“ our ambassadors, contrary to the common law oi' mankind : 
‘‘and they have destroyed .so many, as if they esleemeil them 
‘‘ siu ritices for (ukI, in relation to this war. Put they will 
not avoid his great eye, nor his invincible right hand ; and we 
“ shall he'rcv(‘nged of them presently, in case we still retain 
‘'any of the courage of onr forefathers, and rise up boldly to 
“ juinish these covenant breakers. Let every one tlu reibre go 
‘on and fight, not so much for his wile or his children, or tor 
“ the dangt r liis country is in, as tt;r these ambassadors c)f ours; 
“those dead ambassadors will coiulucl this war of ours belter 
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“ than we ourselves who are alive. And if you will be ruird 

by me, I will myself go before you into danger ; for you 

know this well enough, that your courage is irresistible, unk<5s 

you hurt yourselves by acting rashly.”’^ 

5. When Herod had encouraged them by this speech, aiulln. 
saw with what alacrity they >vcnt, he offered sacrilice to God 
and after that sacrilice, he passed over the river Jordan with 1,|\ 
army, and pitched his camp about Philadelphia; near the enemv. 
and about a fortification that lay between them. He then slioi 
at them at a distance, and was desirous to come to an eiigii^M, 
ment presently ; for some of them had been sent beforehand i,, 
seize upon that fortification : but tlie king sent some who im. 
mediately beat them out of the fortification, while he hinr ji 
went ill the forefront of the army, which he put in battle anav 
every day, and invited the Arabians to fight. But as iioiu: (!: 
them came out of their camp, for they were in a terrible fri<:di!. 
and their general, Plthimus, was not able to say a word for U-dy: 
so Herod came upon tlicm, and pulle<l tlieir fortification to piuv . 
by which means they were coinpelletl to come out to ii.Jj;. 
whicli tliey did in disorder, and so that the lioi semen mul lei !- 
men were mixed together. They were indeed siijjerior to ili, 
Jews ill number, but interior as to their alacrity, altliough llii\ 
were obliged to expose themselves to danger by their very ciev 
pair of victory, 

6. Now while they made opposition, they had not a 

number slain ; but as soon as they turned their backs, a 
many were trodden to pieces by the Jews, and a great iiinnv iv 
themselves, and so perished, till five thousand were fallen (!; v! 
dead in llieir flight, while llio rest of the multitiule pivvu'J.(! 
their immediate death, by crowding into the Ibrtiiiealivai. 1;!- 
rod encompassed these round, and besieged them; and whil-ilK’ 
werei reaely to be taken l)y their enemies in arms; kd 
another additional eliatress upon them, v;hieh was ihiiM. aaul'u. i;: 
of water ; lor the king was ;d)ove hearkening to their aia! .;i- 
dors, [ind Avheii they oflered five hnndied talents, as llie i^av 
of their redemption. Ire pre-'^sed still harder u|am llieiii. > 

they were l)nint iij) by their thirst, they ea.me out and \e!nii- 
tiirily delivered lliemsidves up by mnltiuides to ihe^ .K us, tal n; 
live day*.’ time lour thou and of them w\ie pul into bonds; aiui 
on the sixth day the* i miiiuide that weie le ft eh ; jaiiied (^1 .eniup 
themselves, and* eaine <e.j to '' hh these Herod loughs* J.iai 

• 'J l.is <^f 1% (Oil's 1, s-.. tv.ici- Iv J lure a;i(l Ani rj. 

ih. \. ■ -.'f. Vo!. II. !<' i’.Jf vtrv sirnc pof but l>y im ::i. ,;iu in tiif '.ui.r 

nnIii.'C. it .'nn'e'tr^, tl.i* svi' • Ilo'-A.*., t.-vil tlie «.uimK)suioii Jt 
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slew again about seven thousand, iusomucli, that he piini- l.ed 
;\r:ihia so severely, and so liir extinguished the s})irits of ilie 
jiieii, that he was chosen by the nation lor their ruler. 


CHAP. XX. 


llcrod is confirmed in his Lingdom by Qvsar^ and. cultivates a 
J'ricndship loith the emperor hij maipiifcent presents ; vchile 
Cicsar returns his kindness by bestoxciin^ on him that part of 
his kingdom xehich had been taken axiay from it ip Cieopalra^ 
xvith the addition of Zmiodom^ counlrp also. 

j 1. Eu' r now I lerod was under immediate concern about 
.1 most imi)ortant aflair, on account of his friendship with An- 
to!iv, who was already ovcrcoJiie at Actium by Cmsar ; yet lie 
AViis nK)re alraiil than hurt; fur Ciesar did not think he had 
(juite undone Antony while Herod continued his assistance to 
iiim. Idowever, the king resolved to ex|)osc himself to dan- 
o'crs : accordingly he sailed to Rhodes, where (kesar then abode, 
;ijj(l cajue to him without his diaiiem, and in the habit and ap- 
j)L‘araiic'e of a ])rivate person, but in his behaviour as a king. tSo 
lie coiice-ded nothing of llie truth, i)ut spoke thus bel’ore his 
ihee, () Ciesar, as 1 was made king of the Jews by Antony, 
so do I profess that I have used my royal authoi ily in the best 
‘‘ jnaJiiu'i’, and entirely for his advariti’ge; nen* vill 1 conci ad 
“ this farther, that thou hadst certainly lound me i]i arms, an.d 
•‘an inseparable companion of his, had not the Arabians hui- 
’• ilerctl me*. .However, i sent him as many mixiilaries as I 
was abf , and many ten thousand [coii] el’ cenn. ^o\y, iii- 
"deed, 1 ilid not desert my beiielactur alter the bU)\v llial was 
'• ,'fiven him at Actium ; but I gave him the best advii o 1 was 
iil)l« , when 1 was no longer al)le to as.-.ist him in the w.ir; mid 
i te)id him that there was bait one way of recovering his ailairs, 
"and that was to kill C'leopatra ; ami 1 promised him. that il’ 
'• she were once dead, 1 would cJloiil him money and walls lor 
liis security, with an army and inyseli to as>isl him in hu 
‘•war against thee: luit his alleetiuiis for Cleo})aira stoppr-d his 
irr , as did Clod himself also, who luith bestowed ibegovcin- 
meat on thee. i own mysell als(> to be oviueome li>ge\lier with 
laiii, and with his last fortune 1 have laid asiile my d!aiK.rii. 
“ and am ^‘ome Inthi r to thee, having mv lu pv s td’ sedely in thy 
" virtue; and ! ilesire that thou will first consider how i'ailhlul 
‘‘ il liiend, and not whose friend, 1 havi‘ beuif’ 

Cdesar replied to him llnm: “• .Nav, thou .''ball r.cd mily be 
insahly, but shall Ix' a king: ami llml more iiimly than thon 
’'Hit belore ; for thou ail w( itliv t<» irign v'nu’ a [\\\vd many 
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** subjects, by reason of the fastness of thy friendsliip : and 
“ do thou endeavour to be equally constant in thy friendship to 
me, upon my good success, which is what I depend upon liorn 
the generosity of tliy disposition. However, Antony hath 
done well in preferring Cleopatra to thee; for by this means 
we have gained thee by her madness, and thus thou hast be- 
‘‘ gun to be my friend before I began to be thine ; on wliich ac- 
count Quintus Dediiis hath written to me that thou sentest 
him assistance against the gladiators. I do llierefore assure 
“ thee, that I will confirm the kingdom to thee by decree: I 
‘‘ shall also endeavour to do thee some farther kindness hcre- 
after, that thou mayest find no loss in the w'ant of Antony.’^ 
3. When Cmsar luul spoken such obliging things to the king, 
and had put the diadem again about his head, he proclaimed wiiat 
he had bestowed on him by a decree, in which he enlarged in 
the coinmendation of the man after a magnificent manner. 
Whereupon Herod obliged him to bo kind to him by the presents 
he gave him, and he desired him to forgive Alexander, one ef 
Antony’s friends, who was become a supplicant to him. But 
Ca}sar’s anger against him prevailed, and he complained of the 
many and very great offences (he man whom he petitioned i’ui 
liad been guilty of ; and by what means he rejected his petition. 
After this, Ca'sar wojit from Kgypt through Syria, when llemd 
l eccived him with royal and rich entertainments ; and tlu n did 
he first of all ride ah>ng with Ca\sar, as he was rev iewing liis 
army about Ptoleinais; and huisted him w ith all his friends, and 
then distributed among the rest of the army what was mrosiry 
to least them withal. He also ina(h* a |)lentifnl provision ul 
water for tliein, when they wert; to inarch as far a«) Beliisiiiii) 
through a drv comUrv, w hich he did also in like maniu r at tlicir 
return thence: nor were there anv necessaries wanting to tliat 
army. It was thereh)re the opinion, both of Cicsar and oi ln^ 
soldiers, that Herod’s kingdom was too small i'or those gene^()ll^ 
presents he made ihein ; for w hieh reason, w hen C\-i‘sar was eoiuu 
into Egypt, and Cleojiatra and Antony were (had, lu* di<l 
only bestow other marks of honour upon him, but made an ad- 
dition to his kingdom, by giving him, not only the conntiy wliidi 
liad been taken iiom him liy Cleopatra, but besides that, (eida- 
ra, and IJinpos, and Samaria; and inoi'eover, of the niaritiiii'^* 
citie^s, * Ca/a, and Aiubedon, and Joppii, and Strain’s lower. 

• Since .fo ephus, botli 1: >rt, i:i his Antiq. IJ. XV cli. vii. sect. .‘5. Vol. H- 
reckons (iazj, \^llictl been a fn v cify, arnon^ ihec.’lits given Iteiofl hy 
tus, aiifl yet ii .plies that Ileio.t tiad made ( 'ostoh.iriis a governor ot' it iK-toiv, 

15. XV. ell. \ii. sect. a. Ilarduin 11 .* sonic pn-!eiue /or saying that .lo^eplius Ihil* 
( ontrad'CUvi himself. Hut perhaps Herod tlioughl he had suDiclenl antlmiity to j yl 
.a veriior into Ciaza, afier he made leliarch or king, in limes cl’ "ar, eie 
city was tiil.v.fcfl into hii fiainls hy AMgusins. 
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lie also made him a present of four hundred Galls [Galatians] 
ns a guard for his body, which they had been to Cleopatra be- 
fore. Nor did any thing so strongly induce Caesar to make 
these presents as the generosity of him that received them, 

4. Moreover, after the first games at Actiuin, he added to his 
kingdom both the region called Trachonitu^ and what lay in its 
neighbourhood, Batanea, and the country of Auranitis : and that 
oil the following occasion : Zenodorus, who hat! hired the house 
of Lys.inias, had all along sent robbers out of Trachonitis among 
tlic Damascenes; who thereupon had recourse to Varro, the 
president of Syria, and desired of him that he would represent the 
calamity they w’ere in to Caesar ; when Caesar was acejuainted 
^vitli it, he sent back orders that this nest of robbers should be 
destroyed. Varro therefore made an expedition against them, 
and cleared the land of those men, and took it away from Zeno- 
(loriis. Cavsar did also afterward bestow it on Herod, that it 
might not again become a receptacle for those robbers that had 
'OHIO against Damascus, He also made him procurator of all 
nria, and this on the tenth year afterward when he came 
gain into that province ; and this was so established, that the 
)ther procurators could not do any thing in the administration 
vilhoiit his advice ; but when Zenodorus was (haul, Ca;‘sar be- 
lowed on him all that land which lay between Trachonitis and 
lalilce. Yet what was still of more conseciuence to Herod, he 
vas beloved by Ca'sar next after Agrippa, and by Agrippa next 
iflor Ca'sar ; whence he arrived at a very great degr(*e ol‘ feli- 
■ity. Yet did the greatness of his soul exceed it, and the main 
)art of his magnanimity was extended to the promotion of 
ncty. 

CHAP. XXI. 

Of ///<’ [(rmplr and ] cities that 'arre built by Ilcrud^ and crerfid 
Jruni i/ic vrn/ Jhundutions ; as also^ of those other edi/iccs that 
iccrc erected by him : and 'ivhat magni/iccnce he shoxeed to ji)- 
n'i}j;ners ; and hoxv fortune xvus in all things favourable to him, 

§ ]. iVceoHDiNOLY, in the sixteenth year of his reign, Herod 
rebuilt the leni[)le, and encompassed a piece of land about it 
^vitli a wall, which land was twice as large as that before enclos- 
ol. M he expenses he laid out upon it were vastly large; 
i^iul the liches about it were also unspeakable. A sign of 
^vliicli you have in the great cloisters that were erected about 
^lic ieiu])lc and * the citadel which was on its north side. The 

this fi)rt was first tmilt, ns it is suproscit, by John llyrcnnus, sec Prid. 
J t K. 007^ railed the tower or citadel. It was afterwards ic- 

h with great improvements, by Ilonxh umler the government of Antonias, 



310 


WARS OF THK JEWS. 


cloisters lie built from the foundation, but the citadel he repaint 
at a vast expense, nor was it other than a royiil palace, 
he called Anlonia^ in lionour of Antony. He also built liiinsdt' 
a palace in the upper city, containing two very large and 
beautiful apartments ; to which the holy house itself could 
be compared [in largeness.] The one apartment he luuiicd 
Cccsareum^ and the other he named uigrippium^ from his [tw^^ 
great] friends. 

2. Yet dill he not preserve their memory by particuljir build, 
ing.s onlV} with their names given them, but his generosity ]]{ 
as far as entire cities; for when he had built a most beautillii 
wall round a country in Samaria, twenty furlongs long, and Ii.kI 
brought six thousand inhabitants into it, and had allotted to it 
a most fruitful })ieee of land, and in the midst of this city, ilms 
built, had erected a very large temple to C^iesar, ami luul 
roinid about it a jiortion of sacred laud of tiirce furlongs and ;l 
half, he called the city St‘basli\ from Sebastns or Angiisius, j.j^d 
settled the alfairs of the city" after a most regular manner. 

3. And when Caesar had further bestowed ii[)on him anotlioi* 
additional country, he built there also a tcmj)le of white marble, 
hard bv the fountains of Jordan : the j)iace is called Panimn, 
where is a loj) of a mountain that Is raised to an inmuaise lieinlit, 
and at its side, benea.th, or at its bottom, a dark cave ()])i ns ii- 
scif; witliin v,hich there, is a horrible piecij^ice, that demean;!-, 
abrujnlv to a vast depth ; it contains a mighty (jiiaiuity of wMUr, 
which is immoveable; and Vvln u any body lets down any tliiiii.:’ 
to niLasure tin! (lej)th of tlie earth benea.lli tin! water, no k iiyd': 
of cord is sullieient to reach it. Now (he Ibuntains of Jeid::;; 
rise at the roots oi this cavity onluardly ; ami, a^ 

this is the nlniO'>t origin of Jonlan : but wt' >iiall sptak of ti' .l 
matter more acciiratelv in our Ibllewing history. 

1-. Ihit the king erected otlu-r places at .lericho, als(>, litiwro, 
the eitadi I C’vpros ami the. ibrnna' place, such as were IntK: 
and more nseuil than tin; tbrnier lor liaveliers, ami naiiu d l! or. 
Ij'oin the ;;a;m; I’riemls oi'lii^. To sav ail at once, tiii-i'c w;is re; 
e.iiV place oi’ in ; kingdom f'.‘ Iba* tlie pinpoa*, that was per;aii'.-«l 
to l)e w iilioul soi;n:what that was for C’a sar’s honour, and ^ irii 
he had filled his own countrv with temples, in; jamred lb' 
idee plentiful maj'ks of his esteem into liis provinces, and 
j.na’jy' cities wljich In: caji> tl (Wyan/zs, 

And when lu’ ob^erv-. il that there was a cily by the sc;e.Kl'’- 
tiu.t \.'ai iiiiicli th caved :yis U viue was Strain’s ’Power,) but that 

.e; i u--'- Ti.r!i*(! iUitii Ui;:' i-tr 'J' .ii-.'f ■ rTnl tl..; liiM* 

U;;nt ti..- i /u* . to li.iM* , at I.i t liaud fo it. Aal 'j. 1* ' ^ 

V. I. in. ortt..' u.ir, "J. I. .Ii. iii. l. it U- (;n the nonh-v.cs 

ui '.hi; .v jjj'!.', ;i.. ! a.: •• fjiiaC.r a. lai'gv. 
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the place, by the happiness of its situation, was capable of great 
inYirovemcnts from his libcM’ality, he rebuilt it all with white 
stone, and adorned it with several most splendid palaces, wlierein 
he especially demonstrated his magnanimity : for the case was 
that all the seashore between Dora and Jo})pa, in the mid- 
dle, between which this city is situated, had no good haven, in- 
sotinich that every one that sailed from Phenicia I’or Egypt was 
obliged to lie in the stormy sea, by reason of the south wind tliat 
threatened them ; which wind, if it blow but a little fresh, such 
vast waves are raised, and dash upon the rocks, that upon their 
retreat, the sea is in a great ferment for a long way. But the 
king, hy the expenses he was at, and the liberal disposal of them, 
overcame nature, and built a haven larger than was the Pyrec- 
iiin * [at Athens ;] and in the other retirements of the water he 
built other deep stations [for the shi}>s also.] 

6. Now although the jdacc where he built was greatly oppo- 
site to his purposes, yet did he so fully struggle with tliat dillicul- 
IV, that the lirinness of his building could not easily be coiKjiier- 
cd by the sea ; and the beauty and ornament of the works was 
Mich, as though he liad not had any dilficulty in tlie operation ; 
lor when he had measured out as large a space as we have bclbre 
niontioncil, he let down stones into twenty fathom water, the great- 
est part of which were lilty feet in lengtii, and nine in depth, and 
ten in breadth, and some still larger. But when the liaveii was 
lillod up to that depth, he enlarged that wall which was thus al- 
ready extant above the sea, till it was two hundred feet wide 
one hundred of whicli had buildings before it, in i>rder to break 
the force of the waves, wlience it was called rrucuvuUiu^ or the 
first breaker of the waves ; but the rest of the space was under 
;i .>touc wall that ran round it. On this wall were very large 
towers, the jnincijial and most bcaulifiil of whicli was called 
Dnisii/w, from Drusiis, wlio was son-in-law^ to Caesar. 

7. There w ere also a great mnnber of arclies, wlierc the mari- 
ners dwelt ; and all the places before them round about was a 
huge valle}', or w alk, for a <jiiay [or landing jilace] to lliose that 
came on shore ; but the entrance was on the north, because the 
north w ind was tlicre the most gentle of all the winds. At the 
nioutli of the liaven were on each side three great Colossi, sup- 
ported by pillars, where those C'olossi that are on your left hand 
as you sail into the port, are sujijiortcd by a solid tower, but 


' lliat .Tosopluis spctiks truth, whci. he assures iis that the havi n of this C’tesarca 
"as tiiiule hy IK teal iiut less, nay lather larger, thau that fau-ous liaven at Athens 
“ osllcd ///(? will appear, s:iys Dean AUhieh, to hint ^iho compares the 

< ^‘hpiions of iliat at Athens in Thucytiiclt ‘ and Fausanias, with this of ('a-sarea in 
O-K^lihus hero, and in the Antiq. 11. XV. ch. i^. sect. vol. 11. and H. XVII. 
’X- sut. 1. vol. 111. 

'■^>1 . III . 


R li 
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those on the liglit haiul are supported by two upright stoi^ 
joined together, which stones were larger than that towei vvlj|\. 
was on the otlicr side of the entrance. Now there were coi 
tinual edifices joined to the haven, which were also theiusclvt 
of white stone; and to this haven did the narrow streets of [\, 
city lead, and were built at equal distances one from aiiotjjt j 
And over against the mouth of the haven, upon an elevatioD 
there was a temple for Caesar, which was excellent both in beiuui 
and largeness ; aiul therein was a Colossus of Cmsar, not lo ■ 
than tliat of Jupiter Olympius, which it was made to reseiiibj 
The other Colossus of Rome was equal to that of Juno at 
So he dedicated the city to the province, and the haven to ^ii 
sailors there, but the honour of the building he ascribed 
* Cmsar, and named it Ciesarea accordingly. 

8. He also built the other edifices, the amphitheatre, and thea- 
tre, and market-])Iace, in a manner agreeable to that deiiomm.j. 
tion ; and appointed games every fifth year, and called them in 
like manner, C(rsar\s Games ; and he first liimsdl reposed the 
largess prizes upon the huiuked ninety-second Olympiad ; in vvlik.}| 
not only the victors themselves, but those that came next to (Iild 
and even those that came in (he third ))lace, were pai takers d 
his royal bounty. He also rebuilt Anthedon, a city that lav on 
the coast, and had been demolished in the wars, and nauiai it 
Agrippinm. Moreover, ho had so very great a kindness for 
his friend Agrippa, that he had his name engraven upon that 
gate which he had himself erected in the lemjile. 

9. Herod was also a lover of his i’alher, if any other per, sen 
ever was so; Ibr he liiadc a inomuneiit lor his fallur, even ikx 
city which he built in llie finest plain that was in his kinj^di 
and V liicli had rivers and trees in abundance, and nmno 
Anlipatris. He also built a wall about a citadel that lav abi 
Jerieiio, and was a very strong and very fine buildirig, mul (!u!;- 
cated it to his mother, and called it Cj/pros. Moreover, ho iliiii- 
cated a tower that was at Jerusalem, anil called it by the 

of his brother Pliasaelus, whose structure, largeness, and 
nificence, wc shall describe hereafter. He also built aiioilKr 
city in the valley that leads nortiiward from Jericho, ami naiiud 
it Phasaelis, 

10. And as he transmitted to eternity his family ami frieiul;, 
so did lie not negleei a memorial for liimself, but built a Inrny"’ 
upon a mountain towards Arabia, and named it from 

• l»iiilt!inf»8 of by ili*- nauu; of C.rvar, niul institution of sou-o n 

In lioJioor «)r Augustu-. ( a.-ar. a Ihti*. anti in it»f A rjtl<;uitifs, iclatcti ot 
Jott'P’tms, iIjc Honiar. hj-toii;ii a(u->T ti>, a-, tilings tlur frujucnt in t!ic | r<oimo 
IJ.-it as Iloan Aldritb on this clui|it4'r. 

I '/ h.-rc svfre two :ities, or citatii’Is, callul IIcuHi uni'i, in Jmlra, anJ U* ’ 
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licvodium ; and he called that hill thi;t was the shape of a 
breast, and was sixty furlongs distant from Jerusalem, 
l)y the same name. He also bestowed much curious art upon 
it, with great ambition, and built round towers all about the top 
il, and filled up the remaining space with the most costly pa- 
liicos round about, insomuch, that not only the sight of the in- 
ner apartments was splendid but great wealth was laid out on 
the outward walls, and partitions, and roofs also. Besides this, 
he brought a mighty cjuantity of water from a great distance, 
uiul at vast charges, and raised an ascent to it of two hundred 
steps of the whitest marble, for the hill w'as itself moderately 
liioh, and entirely factitious. He also built other palaces about 
liie roots of the hill, suflicient to receive the furniture that was 
put into them, with his friends also; insomuch, that on account 
of its containing all necessaries, the fortress might seem to be a 
city, bill, by the bounds it had, a palace only. 

11. And when he had built so much, he sliow'cd tlic greatness 
of his soul to no small number of foreign cities. He built 
jilaccs for exercise at Tripoli, and Damascus, and Ptolemais ; he 
built a wall about Byblus, as also large rooms, and cloisters, 
and temples, and market places at Berytus and Tyre, with 
theatres at Sidon and Damascus. He also built acpicducts for 
those Laodieeans wdio have lived by the seaside; and for those 
of Ascaloii he built baths and costly fountains, as also cloisters 
round a court that were admirable, both for their workman- 
shij) and largeness. IMoreover, he dedicated groves and meadows 
to some people; nay, not a few cities there were who bad lands 
of Iiis donation, as if they w ere parts of bis own kingdom. He 
ako bestowed annual revenues, and those for ever also, on the 
sutllements fur exercises, and appointed for them, as well as for 
iho people of Cos, that such rewards should never be wanting. 
Ho also gave corn to all such as wanted it, and conferred upon 
Kiiodi s large sums of money for building ships, r.nd this he did 
in many places, and frequently also. And when Apollo’s 
temple had been burnt down, he rebuilt it at bis own charges, 
after a better manner than it was before. AVhat need I speak 
of the presents be made to the Lyceans and Samnians ? or of his 
t>reat liberality through all Ionia ? and that according to every 
body s wants of them. And arc not the Athenians, and Lace- 
Jemoniiins, and Nieojuditans, and that Pergamus which is in 
Mysia, ini} of donations that Herod presented them witlial ? And 

l>y JjNi-uluK, r.ot only Iktc, Init Anliq. U. XIV. i1k \lii. sect. f). IC W. cl\. 

MCI. U. vol. II. Ofthe'Wnr, 15. 1. ch. \jil. seer..'. V. 111. ch. lii. mcI. ,S. 
of liit'in ^v:»s '..'(X), rnul llu* other no a .u;t (V im One of 

j; ''n IS mentioned by I’liny, IliM. Nat, 15. V. e!i. mv. as LVan AUli.vIi ooaK.vc* 
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as for that large open place belonging to Antioch in Syria, djj 
not he pave it with polished marble, though it were twenty ftn, 
longs long ? and this when it was shunned by all men before 
because it was lull of dirt and filthiness, when he besides adorn! 
ed the same place with a cloister of the same length. 

12. It is true, a man may say, these were favours peculiar to 
those pvirticular places, on which he bestowed his benelits ; 
then what fiivours he bestowed on the Eleans was a donation no^ 
only in common to all Greece, but to all the habitable earth, as 
far as the glory of the Olympic games reached. For when 
perceived that they w'ere come to nothing, for want of iiiuiu v 
and that the only remains of ancient Greece were in a iiiannei’ 
gone, he not only became one of the combatants in that return 
of the fifth-year games, which in his sailing to Home he linp. 
pened to be present at, but he settled upon them revenues of 
money for perpetuity, insomuch, that his memorial as a com- 
batant there can never lail. It would be an infinite task if I 
sliould go over his payments of people’s debts, or tributes, for 
them, as he cased the people of Phasaelus, of Batanca, and of 
the small cities about Cilicia, of those annual pensions they Ihs 
fore paid. However, the fear he was in much disturbed die 
greatness of his soul, lest he should be ex])()scd to envv, or 
seem to hunt after greater things than he ought, while, he be- 
stowed more liberal gifts upon the cities, than did their own- 
ers themselves. 

13. Now Herod had a body suited to his soid, and was 
ever a most excellent hunter, where he generally had good .suc- 
cess, by the means of his great skill in riding horses ; for in om: 
day he caught forty wild beasts ; that country breeds also 
heai-s and the greatest part of it is replenished with .slags, ami 
wild asses. He was also sucli a warrim- as could not be with- 
stood : many men therefore there are who have stood ainaml.'it 
his readiness in hi.s exercises, when they .saw him throw llic 
javelin directly forward, and to shoot the arrow upon the luark. 
And thin besides these performances of his, depending on hi^ 
ow'ji strength of mind and body, lorUine was also vei v lavoiir- 
able to him ; fur he seldom failed of success in his wars; ami 
when he failed, he was not himself the occasion of such lailings 
but he either was betrayed by some, or tlie rashue.ss ot his own 
M)ldiers procured Ids d feat. 

* l wems to bi- .1 '•mal! n f, ('< i, the (S'pies (K-jcribo "'I'l 

wbivli utTC Imiitcd in a c€tt«nn I'yunuy l-y llcru^l, witl.out naming any caui.iry 
?U nil. 
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CHAP. XXII 

fhe murder of Aristobulus and Hyrcanus^ the high priests^ a% 
also (f Mariamne the queen, 

^ 1. However, fortune was avenged on Herod in his 
eternal great successes, by raising liiin up domestic troubles, 
and lie began to liave wild disorders in his family on account of 
liis wife, of wdiom he was so very fond. For when he came to 
tiio government, he s^ent away her whom be had before married, 
when he was a private person, and who was born at Jerusalem, 
whose name was Doris^ and married Mariamne, the daughter 
of Alexander, the son of Aristobulus; on whose account distur- 
bances arose in his family, and that in part very soon, but chiefly 
after his return from Rome. For first of all, he expelled 
Anlipatei the son of Doris, for the sake of his .sons by Mariamne, 
out of the city, and permitted liiin to come thither at no odier 
times than at the festivals. After this he slew his wife's grand- 
falher, Hyreanus, when he w'as returned out of Partliia to 
him, under this pretence, that he suspected liiin of jiloUing 
a^rainsl him. Now this llyrcaiuis had been carried captive to 
bar/aj)harnes, when he overran Syria ; but those of his own 
country beyond Euphrates were desirous he would stay with 
ihem, and this out of the commiseration they had for his condi- 
linn ; and had he complied with their dcsire.s when they exhort- 
cd him not to go over the river to Herod, he had not perished, 
but the marriage of his granddaughter [to Herod] was his tempt- 
ation ; foi as he relied upon him, and was over fond of his own 
(uimtry, he came back to it. Herod's j^rovocation w'a.s this, 
not that Ilyrcamis made any attempt to gain the kingdom, but 
that it was litter for him to be their king than for Herod. 

2. Now of the five children which Herod had by Mariamne, 
two of them were dauglitcrs, and three were sons; and the young- 
est of these sons was educated at Rome, and there died ; but the 
two eldest he treated as those of royal blood, on account of the 
nobility of their mother, and because they were not born till lie 
was king. But then wlint was stronger than all ibis, was the 
love that he bore to Mariamne, and which inflamed him every 
day to a great degree, and so far conspired with the other mo- 
tives, tliat Jie felt no otlicr troubles on account of her he loved 
so entirely. But Mariaiiine’.s hatred to him was not inferior to 
Ins love to her. She had indeed bi't too ju.st a cause of indigna- 
tion, from wliatnchad done, while her boldness proceeded fn in 
Ills cinidion to her; yo she oj)cnly repnmelR'd him with whwi he 
kul (lone to her grandfather Hyi'camis, and to her brotlier 
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Aristobuliis ; for lie had not spared this Aristobulus, though h 
were but a child, for when he had given him the liigh 
hood at the age of seventeen, he slew liini quickly after he \va 
conferred that dignity upon him; but when Aristobulus had pn 
on the holy vestments, and had approached to the altar, at a ihsti 
val, the multitude, in great crowds, fell into tears ; wliereupou tli 
cliild was sent by night to Jericho, and was there dij)pe(l h 
the Galls, at Herod’s command, in a pool till he was drowned' 
3, For these reasons Marianme reproached Herod, and hi 
sister and mother, alter a most contumelious manner, while In 
was dumb on account ol his alfcction for her; yei had tlie wo 
men great indignation at her, and raised a calumny againct her 
that slic w as false to his bed : which thing they thouglit uios 
likely to move Herod to anger. Tlicy also contrived to haw 
many other circumstances believed, in order to make the thinj 
more eredible, and accused her of having sent hei picture inti 
Egypt to Antony, and that her Inst was so extravagant, as to liav{ 
thus showed herself, though she was absent, to a man that rai 
mad after women, and to a man that had it in his power to ust 
violence to her. This charge fell like a thunderbolt upon IJe 
rod, and jnit him into disorder; and that especially, beenuse lii' 
lt)vo to iicr occasioned him to be jealous, and because he con- 
sidered with himst'lf that Cleopatra was a shrewd woman, aia! 
that on her accouiit Lysanias the king was taken olll r. > well r.j 
Malichus the Arabian : for his fear did not only extend to the 
dissolving of his marriage, hut to the danger ot his lile. 

4. when tliereforo ho was ;il)ont to take a journey ahroafi, 
he committed Ins w il'e to J(^s('pli, his sister Salome’s hushaiui, as 
to one who would he faithliil to him, and bore him good-will on 
account of their kindred; he al.^o gave him a secret injunction, 
that if Antony slew him, he w'ould slay her. Hut .fose|»h, witli- 
ont any ill ch sign, and only in order to demonstrate the kings 
love to his wile, how lie couhl not bear to think of bt‘ing separa- 
ted IVum her, even by death itself, discovered this giaiul se- 
cret to her; nj)on which, wlnai Herod was come back, and as 
they talked togetlier, confirmed liis love to her by many eatn^, 
and assiii’ed her that lie had never such an alleel ion for any olher 
woman as he had Ibr her. “ ** Yes, says she, thou didst to be 

sure, (lemonslrate thy love t(» me by the injunctions tliou 
gavest Joseph, wln^r. tlioii <*cmmand<(l him to kill me.” 

5. W'licn he lieaid nn.t this graml secret was disovered, lie 

• rirre i ' * Mu'ra defect, or n prit inist^.ke m .Tiiscplies* present copies, or n c- 

rnory, (.,r ’.unne did ii(;t row n proacii IIer«;«l with this los first iojiiriClioO 
J<»*^«ph t*) kiii her, if lie hiins4*if w r- , a i) hy Ant"i;y, luit that lie h.id ^pven the 
roTTirnand a M'cond tiii.e to S* heiriw. a! o, wlnn he was afra d of 
Anti^p n. XV. clu iii. wtt, .5. vol I]., tSc. 
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0 ^ like a cV\stYactei\ nvau, and said, tliat Joscpli would llCVCr liaVC 
jiscloscd Unit injunction of bis, unless he Inid (Icbauclied Uqw 
[lis passion also nuvde him stark mad, and leaping out of his bed, 
le ran about the palace after a wild nuinner; at which time liis 
jjjjter Salome took the opportunity also to blast her reputation, 
ijid confirmed his suspicion about Joseph ; whereupon out of his 
liigovernable jealousy and rage, he commanded both of them to 
je slain immediately ; but as soon as ever his passion was over, he 
lepcntcd of what he had done, and as soon as his anger was worn 
jlf, his affections were kindled again. And, indeed, the flame 
)f his desires for her was so ardent, that he could not think 
Cue was dead, but would appear under his disortler.s to sjieak 
to her as if she were still alive, till he were better instructed 
[)y time, when his grief and trouble, now she was dead, a})peared 
iis great as his affection had been for her while she was living. 


CHAP. XXIII. 


Ciiluinnirs against the sons of Marianvic. Antipatcr is pr(*fer^ 
red before them, 'J-'hep eire accused before Ctcsar^ and Herod 
is reconciled to them, 

^ 1. iN ow Mariamne’s sons were heirs to that lialrcd which 
iiad boon borne their mother, and when tluy considered the 
croalncss of Herod’s crime lowanK her, they v»ere suspicious of 
iiini ;is ol’an enemy of theirs; aiul this first while they were odu- 
catod at Home, but still more when they were returned to 
Judea. This temper of theirs increased upon them, as they 
j^ficw i;[) tv) be men, and when they were eoim^ to an age fit for 
miu riagv, the one of them married their aunt Salome’s daughter, 
wliieh Salome had been the accuser of their mother; the other 
mnn icil the daughter of Archelaus, king of Caj)pad()cia. And 
now i’ncv used boldness in speaking, as well as bore hatred in 
their Jiiinds. Now those that calumnialcd them look a handle 
IVoin such their boldness, and certain of them spoke now more 
plainly to the king that theie were treacherous designs laid against 
hiiuhy holh his sons, and that he who was son-in-law to Arche- 
lulls, relying upon his father-in-law, was preparing to fly away, 
ill order to accuse Herod before Ciesar; and when Herod’s head 
hud boeii long enough filled with these calumnies, lie brought 
Ant'ipateijs ivhom he had bv Doris, into favour again, as a de- 
fence to liim again.st his oilier sons, anil began all tlie v.avs he 
possibly could to prefer him befoi ' lliem. 

2. Hut these sons were not able to bear lliis cliange in their af- 
luirs, but wlien they saw* him that was born ot a mother ot no 
fuuiily, the nobility of their birth made them unable to contain 
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their iiulignation ; but whensoever they were uneasy, they showed 
tlie anger they had at it. And as these sons did day after day 
improve in that their anger, Antipater already exercised all h[s 
own abilities, which were very great, in flattering his father, and 
in contriving many sorts of calumnies against his brethren, while 
he told some stories of them himself, and put it upon other pro. 
per persons to raise other stories against them, till at length he 
entirely cut his brethren ofFfrom all hopes of succeeding to the 
kingdom; tor he was already publicly put into his father^s will 
as his successor. Accordingly, he was sent with royal ornaments 
and other marks of royalty, to Cmsar, excepting the diadem! 
He was also able in time to introduce his mother again into Ma. 
riarnne’s bed. Tlie two sorts of weapons he made use of against 
his brethren, were flattery and calumny, whereby he brought 
matters privately to such a pass, that the king had thouglits of 
putting his sons to death. 

3. So the iiithor drew Alexander as far as Rome, and charged 
him with an attempt of poisoning him before Ctesar. Alexander 
could hardly speak for iamentation, but having a judge that was 
more skilful than Aiitij)atcr, and more wise than Herod, he mo- 
destly avoided laying any imputation upon his father, hut with 
groat strength of reason confuted the calumnies laid agaiii'jt him ; 
and w hen he had demonstrated the innocency of his brother, who 
Wiis in the like danger with himself, he at last bew'aileil the craf- 
tiness of Antipaler, and the disgrace they were under. He w asena- 
bled also to justify himself, not only by a clear conscience, which 
he carried w ith him, but by his elocjiience ; lor he was a shrewd 
man in making speeches. And upon his saying at last, that if 
his father objected this crime to them, it was in his power to put 
ihein to death, he made all the audience w'(*ej); and he brought 
Ciusar to that pass, as to reject the accusations, and to reconcile 
their lather to them immediately. But the conditions of their 
reconciliation were these, that they should in all things be obe- 
dient to their father, and that he should have powxT to leave 
tlie kingdom to which of them he pleased. 

4. After this the king came back fnim Rome, and seeiacil to 
liave forgiven his sons upon these accusations; but still so, that 
he was not without his suspicions of them. They were follow- 
ed by Antijiater, who was the fbuntain-liead of these accusa- 
tions; yet did not he c penly discover his luitred to them, as re- 
vering him that had ivcoiiciled them. But as Herod sailed by 
Cilicia, lie touched at ^ Kh.usa, wdiere Archelaus treated them 


• 'Hiat tilts island KIc-usa, nfttrwrrdn called Scbasle, near Cilicia, liad in il oe 
royal [»a!ricc of this Archelaus, I ^ of Ciippudocia, Stral.o testifie^ H. ^ ^ 

071. Slvpharuu of liyz/uitiuitt aho calls it “an island of Cilioa» whit*h 
“ Sfbaste I'otli wb<i;-,' ti'siiinnnics are |)ertiriently cited bore by Dr. ninls»yn. 
the bjatf* history, Antitj. U. XVI. cli. x. !,o< t 7. vol. 11. 



q^.XX,lU. 119 


jji fin: d»v4i* 

conqjUiw^ 

MstSAia^i at Rwie^ th^ dhoiild 
So he eoiidiicted 

^yriainoifV fpnd^^’ 1 ^ to the value of th^^^lttteiits. 

5v NaiRri .fr^^^ Harlxl was tome to Jertnalem^ ^he 
people-M|gt^ present to .them his tjiree imns), 
them an aoeouut of his abseuee, aud th^kod i^i^ 

(c greail^t said thaiik^ greatly alscs for settliugfais ^hotidte 

f( whoa k was^iinder disturbances^ aOd procured cootoiNd 
<Vam(mg hk 8on% which was of greater consequence than 'the 
kingdom itself and which 1 wiS render still more firm ; for 
Caesar hath put into my power to dispose of die gorernmeittf 
<< and to. appoint my succesnon Aceordingly« in way re- 
quital for his kindness, and in order to provide for mine own 
advantage^ 1 do declare that these three sons of mine idhall 
<< be kings* And, in the first place, I fray for the approbididn 
<< of God to what I am about; and, in the neitt place^ 1 dOidre 
your i^rdbation also. The age of one of them, and theno^ 
“ bilily of the other two^ should procure, them the success^* 
<< Nay» indeed, kingdom is so large, that it may be sufficfont 
more kings. Now do you ke^ those in dieir plnoes 
<< whom C^Dsar hath joined, and their fetfaer hath appointed ; 

and do not you pay undue or unequal respectt to umm, kuit 
« to every one accoraing to the preitgttdve of thdr birdus ; 
he that pays' such respects unduly, will therein imt makb 
him that b hoiioured beyond What 1m ajge reqidrek so 
as he will make him that is ^honoupTed sOrrOwfuL As 
“ kindred and friends that are to converse with then^ I wilHs^ 
“ point them to each of them, aiid will so Con^timte' -diems'^lduiia 
they may be securities for their concord t as well lomwifim 
“ that the ill tempers of those widi^ whom ^y 
produce quarrels and cohtendons among diem $ 
those with whom th^ converse be of good hmipel^ 

“ preserve th^ natural iiiB^ons for one anddier;^ m I 


army, 

for I 


desire, that dot these only, but all the ca^^fns of my 
“ have, for dm present^ their hpp^ * 

‘‘ do iiot gi^ gway'^i^ 

‘‘ them ro^ hpibhrs' / w^hml^ pa 9 s^ dmt 

** they wnrimji^^ the i^eet Of^gair^^ttiut da mers thein- 
^ selve^ but dA Will u^oii 


“myselt 

‘‘watii 





n- I WiB:or , 



, let eve 








“Tii^y Jii^|ti!#i(r) 

at my idflatradtikni^ dM^ ts^iiU^ bB^p«tid><M%y cte mi 
**r«ie«ioiHit. J aat ^ one »y ' «Nfe cl)^dr», an^ 

ff dltf^e l^bid men to pay them great ieit|>eet^'W I know 
f^that aaobfescfartmigant] respects' are the way to Mke djeia 
'W iaamrnitt' ‘ vltedif ewery one that comes near 'ihmn -does but 
*<tnvaih<e thhr-in his imnd, that if he-prowes a good man^ he 
**'ahaU reedve a reward front that if be proves seditious 
M'lua iU intended complaisoice tdiall get him nothing from him 
^lo wbmn it is'sfaown. 1 suppose they wip aU'be cf my side, 

**ehat is rn' my scms’ «de ; for it will be for their advantage that 

** d rcigm and that I be at concord with foem. Bnt do you, 
**^0 my good' children, reflect upon the holiness of nature k- 
^ ad^ by whose means natuni aflbction is presmved, even 
^anm^ wild beasts ; in the next jdace reflect upon Ciesar, who 
Hliidi made this reconciliation among us; and, in the third 
plaiee,‘ reflect ^fton me 'Who entreat you to do what I have 
^pewer to eoinmand you ; otmtinue brethren. ' I give you roj'al 
^^garmmits, «nd royal hnnours ; and 1 pr^ td God to preserve 
^mhat 1 Imve determined, in case you be at concord one w;th 
‘'mtother.” When the king had thus spoken, aim had saluted 
ifeiStry 'dne of his scms after an oUiging manner, he d^hsed 
thl'mtddtude ; some of which -^ve their assent to what he had 
MtSdf and wiil^ it n^bt take effect aooordii^ly ; but for those 
whti'Whriied far a change of affium, th^ pretended they did 
not i(o mach ds hear vfliat he said. 


CHAP. XXIV. 


3%0 Mofree ^ Antipeter and Doris* Alexander is very i 
An OUqi^refs account. Herod pardons Theroras vohom he 
’ mepecM^ arid Salome, vAtm ke knm to make mischirf among 
’ Ihm. HeroAs emOeehs iare tortured, and Alexander is bound. 

'if 1. Sot now the qumrtel duit mil be^een fhem, still ac- 
mgApHo/ied dmse brednim wfaenifaqr jl^rtod^and dte smiucions 
tl^ >iied;,one iff otberwww vrarste. Alexander and Aris- 
tdbidimwiHre much gpeWsAbat die pvfailege of the first-born 
&0g&rtiiel to '^ «8 wai AntipatBr veiy engiy ai 

^tlMff *diey weft to succeed Ifan. Btit foen this last 
dut wac miftdble a»I {fofitk;* heknev 
Ifot^irbild ftis tonfM^ grttt titU Of exaddag, «»> 

coifM AO bort to^«m; yAifa the 



^er yi» pv^nti]|[ brou^t to Antipater, and fr<iDi A flU pi^ . 
it was brpagM tq .HKTod witb additions, Nor otndd the |!<^g 
man sajuai^ thii^ m the simplicity of bis heart, without giliog 
offence, , bnt what be sud was still turned to calumny agttinM 
him. And if he had been at any time a little free in his 
versation, g^t unputations were forged from the smallest oce»« 
sions. Antipater mso was peipetualfy setting some to proved 
him to sp^k, that the lies he raised of him might seem to have 
nmm fotti^ation of truth ; and among tire many stones that 
were given out, but one of them couU be proved true, that 
was supposed to imply the test to be true also. And as to An«- 
Jpafer's 'friends^ they were all either naturally so cautious in 
.-peaking or had been so far bribed to conceal >tiieir thou^^itai 
^st notoioff of these grand secrets got abroad fay their means. 
Nor choukTone be mistaken if he called the life of AntipsUer a 
mystery of wickedness ; for he either corrupted Aleacander’a ae.* 
quaintance with money, or got into their fovonr by flatteries t 
by which two means he gained all his de^ns, aM brought 
them to betray their master, and to steal away, and reveal what 
he either did or said. Thus did he act a part very cunnii^y 
in all points, and wrought himself a passage by his calumnies, 
with the greatest shrewdness I while he put on a foce an if>.b« 
were a kind brother to Alexander mid Aristobulusi but .anbmmiul 
other mqn to inform of what they ^ to Herod. Ai^: when 
any thing was tdkl against Alexmider, he would come in and 
pretend [to be of his side,3 and would begin to contradict what 
was said; faut would afterward contrive matters so privately, 
that the king sl^ld have an indignation at hiin* Hia. genofl 
aim was thm, to lay n plot, and to make it heaved thid Aj^- 
ander lay m wait to kill his father; for notiufw affim^^so 
great a confirmation to these calumnies as mid Antipater’s 
apolomes for him. 

2. By these metiicds Herod, was mflamed^ and,.a8 inudi as 
l)is natural affection Uvthe -young men didnvery dinunish, 
fo much di^ it increase toward Antipater.’ The courtiers ,a^ 
inclined t& the; same oondnot, soaue 'Of tiicsr own acoordt eUS^ 

mhers by fho te paitiet^u^ did Fuflm9)y^;li^ 

wn^s dtereat fritDd|LA«b adso tim bmgffi. br^kren, .and>|^^iij» 

rhtmren | for ■Ai!^aii00 ww* all iu' i aad wlwt was tim 

est p^of;tdl‘toiA|fipind8r, :Abtipider's m«diher#ipi.;Sisn«'i^;|^ 

sii ; she WM wne agBMt titeaa, and iteg itiwiiis 
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harsh than a stepmother, and one that hated the queen’s sonis 
more than is usual to hate sons^in-law. All men did therefore 
already pay their respects to Antipater, in hopes of advantage; 
and it was the kind’s command which alienated eveiy body 
[frSm the brethren,] he having given this charge to his most 
intimate friends, that they should not come near, nor pay any 
regard to Alexander, or to his friends* Heiod was also become 
terrible, not only to his domestics about the court, but to hi$ 
friends abroad ; for Caesar had given such a privilege to no other 
king as he had given to him, which was tliis, that he might 
fetch back any one that fled from him, even out of a city that 
was not under his own jurisdiction. Now the young men were 
not acquainted with the calumnies raised against them; for 
which reason they could not guard themselves against them, 
but fell tinder them; for their lather did not make any public 
complaints against either of them ; though in a little time they 
perceived how things were by his coldness to them, and by the 
great uneasiness "he showed upon any thing that troubled him. 
Antipater had also made their uncle Pheroras to be their ene- 
my, as well as their aunt Salome, while he was always talking 
with her, as with a wife, and irritating her against them. 
Moreover, Alexander’s wife, Glaphyra, augmented this hatred 
against them, by deriving her nobility and genealogy [from 
great persons,] and pretending that she was a lady superior to 
all others in that kingdom, as being derived by her father’s 
side from Temenus, and by her mother’s side from Darius, the 
son of liystaspes. She also frequently reproached Herod’s 
sister and wives, with the ignobility of their descent; and that 
they were every one chosen by him for their beauty, but not 
for their family. Now those wives of his were not a lew ; it 
being of old permitted to the Jews to * marry many wiyes ; and 
this king delighted in many, all of whom hated Alexatider, on 
account of Glaphyra’s boasting and reproaches. 

3. Nay, Aristobulus had raised a quarrel between himself 
and. Salome, who was his mother-in-law, besides the anger he 
had conceived at Glaphyra’s reproaches; for he perpetually 
upbraided his wife with the meanness of her family, and coin- 
plained, that as he.had married a woman of a low family, so 

• That It wa§ an immemoiial custom among the Jews, and their forefathers, tlie 
patHarcha. to have somHimes more wives, or wivea and concublnea, than one at the 
same time, and that this polygamy was not dimnly forbidden in the law of ** 
an^eiit; that pol}f^amy was ever ijfoperly and diitincUy lurmitted in llmt Jaw o 
Wbaet, in the places here cited by Deiii Aldrich, Deut. xvii. 16, 17. or xxu 15* oj 
fnJeed any where e!>e, does not appear to roc. And what aur Saviour says 
tba cooimnn Jewish divorcesi which lay much grefter claim to such a perm^ 
sian than pofyg^nWf aeenia lo me true In this case al»o : that Moses, for - 
of their hraits, sumred thein lo hat a several wives at the taine thne, but ** that 
the beginning n was not Matt* aix. 8* Mark x* 8. 
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bad his brother Alexander married one of royal blood. At this 
Salomons daughter wept, and told it her with this addition, that 
Alexander threatened the mothers of his other brethren, that 
when he should come to the crown, he would make them weave 
with their maidens, and would make those brothers of his 
try schoolmasters ; and brok this jest upon them,' that they 
had been very carefully instructed to fit them for* such an em- 
ployment. Hereupon Salome could not contain her anger, but 
told all to Herod ; nor could her testimony be suspected, since 
it was against her own son-in-law. There was. also another 
calumny that ran abroad, and inflamed the king’s mind ; for he 
heard that these sons of his were perpetually speaking of their 
mother, and, among their lamentations for her^ did not abstain 
from cursing him ; and that when he made presents of any ot 
Mariamne’s garments to his later wives, these threatened, that 
in a little time, instead of royal garments, they would clothe 
them in no better than haircloth. 

4. Now upon these accounts, though Herod was somewhat 
afraid of the young men’s high spirit, yet did he not despair of 
reducing them to a better mind ; but before he went to Rome, 
whither he was now going by sea, he called them to him, and 
partly threatened them a little, as a king; but for the main, he 
admonished them as a father, and exhoited.them to love their 
brethren, and told them that he would pardon their former 
ofiences, if they would amend for the time to come. But they 
refuted the calumnies that had been raised of them, and said they 
were false, and alleged that their actions were sufficient for their 
vindication, and said withal, that he himself ought to shut his 
ears against such tales, and not to be too easy in believing them, 
for tliat there would never be wanting those that would tell lies 
to tlieir disadvantage, as long as any would give ear to them. 

5. When they had thus soon pacified him, as being their fiu 

ther, they got clear of the present fear they were in. Yet did 
they see occasion *tbr sorrow in some time afterward; for they 
knew that Salome, as well as tlieir uncle Pheroras, were their 
enemies ; who were both of them heavy and severe persons, and 
especially Pheroras, who was a partner with Herod in all tlie 
affairs of the kingdom, excepting his diadem. He had also a 
hundred talents of his own revenue, and enjoyed the advantage 
of all the land beyond Jordan, which he had received as a gift 
from his brother, who had asked of Caesar to make him a te- 
trarch, as he was made accordingly. Herod had also given him 
a wife out of the royal family, who was no other than his own 
J^ife s sister, and after her ^eath had solemnly espoused to him 
b ^ daughter, with a dowry of three hundred talents : 

ut Iheroras refused to consummate this royal marriage out 
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of his aftection to a maid*seryanl of his. Upon which ^ount 
Herod wa^ Very angry, and mve that daughter in marriage to 
» lm)ther’s son of his [Joseph,! who was slain afterward by the 
P&rthians; but in some time he laid aside his anger against 
iPhllroras, and pardoned him, as onef not able to overcome his 
foolish passion for the maid-servant. 

6. Nay, Pheroras had been accused long before, while the 
queen Mariamne was alive, as if he were in a plot to poison 
Herod ; and tliere came then so great a number of informers, 
that Herod himself, though Ke was an exceeding lover of his 
brethren, was brought to uelieve what was said, and to be afraid 
of it also ; and when he had brou^t many of those that were 
under suspicion to the torture, he came at last to Pheroras’ own 
friends ; none of which did openly confess the crime^ but they 
owned that he had made preparation to take her whom he loved, 
and run away to the Parthians.- Costobarus also, the hus- 
band of Salome, to whom the king had given her in marriage, 
after her former husband had been put to death for adultery, 
was instrumental in bringing about this contrivance and flight 
of his. Nor did Salome escape ail calumny upon herself; for 
her brother Pheroras accused her, that she had made an agree- 
ment to marry Silleus, the procurator of Obodas, king of Ara- 
bia, who was at bitten enmity with Herod ; but when she was 
convicted of this, and of all that Pheroras had accused her of* 
she obtained her pardon. Tlie king also pardoned Pheroras 
himself the crimes he had been accused, of. 

7. But the storm of the whole family was removed to Alexan- 
der, and all of it rested upon his head. There were three eunuchs 
who were in the highest esteem with the king, as was plain by 
the offices they were in about him ; for one of them was ap- 
pointed to be his butler, another of them got his supper ready 
for him, and the third put him into bed, and lay down by him. 
Now Alexander had prevailed with these men, by large gifts, 
to let him use them after an obscene maiuier^ wmich, when it 
was told to the king, they were tortured, and found guilty, and 
presently confessed the criminal conversation he had with them. 
They also discovered the promises by which tliey were induced 
so to do, and how they were deluded by Alexander, w’ho had 
told them. That they ought not to fix their hopes upon He- 
‘‘ rod, mi old man, and one so shameless as to colour his hair, 
** unless they thought that would make him young again ; but 
‘‘ that they ought to fix theii" attention on him, who was to be hu» 

successor in the kingdom whether he would or not ; and who 

in no long time would ayenge hipiself on his cnciuie^s 

make his friend? happy and blessed, and themselves m the 
“ fir^rt place : that the men of power already pay respects 
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« to Alexander privately ; and that the captains of the soldiery, 

« and th6 ofiioers, did secretly come to him.” 

8. Thesi^ confessions did so terrSfy Herod that he durst not 
immediately publish them ; but he sent spies abroad privately 
by night and by day, who should make a close inquiry after all 
that was done and said ; and when any were but suspected [|of 
treason J he put them to death, insomuch that the palace was full 
of horribly uniust proceedings, for every body forged calumnies, 
as they were themselves in a state of enmity or hatred again|St 
others; and many there were who abused the king’s moody 
passion to the disadvantage of those with whom they had quar- 
rels, and lies were easily believed, and punishments were irdSict- 
cd sooner than the calumnies were forged : he who had just 
then been accusing anothei*, was accused himself, and w^as led 
away to execution together with him whom he had convicted ; 
for fhe danger the king was in of his life made examinations be 
very short. He also proceeded to such a degree of bitterness, 
that he could not look on any of those that were not accused 
with a pleasant countenance, but was in tlie^ most barbarous 
disposition towards his own friends. Accordingly, he forbade 
a great many of them to come to court, and to tliose whom he 
had not pbwer to pyhish actually, he spoke harshly ; but for 
Antipater, he insulted Alexander, now he was under his misi^ 
fortunes, and got a stout company of his kindred together, and 
raised all sorts of calumny against him : and for the king, he 
was brought to such a degi’ee of terror by those prodigious 
slanders and contrivances, that he fancied he saw Alexander 
coming to him widi a drawn sword in his hand ; so be caused 
liim to be seized upon immediately and bound, and foil to ex- 
amining his friends by torture, many of whom died [under the 
torture] but would discover nothing, nor say any thing against 
their consciences; but some of mem, being forced to speak 
falsely by the pains they endured, said that ^exander, and his 
brother Aristobulus, plotted against him, and waited for an 
opportunity to kill him as he was hunting, and then fly away 
to Rome. These accusations, though tliey were of an incredi- 
ble nature, and only framed upon ilie great distress tliey were 
in, were readily believed by the king, who thought it some 
comfort to him, after he had bound his son, that it might ap- 
pear he had not done it unjusdy. 

CHAP. XXV. 


Archelaus procures a recmciliatipn between Alexander^ 

Pheroras^ asul Herod. 

■V’ *’■ . 

I l. ^ow 89 to AleKtil)der> wrice ke perceived it iinpossibte 

to persuade his father [that he was innocent,] he resolved to 
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calamitipB^ how -were wiever. diey wera } sso he com, 
poped Amu lxK>ks agaiiiB|! his .eneniie^. aad caressed thtit he had 
0 ^ in a plot:; :but dedared' withal that the ^peatesipM [of tlie 
Ofipttiers] were ini « plot with : U and dnefly PKesoras, and 
Salonie ; jiay, duet l^ome once came and; forc^ him |p Ue with 
her in the njght' time* whether he woukl or no. . These books 
were put into Herod’s hands, and made a great concur against 
thOv^ien in power. -And now it wasi that ^'chelaus eamehasti, 
lyjinto dudep, as being a&ighted for his son-in-law, and his 
djn^ter ; and he came as a proper assistant, and in a very pru 
dent manner, and by a stratagem he oblig^ the king not ti 
execute what he. had threatened ; for when he was ccnne to him 
he cried out, “ Where m the world is tliis wretched son-in-lav 
of mine? Whei'e shall 1 see the head of him who contrirec 


*Mo murder his fiither, which 1 will tear to pieces with 
own hands? I will do the same also to my daughter, whc 
** hath such a fine husband: for altliough slie oe not a partnei 
*‘.in the plot, yet, by being the wife of such a creature, she ii 
** pollutra. And I cannot but admire at thy patience, againsi 
whom this plot is laid, if Alexander be still alive ; for as ] 


^.came with what haste 1 could from Cappadocia, I expected 
** to find him put to death for his crimes long ago; but still in 
order to make an examination with thee atwut my daughter, 
** whom out of regard to thee, and thy dignity, 1 had es{M)used 
** to him in marriage ; but now we must take counsel about 
*f. them both; and if thy paternal aifection be so gieiit, that 
*^thou const npt punish thy son, who hath plotted against thee, 
" Jet us change our right hands, and let us succeed one to the 
" other in expressing our rage upon this occasion.” 

S. When he had made this pompous declaration, he got He- 
rod to remit of his anger, though he were in disorder, who there- 
upon gave him the books whira Alexmider iiad composed to be 
read by him, and as be came to every head, he considered of it, 
together with Herod. So Archelaus took hence the occasion for 
that stratagem which he made use ol^ and.by degrees he laid tlie 
blame on those men whose names were in diese books, and 
especially upon Pheroratf; and when hesaw that the kiug'believ- 
etttfaim [to be in earnest,] be said, “ We mjust consider whether 
“ iheyoun^. man be not himself jotted against by such a «u“i* 
"Mier of wicked .metches. and imt thou plotted a^^ainst by tl'c 
“. ynhipg roan; for I c.'innot-ste any oceaskm for his falling njt® 

helenjoys the advantages of royalty 
^ abn^y, and of beihg ope of thy succe^ 

“tO i M t d e it»aBljtan»cb petsoag^g^ gn uy ®| J 

for "y *' 
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persons, not only young men arc sometimes imposed upon, 
but old men also, and by them soinetiines are the most illus- 
u trions families and kingdoms overturned.” 

3. Herod assented to what he had said, and, by degrees, abated 
of his anger against Alexander; but was more angry at Phero- 
i;is : for the ])rincipal subject of the four books w as Pheroras, 
Avlio perceiving that the king’s inclinations changed on a sudden, 
< 01(1 that Archelaus’ friendship could do every thing with him, 
•Old tlnit he had no honourable method of preserving himself, he 
procured his safety by his impudence. So he left Alexander, 
and had recourse to Archelaus, who told him, That ‘‘ he did not 
see how he could get him excused, now' he was directly caught 
ill so many crimes, wdiereby it was evidently demonstrated that 
“ lie had jilotted against the king, and had been the cause of 
those misfortunes which the young man was now under, iin- 
“ less he would moreover leave olf his cunning knavery, and 
his denials of what he w'as charged w’ithal, and confess the 
“ charge, and implore jiardon of his brother, w ho still had a 
“ kindness for him; but that if he would do so, he would allbrd 
“ him all the assistance he was able.” 

t. With this advice Pheroras complied, and, putting himself 
into such a habit as might most move compassion, he came w ith 
black cloth upon his body and tears in his eyes, and threw' him- 
scll’ dow n at I lerod’s feel," and begged his jiardon for w hat he had 
(lone, and confessed that he had acted veiy wickedly, and was 
iriiilty of every thing that he had been accused of, and lamented 
that disorder of his mind, and distraction w hich his love to a 
woman, h. said, luul brought him to. 8o when Archelaus hatl 
brought Pheroras to accuse and bear w itness against himselli he 
lluu made an ('xcuse for him, aiul mitigated Herod’s anger to- 
wards him, and this by using certain domestical examples, ‘‘ For 
“ that when he had sulfered much greater mischiefs from a 
“brother of his own, he preferred the obligations of nature, be- 
“ fore the passion of revenge; becau.se it is in kingdoms, as it is in 
“gross bodies, where some member or otluT is ever swelletl by 
“ the body’s w eight, in w hich case it is not proper to cut oft 
“ such member, Imt to heal it by a gentle metluHl of cure. 

5. Upon Archelaus’ saying this, and much more to the same 
purpose, Herod’s displeasure against Pheroras was mollified : yet 
did he persevere in his ow n indignation against Alexaiuler, and 
i^uid, he would have his daughter divorced, and taken away from 
turn, and this till he had brought 1 Ku'od to that pass, that, con- 
tjury to his former behaviour t<» him, he petitioned Archelaus 
lor the young man, and that he WDuld let his daughter continue 
osp()u>ed to him; l)ut Arcliehuis made him strongly believe that 
>e would permit her to be married to any one else, but not to 
ni. ^ * 89 
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Alexander, because he looked upon it as a very valuable advan, 
tage, that the relation they had contracted by that affinity, and 
the privileges that went along with it might be preserved. 
when the king said, that liis son would take it for a great favour 
to him, if he w'ould not dissolve that marriage, especially 
they had already children betw^een the young man and her, and 
since that w ife of his was so well beloved by hiin, and that as 
w’hile she remains his wife she w'oiild be a great preservative n, 
him, and keep him from olfending, as he had lornierly done; 
il she should be once torn aw ay from him, she would be the caiisr* 
of his falling into despair; because such young men's attempts 
are best mollified, when they are diverted from them by seiilino 
their affections at home. 8o Archelaus complied with wluu 
Herod desired, but not without difficulty, and was both himstlf 
reconciled to the young man, and reconciled his father to him .il- 
so. However, lie said he must, by all means, be sent to Komu 
to discourse w ith Ciesar, because he had already written a iidl 
account to him of this whole matter. 

6. Thus a period was put to Archelaus' stratagem, wh(.r(‘I)v 
he delivered his son-in-huv out of the dangers hu w as in : but 
when these reconciliations weie over, they spent their time in 
feastings and agreeable entertainments. And when AicIk Iuus 
W’as going away, Herod made him a |)res**nt of seventy tab iits 
with a golden throne set with precious stcaies, and some emmd.s, 
and a concubine who was called Pannj/rJiis. He al^o paid dii^ 
honours to every one of his trieiids according to lln ir digniiv. 
In like manner did all tlie king's kindred, l)y his command, inuke 
glorious presents to Archelaus ; ami so he was conducted on 
his way by Herod and his nobility as far as Antioch. 

CHAP. XXVL 


Ho’iH) FjUryclrs calumnintcd the sons of Mariamne : and kne 
Euraius of Cos' apologij for them had no fjf 'ct, 

§ 1 . ^ ow' a little afterward there came into Judea a man that 

was much superior to Archelaus' stratagems, who did not 
only overturn that reconciliation that had been so wisely made 


• Ttiis vile fi'llf w, ;• ih*' T.ac»*(K nioni;in, sftMns to lirive l)Ofn tin* snnu' 

is nientforud by JMutareli, ‘J.> ' .ir belorc i coniprtnioii t(> Mark Antony, ami as 
J.ving with llt-rcKt ; whenre lie ii l asily insinoaie biruself int<i ili#* ;u(iu:nnt 
of Ilerfxl'.^ .soils, Ar»ti{>atrr riiul Ab-xander, jts I.vIut, HiuNon, and Spanluim JU!’ty 
ftup{K)se. 'idle reaswi) wliy bis br'njf a Spartan rendrreil Inm aceeptabli* the 
as we beie see he was, is viiibU rmn the public records of the Jews nnii 
owning those Spartnns to bi* of k'n to ih»' Jews, nnd derived from their common 
cestor Abraham, the first patriarch of the Jewisii nation. AiUiq. lb aH. 
feet. :o. H. XIII. tJi. V. sect. 8. %ol. II and 1 Mac. xii. 7. 
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^vith Alexander, but proved the occasion of his ruin. He was a 
I,acedenionian, and his name w^as Eiirycles. He was so corrupt 
a man, that out ot tlie desire of getting money, he chose to live 
under a king, for Greece could not suflice liis luxury. He pre- 
SLiited Herod with sj)lendid gifts, as a bait which he laid in order 
to compass his ends, and quickly receiving them back again inani- 
fold; yet did he esteem bare gifts as nothing, unless he imbrued the 
kingdom in blood by his purchases. Accordingly, lie imposed 
upon the king by flattering him, and by talking subtilely to him, 
as also by the lying encomiums which he made upon him; for 
as lie soon perceived l lerod’s blind side, so he said and did every 
thing that might })lease him, and ther(d)y became one of his most 
intimate friends; for both the king and all that were about him, 
liad a grt‘at regard * for this Spartan, on account of his country. 

2. Now as soon as this fellow jierceived the rotten parts of the 
Hiniily, and what (|uaiTels the brothers had one with another, 
and in what disposition the father was towards each ot them, he 
chose to take his lodging at the first in the house of Antijiater, 
blit deluded Alexander with a pretence of friendsliip to him, and 
falsely claimed to bean old nc(|uaintance ol‘ Archelaiis’; for which 
reason he was pn'sently admitted into Alexander’s familiarity 
as a faithtid friend. He also soon recommended himsell to his 
brother Aristobulus. And when he had thus made trial ot tliese 
several peisons, he imposed upon one of them by one method, 
and upon another by another. But he was ])rinci})ally hired by 
Aiitipater, and so betrayed Alexander, and this by reproaching 
Aiitijiati r, because while he was the eldest son, he overlooked 
tlit‘ intrigues of those who stood in the way ol his exj)ectalions ; 
and l)y reproaching Alexander, because he who was born of a 
(jiieen, and was married to a king\s daughter, permitted one that 
was born of a mean woman to lay claim to the succession, and 
this wiieii he had Archelaus to support him in the most conq^lete 
laaniier. \or was his advice thought to be other than faithful 
by th(' young man, because of’ his pretended fi iendshi]> with Ar- 
rh(‘huis : on which account it was that Alexander lamented to 
biiii Anti])att*r\s bi^haviour w ith regaril to himselt, and this with- 
out concealing any thing from him; and how it was no wonder 
il Ih rod, after he had killed their mother, should deprive them 
her kingdom. Upon this Knrycles preteiuied to commiser- 
iite his coiuiition and to grieve with him. He also, by a bait 
jlmthe laid for him, procured Aristobulus to say the same things. 
Ibiis did he in\i*igle both the brothers to make complaints of 
their lather, and tiieii went tt> Antipater, and carried these grand 
*iwets U) him. He also added a fiction of his own, as if his 
tubers had laid a j)lot against liiin, and were almost ready to 


r ihc lin;; u\>; 
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come upon him with tlieir drawn sw'ords. For this intelligence 
he received a great sum of money, and on that account he com, 
mended Aiitipater before liis father, and at length undertook tin 
work of bringing Alexander and Aristobulus to their graves 
and accused them before their father. So he came to Herod anj 
told him. That he would save his life, as a requital tor the 
favours he had received from him, and would preserve Im 
‘‘ light [of life] b^' way of retribution for his kind entertainmont. 

for that a sword had been long whetted, and Alexander's ri<rht 
“ hand had been long stretched out against him ; but that he Imd 
laid impediments in his way, prevented his speed, and that hy 
‘‘ pretending to assist him in his design : how Alexander saiil 
that Herod was not contented to reign in a kingdom that be- 
longed to others, and to make dilapidations in their moilu r’s 
government, after he had killed her; but besides all this, that 
‘‘ he introduced a spurious successor, and proposed to give the 
“ kingdom of their ancestors to that pestilent fellow Aniipnter; 
that he would now appease the ghosts of Hyrcamis and Ma- 
riamne, by taking vengeance on him ; for that it was not lit 
for him to take the succession to the government iVom such a 
father without bloodshed : llnit many things happen evory dav to 
‘‘ provoke him so to <1(>, insomuch that he <‘aii say nothing at all 
‘‘ but it alTords occasion for calumny against him ; Ibrthat ifaiiv 
‘‘ mention be made ol’ nobility of birth, evtai in other call's Ik' is 
abused unjustly, while liis l’atlu*r would say, that nolu'dy, to Iv 
“ sure, is of noble birth but Alexaniler, and that his fatln iMN !- 
iimloi ions for want of such nobililv. It they be at aiiv tin.i 
hunting, aJid he ^ays nothing, he gives offence ; and if he ( ('i i* 
mends any bcjdy, they tak<* it in way ot *n‘st ; that they always 
‘‘ find their father intmereihdly seven*, and have no naliir:il at- 
“ feetioii for any ot thi-m but for Anti]>atiT; on whieh aei’oiints 
“ if his ))lot does not take, be is yery vNilling to die* : but lint in 
case he kill his lather, he hath sullicient opportimitit’s lor >av- 
“ ing himself. In the lir^t plact*, he hath Arehelaus his latlRr- 
in-law to whom hi* eau easily fly; and in the iu‘\t place lio 
“ liath C:esar, who hath never known 1 lerod’s c haracter to this 
<lay ; for that he shall not appear then before him with that 
‘‘ dread he used to do, wlu*n his father was there to ten ilv hiii*5 
“ and that he will not then produce tin* accusations that eoii- 
cerned liimself alone, but would, in tin* first ])lace, ()j)eiilv 
“ sist on tlie calamitie s of taeir nation, and how they are taxK 
to death, and in wliat ways of hixury and wicked practio^ 
‘‘that wealth is spent gotten by l>l<aMl>he(l 

“ sort of persons lliey are that get our riches, and to whoia t 
“cities l)elong, upon wlioiu be* heMows his favours; t la 
“would have impiiry made what became ol his gndH Jt 
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;< [Hyrcaniis,] and his mother [Mariamne,] and would openly 
;t proclaim the gross wickedness that was in the kingdom; on 
:« vvliich accounts he should not be deemed a parricide.” 

3 . When Eurycles had jiuide this portentous sj)eech, he great- 
y commended Antij)ater, as the only child that had an adection 
or his father, and on that account was an impediment to the 
jthers’ plot against him. Hereupon the king, who had hardly re- 
)rcsse(l his anger upon the former accusations, was exasperated 
;o an incurable degree. At which time Anti})ater took another 
Kcasion to send in other persons to his father, to accuse his breth- 
-eii, and to tell him, that they had privately discoursed with Ju- 
•uikIiis and "Jyrannus, who had once been masters of tlie horse 
0 the king, but for some oflences had been })ut f)ut of that honour- 
ible ein})loynient. Herod was in a very great rage at these in- 
lainations, and presently onlered these men to be tortured : yet 
iid not they confess any thing of w hat the king had been inform- 
(1, hut a certain letter was produced, as written by Alexander 
0 the governor of a castle, to desire him to rtjceive him and 
Vristobulus into the castle when he had killed his lather, and to 
rive them weapons, and what other assistance he could upon that 
srasion. Alexander said, that this letter was a forgery of Dio- 
>li;jntus 'Hiis Diophantus was the king’s secretary, a bold man, 
lul cunning in counterl'eiting any one’s haiui, and alter he had 
(Hinlei teited a great number, lie was at last (mt to death lor it. 
h’l'titl did also order the governor ot the castle to be tortured, 
uit li’ot nothiim out o( him of w hat the accusation suiiuesttal. 

4. However, althougli 1 lerod found the proofs too weak, he 
ave oi'<i< 1 to have his sons kept in custody : for til! now^ they 
ad been at liberty He also called that jiest ot his iamily, and 
irger of’ all tliis vile accusation, Kiirycles, Ins saviour and 
K iiefactor, and gave him a reward of lilty talents. Hpon which 
i(‘ prevmted any accurate accounts that coiiki come ot what he 
lad done, liy going immediately into C appadocia, and there lie 
^ot money of’ Arclifdaus, having the imjmdi iKa* to ])reiend that 
le had reconciled 1 lerod to Alexander. I le thence ]nissed over 
nio Clreece, and used what he hail thus wickedly gotten to the 
ike w'ii’keil ])nrp(>ses. i\ccordingIy, he was tw ice accused be- 
ore (’a\sar, that he had tilled Achaia w ith seditiori, and had phiii- 
Icreil its cities; and so he was sent into banishment. And thus 
-vas he pmiish(‘d lor what wicked actions he had been guilty of 

Arislobnius and Ah-xander. 

a. But it w ill now be worth w hiii‘ to put Kuaratns of C_\)s in 
ap{)osition to this Sj)aitan; lor as he was one of Alexander’s 
most intimat(‘ trieiids, and i*ame lo him in liiv travels at the same 
bine that Kurycles came, so the king put the iiiiestion to him, 
N\li( i]ier those things of which Alexamk i w as accused were true? 



332 WARS OF THE JEWS. Book I 

He assured him upon oath, that he had never heard any such 
things from the young men ; yet did this testimony avail uo^ 
thing for the clearing those miserable creatures; for llcroj 
was only disposed and most ready to hearken to what 
against them, and every one was most agreeable to liim, ^liat 
would believe they were guilty, and showed their indignation at 
them. 


CHAP. XXVII. 


Hv'OfJ, 1)1/ Cicsar's (li)'cction^ accuses his soJis at litn/lus, Th^j 
arc not produced Injure the courts but i/ct are condemned (^fi 
in a little time the// are sent to Sebuste^ and strangled there. 

§ ]. ]\roREovKK Salome exasperated I lerotfs cnielly against 

his sons ; lor Aristobuliis was desirous to bring her, who was 
his mother-in-law and his aunt, into the like dangers with 
thein>elves : so he si nt to her to take care of her own saietv, and 
told her, that the king was pre})aring to put her to death, on 
account ot the accusation that was laid against her, as if wlan 
she li»rmerly endeavourt'd to many herselt* to Sylleiis tin 
Arabian, she liad (lisct)vered the king's grand secrets to hinij 
who was the king’s i-neiny ; and this it was that camt‘ as tin. 
last storm, and entirely sunk the young men when they Nvea 
in great danger before. J‘'or Salome canu* running to the king 
and inl()rmed him of what admonition had been gi^en lur, w lii rc- 
npon lie (onid bear no longi*r, but commandi-d both the yoiiii^ 
men to l)e l.'ound, and kept the one a'-under irom the oiIkm*. lie 
also sent Xohimniu", (he gem ial ot his army, to C a<ar iiiiiin;- 
diately, as also Ids frie nd Ohmpus with him, w ho carrit d ilic 
intormations in wa iting along with tln'in. N<o\ as soon as tiny 
Ijad sailed to Koine, and (h-livered the king’s letters to C'a-sar, 
Ca.'sar was mightily tronble<l at the cax* ol the \n)ung men; yet 
did not In* think lie ought to lake the power horn tlje latln r ut 
condemning liis sons: so he wroli* hack to Inin, and aj.'pointed liim 
to have the power o\ei- his sons; hut said withal, tliai “ he wciild 
do well to makt* an exaiijliiation into this matter ol the jdot 
“ against liiin, in a piibiie ei)Uit, and to take, for his assessors 
his own kindred, and the governors ol tin* province. Aiul it 
“ those soils l)i: h uiid to put thr in to death, hut ii tliey 

apnt'ar t< » hav«Mlu>ugiii of ..e more than Hying away Iroin limij 
‘‘ that he hould inodt ’ale their pnni''hnM‘nt.” 

2. \\ ith these dire< tion- » leiial comjiiied, and laim' to lx'}’ 
tus, where Ciesar had ordered tlie (onrt to bt; as'Miibled, 
got tbe judical nre 'ogetlier, 'I he })iesidculs sat lust, as ^ 

letters !;ad appointed, who - le Satuininns, and lVd:U)iii>) 
tlieii tin;'' rants ihat wiic wjtii !],♦ i; , willi whom wus lli<^ 



WARS OF THE JEWS. 


XXVII. 




curator* Voliimnius also; next to them sat the king’s kinsmen 
iiul Iriends, with Salome also, and Pheroras ; after whom sat 
the principal men of all Syria, excepting Archelaus ; for Herod 
had a suspicion of him, because he was Alexander’s father-in- 
|.iw. Yet did not he produce his sons in open court; and this 
was done very cunningly, for he knew well enough that had 
they but a})peared only, they would certainly have been pitied; 
aiKl if withal they had been sulfered to speak, Alexander would 
t>.isily have answered what they were accused of; but they were 
in custody at Platane, a village of the Sidonians. 

3. So the king got up, and inveighed against his sons, as if 
they were present ; and as lor that part ofthe accusation that they 
had plotted against him, he urged it but faintly, because he was 
destitute of proofs ; but he insisted before the assessors on the re- 
proaches, and jests, and injurious carriage, and ten thousand the 
like olfeiices against him, which were heavier than deatli itself, 
and when nobody contradicted him, he moved them to pity his 
case, as though he had been condemned himself, now’ he had 
(rained a bitter victory against iiis sons. So he asked every one’s 
sentence, which sentence was first of all given by JSatnrninus, 
and was this, That he condemned the young men, but not to 
death ; for that it was not fit for him, who had three sons of 
his ow'n now [tresent, to givi? his vote lor the destruction of the 
sons of another. The two lieutenants also gave the like vote; 
>()iue others there were also who followed their example ; but 
Vohunnius began to vote on the more melancholy side, and all 
those lhal came after him condemned the young men to die, 
some out of flattery, and some out of liatred to lleroil ; but none 
out of iiulignation at their crimes. And now' idl Syria and Ju- 
(lea was in great expectation, and waited for the last act of this 
tragedy; yet did nobody snpj)osc that Herod would be so 
barbarous as to murder bis children; however, he carried them 
away to Tyn^, and thence sailed to Cmsarea ; and delib(*ratecl 

with himself w hat sort of death the vonne: nieii should sufler. 

%■ * / 

4. Now’ there was a certain old soldier of the king’s, whose 
name was "i’ero, w ho had a son that was very familiar will), and 
a triend to Alexander, and who himself })iuticnlarly loved the 
young men. This M)ldier was in a manmn* distracted on! of the 
excess ol the indignation he had at wdiat was doing ; and at first 
be cried out aloud, as he went about, “ Tliat justice was tram- 

pled under foot; that truth was perished, and nature confonnd- 
cd ; and lhal tlie lile ol man was iiill of ini(]nity,'’ and every 
thing else that })assion could suggest to a man who spared not 
bis own lite, and at last he ventured to go to the king, and said, 
Iruly, 1 think, thou art a iiu>sl miserable man, when ibou 
^ bearkeiiest to most w icked wretches, against those that ought 
to he dearest to (hety; since thou hast frequently resolved that 
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Pheroras and Salome sliould be put to death, and yet believes 
“ them against thy sons ; wliiie these, by cutting oil* tlio siie 
cession of thine own sons, Iciive all wholly to Autipater, 
thereby choose to have thee such a king as may be thorou«rli 
ly in their own ])Ower. However, consider whether [},,, 
‘‘ ileath of Antij)ater’s brethren, will not make him hated by il^ 
soldiers ; for there is nobody but commiserates the youn,, 
‘‘ men, and of the captains a great many show their itidiohj^^j^^l^ 
at it openly.” Upon his saying this, lie named tliose thai 
liad such indignation ; but the king ortlercd those men, witj, 
Tero himself, and Ins son, to be seized upon immediately. 

5. At which time there was a certain barber, whose name wus 
Trifplio. This man leaped out from among tlie people in a kind 
of niatlness, and accused himself, and saiil, This U’ero emit av- 
oureil to jiersuade me also to cut thy throat with my la- 
zor, when I trimmed thee, and promised that Alexander 
should give me large presents ibr so iloing.’’ When IhroJ 
hearil this, ho examined Tero, with his son and the barber, bv 
the torture; but as the others denied the accusation, and lie 
saiil nothing larther, Herod gave oriler tliat Tero sliould be 
racked inort' severely ; but his son, out of pity to his lather, 
promised to discover the whole to tlu‘ king, if he woidii grant 
[tiial his lather should be no longer tortnrial ;] wIumi he bad 
agreeil to this, he saiil, 'riiat ‘‘ his lathei, at the per.Nuasiun of 
Alexander, had an intention to kill him.” Now some said 
this was forged, in order to I’ree his lathei’ Irom his tormeiiU, 
and some said it was triie. 

0*. Anil iKov 1 lerod accustal the captains, anil dVro, in an as- 
sembly of the people, and lironght the people togi tlier in a hod' 
against them ; and accordingly there were they j)ut to (iealh, to- 
gether with [ I'ryphi; j the barber ; they were killed by thepieo.s 
ol wood and the stones that were ihi’own at them, J le .iIm) 
sent his sons to Sebaste, a eity not far from C ’je^area, and orilir- 
ed lliem to be there strangled : aijil as what lu‘ had ordered was 
executed iuimediattdy, so lie commanded that their dead hodiis 
should l)e brought to the fortress Alexaiidrium, to lx* hiirial 
with Alexander, their grandfather bv llie mother’s side. And 
this was the end of Alexander and Aristubuliis. 

( H \P. XXVHl. 

ITorv Anf^pntrr is h'lfrd rf all vtni ; and lioxv the kwil rspou^f^ 
the sons of' those that had bceti stain to his kindred : het diet 
Anti pater made him ( han^e them for other ivomen, (}/ kh' 
rod's marriages and children, 

j 1. liirr an iiitolerablc fiatria! fell upon Antipatrr from ll|<- 
nation, though he had now a/» indisputable title to the 
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because they all knew that he was the person who contrived all 
the calumnies against his bretliren. However, he began to be 
in a terrible fear, as ho saw the posterity of those that had 
been slain growing up ; Ibr Alexander had two sons by Glaphyra, 
Xigraiies, and Alexander; and Aristobulus had Herod, and 
Agrip}xi, and Aristobulus, his sons, with Ilerodias and Ma- 
rianine, liis daughter, and all by Bernice, Salome’s daughter; as 
for Glaphyra, Herod, as soon as lie had killed Alexander, sent 
her back, together with her }K)rtion, to Ca))padocia. I le married 
Bernice, Salome’s daughter, to Antipater’s uncle by his mo- 
ther, and it was Antipater, who, in order to reconcile her to him, 
when she had been at variance with him, contrived this match ; 
he also got into Bheroras’ favour, and into the favour of Cae- 
sar’s friends l)y presents, and other ways of obsequiousness, and 
sent no small sums of money to Rome : Saturnimis also, and liis 
friends in Syria, were all well replenished with the })resent.s he 
made them; yet tlie more he gave*, the more he was hated, as 
not making these presents out of generosity, but spending bis 
money out ol‘ fear. Accordingly, it so fell out, that the receivers 
bore him no more good-will than before, but that those to 
whom he gave nothing were his more bitter enemies. How- 
ever, ho bestowed his money every day more and more pro- 
fusely, on observing that, contrary to his expectations, the king 
was taking care about the orphans, anti discovering at the same 
time his repentance for killing tli(‘ir fathers, by his comiiiisera- 
lion of tliose that spiang from them. 

2. Ac(\)rtrmgly, Herod got logetlu'r bis kindred and trionds, 
aiul set before them the cliiltlren, and with his eyes full ot tears, 
said tlms to them : It was an unlucky fate that took away 

iVojii me these clnldreii’s liithers, which children art' rccom- 


“ mentled to me by that natural commiseration which their or- 
“ phaii ('ontlitit)ii retjuires ; however. I w ill entleavour, though 
“ 1 havi* btrii a nK)$t uiifortnnate father, to appear a better 
graiulfather, and to leave these children such curatt)rs after 
“ myself as are tlearest to me. I therefore betroth tiiv daughter, 
“ riieroia ', to the cider of these brt'thren, the cliiltlren of Alex- 


antler, that thou inayc st be obligetl to take caic' of (hem. T 
“also bt'troth to tliy sen, Antijiater, the' daughtt r of Aristobu- 
“lus; be thou therefore a father to that t^rphaii, anil mv son 
“ Herod [Phili))J shall 1 ’ave her sislt'V, whose grandfather, by 
“ the mother’s sitle, was high prit'st. And lei every one that 
“ loves me be of my sentiments in ihesi* tlis]H)sitions, which 
“ none tliat hath an aflection for me will abrogate. And I pray 
“God, that he will join these ehiltlren logethi'i* in marriage, to 
the advantage ot my kingtlom, anti of my posterity, ana may 
he look down with eves t.uuc serene upon them than ho 
•ooketl upon their fallieVs.” 
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3, While he spoke these words, he wept, and joined the chi], 
drcn’s right hands together ; after wliich he embraced them every 
one after an affectionate manner, and tlismissed the assemhly 
Upon tliis. Antipater was in great disorder immediately, arul 
lamented publicly at what w\as done ; for he supposed that this 
dignity which was conferred on these orplians was for his own 
destruction, even in his father's lifetime, and that he slioulcl run 
another risk of losing the government, if Alexander’s sons should 
have both Archelaus [a king] and Pheroras a tetrarcli, to sup. 
port them. He also consideik?d how lie was himself hated l)v 
the nation, and how they j)iticd these orphans ; how great affec- 
tion the Jews bore to those brethren of his wlien they wore 
alive, and how gladly they remembered them now they liad 
perished by his means. So he resolved by all the ways possible 
to get these espousals dissolved. 

4. Now he was afraid of going subtilely about this inaltcr 
with his father, who was hard to be pleased, and was jireseiitlv 
moved upon the least suspicion : so he ventured to go to him di- 
rectly, and to beg of him before his face, not to ileprive him of 
that dignity which he had been pleased to bestow upon him, ai d 
that he might not have the bare name of a king, while tlie power 
was in other persons: for tliat he should never be able lo keep 
the government, if Alexander’s son was to have both his grand- 
father Archelaus, and Pheroras for his curators ; and lie be- 
sought him earnestly, since there were so many of the roval fa- 
mily alive, that he would change thost; [intemhdj inania^cs. 
Now' the king had ^ nine wives, and ehildreii l)y seven of lluiii; 
Antipater was himself bom of Doris, and Herod flMiilip j of 
Mariamne, the high priest’s daughter, Antipas also and Arclio 
laus were by Maltliace, the Samaritan, as was his dangliter Olvni- 
pias, whieh his brother Joseph’s ( son had married ; by C'leopatia 
of Jerusalem he had Herod and Philip, and by Pallas, Phasael(i>; 
he had also two daughters, lloxana and Salome, tin? one by 
Phedra, and the otlim* by KIpis: lie had also two w ives iliatliud 
no children, the one bis first cousin, and the other his niece; ami 
besides these he had two daughters, the si.stta s of Alexandt i and 
Aristobuiiis, by Mariamne. Since, therefore, the royal liiniilv 

• Dean Aldrich takes no*i:t' here, that these nine wives of Herod were alive at tl’e 
same time, arul that if the eelO'iafwl Mariamne, who was now deail, he rockonodi 
those wires were in all ten. V -t it • r>^inark:ihie that he had no more than fifteen 

children by them all. 

f To prevent confusion, d idrv n,.i amiss, wuli Dean Aldrich, to distinf^u^n 
between four Josephs in the histjory S HerorK I. Joseph, Herod’s uncle, ami the 
f«ccond] huslwind of hiv sister Saoiuc. slain hy Hercxl, on account r.f Maiianine. *• 
Joseph, Hcrod'a qua-stor, or treasurer, slain on th# mime account, 3. Joseph, 1 
rod’s brotlier, slain in b.atit* against Antigonus. -!. Joscpliy Herod’s neplicir, ® 
bmbar.d of Olympias, mentioned in this place. 
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ivas luiinerous, Antipater prayed him to change these [intend- 

eJ] marriages, 

5. Wlien the king perceived what disposition he was in to- 
wards these orphans, lie was angry at it, and a suspicion came 
into his mind, as to those sons whom he had put to death, 
whether that had not been brought about by the false tales of 
Aiitipater; so at that time he made Antipater a long and a 
peevish answer, and bid him begone. Yet was he afterwards 
prevailed upon cunningly by his flatteries, and changed the 
marriages; he married Aristobulus’ daughter to him, and his 
son tol’heroras’ ilaughter. ^ 

Q Now one may learn, in this instance, how very much this 
flattering Antipaler could do, even what Salome in the like cir- 
cumstances could not do ; for when she, wlio was his sister, and 
who, by the means of Julia, Ca\sar’s wife, earnestly desired leave 
to be married to Sylleus the Arabian, Herod swore he would 
esteem her his bitter enemy, unless she would leave off that pro- 
ject: he also caused her, against her own consent, to be married 
to Alexas, a friend of his, and that one of her (laughters should 
be married to Alexas* son, and the other to Antipater’s uncle 
bv the iv.other’s side. And for the daughters the king had by 
Mariamuc, the one was married to Anlipater, his sister’s son, 
and the other to his brother’s son, Phasaelus. 


CHAP. XXIX. 


Antipaicr becomes i?i tolerable. lie h sefU to llomcy and cai'rxcs 
Hn 'Oil s testament with him. Pheroras leaves his brother^ that 
he may keep his wife. He dies at home. 

s 1. No w when Antipater had cut off the hopes of the or- 
pbans, and liad contracted such aflinities as would be most for 
his own advantage, he proceeded briskly, as having a certain ex- 
pectation of the kingdom, and as he had now assurance added 
ti) bis wickedness, he became intolerable, for not being able to 
avoid the hatred of all people, he built bis security upon the 
terror he sti iiek into them. Pheroras also assisted him in his de- 
signs, looking up<m him as already fixed in the kingdom. There 
was also a company of women in the court, which excited new 
disturbances ; for Pheroras’ wife, together with her mother 
and sister, as also Antijiater’s mother, grew very impudent 
the palace. JShe also was so insolent as to affront the 
king’s ^ two daughters, on wl.'ch account the king hated her to 

* These daufrhters of Herod, whoiii Plijioras’ wife alfromed, were Sakme and 
two virgins, wI)o wi-re l>orn to him of his two wives, Klpis mid PheUra. 
Herod's genealogy, Ant, 4. U. XVIT ch. i. sect. vol. 111. 
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a great degree ; yet although these women were hated by 
they domineered over others : there was only Salome who op’ 
posed their good agreement, and informed the king of th^ip 
meetings, as not being for the advantage of liis affairs. 
when those women knew what calnmnics she had raised against 
them, and how much Herod was displeased, they left off thcip 
public meetings, and friendly entertainments of one another' 
nay, on the contrary, they pretended to (piarrel one with another 
wdieii the king was within hearing. The like dissimulation dij 
Antipater make use of, and when matters were public, he op, 
posed Pheroras ; but still tliey bad private cabals, and merry 
meetings in the night time; nor dicl the observation of othor^ 
do any more than eoidirm their nuitnal agreement. However 
Salome knew every thing they did, and told every tliinrr to 
Herod. 

2. But he was inflamed with anger at them, and chieilv nt 
Pheroras’ wife; for Salome had principally accused her. So 
he got an assembly of his friends and kimlred togetlna*, and there 
accused this woman of many things, and ))articnlarly of the al’- 
fronts she had offered liis daughters; and that she iiail sn[)plie(l 
the Pharisees with money, by way of rewards {‘or what lliev had 
done against him, and had pn>cured his l)roth( r to Ix conm his 
enemy, by giving him love potions. At length he turned his 
speech to Pheroras, and told him, That he would give him 

his choice of these two things, whethm* In* woidd ke(*p inwitii 
“ his brother, or with his withy” And when IMieroras .said, 
that he would * die rather than forsake his wife, Herod, not 
knowing what to do fiirther in tiiat matter, turned his sjKoJi 
to Antij)ater, and charged him to have no intercourse either widi 
Pheroras’ wife, or with Pheroras himself, or with any one \k- 
longing U) her. Now, though Antipater did not transgress that 
his injunction publicly, yet did he in secret come to their night 
meetings ; and because he. was afraid that Salome observed what 
he did, he procured, by the means of his Italian fritmds, that he 
might go and live at lioiuo : for when they wrote that it was 
j)roper for Antipater to be sent to ( Aesar for scmie tune, Horod 
made no delay, but sent him, and that w ith a splendid attendance, 

♦ Tins stranj^e nt)ntinac) of Pheroras in rct.iinin;' wifi*, ivho was oiih ot a lo'v 
family, and to imirn- '/nv nc.irly related to HtTtxl, he su tanitjiitly 

dt^ired it, as also that wiA ’ > a ’rnii. li. to the counsels of the other great court laaics 
together with Hero<l*s own imj:)(»r»fjuity as to I In rtiras’ divorce and other niarnjgP» 
all so remarkable here, or 'o rhe \ iitKjiiities, II. WII. ch. ii. sect. -1. vol. Ill* 
ch. iii. jo-cu a. cannot be well a<.(oariU'cJ for, but on t!»e supposal that Pheroras 
lieved, anri Ilerorl suspected, that liie l^hariNces’ pretliction, as if the crown o| * ^ 

Uiouid bo translateri from licrud to Pheioras* jarsterity, and that most 
Pheroras’ jKisteriiy by this his wife, aUo would prove true, See Antiq* il* ' 
ii. i(L*cu atid ch. iii. ivet. 1* vol. HI. 
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ariJ a great deal of money, and gave him his testament to carry 
with him, wherein Anlipater had the kingdom bequeathed to 
him, and wherein Herod was named for Antipater’s successor, 
that Herod, I mean, who was the son of Mariamne, the high 
priest’s daughter. 

Sylleiis also, the Arabian sailed to Rome, witliout any 
regard to Ca sar’s inj mictions, and this in order to oppose Anti- 
pater with all his might, as to that hnv-suit which ^sicolaus had 
with him before. This Sylleus had also a great contest with 
Aretas his own king ; lor he had slain many others of Aretas’ 
rrieiuls, and particularly Sohermis, the most potent man in the 
city Petra. Moreover, lie had jirevailed with Pliabatus, who 
was Herod’s steward, by giving him a great sum of moiity to 
assist him against Herod; but when Herod gave him moH‘, he 
induced him to leave Sylleus, and by his means he demandtal of 
Iiim all that Ciesar Jiad required of liim to pay. Rut when 8yl- 
leiis paid nothing of what he was to pay, and did also accuse 
Pliabatus to Cmsar, and said that he was not a steward for Cm- 
sar’s advantage, but for Herod’s, Pliabatus was angry at him on 
that aceemnt, but was still in very great esteem w ith Herod, and 
ili'scoverod Sylleus’ grand secrets, and told the king that Sylleus 
liad corrupted C’orintlius, (me of the guard’s of his body, by 
bribing bim, and of whom he must tlierelbre have a care. Ac- 
cordingly the king complied, for tliis Corintliirs, ihougb lie 
were brought up in Herod’s kingdom, yet was he by birth an 
Arabian, so the king ordered him to be taken up immediately, 
and not only him, but two other Arabians, who were caught 
with him; the one of them was Sylleus’ friend, the other the 
head of a tribe. The last being put to the torture, confessed 
that they had ]irevailed w ith Corinthns, for a large sum of mo- 
ney to kill Herod; and when they had been farther examined 
betore Saturninus the ])resident of Syria, thev wen* sent to Koine. 

4. However, Herod did not leave olf inijiortuniiig Pheroriis, 
but proceeded to foree him to put awav Ins wife ; yet eould be 
Hut devise any way by which he ccnild bring tlie woman herself 
U) piinislimenl, although he had many causes of liatred to her: 
till at length he was in such great uneasiness at her, that he east 
both her and Ids brother out of his kingdom. Pheroras t(K'k this 
injury vei^y ])atiently, and went away into his own tetrarchy 
[Perea beyond Jordan,] and swore that there should be but one 
cud put to his flight, and that shouUi lie Herod’s dc^ith ; and that 
jie would never return while i.o was alive. Nor indeed would 
ic return when Ids brother w^as sick, although he earnestly sent 
or liini to come to him, l>ecau.se he had a ndnd to leave some 
^ojiinctions with 1dm before lu* died ; but Herod unexpectedly 
Recovered. A little afterward Pheroi •RvS himself fell sick, when 
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Herod showed great moderation : for he came to him and pitied 
his case, and took care of him; but his aflection for him didh[jjj 
no gooil, lor Pheroras dieil a little afterward. Now, tliourrlj 
Herod had so great an alFection for him to the last day of jjjj. 
life, yet was a report s])read abroad that he had killed him by 
poison. How^ever, he took care to have his dead body canie[j 
to Jerusalem, and appointed a very great mourning to tlie wbob. 
nation for him, and hestow'ed a most pompous funeral u})oii liim 
And this was the end that one of Alexanders and Aristohulins’ 
murderers came to. 


CHAP. XXX. 

When Herod made inquinj about Pheroras' deaths a discovny 
njcas made that Antipaicr had prepared a jnnsonoiis dran^r 'k 
Jhr him. Herod easts J}(nis and her accojuplices, as al:o 
Mariamne^ out of' the palace^ and blots her son Herod out of 
his testament. 

§ 1. Rrr now the punishment was transferred unto tin; ori- 

ginal author, Aiitipater, and t(»ok its rise from tlie diatli of 
Pheroras : for certain of liis freed men came with a sad coun- 
tenance to the king, and told him, That his brother had hcoi 
“ destroyed by poison, and that his wile had broiighl him soiiil- 
what that was prepared after aji unnsnal mannta*, and ilua, 
upon his eating it, he presently fell into his disti inper ; lliui 
‘‘ Antipater’s inotlu r and sister, two ilays before, brought a 
woman out of Arabia tliat was skill'id in mixing sncli driii,s 
“ that she might jirepare a love potion for Pheroras; and tliiit, 
“ instead of a love j)otion, she had given him deadly }K)iyjii; 
and that this was done by the management of Sy Ileus, who 
was acajuaintetl with that woman.” 

2. The king was deeply ailected with so many sus])icions, urnl 
had the maid-servants and some of the Ifee women also tortured, 
one of whom cried out in her agonies, “ ISIay that Cod that go- 

verns the earth and the heaven, punish this author ol all tbm 
our miseries; Antipater’s mother !” The king took a luiiidlt' 
from this conlession, and proceeded to iiujuire farther into the 
truth of the matter. >>o this woinarj discovered the Irieiiddiip 
of Antipatcr’s inotlier t(j l^heroras and Anlipater’s women, as 
also tlieii secret ineeiings, and that Pheroras and Antipater 
drunk with them fora v»iK)le night together as they retninn 
from the king, and would not suHer any body, <*ither iiian-^ 
vant or maid-sei vant, to be there; while one ol the free wona 
discovered llie matter. 1 ^^. 

3. Upon this Herod tortured the rnaicl-servants every 

themselves separately, wliu all unanimously agreed in t k ^ 
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going discoveries, and tliat accordingly by agreement they went 
[ivvay. Antipater to Rome, and Pheroras to Perea : for that 
they oftentimes talked to one another thus, That after Herod 
« had slain Alexander and Aristobulus, he would fall upon them, 
aiul upon their wives, because, after he had not spared Ma- 
riamiic and her children, he would spare nobody ; and that 
‘‘ for this reason it was best to get as far off the wild beast as 
they were able.” And that Antipater oftentimes lamented 
his own case before his mother, and said to her. That “ he had 
already grey hairs u])on liis head, and that his father grew 
younger again every day, and that })erhaps death would over- 
take him before he sliould begin to be a king in earnest; and 
‘‘ that in case Ilerod should die, wliich yet nol)ody kiuiw when 
‘‘ it would be, the enjoyment of the succession could certainly 
“ he but for a little time ; for that thes<‘ heads of Hydra, the 
sons of Alexander aiul Aristobulus, were growing up : that 
he was deprived by his father of the hopes of being succeed- 
‘‘ cd by his children, for that his successor after his death was 
‘‘ not to be any one of his own sons, but Herod the son of Mari- 
“ ainne; that in this point Herod was plainly distracted, to think 
“that his testaimnit should therein takej)lace; for he would 
“ take, care that not one of his posterity should remain, because 
“ he was of all fatliers the greatest hater of his children. Yet 
“ does lie hate his biother still worse, whence it was that he a 
“ while ago gave himself a hundred talents, that he should not 
“ havi' any intercourse with Pheroras. And when IMicroras 
“ said, Wlierein have we done him any harm? Antipater re- 
“ plied, 1 wish he would but dejirive us of all wc have, and leave 
us naked and alive only ; but it is indeed impossible to escape 
“ this wild beast, who is thus given to murder, who will not 
“ permit us to love any jierson openly, although we be together 
“ jirivately, yi't may we be so openly too, if we have but the 
“ courage and the hands of men.” 

4. Tlicse things were said by the wouu n upon the torture, 
as also that Pheroras resolved to fly with them to Perea. Now 
Herod gave credit to all they said on account of the affair of 
the hundred talents ; for he had no discourse with any body 
about them, but only \\\{}\ Antipater. So he vented his anger 
first of aV against Aiitipater’s motlu r, and took away from her 
all the ornaments which he had given lier, which cost a great 
many talents, and cast lier out of ‘he palace a second time. He 
also took (‘are of Pheroras’ wonu'ii after their tortures, as be- 
ing now reconciled to them : Inii lie was in great consternation 
nimseli, and infhnned upon every suspicion, and had many in- 
nocent persons led to tlie torture out of his fear, lest he should 
leave any guilty person imturtured. 
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5. And now it was that he betook liiinself to examine Anti, 
pater of Samaria, who was the steward of [his son] Antipattf 
and upon torturinp; him, he learned, that Anti])ater had sent for 
a potion of deadly poison for him out of K^ypt, by Anti])liifo 5 
a companion of his; that 'I'heudio, the uncle of Antipater, 
it from him, and delivered it to Pheroras ; for that Antipater 
bad charged him to take his lather off while he was at Rome, and 
so free him from the suspicion of doing it liiinself: that Pheroras 
also committed this jiotion to his wife. Then ilid the king siiij 
for her, and bid her bring to him what she had received iinnu*. 
diately. So she came out of her house as if she w ould In iiur 
with her, but threw' herself down from the top of the house, in 
order to jn event any examination and lorUire from the kimr. 
However, it came to pass, as it seems by the providence of Clo^j 
when he intended to bring Antipater to punisliment, that she 
not upon her head, but upon other parts of her body, and escaj)- 
ed. 'I'he king, w hen she was brought to him, took care el her 
(for she was at first (piite senseh.'ss upon her fall,) and asked Iht 
why she had throw n her^^elf down ? and gave hi'r his oath, tliat 
if slie w’ould speak the real truth, he would excuse her fiom 
punishment: Imt that if she conceah'd any thing, he would 
have her Ixuly torn to pieces by torments, and leave iu> part of 
it to be buried. 

6. U})on this the woman paust'd a little, and then said, \\]iv 
do I spare to speak of llie.'^e grand sec rets, now Phercuas is 
‘‘ dead, that would only tend to save Antipaler, who is all our 
destruction, lleartheii, O king, and be lliou, and (Jod him- 
self, who cannot iie dt^a ivial, witnesses to the truth of wlii t ^ 
am going to ^ay. W hen thon didst sit weejiing by Idieionis 
as he was dying, then it was that lie called me to him, and .aid, 
My dear wile, I have been greatly mistaken as to tlie disjm- 
sition of my brother towards me, and have hated him that is.^o 
aflectionatc* to me, and have contrived to kill him who is in 
5iuch disorder for me belbre 1 am dead. As for mvsell, I 
“ cfcive the recompense of iny impiety ; ))ut do thou bring wluit 
{Kiison was left with us by Anlipater, and which thou ket']Hst 
^ in order to destroy him, and cmisimie it immediately in the 
hre in my sight, tliat I may not be liable to tlieavdiger in dir 
invisible w'orld. 'J In . 1 iiroiiglit. as he bid me, and t niglkd 
‘‘ the greatest part ot it into the fin-, but reserved a little et it 
f()r my own use against uncertain futurity, and out of tny kiU 
of thee.’' 

7. V\ hen she had said ?!j.s, she brought the box, which hac a 
small quantity of this polk)/! in it : but the king let her 
and transferred the tortures t(» Antiphilus’ mother and I rolla^j. 
who both ronfe‘'S< 'l that Antiphilus brought the box out a 
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j/gypt, and tliat they had received the potion from a brother of 
his who was a physician at Alexandria. Tlien did tlie ghosts 
of Alexander and ArisUibuliis go round all the palace, and be- 
came the inquisitors and discoverers of wJiat could not other- 
wise have been Ibuiul out, and brought such as were the freest 
tVoni suspicion to be examined ; wliereby it was discovered that 
Mariamiie, the high priest\s daughter, was conscious of this 
plot, and her very brothers, when tliey were tortured, declared 
it so to be. WhercaijK)!! the king avenged this insolent attempt 
of the mother iqion her son, and blotted Herod, whom he had 
l)V her, out of his testament who had been before named there- 
in as successor to Antijiater. 

CHAP. XXXI. 

Antipater is convicted In/ Batin/llus : but he still returns from 
Rome vcithout hioiciin^ it. Herod brings him to his trial 

Tj 1. FTEii these things were over, Ikithyllus came under 
examination, in order to convict Antipater, who })roved the 
concluding attestation to Antipater’s designs; for imleed he was 
no other than his freed man. 'Hiis man came, aiul brought 
another deadly potion, llu* poison of asj)s, and the juices ot other 
borpents, that if the first potion did not do the bn.'>ine'‘.s, Pheroras 
and his wile might be armetl with tlii^^ also to destroy the king. 
He brought also an addition to Anlipater’s insolent attempt 
against ln< father, which was the letters wJiich he wrote against 
liis brethren, Archelaus and Philip, who were the king's sons 
and eiincated iit Home, being yet youths, but of generous dis- 
positions. Antipater set hinorjelf to get rid of these as soon as 
!u’ could, that they might not be jirejudicial to his hopes, and 
to that end lie forged letters against them in the name of his 
Irieiids at Rome. Some of these In* corrujtted by bribes to 
write how they grossly reproached their lather, and tlid openly 
hcwail Alexander and Aristobulus, aiul were uneasy at their 
heing recalled, for their father had alreaily sent for them, which 
Was the very thing that troubled Anli})aler. 

^1. Nay, indeed wiiile Antij)aler was in Jiulea, and before he 
"as upon his journey to Rome, In gave money to have the like 
letters against them sent friun Ri)me, and then came to his fatlu*!*, 
"ho as yet had no suspicion of him, mul apologized for his breth- 
and allegi\l on their l)i‘hail, that some ot the things contain- 
ed in those letters were false, ano others of tiiem were cmly youth- 
til errors. Yet at the same time that lie expended a great ileal 
his money, by making preseiu*^ to such as wrote against his 
^^*<*tlnvn, did he aim to bring his accounts into confusion, bv buy- 

Ill, ‘ 
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ing costly garments, anti carpets of various contextures, with silve, 
and gold cups and a great many more curious things, that so 
among the very great expenses laid out upon such furniture h 
might conceal the money he had used in hiring men [to write 
letters ;] for he brought in an account of his expenses, amounting 
to two hundred talents, his main pretence for which was the 
lawsuit he had been in with Sylleus. So while all his rogue, 
ries, even those of a lesser sort also, were covered by his greater 
villany, while all the examinations by torture proclaimed his 
attempt to murder his father, and the letters proclainuMl his 
second attempt to murder his brethren; yet did no one of those 
that came to Home inform him of his inistbrtunes iii Judea, ah 
though seven months had intervened between his conviction and 
his return, so great was the hatred which they all hore to hiiu 
Ant! [)erliaps they w'ere the ghosts of those hretliren of Ids that 
nad been nuirdored, that stopt the months of those iliat in- 
tended to have told him. He tiu n wrote from Koine, uml 
formed [his friends] that he would soon come to them, and how 
he was dismissed with honour by I'lesar. 

3. Now' the king being desirous to get this plollt r against him 
into his haiuls, and being also afraid lest he shouhl some wav cojiic 
to the kiiow’ledge how his atlairs stood, and he upon his guard, 
he dissembled Ids anger in his epistle to him, as in other 
he w rote kindl\ to him, atid desired him to make hasli*, lx caiisii 
if he came quickly, he would then lay aside the eoinplainls he 
had against his mother; lor Antipater was !n)t ignorant timt 
his mother had been expelled out of the palace. Ilowi vei, he 
had before received a letter, which conlainetl an account of ]ie 
death of Pherora", at * '1 arenluin, and made great lamentations 
at it ; for whicii some commended him, as being ior his own 
uncle; though prohahlv this confusion arose on account ot his 
having thereby tailed in his ])lot [on his lather's life, ami liis 
tears were more for the loss of him that was to have been sub- 


servient therein, llian tor [an uncle] Pheioras ; moreover, a 
sort of lear came upon him as to his designs, lest the |xn^on 
should have been diNCoveretl. I lowever, when he was in Cilicia, 
lie received the l^iremeiilioneil epi>tle Iroin Ids latluir, ami made 
great haste accordir.^dv. Hut when he had sailed to C elcmhn^, 
ii suspicion came into tds mind relating to his mother s mbtm- 
mne: as if his soul fon i ode<l some mischiel to itselt. 


rherefore of his trimds who were the most consiilenitc, 
vised him nc>t rashi\ Kj go to his lather till he had learned w lat 
were the occasions wh\ Ids mother had been t jicted, betaus^ 
they were afraid that he iidght be involved in the calninidts l ‘a 
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had biicii cast upon his mother : but those that were less consid- 
erate, and had more regard to their own desires of seeing their 
native country, than to Antipater’s safety, persuaded him tu 
make luistc home, and not by delaying hi.s journey, afford his 
jlitlicr ground for an ill sii.spicion, and give a handle to those 
that raised stories against him ; for that in case any thing had 
been moved to his disadvantage, it wa.s owing to his absence 
wliicli durst not have been (lone had lie been present. And 
(hev said, it was absurd to deprive himself of certain happiness, 
for tlie sake of an uncertain suspicion, and not rather to return 
to liis father, and take the royal authority upon him, which 
was in a state of fluctuation on his account only. Anti|)ater 
(oinplied with this last advice; for Providence hurried him on 
[to his destruction.] So he pas.sed over the .sea, aiul landed at 
.Sebastiis, the haven of Cesarea. 

i. And here he found a perfect and unexpected solitude, while 
evorv body avoidetl liim, and nobody durst come at him ; for 
ho was ecjually hated by all men; and now tliat hatred had 
liberty to sliow itsc ll’ and the dread men were in at the king’s 
anger made men ke(‘i) from him; for the whole city [of Jcru.sa- 
loin] was filled with the rumours about Anlipater, and Anti- 
jiater himself was the only person who was ignorant of them ; 
l()r ns IK) man was dismissed more inagnificeiiily when he began 
lis vovage; to Rome, so was no man now rece ived back with 
l^nonter ignominy. And indtHMl lu; began already to suspect 
what misl'ortunes there were in Herod’s family ; yet did he cun- 
ningly coiueal liis suspicion; and while lie was inwardly ready 
to die for fear, he jnit on a forced lK)ldness of countenance. Nor 
Could he now' fly any whither, nor luid lie any way of einerg- 
r out of the (lilliculties which encompassed him, nor indeed 
il he even there any certain intelligence of tlie affairs of the 
royal Ihmily, by reason of the threats tlie king liad given out : 
ycl had lu* some snuill hopes of better tidings; tor ])erhaps no- 
thing had been discovered; or, if any disc<’very liad been made, 
porhaps he should be able to chair liimself by ini})udence, and 
arthil tricks, which were the only things he relied upon I’or his 
(Idiveranee. 


5 . And with tlu se hopes did lie screen himselt, till he came 
tn the palace, w ithont jiiiy Irieiuls witli him ; tor these were 
attronled and shut out at (he first gale. Now' Varus, (he })re- 
anient ot Syria, happened to be in the palace [at this juncture;] 
so Antipater went in to his latlier, and, putting on a bolil lace, 
he (‘unie mair to .valntc him: but Herod slretclicd out his hands, 

; ‘10(1 turned his head away from him, and cried out, Kveii this 
^ an indication of a parricich-, to he desirous to get me into 
hiv arms, when he is under such heinous accusations, (hn! 
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“ confound thee, thou vile wretch, do not tliou touch nie, till 
thou liast cleared thyself of these crimes that are charged 
tliee. I appoint thee a court where thou art to be judged, and 
“ this Varus, who is very seasonably here, to be thy judge; and 
‘‘ get thou thy defence ready against to-morrow ; Ibr [ 
thee so much time to prepare suitable excuses lor tlivsel' ” 
And as Antipater was so confounded, that he was able to inaj^ai 
no answer to tliis charge, he went away ; but his motlur and 
wife came to him, and told him of all the evidence tlu y had 
gotten against him. Hereupon he recollected himself and con. 
sidered what defence he should make against the accusaliuiis. 


CHAP. XXXII. 


Anti pater is accused he fare 1 arus^ and iS convicted of taifmt 
plot his jlithcr] Inf the strongest evidence, j/mj,! 

puts off his })unishment till he should he recovered^ and^ in ih,. 
jneantiine, alters his testament, 

§ 1. ^^owtheday lollowing the king assmnbled a court of 

his kinsmen and friends, and calK*d in Anlipak r’s fritaids aho- 
1 lerod himself, u ith V arus, wert* the pl•esident^ ; and 1 lei od c.ilJtd 
tor all tile witnesses, and orilt reil tlu ui to lie brought in; aiiinii<T 
whom sunn* of the domestic servants of Antipatei's niollur 
were brought in abo, who iiad but a litth* whih* liefoio larn 
caught, as they were carrving the following letter Iroin lur u, 
lier son : •• Since all lliose things have bei n already discoviioi 
“ to tliy lathf 1 *, do not tliou come to him, unJi'>s thou v.fist 
“ pr(*curi* some a>>i>lance from C'a*sar.” \\ hen this and ilii 
other witnes>es were inf italiiCi'd, Antipater came in, and iallin, 
on his llice beiiire hi'^ father’^ leet, he said, “ f ather, 1 he^uii 
^ thee do not eondemn me bi i'orehaiul, but let ihy eais he iin* 
biassed, and allend lo mv lieti uce; for il ihou will giv«.* i;ic 
leave, I vs ill demoU''rrate that 1 am innoeeiit." 

2. llereujioii I lerod t ried tint to him to holt! his peace, iuhI 
spoke thus to V'aru'-, "*1 eamu/l Iml think that thou, \ aiu"* 
and every olln r uju iglit judge, will di termiiie lliat AiilijKilyi 
‘‘ is a vile wretch. 1 am als<i alraitl lhal tluiU wilt ahlior Jin 
‘‘ fortune, and judge me alst> invseif vvtirlhy ol all soils el m- 
lainitv, lor bt'geUing s’u li children ; vvhilir yet 1 ought mU'i' 

*• to be pitied, who have licaai so alli vtionate a lather to ^ 
wreteiied ^ons ; Un when 1 had .setlletl the kingdom on J'V 
former sons, evam vv!- w they were youngs aiul when, 
the charge> ol their education at llonie, I had j 

tbf: triends of thenar, and inadt! them envied l>y othei 
found them ph/iling against im ; those have been nut to < » 
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t( aiul that, in a great measure, for the sake of Antipater ; for as 
a he was then young, and appointed to be my successor, 1 took 
cure chiefly to secure him from danger: but this profligate 
tk wild beast, when he had been over and above satiated w ith that 
“patience whicli I showed him, he made use of that abundance 
“ 1 had given him against myself; for I seemed to him to live too 
a long, and he was very uneasy at the old age 1 was arrived at; 

“ iK)r could he stay any longer, but would be a king by parricide. 
n And justly I am served by him for bringing him back out ot the 
“ country to court, when he was of no esteem before, and for 
“ thrusting out those sons of mine that were born of the (jueen, 

“ aiul for making him a successor to my dominions. I confess to 
“ thee, O V^irus, the gretit folly I was guilty of: for I provoked 
“ those sons of mine to act againt me, and cut off their just ex- 
“ pcctations for the sake of Antipater; and indeed what kintl- 
‘‘ iicss did 1 do to them, that could equal what I have done to 
“ Anli[)ater ? to whom I have, in a manner, yielded up my royal 
authority while I am alive, and whom I have openly named 
‘‘ for the successor to my dominions in my testament, and given 
‘‘ him a yearly revenue of his own, fifty talents, and supplied 
liim with money to an extravagant degree out ot my own 
reveniK?; and when he was about to sail to Koine, 1 gu'O him 
‘‘ tliree hundred talents, and recoinineiuled him, and him aione 
‘‘ of all my children, to C'lesar, as his father’s deliverer, i .ow 
what crimes were those other sons ot mine guilty of like these 
of Amipater ? and what evidence was there bioiight against 
them so strong as there is to demonstrate thi^ son to have plot- 
ted against me ? Yet dot s tliis parricide jn esiime to s})eak for 
•• himself, and hopes to obscure the truth by lus cunning tricks. 

Tlion, O Varus, must guaril tiiyse!l against him ; lor 1 know 
‘‘ the w ild beast, and 1 foresee how jilausibly he will talk, aiul his 
“ coimlerfi'it lamentation, 'i'his was lie who exhortnl me to 
•‘have a rare of Alexaiuler when he was alive, and not to in- 
“ trust my body with all iiuMi ! '1 his was lu‘ who came to my 

“ very bed, and looked about lest aiiv one sbouhl lay siuiro for 
“me! ^rhis was in* wliott>ok care <>1 my >leep, aiul si cured n;e 
“ iroiii anv fear ol tianger, w ho conilorleil me inuler tlu‘ trouble 
“ 1 was ill upon tlie slaughter i)t my sons, and lookiil to see 
“ what affection my surviving brethren bore me! "1 his was 
“ luy protector, ami the guardian of my body ! And w beii I call 
“ to mind, O \'ariis, bis craftiness upon every occa.sion, and his 
“ iirt of dissembling, I can hardly believe that 1 am still ali\e, 
“ and 1 wonder how' 1 have i .-.ca}>ed sucli a deej> plotter of inis- 
cliiof. However, since some fate or ollua* makes my house tle- 
“ solatc, and pei]ietiially raises up those that are dearest to me 
against me, 1 will with tears lament my haul fortune, and pri - 
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vately groan under my lonesome condition ; yet I am resolved 
“ that no one who thirsts after my blood shall escape punisli. 

ment, although the evidence should extend itself to all niv 
« sons.'’ ^ 

3, Upon Herod’s saying this, he was interrupted by the coii. 
fusion he was in ; but ordered Nicolaus, one of his frieiuls, to 
])ro(Iuce the evidence against Antipater. Ihit in the meantiine 
Anti[)ater lifted up his heati, (for he lay on the ground before 
father’s feet,) and cried out aloud, ‘‘ 'fhou, O father, hast made 
iny apology for me; for how can 1 be a parricide, whom thou 
thyself confessest to have always had for thy guardian ? 
callest my filial alfection prt)digious lies, and liypocrisv ; 
then could it be that I, who was so subtle in other inattm 
should here be so mad as not to understand that it was not 
easy that he who committed so horrid a crime should be con- 
cealecl from men, hut impossible that he should bt; ct)iiceakd 
“ from the Juilge of heaven, who sees all thing>, and is pnr^eiit 
“ every where ? or did not J know what end my brethren caiut; 

to, on wliom Chul inflicted so grejit a punishment Ibr tluir 
“ evil ilesigns against thee ? and iiuleetl what was there that could 
“ PO ssibly prt)voke me against thee? C’ould the h<>po ol htdiij^ 
a king do it ? 1 was a king alreaily. Could 1 suspect hntnd 
“ from thee? No: was not 1 beloved by thee ? And what oiln r 
fear coultl I have ? Nay, by |)re^t*rving thee sale, 1 was a ur- 
ror to others. Did I want money ? No; lor who was able !a 
“ ex{)end so much as myself ? Indei'd, hither, had 1 bea n tia* 
most execrable of all mankind, and had I had the soul ot ihc 
‘‘ most cruel wild beast, must I not have been overcome v 1 !i 
‘‘ the benefits thou liaiUt be'^towed upon me ? w hom, as iIk ii 
thyself sayest, thou broughti'^t [into the palace;] whom tliou 
‘‘ didst prefer befoie '-o many of thy sons; wlujin thou maduM a 
king in thine own ]ifi.*tim<‘, and by the vast magnitude ol tlif 
‘‘ otlier advantages tliou hestowedst oil me, tlioii madest mean 
object of envy. () miserable man ! that thon .shoiildsi iiiidcr- 
go tliis bitter absence, and then by afford a gieat oppoJimnty 
for envy to rise against tln.*e ! and a long space for siieii as were 
laying designs against tlua* ! ^ et was 1 absent, lather, on lliy 
‘‘ afi’airs, that Syilmis might not treat thee with e«)ntcm])l in 
thine old age. Uonr* is a witness to my filial alhetion, and 
so is (kesar, lln* rul r of the hahilahle earth, who i)ft(nlinio» 
called me * PhiUfjnitvr, i ake lien* tinr letters he hath sent tiite, 
they ai‘ more to b, believetl than the. calumnies raised lieU) 
‘‘ lhes<; letters are iny f‘y ajiology ; these I use as the di nion 
stratit>n of thal natural aflection 1 have to thee. lhincinj|^ 
that it was against my ow ti choice that 1 sailed [to lionuij*^^ 
knowing the latent hatred that was in the kingdom again 

• A Ivi'-' i cl fre!.*’;. 
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me. It was thou, () father, however unwillingly, who hast 
a been my ruin, by forcing me to allow time for calumnies 
a against me, and envy at me. However, I am come hither, 

« ami am ready to hear the evidence there is against me. If I be 
f a parricide, I have })assed by land and by sea, without suffer- 
“ iiig any misfortune on cither of them : but tliis method of 
a trial is no advantage to me; ibr it seems, O father, that I am 
“ already condemned, both before (iod and before thee ; and as 
‘‘ 1 am already condemned 1 beg that thou wilt not believe the 
“ others that have been tortured, but let fire be brought to tor- 
‘‘ ment me ; let the racks march throiigli my bowels; have no 
‘‘regard to any lamentations that this polluted body can make; 

“ for if I be a parricide, 1 ought not to die without torture.” 
Thus did Antipater cry out with lamentation and weeping, and 
moved all the rest, and Varus in particular, to commiserate his 
case, llerod was the only person w hose passion was too strong 
to permit him to weep, as knowing that the testimonies against 
him were true. 

4. And now it was, that at the king’s command, Nicolaus, 
when he had premised a great deal about the craftiness ol An- 
tij)ater, and had prevented the tdlect of their commiseration to 
him, aiU'rwards brought in a bitter and larger accusation against 
him, ascribing all the w'ickedness that had been in the kitigdom 
to him, and especially the murder of his brethren, and deinoiw 
strated that they had perished by the calumnies he had raised 
iigaiiist them. lie also said that he had laid designs against 
iiem that were still alive, as if they were laying plots lor the 
iiccession ; and, said he, how can it be supposed that he who 
)r(‘pared poison for his lather, should abstain from mischief as 
0 his hn.tliren ? He then i)roeeeded to convict him of the at- 
lom})t to poison Herod, and gave an account in order of the 
several discoveries that had been made, and had great indigna- 
tion as to the allair of I^heroras, because Antipater had l)een 
tor making him murder his brother, and had corrupted those 
liat were dearest to tlu* king, and filled the whole jniJaee with 
wickedness ; and w lien he had insi.'sted on many oilier accusa- 
tions, and the proofs lor them, he left olf. 

5. Then Varus bid Antipater make his deleiuv : but he lay 
‘‘tlong in sijeiiee, and said no more but this, (lod is my w it- 
“ iKss that I am entirely imioeeiit.” So Varus asked for tlie 
potion, and gave it U) be drunk by a eondemiied mah faetor, w ho 
''its then in prison, who died njioii tlu' spot. So \ arns, w hen 
ho had liad a very private (liscourse with Herod, and had w rit- 

an aceoimt of this assembly to Cmsar, went away after a 
pays stay. TJie king also lioniid Antipater, and sent away to 
»nforin Ciesar of his mislbrtune.s. 
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6. Now alter this, it was discovered that Antipatcr had laid ^ 
plot against Salome also; for one of Antiphihis’ domestic ser. 
vants came, and brought letters from Rome, from a inaid^ser. 
vant ot* Julia, Caesar’s wife, whose name was Acme. By lu^ ^ 
message was sent to the king, that she had found a letter wi^, 
ten by Salome, among Julufs papers, and hail sent it to 
privately, out t)f Jier good-will to iiim. 'I'his letter of Sal on 
contained the most bitter rc])ix)aches of the king, and the lii«.l), 
est accusations against him. Antipater had forged this letter, and 
had corrujned Acme, and persuadetl lier to send it to llcrod. 
1 li is was proved by hcrr letter to Anlipater, for thus did 
woman write to him : As thou dt‘sirest, 1 have WTitten a letter 

to thy father, and have sent that letter, aiul am persuaded tlmt 
the king will not s}>are his sister when he reads it. Thou wilt 
‘‘ do well to remember what thou hast })ro]nised when all is 
‘‘ acconi[)lished.’* 

7. \\ hen this epistle was <liscovered, and what the tpi^il^ 
forged against Salome contained, a suspicion came into the kiiK^s 
mind, that perhaps the letters against Alexandt r were nho 
i'orged : he was uuireover greatly disturbed, ami in a })as>i(iii, 
because he had almost j>lain his sister on Antij)ater’s aetouin. 
lie dill no longer delay iheiadbre to bring him to pmli^illJn'Ilt 
ibr all his crimes; yet when he was eagerly pursuing Aniipatu, 
lie was restrained by a severe distemper he lell into. Ih.uiwr, 
he sent an account to Cke^ar about Acme, ami the coutiiviiiiLis 
against Salome: lit! sent aUo for hi'* tistaineiit, and altiiiciif, 
ami then'iii made Antipas king, as taking no can* ot ArclRijih 
and Philip, because Anlipater liad blasted iluar reputation' v itli 
liiin : b«it lie becjiiealhed to C'icsar, be-'ides other presiaits {n;iL 
he gave him, a tliou^aml talents; as also to his \n iie and lin:- 
dreii, ami iViends, and Irced-men, about live Immlred : ho 
btajuealhed to all oiImts a great (juanlity of laml, and ot ‘ tiur 
monev, and showed bis respects to Salojiie his sister, by 

her mo>t splendid gilts. AfkI this was what was contuiiiotl in 
jjis tesi.nneiit, as it was now altered. 

CHAP. NXXIIl. 

'J'hr is to jdrns, J/rrf^ffs 

rt’dfiif to dir, Ur ottr'^ r/s tn hill hiinisrll, lie ad/ii/doins 
lijjiitrr to hr slaiu, Ur Mirriirs him Jive. dajtSy and ifn'n 

<; 1. ow Henal’s iislc'iiiper became more ami more m 

to him, and tbis because thesir liis diM>nlers lell npea 

in Ins oi<l age, ami when he was in a imTincholy 

he W!is already almost s(‘vehtv vears oi age, and htta ^ 
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Ijioiiglit calamities that haj)pened to him about his 

chilih'cn, wliereby he had no pleasure in life, even when he was 
in health ; the grief also that Antipater was still alive aggravat- 
ed his disease, whom he resolved to ])ut to death now not at 
niiidom, but as soon as he should be well again, and resolved 
to luivc him slain [in a public manner.] 

2. There also now happened to him, among his other calami- 
ties, a certain pojmlar sedition. There were two men of learn- 
ino- in the city [Jerusalem,] who were thought the most skilful 
ill llie laws of their country, and were on that account had in 
verv great esteem all over the nation ; they wx*re, the one Judas, 
the son of Sephoris, and the other Matthias, the son of Margalus, 
There went a great concourse of the young men to these men, 
when they expounded tluj laws, and there got together every 
(lay a kind of an army of such as were growing up to be men. 
Now wluai these men were informed lliat the king w'as wearing 
awav with melancholy, and with a tlisteinper, they' droppe'l 
words to their ac(|iiaintance, how it was now a very pro])er time 
to defend tlio cause of (iod, and to })nll clown what had been 
en cted contrary to the laws of their country ; for it w as unlaw- 
ful there should be any siicli thing in the temple as images, or 
faces, or the like representation of any animal whatsoever. Now' 
tile king had put up a golden eagle over the great gate ol the 
tcMiiple, which these learned men exhorted them to cut down, 
and told them, that if there should any clanger aris(‘, it was a glo- 
rious thing to die for the laws of their country: bec*ause that 
the soul Nas immortal, and that an eternal enjoyment ot hap- 
piness did await sucli as cliia! on that account: while the mean 
>[)iritc'(l, and tluxse that were not wise enough to show a right 
love of their souls, preferred a death by a disease, beiure that 
which is the result of a virtuous lx luivic^iir. 

3. At th(i same time that these men made this speech to their 
disciples, a rumour was spread abroad, that the king was dying, 
xhich made thc^ young men set about the work with greater 
holdiiess; they' therefore let themselves clown trom the to]i of 
the tcanplc* with thick cords, and this at midday, and while a 
itrcat number of people were in the tem|)lc‘, and cut clown that 
i^oldru eagle wiiii axes. T'his was presently told to the king’s 
caplaiu otjhe temple', who c*ame rmniing with a grc'al botlv of 
soldiers, and caught about forty ol’ the young men, and brought 
them to th(' king. And when he* e^keej them, first of all, w he- 
ther they liad been so barely as to cut down tlu' golden eagle ? 
they confcssi'cl they had done so; and when he asked them bv 
'vliov:,* ccimmancl they had clone* it, ihcv rejilied, at the* command 
oi til. ‘ l.iw ot (heir cotnitry ; and >»hen he* larlhc r asked them, 
.o\\ tiuy c'oulcl be . () jovlid wli«*n they were to be put t<» clealb, 

vor. in. ■ * V V :Pj 
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they replied, * Because they sliouki enjoy grealtir happiu^,. 
after they were dead. 

4*. At this the king was in such an extravagant passion, tlia 
lie overcame his disease [for the time,] and went out, and spol^^ 
to the people ; wherein he made a terrible accusation agaiu^, 
tliose men, as being guilty of sacrilege, and as making gnjatci 
ntteinpls under jiretence of tlieir law, and he thought t}i(?v 
served to be punished as impious persons. Whereupon ilij 
pie were afraid lest a great immlier should be found guilty 
and desired that when he had lirst punished those that put tlu 
upon tills work, and then those that were caught in it, he would 
leave oil' his anger as to the rest. With this the king eoiupljyd 
though not without dilllcnlty, and ordered those that had lyj 
themiidves down, together with the Rabbins, to be burnt aliw 
but delivered the rest that were eauglit to the inoper ollici rs i,j 
be pul to death by them. 

5. After this, the distemper seized upon his who!i‘ bodv, aiu| 
greatly disordered all his parts with various symptoms ; fordm^^^ 
was a great ft?v<!r upon liiin, and an intoleralde itching overall 
lliu suri’ace of Ins body, and continual pains in his colon, and 
dropsical luinours about lii.s feet, and an inliammatioii ol‘ ilu al). 
donieii, and a pnlrcMuction of his privy m<‘!nbej\ that nroducoj 
worms, liesides which, he had a dillienlly of breallm. ■ npon 
liim, and could not breathe but wlien he sat upriglit, and lintl a 
convulsion of all his ineiubi'rs, insonuieh that tin* diviners said, 
those diseases were a puniNhinenl ui)on him lor what lu: had drar 


• .Sine.' in tin* o e.vi) Mf-tiunj, n,* laui* an i vijmt aruuint of tl'. ‘ ,/i w ia-’ I'. i';- 
ioro in t'a: d »>>. of alMmt a I'lit-.r.’ hajjjiy sfatr, and f!:** ri'^inu'Ctioi f 

thf doaii, as in tin* N'l w IV-stanu-nt, ';i. '2\. I shall liiTc nl’.-r to tin* iv j 

pl.ji’C'. in l>e Ilia- uiii* an l ,hit>nic»* ( In isii.m, wli rii ('ontvni '! 

or liic War, n, 11. tin Ni'. s. <t. 10. II. 11. Ill, rlj. viii. u 

I. \\d, I \'. 15. \'ll. rh. ’.i, nrt. 7. Oortr. .\jiii)n. 11. II. "irf. ;?o. X’til. ! V. wh 
vcv may ohsi-rvo. tint none ol'tiusi* pa's'iLT* '. an- in Ins Unnks of .Vn i(|ni! , vniini 
ja.'Cnliariy tor f!a H'L* of tiu* Oriiri»', to ulmni In* ihoni^lil il not [itai, i r tn 

un topic, so niiuii out ul' ti.c r %%riy as 'in .■ u-r.-. N- r is this t' h' 

omiUcal h. rv, fs|u cia.li y i n tin- acro-iM .il'tt.o to ti)lc dificrri-.cc \m* Im'c lOtii' 
IIS in JoM pljiis’ ri jjta scntarifirt ot’ tin* .ir;.;nimnts iisi'i l»y the It 'a I '* 
ouadc their scii.'i o s to lia/aid flnir liv« s for the vindication of GiaI’s i.o\ a. i-'S 
iinagi s, by as iva-il is of tin? answfr-. liioso m hi>lars made to lit red. 'oan 

they wcri* cniidit, and ready to die .'dr tin* s.mie ; 1 mean as eompai' tl uit.i tm 
yiarallcl ar{»nMutUs and an ver represetiltal in tlu* .Ai.tnjuities, U. X\ 11- di i'- 
Nect. C, :i* \*oi. 111. A iik. dill-reiuf lulwi-.ii .Jewisli and (lenlile noiioa'. t • t 

reader veill lint! in iny noh ■ ■ • XiJt.piities, IS. III. (hap. vn* *i'‘it. »• ^ d- *• 
i fj. j’\. Stef. I- Vt)l. I I .S, • Lie like al-o in tlie rase id the ihiae 
1^1 th«f U. XIIJ* (h»)). v. sect, .md cliap x« *'ecl. 1. and *^’1. i , 

II. y VIJi. chap. i. sei . , . Vo’. III. and laanpared witli this se. liis ‘ 

Jew., IS. ir. t-h. viii. sea. 1 .. Vol. III. Nor does St. Taol ^ 

k> tlie Geritilvs at Atlicn^ Aas xvii. O;, :5). as In* doi-s to ll»c Jews in lo'^ 
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to tlie Rabbins. Yet did be struggle with his numerous disor* 
(lers, and still bad a desire to live, and hoped for recovery, and 
j-Qiisidered ol’ several methods of cure. Accordingly he went 
over Jordan, and made use of those hot baths at Calliriioe, 
which run into tlie lake Asphaltitis, but are themselves sweet 
enough to be drunk. And liere the physicians thought proper 
to bathe liis whole body in warm oil, by letting it down into 
a large vessel full of oil ; whereupon his eyes failed liiin, and he 
ranie and went as if he were dying; and as a tumult was then 
made by his servants, at their voice he revived again. Yet did 
he after this despair of recovery, and gave orders tliat each sol- 
dier should have fifty drachm;e a piece, and that his command- 
ers and friends should have great sums of money given them. 

(). He then returned back and came to Jericho, in such a me- 
lancholy state of body as almost threatened him witli present 
death, when he ])roceeded to attempt a horrid wickedness; lor 
lie got logetlier tlie most iiluslrions men ol‘ the whole Jewish 
nation, {)iit of (A cry village, into a jilacc called the i r 4 )podroine, 
and there shut them in. He then called ior his sister Salome, 
and her husband Alexas, and made this sjaH;ch to them: ‘‘I 
“ know well enough that the Ji‘ws will kia'p a lestival u|>()n 
“my death ; 'however it is in my power to lx* mourned Ibr on 
“otlii'r accounts, and to have a splendid luiu ral, it you will l)o 
“ but subservient to my cominands. J)(> you but take care to 
“send solditus to encompass these men that are now in custody 
“and sl;iy them immediately upon my death, and then all Ju- 
“ (lea, ai. I every family of them will weep at it, w lietiier they 
“ w’ill or no.” 

7. These were (he commands he gave thejii; w hen there came 
letters from his ambassadors at liome, whereby information was 
given that Acme was ])ut to deatl) at Cmsar's cominand, and that 
Antipater was coiulemiK^d to die: however, they wrote withal, 
that if Herod had a mind rather to banish bini, Ciesar permitted 
liini so to (ItE So lu' for a little while revived, and bad a desire 
to live : but j)rcsently after be w as overborne by his pains, and was 
disordered by want of lixul, and by a convulsive couglu and 
eiuleavoined to prevent a natural death ; so he took an apple and 
asked tor a kniti , for he used to pare apples anil cal them ; he 
then looked round about to sei' that there w'as nobodv to binder 
him, and lilb'd up his right band as if he would stab liimself: but 
Aehiabus, his lirst cousin, came nn uing to him, and held his hand, 
and hindered him from so doing ; on which (H casion a very great 
lamentation was juade in the palace, as if the king w as exjiiring. 
As joim as ever Antij)ator hc an* (hat, ho look courage, and wiUi 
ui Ins looks, besought his km pers, for a sum ol' money, to 
co.e' him and let him go: but the priiu'ipal keeper of the prison 
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did not only obstruct him in that his intention, but ran and lojj 
the king what liis design was; licreupon tlie king cried 
louder than his distemper would well bear, and iminediatojv 
sent some oi'liis guards and slew Antipater; he also gave orcli^i 
to have him buried at riyrcanium, and altered his testjuiui^ 
again, and therein made Archehuis, his eldest son, and the 
ther of Antipas, his successor, and made Anti})as tetrarch. 

8. So I leroil having survived the slaughter of his son five days 
died, having reigned thirty-four years, since he had caused An^ 
tigomis to be slain, and obtained his kingdom : but thirty-sc V( i, 
years si?ice he had been made king by tlie Uomans. Kowii^jja 
his fortune it was j)rosj)erous in all other respects, if ever any 
other man coukl be so, since, from a})rivale man he oblaiued (lu 
kingdom, and ke])t it so long, and left, it to his own sous: but 
still in his doniiistic alhiirs, he was a most nnibrlunate jium 
Now belbre the soldiers knew of his death, Salome and ln rliir- 
band came out and dismisstal those that were in bonds, wlioiii tin 
king had eominaiuled to he slain, aiul told them that he had alin. 
ed his iniiul and would have every one of them stun to their (avj; 
homes. \\'hen t!K*s(.* men were gone, Salome tt)!d the st>l(!ii)> 
[the king was dead,] :md got them and the rc*st of the imihiiiuif 
tog(‘ther to an assembly, in the ampliitlieatre in ,lerieli(), 
Ikolemy, wiio wa> intrusted by the king with hi> sigiu.io liii;. 
cajne before tbem, and spoke of llu* happiness the king bad ; !• 
lained, and eoinforti'd the nmltitnde, and read the e})i>lle uliiji 
l)ad been left for tlu- soldier>, wherein he earnestly exliorted ilaii: 
to l)ear g()('d-w ill to his Muaas.sor: and alter lie had riad lin 
epistle, he opem (i and read his te stament, wherein Pliilip 
inherit "I'raclionitis, and the neighbouring countries, and Aiiti)',- 
was to l.)e tetiarcli, as we said belbre, and Arclielaiis was mad. 
king. He hail :dso been commanded to cany Herod’s jiiig lo 
C.'i'sai*. and the settlements lie had made sealed up, because ( asii 
was to be lord of all the settlerneiits lie had made, and was le a)ii- 
firm his testament ; and he oniei’ed that the disjiositious In had 
made were to be kept as they were in his tbriiier Irstaiiieut. 


H. So there was an acclamation made to Arclielaiis, to ceiigiat* 
nlaie liiiii u})on his advaiict merit, and the* soldier s, with llieiiml- 
titiule, w ( 111 round alam! in troops, and promised him tlieii goid- 
will, and besiih s, pr o d (nul to bless his govi rnmeiil. Attn 
this they betook them^eix s to prepare* for tlie kings liiueKib 
and Arclielans omitted nothing of magnilicennr tlieiein, 

Inoiight out all tlie royal ornaments to augment the pomp <>1 t n 

decea cd. w as a idei all of gold, embroidered w ith }m' 

eioiis stones, and a ptii'jile bed ol’ various contextnie, witb ^ 
dead body upon ii, covered with purple; and a diadem ^^1^^ 
upon hi*' iurad. and :i erown ol guKl above it, and a ■jccjitn 
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|jj^ riirht hiincl ; iinil near to the bier were Herod’s sons, and a 
jiiiiltitiule of his kindred ; next to which came liis guards and 
(lie regiments of Thracians, the Germans also and Gauls, all 
lecoutered as if they were going to war ; but the rest of the 
iiriny went foremost, armed, and following their captains and 
odicers in a regular jnanner; after whom live liundred of his 
(loincstic servants and Ireed men followed with swetit spices in 
(heir hands : and the body was carried two liundred lurlongs to 
llerodiiim, where he had given orders to be buried. And this 
shall sullice for the conclusion of the life of IJerod. 
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BOOK II. 

CONTAINING THE INTERVAL OF SIXTV-NINE YEARS. 

[fUO.M THE DEATH OF HEROD TILL VESPASIAN WAS SENT 
TO SUBDUE THE JEWS RY NERO.] 


CHAP. I. 

.‘hr/n'Iaus mal'cs a funeral feast for the people^ on the account 
of Herod, Aftt r \diich a ^^reat Unmdt is raised bij the nudtitudr 
and he se/ids the soldiers out upon them^ xv/io destroy about three 
thousand of them, 

J. rS ow the neci'ssity which Archi laus was under of tnk- 
a journey to lioiue w;is the occasion t)f new (listurl)anci\s ; K,,- 
wheii he liad mourned for his father seven days, and had 
a very expensive funeral feast to tht‘ inultitudi*, (^which cii-ton! 
the occasion of])ovt'i ty to many of the Jews, because thev are 
forced to hast the multitude; lor if any one omits it, he. is not 
esteemed a holy jH i .^ouA he j)ul on a wliite i^arment and went up 
to the temple, where the peopK‘ accosteil him with va^ioll^ oo- 
clamalions. lie abo spoke kindly to the multiludii iVoni an 
(devaled and a throne of irold, and relnrm.il them lliaiiks 

for the zeal they hafi shown about his f.ila r’s fma'ral, and d)i 
sul)mi''sion they had madt.* to him, a*^ il he wen‘ already S( (tin! 
in the kinij;dom ; but he told them withal, that lie would n. t 
“ at pre.'.cait take upon him either the authority of a kiiiLi-, v': 
the name^ tlieieto bt • 1 on ixin Li, until (’.'C^'a!', who is made Ion! 
oi* thi^ wliole affair by the testament, confirm th(.‘ succ('>.don : 
I’or that wiien the soldiers woidd liave set tint diad(‘in (Mi his 
head at Jericho, he would imi accept of it ; but that la: would 
make abundant retjuilals, not to the soldiers only, but. to du 
‘‘ j)eo|)!e lor their alacrity and ^ood-will to him, wiu n the ,mi- 
perior lords [ the iioman.*.j should have Liivi n him a coinplrU' 
title to tlu‘ kingdom; for that it should be his study to apprat 
‘‘ in all tiiini*s belter than his lather.^^ 


• Itt .ir !)t ;ui A 1(1'. rutv « a tui j«hHo ; “ Tin* law or or i(>ii M’t ilifJc'vs 

Ik-, ^ m voi ai\s i .«> t’lii. : »r flic* tloacl. Antiif. B. X V 1 1. ( liap. y'li. 

i\. 'i'{. Ilf U'iitijo- if'» antfiMr i { tlic lHH)k of * “* 

sk'd-j V‘Vt)i a.iV'. ;e* fh* pr, t r Or .(• i»l’ luiioraio;,' tur llif drad, .'Uid ( 

17 . oijou.s i.U'ti to mourn lor t,.* t.ad, tlial llu-y may not, Ik* civil [xArn ot ; 

•'.avs prt^K'TO ly, if .'uiy uiu* omits this imujriiinj; p'lnui d h'a^tl ho o i>'>^ 
I va-.inied a indy No.v it is o-rtain that s*uii a bcvcrs d.ivy 

1)(, » (i I :i tom i> y fr<jm Oo.' S of' jIh* i^riatest antiquity, (»i*n. i. l<h l'nntr:|l 
a!'-<» :i nliofioi as nt‘ ( >, ; nlvr.thlr .oaitiiiify, l*]/t*k. xxiv. 17. .for. s'*. a rov-x 
0, 1) <a il .Il • j Of W.ir, 1.. I M . tli. i\. 
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2 . Upon this the multitude were pleased, and presently made 
trial of what he intended, by asking great things of him ; for 
soiia^ made a clamour that he would ease them in their taxes, 
others, that he would take oil* the duties upon commodities, and 
some, that he would loose those that were in prison ; in all which 
oases he answered readily to their satisfaction, in order to get 
the g04)d-will of the multitude; after which he offered [the pro- 
per] sacrilices, and feasted with his friends. And here it was 
that a great many of those that ilcsircd innovations, came in 
trowels towards the evening, and began then to mourn on their 
Luvii account, when the })ul)lic mourning for the king was over. 
'Iiese lamented those that were put to death by Herod, because 
;licv had cut down the golden eagle that had been over the gate 
)ftl)e temple. Nor was this mourning of a private nature, but 
he lamentations wen! very great, the mourning solemn, ajid 
he w(‘eping such as was loudly heard ail over the city, as being 
or tliose men who had perisht*d for the laws of their country, 
i!i(l for the tem})lc. They cried out, that a punishment ought 
0 he inflicted tor these men u|)on those that were honoured by 
leroil, and that, in the lirst j)lace, the man whom he had made 
ligh priest slumld be (le|)rived, and that it was fit to clioosc a 
)L'rst)ii ol greater i)i(‘ty and purity than he was. 

3 . At tiu'sc clamours Archehius was ])rov()ked, but restrain- 
(I hlms(*lf iVom taking vengeance on the authors, on account 
f the hiiste he w’us in of going to Home, as fearing, lest, upon his 
lakiug war on the uiultitndi‘, such an action might detain him 
t home. Accordingly, he nuule trial to (jiiiet the innovators by 
irsiia-iio'., rather than by force, aiul sent his genend in a pri- 
;iie way to them, and by him exhorted them to be ejuiet. But 
u* seditiiuis threw stones at him, and drove bim away, as he 
:mie into the teniple, and before lu‘ could say any thing to them, 
he like treatment they showed to others, who came to them 
tier him, many of whom were sent by Arclielaus, in order to 
idiice them to sobriety, and these answered still on all occasions 
tier a ])assi()nate manner; aiul it oj)enlY a})peareil that they 
^oiikl not be cjuict, if their numbers were but considerable. 
Viul indeed, at the least of unleaveiieil bread, which was now 
it hand, and is by the Jews called the Bassover, and used to be 
elel)r;ite(l with a great Kumber of sacrifices, an innumerable 
niiltiliule ^ol the people came out of the country to w orshij) : 
erne of these stood in the temple bewailing the Rabbins [that 
been put to di‘alh,] and procured their sustenance by beg- 
ging, ill order to support their serlition. At this Arclielaus was 
dhighted, and privately sent a tribune, with bis cohort of sol- 
ujion them, before the disease should spread over the 
^ multitude, and gave order- that tlii y should constrain 
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those that be^an the tumult, by force, to be quiet. At 
the whole multitude were irritated, and threw stones at 
of tlie soldiers, and killed them: but the tribune fled aw,, 
wounded, and had much ado to escape so. After whieli 
betook themselves to their sacrifices, as if they had dt)ne iiojtii^* 
chief; nor did it appear to Archelaus tliat the multitude eoulj 
be restrained without bloodshed; so he sent his whole arnjy i,p 
on them, the footmen in great imdtitudes, by the way of [1,^, 
city, and the horsemen by the way of the plain, who, ra||i„f, 
upon them on the sudden, as they were offering tlieir sacrifices 
destroyed about three thousand of them ; but the rest uf 
multitude were dispersed upon tlie adjoining mountains: 
w'ere Ibllowetl by Archelaus’ heralds, who commaiuh'd 
one to retire to tlieir own homes, whither they all went, and 
left the festival. 

CHAW II. 

ArcJit'laus <^ocs to Jiomr iiith (i )iumht'r (tf his hindrcil. //,- 

is there aeeused he/ore Crrsar hi/ Anti /hi ter ; hut is su/irriur i„ 
his accusers in jud^j^inent^ hij the means of that dej'enee. xdiidi 
A'icoluns madej'ur hint, 

§ 1. Fi. ATS went down now to the seasidi', with hi; 

mother and his iVieiub, I’oplas, and Ptolemy, anil NicolaU',, :iiid 
left behind him Philij), to he his sitwvard in the palace, aiui tc 
take care of his domestic afl’airs. Salome v a iit also al(>n<f 'vitli 
him witli her soil", as did also the king's bia tlireii and 
law. 'I'lasis in appearance, went to give him all the a>si^t;!iUL' 
they were able, in order to secure In’s -m;ce>sinn, hut in n.ii y 
to accuse him tor his breach of the laws, by what he had ibiic 
at the temple. 

2. Hut as thev Were come to Ce^area, Saliimis, tlu' piocin:!- 
lor of Svria, met them : he was going ii}) to Judea, to sct’iiic 
Herod's elfecls : but \ arus, [president of Syria, i who wa^ceinc 
thithi‘r, restrained him from going any farther. Jhi'i 
Archelaus had sent lor, by the earnest eiitnaty oi Ptoiciiiy. 
tills time iiidei (I, Sabiiius, to giatily Warns, neitina- wa !ii to th’ 
citadel', nor did in* shut up the ireasiirii s w here his latlu r ^ 

Jiey was laid up, f iit promised that he would lie still, 
Ciesar should have eoNe.i eognizance of the allair. 
at Cesarea; but a s,m)Ii ,e. those that were his hinderaiice 
gone, ’shell \’arus was gone to Antioch, and Arclulaiis \eb 
sailed to Jvome, he i i -.adiatiJy went on to Jern- ildiu 
seized upon tin* palace*. And wlien he had call(‘d fur 
viaaior^ .>f tin citad'*ls, and the stewards (ol the king > ^ 
aile.r-, I lie tried to sift out tin- acianints ol the iaonci, 
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take possession of the citadels. But the governors of those cita- 
dels were not uninindfiil of the coniniands laid upon them by 
^rchelaus, and continued to guard them, and said, the custody 
of tliem ratlier belonged to Cjcsar than to Archclaus. 

3. In the meantime Antij^as went also to Home, to strive for 
the kingdom, and to insist that the former testament, wherein 
lie was nauu!(l to l)(^ king, was valid before the latter testa- 
ment. Salome had also promised to assist him, as had many of 
Archelaiis’ kindred, wlio .sailed along with Arclielaiis himself 
also. He also carried along with him his mother, and Ptolemy 
the brother of Nicolaus, who scanned one of gnait weight, (3n 
account of the great trust Herod })nt in him, he having been one 
of his most honoured IViends. llowciver, Antij)as dej)ended 
chielly ii})on Ireneiis, the orator, uj)oii whose authority he had 
rejected such as advised him to yield to Arc hehms, because lie 
uas his elde.'.t brother, and because the second testament gave 
tlie kingdom to him. 'I'he inclinations also ol all Archelaus' 
kindred, who hated him, were! removed to Antipas, when they 
tame to Home, although in the first ])lace every one rather de- 
sired to live inick r their own laws, [without a king,] and to be 
under ; Homan governor; but il tliey sbcnild tail in that point, 
lliese desired that Antil)a> might be tlieir king. 

JSabiiuis did also atford these his assi.stance to the same 
purpose*, by the letters be sent, wherein be accused Archclaus 
before Ca'sar, and highly commended Anti]ias. Salome also, 
and those* with her, ))nt the crimes which they accused Arcbe- 
laus of in ordeT, and put them into Ca'sar’s bands: and alter 
they had done that, Aiche*laus wrote down llie reasons ot Iiis 
claim, and, by PtoK'iny, sent in bis latlier’s ring, and bis lather’s 
accounts. And wlu'ii C'lesar laid maturely weiglied by himself 
wliat both had to allege for themselves, as also had considered 
of the great burden «)f the kingdom, and largeiu'ss of the reve- 
nues, and withal the nimiber of the eliildreii i lerod had left be- 
hind him, and had moreover read tin* letters he liad received 
from Varus and Sabinus on this e)ceasit)n, be assembled the 
principal persons among the Homans toge'^lher, (in which as- 
sembly C ain.s, the son of Agrij'[’:i, and bis chmgbte'r Julias, but 
by himself adopted for bis own son, sat in the* lirst setvt.) and 
gave* the; j)leaders leave to speak. 

5. I'lilMi stood lip Salome?*s son, Antipate'r, (who of all Ar- 
chelaus’ antagonists wa.s the .slirewdest pleade'r.) and aceusexl 
him in tlie lollowing speeeli : Pbat Arebelans did in words 

“ contend for the kingdom, but that in iieeiK be bad leu'gexer- 
“ cised royal aiilboi ity, and so did but insult C'ivsar in desiring 
‘ i<^ bti now lu'ard on that ac<*ount; since he liad not staid for 

VOL. HI. j: y 3(j 
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“ Ills doterniioalion about the succession, and since he luul sub. 
“ oriuxl certain j>orsons, alter Heroirs death, to move for pm, 
ting the diadem upon liis head; since he luul set himself* do^vu 
“ in tlie throne, and given answers as a king, and aliened die 
‘‘ dis]H)sition of the army, and granted to some higher diguiti(«j. 
tliat lie luul also ctanplied in all things with the peoj)l(t in tin. 
recjuebts tluw had made to him as to their king, and had jiUo 
dismissed those that had been ])ut into bonds by his failui' 
“ I’or most important reasons. Now alter all this, he desiro^ 
tlic shadow ot that rtn al autliority, whose sub‘<taiice lu* had al- 
ready sei/(*d to hinisulf, aiul so hath madt* C*a‘sar loid, not of 
“ things, blit of wortls. lie also rt‘proached him liirlher, that 
his mourning for his lather was only pretended, while' he put 
‘‘ on a sad coimti nanee in tin* daytime, but drank to great ex. 
“ ce>s in the night, from which behaviour, he said, tlu* lau^ 
disturbance anunig the multitude came, wliih; tliev luid an in. 
‘‘ dignation thereat. And indeed the purport ol'his wholn* 

‘‘ course was to aggravate Arcdielaiis’ crime in slaving smb ^ 
“ multitude about the temph', whitdi multitude came to tlx* (i >. 
‘‘ tival, but were barbarously slain in the midst ot’ their own s;.,-. 
“ riiice's ; and he said, there was such a \ast minilH*r ol 
*• bodies iieajual t(»g< ther in the temph', as even a lort itm wnr, 
‘Mhat should come upon them [suddenly,] befoif it was dt. 
iiounced. could not have lu'aped togetlier. And he aihiol, 
that it was the Ibresight his lather had ol that his barbaiilv, 
“ which made him never give him any hopes of the kiiigdo!.;, 
‘‘ but when his mind was more inlirm tlian his bc*dy, and L. 
‘‘ was not able to laason soundlv, and did not well knowwl.it 
was till* chaian ler of that son. w hom in his seeond testana iil 
“ h(' made his vn((’e>-or; and thi> was dorn‘ bv him at a liiiii 
‘‘ when he had no complaints to make ol him whom lie 
named lu'tiue when he* was sound in bod\, and when liis iiiiiin' 
was frt:e iiom all passion. That, hnwiwt r, if any one shoiiM 
.suppo'»e 1 lerod’s judgment, wh«n he was sick, was supeiier 
“ t{) that at aiKjtln r tiim-. \eT had Arehclans torleited ii'^ 
“ kingdom bv bis own behax.onr, and tliove his actions, uliidi 
w ere contrarv to the law, ami t(» it - di-ads aiitage. Oi’ 'dial 
“ sort of a king \vill this man !.« , v.lu ii he hath olitained lli^- 
government trom ( .( -ar. who hath slam so many heii'ie 
“ liath (ditained it.” 

f). W hen Atilipal' 1 luui ' j)ok( n iargelv to this jnirj)0‘'e, .'Hh 
had proti jce<l a gK c nm-ilur of AkIm Ians* kindred as wilni" 
ses, lopjoM* <*\ erw p.irf ^ *l i Ue ai'cii'.at ion, he end<.‘d hi- di‘'‘ ‘j 
^rhen sto(,(l np NicojaU'i oi plead ior Aiclielans. lie alk,i|“* 

U h.it the lail^btel in t lie temple could not b<‘ aN oi(!» d , t 
tluy.sC that wme lain w« re beia/im; eni'jiiics not to Ao a 
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‘ kingdom only, but to Caesar, who was to dotermiiie about 
4 him. He also demonstrated, that Arclielaus’ accusers laid 
advised him to perjietrate other things of which he might 
have been accused. But he insisted that the latter testament 
4; should, h)r this reason, above all others, be esteemed valid, be- 
cause 1 lerod had therein appointed Caisar to be the person 
who should confirm the succession; lor he who showed such 
‘‘ prudence as t (5 recede from his own power and yield it up 
‘‘ to the lord of the world, cannot be supposed mistaken in his 
‘.jiKigment about him that was tc^ be liis heir; and he that so 
‘‘ well knew whom to choose lor arbitrator of tlie succession, 
could n<it be unac(|uainted with him whom he chose for liis 
succ essor.’’ 

7. When Nicolaus had gone through all he liail to say, Ar- 
clielau.s canu‘, and 1(*]1 down before C'u‘sar’.s kja^es, without any 
noise. Upon which In; raised him up, afti-r a very (jbiiging 
manner, and declared that tndy he. was worthy to succeed his 
lather. 1 lowever, he still matle no linn determination in liis 
case ; but when Ik* liad dismissed thos(; assessors that had been 
with liim that day, he deliberatial by himself about the allega- 
lions which he had h(‘ard, whether it were lit to constitute any 
ol those named in the testaments lor 1 leroil’s successor, or wheth- 
er the government shoidd lx* parted among all his posterity, 
and this becmisi; of the number of those that seemed to stand 
in iieetl of supiiort therelrom. 

CHAP. HI. 

The Jcxcsji^ht a battle Xs^ith Sabittas* soldiers^ and a great 

(b sli action is made at Jerusalem, 

'5 1. ^ ow before Ujesar bad de(i*nnined any thing about these 

allairs, Mallhace, Archelans’ mother, lell sick and died. Jai- 
lers also wen* broimlit out of Syria from \ arus, about a revolt 
ut the Jews. 'I'his was i’oreseiai by \ arus, v. hv) accorilingix , 
alter Arehelaus was sailed, went nj) to Jernsalein to restrain 
the promolei.s ot the .sedition, since it was inanilesl that the na- 
tion would not be at re>t ; so he left one of tho>e legions whicli 
he hrought with him out o( Syria into the cilv, and went hini>i‘lt 
to Antiovih. Ihit Sabinns came, alter lie wa^ goiKy and gave 
them an occasion nl making innovations; tor he compelled tlic 
keepers ni llie citadels to deliver diem up to him, and matle a 
hitter search after the king’s nonev, as tle|)er.dmg mu only on 
tlx soldiers who were left by \ arus, but tm tlie multitude td' 
us own servants, all ol wlu)m l:e armed and nsul as i1k: iiistru- 
tuents ot his covetousness. Now when that lea'll, wlf' 
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observed after seven weeks, and which the Jews call Pentecost 
(/. i\ the 50th day) was at hand, its name being taken lVo„j 
the niiniber of days [after the passover,] tlie ])eople got to, 
gether, but not on account of the accustomed divine worslijp 
but of the indignation they ha<l [at the present state of aflaii-^ j 
AVherefore an immense multitude ran together, out of 
and Idumea, and Jericho, and IVrea, that was beyond Jordai/. 
but the people that naturally belonged io Judea itself were ahovo 
the rest, lioth in number, and in the alacrity of the men. So 
lliey distributed th •msclvcs into three parts, and pitclaal their 
camps in thn*e places; one at the noitli side of the Uanjile, an- 
other at the south side, l)y the. Hippodrome, and the third par 
were at the j)ah:ce on the* we'st. So they lay round about the 
Romans on i*V('ry side, and besie'ged them. 

‘i. Now Sabinns was affrighted, both at the multitude, and at 
their courage*, anel se nt messengers te) X'arus continuallv, and 
besought him te) come to his succour epiickly, lor that, if ji^ 
delayeel, his legion weiuld be cut to pieces. As i‘or Sai)iiiiis 
irnnseh', he got up to tlu* highest te)we r of the Ibrtre ss, whieli 
was called lMlasaehl^ : it is of the^ same name with I le'iod’s 
bre)the*r, wlm was de'stroye*d by the Parthians : and then In; 
inaele signs to the solelie'rs of that le‘g‘ie>n te) attaedv the* (‘iicniv; 
te)r his a>toniNhme lit was so gre'at, that In* durst ne)t go down to 
his own me n. 1 h re’upon the* *soldie*rs \ve*re pre*vailr(l upon, and 
Jeape'd out into the* tt'inph*, a:ul i’ought a tenrible bailie* with tin- 
Je*ws ; in which, while ihe-re* were* noin? o\er theii* In-aeP -d 
di"tre-s them, tln-v we re* too hard lor tln*m, bv their '^kilh ;.'iu 
the? others’ want of skill, in war: hut when oma* iiiaiiv of ■ 
.lews had gotten up to the* lop ed ih * cloi ^erv, ;tnd llin-w tlu r 
dart'» (io\s iiwm d>, upon the fn ads ot the* Koiuniis, tin re wen- .j 
great inaiiv of lhe*m de:«.lre)Ve el. Nor w .i^it e:: .\ to ave iige tin ai- 
selves upon iho-^e* that thierw the*ir weapoii'. liom on liigli, imr 
was it nu>r<; easv tor t!n*ni to vustam tho>e.* whe) eaine* to liLiii! 
lhe*m hand to hand. 

Slne’e* iln retore the ivoman^ wi-ia* sore ly alliicteel hy hnili 
the->e? enrcimi'-t.i.iees, ihe*v ^el fire? le) tin; e loiste rs, which \v( n‘ 
worlds to be admired, both on account ol the ir magnitude ai;d 
costliness. \V hereupon the)/><* that were* al)ove the*in were pie- 
sentlv r'ln'ornpas^ed th the* flame*, and many of them jx'iidiid 
tl]t*reni; as niaiiv ol il ^ ni ado we‘r«* dc'^Moveii hy tin* e-ininy 
w'ho ca:ne* ^nddenlv Vj.on en in ; some* ot the*ni also threwthein- 
s<'lve.;s do n fie)in tin* Walls })ackware!, and some there 'uh 
who, fiu .ii tile elope rate e* oelitioii the*v were* in, prevented t 
fire*, 1)'. killing tlnm^' Ki.-, with th«*ir own swords; hut *u) 
of lh<*’n as e’le-p; out from the walb, and came upon ll>e hom***^ ’ 
were jiisilv mastcrid bv them, bv n ason <d the asteaiiishi^'^^*^ 
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they 'vere under ; until at last, some of the Jews being destroyed 
and others dispersed by the terror they were in, the soldiers fell 
upon the treasure of Ciod, which was now deserted, and plun- 
dered about four hundred talents, of which sum Sainnus got 
tcKrother all that was not carried away by the .seddiers. 

-t. However this destruction of the works [about the temple,] 
and of the men, occasioned a much greater muiiber, and those 
of a more warlike sort, to get togethcT, to oppose the Romans. 
Thesti encompassed the j)alace round, and tlireaUnied to destroy 
all that were in it, unless they went their ways (piiekly ; for they 
promised that Sabinus should come to no harm, il' he would go 
out with his h*gion. J'here were also a great many of llie king’s 
party wlio desert(‘d (he Romans, and assisted the Jews ; yet did 
the most warlike body of them all, who were three thousand of 
the men of Si'baste, go over to the Romans. Ridus also, and 
Gratiis, their captains did the same, ((iralus having the foot ot 
the king’s party under him, and Rufus theliorse,) each ot whom 
even without the forces under them, were of great weight, on 
account of their strength and wistlom, w hich turn llie scales in 
war. Now the Jews persevered in the siege, and tried to break 
down the walls of tin; iortress, and cried out to Sabinus and his 
party, that they should go their ways, and not prove a hinder- 
ance to tlnan, now' they hoptal, after a long tiim', to recover 
that aiieieut lihertv w'hieh their forefathers had enjoyed. Sabinus 
indeed was well contented to get out of the danger he was in, 
but he distrusted the assurances the Jews gave him, and suspect- 
ed siicli gentle treatment was but a bait laiil as a snare lor them : 
this consideration, together with the hopes he had ot succour 
from Varus, made him betir the siege still longer. 

CHAP. IV. 

Heiotr* veteran soUVieV'^ become tumnltium^, 'fhe lubbcrics of 
Judas. Simon and A{liro)iv[eus take the name upon 

them. 


§ 1. A r this time tliere were great disturbances in the coun- 

try, and that in many places; amt the o]'>pt)rtuintv that m)w of- 
tered itself iudiictd a great ma»'y to set up for kings. And in- 
deed in iduim'a two thousand (>t 1 lorod’s veti'i’au si>ldiers i^ot 
together, and armed iheniveb es. and ionght against tliose c»f the 
king’s party ; against w lunu At i. ahus, the king's iirst cousin, 
fought, and that out ot sou » ot tin* phues diat were the most 
strongly fortitied ; but so as \n avoid a direct coidlicl with them 
in llic plains. In Se])[)iiori.s al o, a c ity ot Cbdilee, lliere was one 
udus, [the son ot that arch-robb* r I le/ekias, who tonncvlv over- 
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ran the country, and had been subdued by king Herod ; thi^ 
man got no small multitude togetlier, and broke open the pla^^ 
where the royal armour was laid up, and armed those about him, 
and attacked those that were so earnest to gain the dominion. 

2. In Perea also, Simon, one of the servants to the king, n Jv. 
ing upon the handsome appearance, and tallness of his body, pin 
a diadem upon his own heatl also: he also went about with;, 
com[)any of robbers that he had gotten together, and burnt dow,] 
the royal palace that w as at Jeric ho, and many other cosily ^li. 
iices besides, and })rocnred himself very easily spoils by rii])iiu. 
as snatching them out of the lire. And he had soon burnt dowi 
all the fine edifices, if (.iratus, thci captain of the foot of the kin<v\ 
party, had not taken the Trachonite archers, and the most war- 
like of JSebaste, and iiu*! the man. 1 lis footmen were,* slain it) tin. 
battle in abundance, (Iratus also cut to pieces Simon himsi jj, ;,s 
he was flying along a strait valh^y, whem lu* gave liim an ol)li{jiK 
stroke upon his neck, as he ran away, and broke it, 

})alaces that wc-re near Jordan at Betlu rampllia were also hium 
down l)y some other of the seditious that c'ame out of Perea. 

3. At this time it was that a certain slu plic rd ventured lo 

himself up for a king: bt‘ was called It was Im 

strc'Ugtli (it body lliat math? him expec t such a dignitv, as wrll 
id s soul, which dc'spiscd death: and besidi's these tjualifii atieii', 
he had four brethren like* himself. 1 le put a troo|) of armed imn 
under each of these Ids brethren, and miuh? iise oti hem as hisg 
erals and commanders, when he made his ineursitais, wliih. iir 
did himsidfact like a king, and meddled only with the molt ii - 
portant afhiilN : and at tlii^ time he put a diadem about his Ik..;, 
and contiFUied aftm’ that to oveirim the coniitry l()i- no n,i 
lime with his hiethreii, and became their leadi r in killing 1" !: 
the Iloinaii'. and tiiose of the; king’s p.irtv ; nor did anv Jewi - 
caj)e liim, if any gam eonid aeeruc- to him there by. J I» oih' 
ventured to encompass a whole troop of Itomans at Kniiiiai’s 
who w'ert? carrying coin and weapons to their legion ; 
therefore shot their arrow s and dart s, and 1 her( l)\ .slew' the irr i-* 
tnrion Ariii", aiul forty (»f the stoutest of his im ii, w hiie tin id 
them w ht) wt?r(‘ in danger ol tin? same* lali*, n|)on the ctuning ‘’• 
Ciratiis, with those of Sebaste, to their aN-i''tanct‘, escapt'd. 
when tliese men had thus si-rved both tin ir (»wii t (nintrvna a 
fon igners, and that th/ongh this whole war, ihrie of tlniiMnu 
alter some time subdc'-d, dn* eldest bv Archekais, the two 

by falling into the band •>! ( b atns and Ploh nn us; but the teiiij | 
delivert‘d hims(;lf up to A ’’clielaiis, njxai his giving liim liisnya 
hand for his seeuiitv. ] iowever, this their end \vas not till‘da| 
w ard, while at present they filled all Juiiea w ith a piratic 'vj- 
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CHAP. V. 

Varus composes the tnmidls hi Judea ^ and crucifies about two 
ihousand (ft he seditious* 

^ 1, XIpON Varus’ reception of the letters that were written 

bv Sahinus. and the cajitains, he could not avoid bein^ afraid 
for the whole lei^ion [he had left there,] !So he niadc IulsIc to 
their relief, and took Avith him the other two Icjffions, with tlie 
four troops of horsemen to them belonging, aiid inarched to 
Ptoleniais; having l»iven orders for the auxiliaries that were sent 
by the kings and governors of cities to na et him there. More- 
over, he received from the peojde of Ihrytus, as he ])assed 
through their city, filteen huialred armed num. Now as soon 
as the other body of aiixiliarii's were coniti to Ptoleniais, as well 
as Areta:s the Arabian, (who, out of the hatred he bore to 
Herod, brought a great army <>f horse and foot,) Varus sent a 
part of his army preseaitlv to (hdilee, which lay near to Ptole- 
iiiais, and Cains one of his friends, lor their captain. "Ihis 
C aius pul those that met him to flight, and took the city Sep- 
phoris, and burnt it, and made slaves of its inhabitants ; but as 
i()r V^irus himself, ho marched to Samaria with his whole army, 
Avhere he did not metidle with the city itseli, because he found 
that it had made no comuu>tion during these troubles, but pitch- 
ed his camp about a certain village which was called Arus ; it 
hclonged to Ptolemy, and on tliat acemmt was plundered by the 
Arabians, who were very angry even at 1 Ierod’> friends also. 
He t!u?nci‘ marclual on to tlie villagt* Sainjiho, another fortified 
])lace, which tluw |)lundere.d, as tliey had ilone the other. As 
thev carried offall the money they lighteil upon belonging to the 
])ublic reveinit^s, all was now full of fin* vUid blood>lu d, and no- 
thing could resisi the plunders oi’ the Aiabians. Kminaiis was 
H) burnt, upon the flight of' its inhtibilants, and thi.-> at the coin- 
inaiul of Warns, out of his rage at the slaughter of those that 
were about Arius. 

'J. ddience he inarched on to .lerusalem, and as sv)on as he was 
hut s(‘(‘n by the .lews, he madt* theii* camps dispersi* llKauselves: 
they also , went away, and fhal up and down the eountrv : bait 
the citizens received him aiul cleared iheinselve> ot having anv 
hand in this revolt ; and said, that they had raised no eoinnuuions, 
l)ui had only bet'ii hirced to admit tiie multitude In causi.* cd'lhe 
Ivstivjil, and that they were ratlu r besieged togethm- with the 
Houums, than assisted (hose that had li'volted. ' 'Phere had be- 
fere this met him Jose ph the first cousin ni' Archelaus, and 
natus, together with liutu.s, who led those of Sebaste, as well 
‘t' the king’s army: I’nere also met him ihobe of the Uoinan le- 
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gion, armed after their accustomed maimer : for as to Sabinus 
lie durst not come into Varus’ sight, but was gone out of the 
city before this, to the seaside ; but Varus sent u jiart of his 
army into the country, against those that had been the authors of 
this commotion, and as lliey caught great mmibers of them, 
tliosc that ap})eared to have been the least concerned in these tu« 
mulls lie put into custody, but sucli as were tile most guilty he 
crucilled ; these were in number about two thousand. 

3. lie was also informed, that there continued in Idumea ten 
thousand men still in arms ; but when he found that the Ahn 
biaiis did not act like auxiliaries, but managed ihe war accord- 
ing to their own passions, and did mischief to the country other- 
wise than he intended, and this out of their hatred to Herod, 
he sent them away, but made haste, with his own legions, to 
inarch against those that had revolted ; but these, by tlie advice 
of Aciiiabus, delivered themselves up to him before it came to a 
battle. Then did Vanis forgive the multitude their ollences, 
but sent their captains to Ca:*sar to be examined by him. Nov 
Cajsur forgave the rest, but gave orders that certain of tiie 
king’s relations (for some of those that were among them were 
Herod’s kinsmen) should be put to death, because they had 
engaged in a war against a king of their own lamily. WhtMi 
thereibre Varus had settled matters at Jernsalian after this man- 
ner, and had left the former legion there as a garrison, he re- 
turned to Antioch, 


CHAP. VI. 

T^he JeXi'S greatly complain of ArcJicIaus^ and desire that they 
may be made subject to Roman governors. But xv/ten Qesar 
had heard xsehat they had to snip he distributed Herod's do* 
minions among his sonSj according to his oxen pleasure, 

§ 1 . But now came another accusation from the Jews against 

Archelaus at Rome, which he was to answer to. It was iinule 
by those ambassadors, who before the revolt, had come, by 
Varus* permission, to plead for the liberty of tlieir country; 
those that came were fifty in iminlier, but there wxn*e more 
than eight thousand of the Jews at Rome who supported 
llicm. And when Ca>ar had assendiled a council of the prm- 
ci])al Romans in '* A])(>llo’s temple, that w as in the palace, (this 
was what he had hilIl^elf built aiul adorned, at a vast ex|icn.se,) 
the multitude ol the Jew j stood with the ambassadors, and on 

• 'I'hi*. holding a coiinfil in the temple of Apollo, in tlie emperor’s palace 
by Au^ns^us, and even the building ot' this temple magnificently hy him^*'" 
palace, are eifactly agreeable to Augustus, in his elder years, as Aldrich and 
vbterve and prove, fioni Suetonius aiMl Propertius. 
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the other side stood Archelaus, with his friends ; but as for the 
kindred of Archelaus, they stood on neither side ; for to 
stand on Archelaus’ side, their hatred to him, and envy at 
liini, would not give them leave, while yet they were afraid to 
be seen by Ca?sar with his accusers. Besides these, there were 
present Archelaus’ brother Philip, being sent thither belbre- 
hand out of kiiulness by Varus, for two reasons ; the one was 
this, that he might be assisting to Archelaus, and the other w^as 
this, that in case Cmsar should make a distribution of what He- 
rod possessed among his jmsterity, lie might obtain some share 
of it. 

2. And now, ujion the permission that was given the accusers 
to speak, they in the first place, went over Herod’s breaches of 
tlieir law, and said, that he was not a king, but the most 
“ barbjirous of all tyrants, and that they had found him to be 
such by the suHcrings they underwent from him ; that when a 
“ very great number had been slain by him, those that were 
“ left had endured sucii miseries, that tliey called those that 
“ were dead happy men; that he had not only tortured the bodies 
“ of his subjects, but entire cities, and had done much harm to 
“ the cities of his own country, while he adorned those that be- 
“ longed to foreigners, and he shed the blood of Jews, in order 
“to do kindness to those people that were out of their bounds; 
“ that ho had filled the nation full of poverty, and of the greatest 
“ initjuity, instead of that liap])ines.s, and tliose laws which tliey 
“had anciently enjoyed; that, in short, the Jews had borne 
“more calamities from Herod, in a few years, than had their 
“ forefatiiers during all that interval of lime that had passed 
“ since they had come out of Babylon, and returned home, in the 
“reign of Xerxes: that, however, the nation was come to so 
‘‘low a condition, by being inured to hardships, th.*:t they sub- 
“ mitteii .i* bis successor of their own accord, though be brought 
“ them into bitUr slavery : that accordingly they readily ealli.d Ar- 
“chelaus, though he was the son of so gn^it a tyrant, /tV/zg, after 
“the decease ol his fathei*, and joined with liim in mourning for 
“ the death of 1 lerod, and in wisliing him good success in that his 
“succession; while yet this Archelaus, lest he should be in daii- 
“ ger of not being thought the genuine son of Herod, began his 
“reign widi the murder of three thousand citizens; ns if lie had 
“a mind to oiler so main bloody sacrifices to God for his gov- 
‘‘ernment, and to fill llie temple with the like number of dead 

• Hurc we have a strong confiniialion that it was Xerxes and not Artaxerxes, 
under whom tlie main part of the Jews leturned out of the Uahyloiuan captivity, i. 

•u the days of Ezra ami Neheiniah, The same thin*' is in the AnliquilioN, 13. XI. 
fhap. V. stet. 1. vol. II. 

''^> •111. :i A 
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“ bodies at tlie festival : that, however, those that were left af- 
ter so many miseries, had just reason to consider now at last 
“ the calamities tliey had undergone, and to oppose themselves, 
‘‘ like soldiers in war, to receive those stripes upon their faces, 
‘‘[but not upon their backs, as hitherto.] Whereupon day 
“ prayed that the Homans would have compassion upon the 
“ [poor] remains of Judea, and not expose what was left of them 
“ to such as barbarously tore them to pieces, and that they v/ouh] 
“join their country to Syria, and administer the goverrnnent 
“by their own commanders, whereby it would [soon] be dc^ 
“ monstratcd that those who are under ine calumny of seditions 
“ persons, and lovers of war, know how to bear governors ilijit 
“ are set over them, if they’' be but tolerable ones.” So the Jt ws 
concluded their accusation with this recjuest. Then rose up 
Nicolaus, and confuted the accusations which were broinvlit 
against the kings, and himself accused the Jew ish natioii, as Imrd 
to be ruled, and as naturally^ disobedient to kings. He aho re- 
proached all those kinsmen of Archclaus* w ho had loft him, aiul 
w^ere gone over to his accusers. 

3. JSo Caesar, after lie had heard both sides, dissolved the as- 
sembly for that time, but a few^ days afterward, he gave the one 
half of Herod’s kingdom to Archelaus, by the name of 
and promised to make him king also afterw^ard, if he rendcn cl 
himself worthy of that dignity. Hut as to the other hall* lie di- 
vided it into tw'o tetrarchics, and gave them to two other sons of 
Herod, the one of them to Philip, ami the other to that Antipas 
who contested the kingdom with Arclielaus. Under this hmt was 
Perea, and Galilee, with a revenue of two hundred talents: hut 
Batanea, and Trachonitis, and Auranitis, and certain parts of 
Zeno’s house about Jamiiia, with a revenue of a hiiiiclnd 
Uilents, were made subject to Philip ; while Idumea, and all 
Judea, and Samaria, were jiarts of the cthnarchy of Arclielaus, 
although Samaria was eased of one quarter of its taxes, out oi 
regard to their not having revolted with the n'st of the nation. 
He also made subject to him the following cities, viz. Strains 
Tow'er, and Sebaste, and Joppa, and .lerusalem; but as to tlio 
Grecian cities, Gaza, and (ladara, and Hippos, he cut them off 
from the kingdom, and acUled them to Syria. Now' the revenue 
of the country that w as given to Archelaus, w'as lour hiiii(lre(l 
txilents. Salome also, b'*sidjs wdiat the king had lelt her in lu's 
testaments, was now riiade mistress ol Jainnia, and Aslidod, 
and Phasaelis. Ca?sar did moreover bestow’ upon In r the roy^d 
palace of Ascalon; by all whidi she got together a revenue ot six[V 
talents; but he put. her liousc 
And for the rest of Herod's 

bequeathed to them in his te.Si^...v-..v^ , — . 

granted to Herod’s two virgin daughters five luindrccl thousui^^ 


ler the cthnarchy ot Arclielaus 
[)rir.g, thev received what was 
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[drachmae] of silver, and gave them in marriage to the sons of 
pheroras : but after tins ianiily distribution, he gave between 
them what had been bequeathed to him by Herod, which was a 
thousand talents, reserving to himself only some inconsiderable 
presents in honour of the deceased. 

CHAP. VII. 

The histoi'y of the sjMynoiis Alexander* Archelaus is banished^ 
and Glaphijra dies, after *vohat was to happen to both of them 
had been showed them in dreams. 

^ 1. In tlie meantime there was a man, who was by birth a 

Jew, but brouglit up at Sidon with one of the Roman freed men, 
who falsely pretended, on account of the resemblance of their 
countenances, that he was that Alexander who was slain 
Herod. 1 Ins man came to Rome, in ho]K*s of not being de- 
tected. He had one who was his assistant, of his own nation, and 
who knew all the allliirs of the kingdom, and instructed him to 
say, how those that w'ere sent to kill him and Aristobulus had 
pity upon them and stole them away, by putting bodies that 
were like theirs in their ])laces. This man deceived the Jews 
tliat w’cre at (jretc, and got a great deal of money of them for 
travelling in splendour : and thence sailed to Melos, where he was 
thought so certainly genuine, that he got a great deal more mo- 
ney, and ))revailed with tliose that had treated him to sail along 
with him to Uome. iSo he landed at Diceaichia, [Puteoli,] and 
got very large ])resents from the Jews who dwelt there, and was 
conducted by his father’s I’rieiids as if he were a king; nay, the 
resemblance in his countenance procured him so much credit, 
tliat tliose wdio had seen Alexander, and had known him very 
well, would take their oaths that he was the very same person. 
Accordingly, the whole body of the Jew s that w ere at Rome, ran 
out in crowds to sec him, and an innumerable multitude there 
was who stood in the narrow' places, through which he w'as 
carried ; for those of Melos were so far distracted, that they 
carried him in a sedan, and maintained a royal attendance for 
liim at their own proper charges. 

2, Jhit Caesar, who knew' perfectly well the lineaments of 
Alexander’s face, because he had been accused by Herod before 
liini, doubted the truth of the story, even before he saw the 
nian. However, he suHered llic agreciible fame that w’cnt of 
Ifun to have some weight with him, and sent Celedus, one 
^vho well knew' Alexander, and ordered him to bring the young 
t^ian to him. But when Cmsar saw him, he immediately dis- 
cerned a dilference in his countenance, and when he had discov- 
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ered that his whole body was of a more robust texture, and like 
that of a slave, he understood the whole was a contrivance. But 
the impudence of wliat he said greatly })rovoked him to be angry 
at him ; for when he was asked about Aristobulus, he said, That 
lie was also |)reserved alive, and was left on purpose in Cy- 
priis for fear of treachery, because it would be harder tor 
plotters to get them both into their po\ver while they were 
separate.” Tlien did Caesar take him by himself j)rivatelv, 
and said to him, I will give thee thy life, if thou w ilt discover 
who it was that persuaded tliee to forge such stories.” !So he 
said, that he w ould discover him, and followed Ciesar, and point- 
ed to that Jew who abused the resemblance of his face to get 
money ; for that he had received more presents in every city 
than ever Alexander did when h(.‘ was alive. Caesar laughecl 
at the contrivance, and put this s))urious Alexander among 
row’crs, on account of the strength of his body, but ordered liim 
that persuaded him to be put to death. But for the people ol' 
Melos, they had been sufliciently punished for their folly, by 
the expenses they had been at on his account. 

3. And now' Archolaus took possession of his ethnarchy, and 
used not the Jews only, but the Samaritans also, barbarously; 
and this out of his resentment of their old (jiiarrels w ith him. 
Wherenj)on they both of (hem sent ambassadors against him to 
Cmsar, and in the ninth year of his government he w as banished 
to Vienna, a city of Gaul, and his eiVects were put into (’asar’s 
treasury But the report goes, that helbre he was scait for by 
Caesar, he seemed to see niiu* ears of corn, hill and large', but di'- 
voured l)y oxen. \\ lien, tlu'refore, he had sent for the diyiiurs 
and some of tlu' (dialdeans, and iiujuired of (hi*m what tlay 
thought it portended, and w hen one of them bad one intiaprcta- 
tion, and another had another, Simon, one of the si'ct of the hs- 
sens, said, d'hal *’• Ihj thought the ears of corn denoted yc'ars, and 

the oxen denoted a nuitaiioii of things, because by (hdr 
ploughing they made an alteration of the country. Ihat 
therelore he should reign as manv vears as there were ears at 
corn, and after he had passetl thnnigli various alterations ol 
fortune, should die.” Now five days after Archclaus had 
heard this interpretation, he was called to his trial. 

4. I cannot also lint think it worthy' to be recorded, what 
dream Glaphy ra, the daughter of Archelaus, king of Cappado- 
cia, had, who had at fnsu bi v.n wife to Alexander, who was the 
bi oilier ()l‘ A rcliclaiis, concerning whom we liave been discoursing* 
This Alexander was tin' son of Herod the king, by whom he 
was i^iit to (le*atli, as we have already related. This (ilajih}!^- 
wus married, after his death, to Juba, king of lAbia, 

ter hi^* ileath, was returned home, and lived a wddow' with 
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father. Then it was that Arclielaus, the ethnarch, saw her, 
and fell so dee])ly in love with her, that he divorced Mariamne, 
who was then his wife, and married her. Wlien, therefore, 
she was come into Judea, and had been there for a little while, 
she thought she saw Alexander stand by lier, and that he said to 
her, I hy marriage with the king of Lybia might have been 
sufficient for thee ; but thou wast not conteiited with him, 
but art returned again to my family, to a tliird husband, and 
“ him, thou impudent woman, hast thou chosen for thine hus- 
band, who is my brother. However, I shall not overlook 
“ the injury thou hast offered me; I shall [soon] have thee 
‘‘ again, whether tliou wilt or no.” Now Glapliyra hardly sur- 
vived the narration of this dream of hers two days. 

CHAR VIII. 

Archeluus* elhnarcliy is reduced into a province. The 

sedition of Judas of Galilee. The three sects of the Jews. 

i 1. An D now Arclielaus" part of Judea was reduced into 
a })rovincc; and Cojionius, one of the equestrian order among 
the Homans, was sent as a jirocurator, having the power of 
[life and death] pul into his hands by Cmsar. Under his ad- 
iiiinislration it was, that a certain Cialilean, whose name W'as 
Judas, ])revailed with his countrymen to revolt, and said they 
were cowards if they w ould (‘iidure to pay a tax to the Romans, 
and would, after Clod, submit to mortal men as their lords. 
This man was a teacher of a peculiar sect of Jiis own, and was 
not at all like the rest ol' those their leaders. 

2. l'\n' lliere are three philosopliical sects among the Jews. 
The lollowers of the lir.si of w hich are the Pharisees, of the se- 
cond the Sadducees, and the third sect, which ]n*ctends to a se- 
vere dicl[)line, are called Ksseiis. These last are Jew’s by birth, 
and secMii to have a greater allectioii fur one another than the 
other sects liave. Tiiese Rsseiis reject pleasures as an evil, but 
esteem continence, and the conquest over our passions to be vir- 
tue. They neglect wedlock, but clu)o<-e out other person’s chil- 
dren wdiilc tlu*y are j)liable and lit tor learning, and esteem 
tkeiii to be of their kindred, and lorm them according to their 
own inam;ers. They do not absolutely deny the litness of mar- 
niige, and the suecessioa ot mankind thereby continued ; but 
they guard against the lascivious l?chaviour of women, and are 
persuaded that none ot iliem preserve their fidelity to one man. 

3. Ihese men are despisers of riches, and so very communi- 
cative as raises our admiration. Nor is there any one to be 
among them ^Yho hath inoie than another ; for it is a law 
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among them, that those who come to them must let what they 
have be common to the w'hole order, insomuch that among them 
all there is no appearance of poverty, or excess of riches, but 
every one’s possessions are intermingled with every otlier’s pos- 
sessions, and so tliere is, as it w^ere, one patrimony among all the 
brethren. They think that oil is a defilement ; and if any one 
of them be anointed, w ithout his owm approbation, it is wiped 
off his body; for they think to be sweaty is a good thing, as 
they do also to be cloathed in white garments. They also have 
stewards appointed to take care of their common affairs, who, 
every one of them, have no separate business for any, but what 
is for the uses of them all. 

t. They have no one certain city, but many of them dwell in 
every city ; and if any of their sect come iVom other places, 
wdiat they have lies open for them, just as if it were their own, 
and they go into such as they never knew before, as if they had 
been ever so long ac(|uainted with tliem. For which reason they 
carry nothing at all w ith them when they travel into remote 
parts, though still they take their weapons with them, for fear 
of thieves. Accordingly, there is, in every city where they live, 
one appointed particularly to take care of strangers, and to pro- 
vide garments and otlicr necessaries for them. But the hai)it 
and management i)f their bodies is such as children use who are 
in fear of their masters. Nor do they allow of the change of 
garments or of shoes, till they first be (‘iitirely torn to pieces, 
or w'oni out by lime. Nor do they either buy or sell any thiiijr 
to one anotlier, but every one of them gives w hat he hath to 
liiin that wanteth it, and receivt's i'roin him again in lieu of it 
Avhat may be convenient hu' liimsell'; and although there he no 
recjuital made, they are fully allowed to take what they want of 
whomsoever they please. 

5. And as for their j)iety towarils (lod, it is very e\traf)rdi- 
nary ; tor, before suii-rising, they speak not a woi*d about prolane 
matters, but put u[) certain prayers, w hich they have rcccivefl 
from their forefathers, as if they Jiiaile a supplic ation for its rifl- 
ing. Alter tills every one ot tiiem is sent away by their cura- 
tors to exercise some ot' those arts wherein tlicjy are skilled, ia 
wliieli they labour with great diligence till the fifth hour. Aitcr 
which they assemble' themselves together again into cjiie place, 
and when they have clothed themselves in while veils, they tlica 
bathe their bodies in c<»i(’ water. And atler this j)iirification is 
over, they everyone meet U^gelher in an apartment ot their own, 
into which it is not jna mitfc'd to any of another sect to enter; 
while they go, after a j>nre juanner, into the dining-room, ns 
into a (pertain holy tenifile, and (piietly set themselves down : 
upon which the baker lays them loaves in order; the cook^bn 
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brings a single plate of one sort of good, and sets it before every 
one of them ; but a priest says grace before meat, and it is un- 
lawful for any one to taste of the food before grace be said. The 
same priest, when he hath dined, says grace again after meat, 
and when they begin, and when they end, they praise God, as 
be that bestow\s their food upon them ; after which they lay 
aside their [white] garments, and betake themselves to their la- 
bours again till the evening, then they return home to supper, 
after the same manner, aiul if there he any strangers there, they 
sit down with them. Nor is there ever any clamour or disturb- 
ance to pollute their house, but they give every one leave to 
speak in their turn ; which silence thus kept in their house, ap- 
pears to foreigners like some tremendous mystery ; the cause of 
which is that j)erpetual sobriety they exercise, and the same set- 
tled measure of meat and drink that is allottcfl them, and that 
such as is abundantly sidlicient for them. 

6. And truly, as for other things they do nothing but accord- 
ing to the injunctions of their curators ; only these two things are 
done among them at every one’s own free-will, which are to 
assist those that want it, and to show mercy ; lor they are per- 
mitted of their own accord to afford succour to such as deserve 
it, when lliey stand in need of it, and to bestow food on those 
that are in distress; but they cannot give any thing to their kin- 
dred without the curators. They dispense their anger after a 
just manner, and restrain their passion. They arc eminent for 
fidelity, and arc the ministers of peace ; whatsoever tli(:y say 
also is firmer than an oath ; but swearing is avoided by tlieni, 
and tliey esteem it worse than })erjury ; for they say, that he 
who cannot be believed, without [swearing by] God, is already 
condemned. They also take great pains in studying the writings 
of the ancients, and choose out of them what is most for the 
advantage of their soul and body, ami they impure after such 
roots ami medicinal stones as may cure their distempers. 

7. But now, if any one hath a mind to come over to their 

* Tills practice of the Essens, in refnsinjr to swear, ami csteomiii" swrnrin;; on or- 
dinary occasio'is, worse tiian prrjury, is delivered heie in general words as are the 
parallel injunctions of «uir Siivionr, Matt. vi. .31. xxiii. 1(>. and of St. Janus \. l‘J, 
but all admit of particular exeeptnrns, for solemn causes, and on great and nece?-sary 
occasions. 1 lius thes<* very E^sens, who lure do so zealously avoid swearing, arenda- 
ted in the ve-^y next section, to admit none till they take IrcmcmLius ouths to perform 
their ‘cveral duties to (Jod, and to tluir neighhour, without supposing they thereby 
break this rule, not to swejir at all. The case is the same in Christianity, as we learn 
from the Apt^stollcal (\)nstitutions, which allhough they agree with ('hrist, and St. 
James, in iorhiding to swear in geneTftl. ch. v. l‘J. ch. vi. ‘JJ), yet do they explain it 
elsewhere, by avoiding to “swear falsely, and to swear often aiul in vain,” ch. ii, ot>. 
and again, hy “ not swearing at all,” hut withal adiling, lliat “ if that cannot he avoid- 
“ ed, to swear truly ch. vii. .3. which abundantly explain to us Uie nature of the 
nteasurts of tltis genoral injunction. 
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sect, lie is not immediately admitted, but he is prescribed the 
same method of living which they use, for a year, while lie coti^ 
tiiiiies excluded, and they give also a small hatchet, and tlie 
foremcntioned girdle, and the white garment. And when he 
hath given evidence, during that time, that he can observe their 
continence, he a})proaches nearer to their way of living, and is 
made a partaker of the waters of purification ; yet he is not even 
now admitted to live with them ; for alter this demonstration of 
his fortitude, his temper is tried two more years, and if he ap, 
pear to be worthy, they then admit him into their society. And 
before he is allowed to touch their common food, he is obliged 
to take tremendous oatlis, that in the first [ilace lie w ill exercise 
piety towards God, and tlien that he will observe justice towards 
men, and that he will do no harm to any one, either of his own 
accord, or by the command of others; that he will alwniys hate 
the wicked, and be an assistant to the righteous, that he will ever 
show fidelity to all men, and especially to those in authority; 
because no one obtains the government, without God’s assistance; 
and that if he be in authority, he will in no time wdiatever abuse 
his authority, nor endeavour to outshine his subjects, either in 
his garments or any other finery ; that he will be porjietuallv 
a lover of truth, and propose to himself to reprove those thnt 
tell lies ; that he will keep his hands clear from theft, and his 
soul from unlawful gains; and that he will neither conceal any 
thing from those of his own sect, nor discover any of their doc- 
trjnes to others ; no, not though any one should compel him so 
to do at the hazard of his Hie. ^Moreover he swears to com- 
municate their doctrines to no one any otherwise than as he io- 
ceived them himself; that he will abstain iVoin robbery, iiiiti 
will equally' preserve the books belonging to their seel, and llie 
names of the * angels [or messengers.] These ai e the oatlis by 
which they secure their proselytes to themselves. 

8. But for those that are caught in any heinous sins, they cast 
them out of their society', and lie wlio is thus separated iVoni 
them, does often die after a miserable manner ; for as he Is 
2)ound by the oath he had taken, and by the customs he hath 


• Thin mention of llie nnjnes of atmeisy so particularly preserved by the Essens (i/ 
it meant more than tljose wlrcb were eini>b)yetl to brin;r them tlje |)eculiar 

books of their sect,) looks like a preinue l») that u'orsliijijtinf' of' blamed by 

Paul, as superstitious and unlawlul, in ;w<»tiie such sort of j eoplc as these Esh-iis ' vcrt» 
Col. ii. 8. as is the prayer to, .oxvat Is the sun for his risin;^ every iiiorninK* 
tinned before, s« ct. 5- very like lho*e not luueh later ubstrvaiices made mention ’*1 
the preaching of Peter, Authenf. lUr. Pt. II. page h'tiy. and regarding a kind o 
worship of angels, of the inonih, at.d of the moon, and not celebrating the new moons 
or other fe>»tivals, unless the moon ap|>eared. Which indeed yeems to ii'c ibt 
mention of any regard to ilic moon’s phasis in fixing the Jewish calendar, oi > 
Uie Talrnud and later liabbins talk so iriiicb, and upon so very little ancient eui 
datiun. 
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been cngaocd in, he Ls not at liberty to pnrtake ol’ that food tliut 
be meets witli elsewhere, but is forced to cat grass, and to fam- 
ish his body with hunger, till he perish ; for which reason they 
receive many ol them again, wljen they are at their last gasp, 
out of compassion to them, as thinking the miseries they luvve 
endured till they came to the very brink of death, to be a suf 
ficient punishment for the suis they had been guilty of, 

9. But in the judgments they exercise they are most accurate 
and jnst, nor do they pass sentence by the votes of a court that is 
fewer than a hundred. And as to what is once detennined by 
that number it is nnalteralde. What they most of all honour, 
after God himself, is the name of their legislator [Moses,] whom 
if any one blaspheme, he is punished capitally. They also think 
it a good thing to obey their elders and the major part. Ac- 
cordingly, il'ten of them be sitting together, no one of them w ill 
speak whiles the other nine are against it. "I'hey also avoid 
spitting in the midst of them, or on the right side. Moreover, 
they are stricter than any other of the Jews in resting from 
their labours on the seventh day; for they not only get their 
l()od ready the ilay beibre, that they may' not be obliged to 
kindle a lire on that day, but they will not remove any vessel 
out of its ])laoc, nor go to stool thereon. Nay, on other days 
they dig a small pit, a foot deep, with a paddle, (wdiicli kind of 
liatchet is given them, when they are first admitted among 
them,) and covering themselves round with thi ir garment, that 
they may not affront the divine rays of light, they t'ase tliein- 
>elve.s into that pit, alter which they put the earth that was 
(lug out agjiin into the pit, and even this they do only in the 
more lonely places, which they choose out for this purpose ; 
ind althoiigli this ciisement of the body be natural, yet it is 
a Vide w ith them to w ash themselves after it, as if it W'ere a de- 
lilemeiit to them. 

10. Xow after the time of their })reparalory trial is over, 
they are parterl into four clas‘<es : and so far are the juniors iii- 
lerier to the seniors, that iftlie seniors should be touched by the 
juniors, they must wash lh<‘mselves, as if they had intermixed 
themselves w ith the company of a loreigiua*. Tliev are long- 
hved also, insomuch that maiiv uf them live ;il)ovc a hundred 


years, by means of tlu^ simplicity of their diet, nay, as 1 think, 
hy means of the regular ct)ur.s(‘ ot life tiiey observe also. J'hey 
eontemn the miseries of lif(‘, and are above pain, by the geii- 
of their mind. And as for death, if it w ill be tor their 
tliey (isteem it better than living always ; :ui(l indeed (Htr 
with the Unmans gave abnmlant evulence what great souls 
^hoy laal in their trials, wherein, although they were tortured 
•'‘hI (li.sjtorted, burnt aiul torn to pieces, and wt iU tliroiigb all 
‘'*ds n| instrument'; of torment, that ihev might be tbrced 

111. U “ ^ 
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either to blaspheme their legislator, or to eat what was t'orl)i<j. 
en them, yet could they not be made to do either of them, inj 
nor once to flatter their tormentors, or to shed a tear ; but tiu v 
smiled in their very pains, and laughed those to scorn who in. 
Aided the torments upon them, aiul resigned u[) their souls wit), 
great alacrity, as expecting to receive them again. 

1 1 . For their doctrine is this, That bodies are corruptible, 

and that the matter they are made of is not permanent ; but iiiai 
the souls are immortal, and continue for ever, and that they coidi 
out of the most subtile air, and are united to their bodies as to 
prisons, into which they are drawn by a certain natural eutici', 
meat; but that wh.en they arc set free from the bands oftlu 
Acs!}, they then, as released from a Jong bondage, rejoicci aiul 
mount u})ward. And this is like the opinions of the Greeks, that 
good souls liave their habitations beyond the ocean, in a region 
tliat is neither oppressed with storms of rain or snow, or witli 
intense heat, but that this place is such as is refreslied hv tlu: 
gentle breathing of a west wind, that is [)erpetua!Iy blowing Ik i,, 
the ocean ; while thiiy allot to bad souls a dark and teinpobtu: . , 
den, lull of never ceasing punishments. And indeed the Gavk' 
seem to me to have Ibllowed the same notion, whe n ihev aiht 
the islands of t!ie blessed to their brave v !ie;n t!n‘v 

heroes, and demigods ; and to the souls of liio wicked, i!k.* iigu n 
of the ungodly, in Hades, where theii* ilible ; rehite that ccje ; ,' 
persons, such as 8isyphus, and 'rantalus, a.nd Ixon, and 

are punished; which is built on this Inst suj)posiii(>n, tlia.lMu.is 
are immortal; and riieuee are those (.‘xiiortatica^s to virtue, I’l i 
dehortations from wickedness colli'Cted, whereby good men ;ia 
bettcreil in llie conduct of their lile by the hopes tlicy ha\> f 
reward after their death, and when by the viliement iuelinal; His 
of bad men to vice ai e restrained, by the iear and exj'eci:ili<’;! 
they are in, that altliough they should lie concealed in tliis iik, 
they should sufler imuKjrtal [)unishment after their dmifh. 'I Iks' 
are the divine doctrines of the Kssens’* about the soul, \vii:di 
lay ail unavoidable bait Ibr such as have once luul a taste el’ iliLii 
j)hil()S()})liy. 

12. There are also those among tln'in who nndertak'' in | 

• Of tlirse Jewish or l ii>.\ an«l ind-. t'l (.'hi isiiari, iloctritu’s, r<)iK’H r.iie; suiK 
hoth nn<i l.'.'iJ in II, uK- , ae iluit I’l. iit i!l^i.i)iirsv or Im/iuI’iv nt’ i ur .lost j hj-' 

ronri rniiig :it the Mui vc ! V. 

f Dean Ahlri< li a ikons up ihn ■ exaiuiiles <.!' tlii', of j)ioj>hit‘y in si i f.'i ' 
Kssefis out orjosephu^ hii.r.eif, /■/:. in t!ie IIisr«»ry <'f'»!a* 'Aar, I). 1- " 

•S' ct. ."i. vol. ! i I. Judas fon t id tin *i.*nth rf A at Strafo's 'I'oivcr, Ih 1 
vii. s, ('t. 5. Simon hrrt told tinit A ’"rhtlans should hut nine or ten 

.\n: j* ]*, \\. eliap, >. serf, 1, .. vul. II. Meueheiu Joiefiild llint Ilerol ^ 

ki.i ;itid should n ik' H I) n'lunicrily, and llial ft>r more llir.n t wi iity er 

ye.K 1 A. U !ii( h came to j)a-.s acccuiiingl v. 
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toreiell thini^s to conic, by reading the holy hooks, and using 
several sorts of purifications, and being perpetually conversant 
ill the iliscourses of tlie prophets : and it is but seldom that they 
iiiiss in their pnidictioiis. 

13. Moreover, there is another order of Essens, who agree 
witli the rest as ti) their way of living, and customs, and laws, 
but diflor from them in tlie point of marriage, as thinking that 
bv not marrying they cut of!* the principal part of human life, 
wiiich is the jirospect of .Miccession ; nay rather, that if all men 
should b(“ of* the same opinion, the whole race of mankind would 
fail. However, they try their spouses lor three years, and if 
llu'V they have their natural purgations thrice, as trials 

that they are likely to be Iruithil, they then actually marry them. 
But they do not ns(‘ to accompany with their wives wlien they 
are with child, as a (h inonstration that they do not marry out 
i)i’ re gard to ph a.'^nre, but for the sake of ])osterity. Now the 
women go into the baths with .some of their garments on, as tlie 
men do witli somewhat girded aJxiut them. And these are 
llu^ customs of this order of Essens. 

I t. Ihit then as to the two other orders at first mentioned, 
ihe Pharisees are tiiose who are esteemctl most skilful in the 
I'xact (‘Xplication of tluir laws, and introduce the lir.st sect, 
'i'hese ascribt.* all to liite, [or jirovitlencts] and to God, and yet 
allow, that to act what is right, or the contrary, is principally in 
the power of men : altliougli fate does co-operate in every action. 
They say, that all souls are incorruptible, but that the * souls 


• 'rhere so much mon* hero alw.ut tiu* Ks^ens than is cited from Josci)hiis in 
I’orpliviy Ivischiiis, mid vet Jimcli Ifss about tl.e l^hariscos aiul Sadductes, 

lie two othe r Jcwisli secH, than wmiUi iijituially be expected in proiiorlion to tlie Ks- 
i:is third sect, nay, than seems to he refeircil to by himself elsewhere, that one is 
tiinpted to s'jppose Josc]>hus h.id at first written less <*f the one, and more of the two 
lers tii.'ui his present copies ad’oid iis; as also that, by some iiiikiiown accident, our 
\iresent < opies are here loiide up j-f tin.* laimr eilition in the lirst ease, and of 
i!;e sinaller in die recond. See the note in 1 lavercaoi.i’s edition. However, what 
josi phu.s says in the name of the IMiari.sei's, that only the souls of good men go out 
i)t' one iKiiiy intv) anotlu r, although all souls l.e iiniuv.rtal. and still the souls of the liad 
uro liable tv) eternal punislinient ; as also v.lial tie says w arvls, Aiuiip XVIII. 

1. >Lct. o vol. III. that the m'uI’s vigvnir is iiuiuorial, atul that unvler tlie eaitli 
llu \ ifceive renaids or pnnif.'jua nts .'U'corvling; as their lives have been virtm>us or 
vaoiis in tlio iirosvnt u.:;!d ; flia.f to the I i .s allotti-d an eternal prison, hut that the 
};<ivk 1 ale pernnilevl to l;’,o .igain in this world, are ne.arly agreeable tv) tlio dvatruies of 
‘ hris'.ia'iity. Only ,b' vjihus’ rejectiv.n v)t’ the return of the wicked iiitv> otbvr bodies, 
"1 int(' t r.s w ill Id, w bicii be grants ti> the gv »m 1, Ivioks svunewhat like a evnitradieliv)n 
St. I’.iol's avv'.’i ii; VM* the dortiine v)f the Jews, that “ they themselves allvnveil 
'hat tlure sliviulvl l.e a resio ri etion of die vlead, both ‘ of the just and unjust.' ” 
15. Yet because .Iv)sep*ius’ .'U'cmnt is that of the l'haii.sces ; and 
I ani’s tlaU of ‘he .lews in geiural, ami of himself, the contradiction is not very 
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ot good men only are removed into other bodies, but tliat 
souls of bad men are subject to eternal punishment. But tiie 
Saddncees arc those that compose the second order, and take 
away late entirely, and suj)pose that God is not concerned ijj 
our doing or not doing what is evil; and they say, that to act 
what is good or what is evil, is at men’s own choice, and tlij^ 
the one or the other belongs so to every one, that they may act 
as they please. They also take away the belief of the iminorlai 
duration of the soul, and the punishments and rewards in Iladt s. 
Moreover, the l^harisees are friendly to one another, and are lu^ 
the exercise of concord, and regard for the public ; but the bo 
liaviour of the Stidducees one towards another is in some degree 
wild, and their conversation with those that are of their ouji 
))arty is as barbarous as il’they were strangers to them. Arifj 

this is what I had to say concerning the philosophic sects aiiionu 
the Jews. 


CHAP. IX. 

'rhe death (f Salome, The cities xvhich Herod and Phitip lulU, 
Pilate occasions disturbances, Tiberius puts Agrippa intv 
bond s^ but Cains J'rees him from them^ and makes him kin^, 
Herod. Antipas is banished, 

§ 1. a\xD now as the ethnarchy of Archelaus was fallen in- 

to a Homan ])roviiice, the other soils of ITcrod, l^hili]), and that 
Herod who was called Antipas, each of tlieni took upon tlicin 
the administration of their own tetrarcliies ; i’or when .Saluine 
died, she becjiieathed to Julia, the wife oi’ Augustus, hotli licr 
toparcliy, and Jamnia, as also her plantation of pahn-lreti 
tliat Were in l^hasaelis.^ But when tin? Human empire was trans- 
lated to Tiberius, the son of Julia, upon the death of Augii>liii, 
who had reigneil lifty-seven years six months and twt) da\>, 
both I Ier(jd and Pliilij) continiu’d in their tctrarchies, and tlic 
latter of them built tin? city Cmsarea, at the Ibiintains of Jorchin, 
and in tile regiem of Panens ; as also the city Julias, in the 
lower Gaulaiiilis. Henal alM) built tlie city Til)iii;;s in 

• V.\* lirtvc in that (irotk XI S. wlnrli na** once* Alcxainicr IVtav !»’a I'i 

now in the li!;rarv at Levden twi> most rcniarkithli* additions to the cotmnon 
tlmu^fi deenu'd worth little nark hy the editor; vhith, upon the mei lien ut 
'I'iherins* Ci»tt’.i!)LC to th.e ernpir *, in-* r:s (ir^t tlie I’aniotis te^tin.ony of* Jo'-t ii i 
cernin/^ .Jesn, rinlst, as it •: u ds t htlini in the Antitjuitie^^, Ik XVII I. t!);*;'. i"- 
•ect. vol. I ! 1. wiiJj »omr parts t.!’ tli.it excellent discourse or hoinilv of Jo.sLpl'US 
<’oiicerii;iif( Ilanes, ar'nexed io the r.oik. Hut, nhat is lure principally to he noieil» 
is th s, li.ar m ihi-. liomilv, .lo epne- h.ivin^ ^ust mentioned ('hri^t, as “ (j<‘d t 
“ \V(ird. and the of the wm^k appointt djiy the leather,’' <Stc. adds, 

•* had himself elsewhere spokerr jlkout luiu inofe niceVy or parlicidarlv,*' 
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and in Perea [beyond Jordan] another that was also 
(jailed Julias. 

S?. Now Pilate, who was sent as a procurator into Judea by 
Tiberias, sent by night those images ot‘ Csesar that are called 
ensigns^ into Jerusalem. This excited a very great tumult among 
ilie Jews when it was day; lor those that were near them w^ere 
astonislied at the sight of them, as indications that their laws 
were trodden under foot ; Ibr those laws do not ]^ermit any sort 
of image to be brought into the city. Nay, besides the indigna- 
tion which the citizens had themselves at this procedure, a vast 
number of peojdc came iimning out of the country. These came 
zealously to Pilate to Ctesarea, and besought him to carry those 
aiisigns out of Jerusalem, and to preserve them their ancient laws 
inviolable ; but upon l^ilate's denial of their request, they tell 
down prostrate u])on the ground, and continued immoveable in 
that })<)stiire for live days and as many nights. 

On the next day Pilate sat upon his tribunal, in the open 
market place, and called to him the multitude, as desirous to 
give them an answer ; and then gave a signal to the soldiers, 
tiiat they should all by agreement at once encompass th-e Jews 
with their weapons: so the band of soldiers stood round about 
till? Jews in three raidxs. The Jews were under the utmost con- 
sternation at that unex})ected sight Pilate also said to them, 
that flaw should be cut in pieces, unless they would ialinit of 
Ca'sar s" images, and gave intimation to the soldiers to draw 
their naked swords. Hereupon tlu‘ Jews, as it wen; atone 
signal, f(‘ll down in vast numbers together, and exposed their 
necks bar \ and cried out that they were sooner ready to be 
daiu, tliaii that their law should be transgressed. Ileieupon 
Pilat(; was greatly surprised at their prodigious superstition, and 
gave oi(h r that the ensigns should be presently carried out of 
Jerusalem. 

4. After this he raised another disturbance, by expending that 
sacred treasure which is called ^ Corbaii upon a(|ueducts, where* 
hy he brought water from the ilisiance of four hundred fur- 
longs. At this the multitude had iinlignation ; amt when Pilate 
was come to .fei usaleni, lliey caiiK' about his tribunal, and made 
a chmioiif at it. Now wlum he was a})prised aforehaiul of this 
disturbance, lie mixetl his own sokliers in their armour with 
the imiUil:;.d(‘, ami ordered them to conceal tluMuselvcs under 
tlie liahits of jirivate men, and not indeed to use their swords, 
hilt with their stavi‘s to boat those dial Jiiade the clamour. Ho 
then gave the signal from his tribunal [to do ns he had bidden 


* I'lis iiso of the cort>aii, or oblation, as bore saered money dedicated 

b'jcl in tlic treasury ot tlie temple, illustrates our Savimir's worils, Mark\ii. 11, l‘J. 
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tlieiih] Now llu* Jews were so sadly beaten, that many of them 
})orished by the stri})es they received, and many of them perished 
as trodden to death by tliemselves; by which means the multi, 
tilde was astonished at tlie calamity of those that were slain, und 
held their peace. 

5. In the meantime Ai^rippa, the son of that Aristobulus, ;vh() 
Jiad been slain by his father Herod, came to Tiberius, to accuse 
Herod the tetrarcli ; who not admitting of his accusation, h,* 
stayeil at Rome, anil cidtivated a friendship witli otiiers ol’ tlie 
men of note, but princi})aLly with Cains the son of Gerinanicus 
who was then but a private person. Now this Agrippa, at a 
certain time, feasted Cains, and as lie was very complaisant to 
him on several other accounts, he at length stretched out j]is 
lumds, and openly wished that Tiberius might die, and that Im 
migiit ijuickly >ee him emperor of tlie world. This was told m 
Tiberius by one of Agrippa’s domestics, who ibereiipon was verv 
angry, and ordered Agri})pa to be bound, and had him verv ill 
treated in the })rison for six months, until Tiberius died, al’uT 
he had reigned twenty-two years six months and three days. 

6. But when Cains was made Ca*sar, lie released Agi ijipa fiom 
his bonds, and made him king of Philiji’s telrarehy, whoua^ 
now (lead ; but when Agrippa hud arrived at that degre e ofdi^, 
nitv, he iidlained the ambitions desii'es ot Herod the tetrariii, 
who was ehiclly indueed to hope Ibr the royal aullu/rity hy Lis 
wife Ilerodias, who reproaclM*d him for his sloth, and tolil liiia 
that it was onlv bceaii'ohe wouhl not sail to Ca.‘sar, that he v.as 
destitute oflliat great dignity ; for since Ca‘sar had injuL? Agrijij'.i 
a king, li’om a private ptu'son, mnch more would ho aiK aiiee liitii 
from a tetrari h to that dignity. J'he.se arguments 

witli Herotl, so that lie came tn C’aius, by whom he was pimidiol 
for his ambition, by lieing banished into Spain ; for Agri}i)):i li '- 
lowed him, in order to aecusi; him : to whom also C'aius gave L.s 
letrarchy, liv uav of addition. So 1 leroddied in Spain, wliitl.'ir 
his wife had iollowed Ijini. 

CHAP. X. 

daius cfmnunids Ihdf /ns stair r s/r idd l)r st t rj) in i/ic tnnin 
dsclj' ; and o:]wt Prtranins did. tin renpon, 

() i. jS^ow' Cains ( msai did so grossly abuse the lorluiieLt’ 
had arrived at, as to lake himself to be a god, and to desuo tf- 
be so called also, and to emt off those ol’ the greatest nolv.lity out 
of his country. I le al'O extenih-d his impiety as lar as the JoW'. 
Aeoan’dinglv, tu eiil l\l/“niiis with an army to Jenisaloio. 
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place liis * statues in the temple, and commanded him that in 
case the Jews would not admit of them, he should slay those 
that opposed it, and carry all the rest of the nation into cap- 
tivity ; hut God concerned himself with these his commands. 
However, Pctronius marched out of Antioch into Judea, with 
three legions, and many Syrian auxiliaries. Now as to the 
Jews, some of them could not believe the stories that spoke of 
II war, but those that did believe them were in the utmost dis- 
tress how to defend themselves, and the terror diffused itself 
presently through them all; for the army was already come 
to Ptolemais. 

'J. This Ptolemais is a maritime city of Galilee, built in the 
great ])lain. It is encomjiassed with mountains ; that on the cast 
side, sixty furlongsoff, belongs to Galilee; but that on the south 
belongs to Carmel, which is distant from it a hundred and 
twenty furlongs ; and that on the north is the highest of them 
all, and is called by the people of the country, //ie Ladder of 
ihc Tyriaiis^ which is at the distance of a hundred furlongs, 
'fhe very small rivt'r f Pel us runs by it, at tlie distance of two 
furlongs ; near which there is J Memnoifs monument, and hath 
near it a place no larger than a hundred cubits, which ileserves 
adiniratiiJii ; for the place is round and holh)w, and alfords such 
sand as glass is made of, which })lace, when it hatii betai eiu))- 
tied by tlie many shi|)s there loaded, it is filled again by the 
winds, which bring into it, as it were on purpose, that sand 
which lay remote, and was no more than l)arc common sand, 
wliile this mine presently turns it into glassy sand. And what 
is to* me still more wonderful, that glassy saJid which is super- 
fluous, and is once removed out of the place, becomes bare com- 
ir.on sand again. And this is the nature of the place v/e are 
speaking of. 

3. Put now the Jews got together in great numbers with 
their wives and children into that plain that was by Ptolemais, 
iiiul made supplication to Pctronius, first for their laws, and, in 
tile next place, for tlK*msclves. JSo he prevailed upon by 
ihe multitude of the smpplicanls, aial by their sujtplications, 
juul left his army and the statues at Ptolemais, and then went 
forward into Galilee, and called together the multitude, and all 
the nu n of note to Tiberias, and slunvtHl thi in the power of the 

* Tacitus owns that Caius coiruiaiuliat tin* Jews to ^ilace iii^ i s in tiu Ir tem- 
pi*’, tijouj^h lie bo mistakoJi when be that the Jew > tla »on|n'M ti- k 

i lliis ni connt of a |ilaee near ll»e month t»r the river Ih lns in IM tu r.i, i;?, wliencw 
viiinu' ih.tt sand <)iu of which the ancients ma»le their ^law, i^ a thino; known \\\ hi«- 
puriienhnly in rneuns and Strabo, amt more large y in Cl ny. 

t Has Mimnon had several momiment'', and one of lln.ni appi .»rs, liotii t>y 
^'r;il)o and Diodorus, to have been in Svria and not improhahiv in this nry 
plui'e. 
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lloinaiis, aiul tlie threateniiigs of CiLvsar; and, besides this 
proved that their petition was unreasonable; because while all 
the nations in subjection to them had placed the images of Cae. 
sar in their several cities, among the rest of their gods, fo^ 
them alone to op})ose it, was almost like the behaviour of re. 
volters, and was iiijurious to Ctcsar. 

4. And when they insisted on their law, and the custom of 
their country, and how it was not only not permitted them to 
make either an image of God, or indeed of a man, and to pm 
it in any des})icable part of their country, much less in 
tem})le itself; Petronius replied, And am not I also,” said 

‘‘ bound to kee]) the law of my own lord ? For if I transgress 
‘‘ it, and spare yon, it is but just that I perish; while he that 
sent me, and not I, will commence a war against you ; for I 
am under command as well as you.” I lereupon the whole 
imiltitude cried out. That “they are ready to sufler for their 
law.” Petronius then (piieteil them, and said to them, 
‘‘ Will you then make war agaijist Caesar?” The Jews said, 
o We ofler sacrilices twice every day for Cmsar, and for the Uo 
‘‘ man peo[)le ; but that if he would })lace the images amun^r 
them, he must first sacrifice the whole Jewish nation ; ami 
that they were ready to expose themselves, together with 
their children and wives, to be slain.” At this Petronius 
was astonished, and pitied tliein on account of ihe inexpressible 
sense of religion the men were under, iUid that courage ofthoirs 
which made them ready to die for it; so they were disiiiisbeil 
without success. 

5. But on the following days he got togt ther the nun of 
j)ower privately, and the multitude publicly, and sometimes he 
used persuasions to them, and sometimes he gave them his no- 
vice ; but lie chii-fly made, use of thnaitening to them, and insi^tnl 
upon the power of tin- Romans, ami the anger of Cains ; mid be- 
sides, upon the neces'^itv he was himself imdei' [ to do as he u:n 
enjoined.] Jbit as they could be no way }>revailed upon, inul 
he saw that tin* countiy was in dang<’r of lying witliout lilli'gr; 
for it was about seed-time that the nmltiUule continued Inr lillv 
days togetln-r idle; so he at last got tiu-m togi ther, and told 
them, Tliat ‘‘it was best for bim to run some lac.ard hiin'^ell; 
“ lor either, bv the divine assistance, I shall un-vail with Casan 
“and shall myself escape the danger as well as }<)U, whidi vui 

lx; matter of joy to ns both; or, in case (’a-sar contimx? in hi> 
“ rage, 1 will be rea(l\ U) < xpose my own lil'e i'or such a gnat 
“ number as y(Hi are.” ^^dlereupoll he dismissed the nniltitnno 
who prayed gn'atly ior his prospiaity ; and he took the mii'V 
out of Ptolemaic anti icturiied lo Antioch; tiom whenu 
lie [iresently sent an epistle to Ciesar, and informed hint o! 1 1< 
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irruption he had made into Judea, and of the supplications of the 
nation ; and that unless he had a mind to lose both the country, 
and the men in it, he must permit them to keep their law, and 
must countermand his former injunction. Caius answered that 
epistle in a violent way, and threatened to have Petronius put 
to death for his being so tardy in the execution of what he had 
commanded. But it happened that those who brought Caius' 
epistle were tossed by a storm, and were detained on the sea for 
three months, while others that brought the news of Caius' 
death had a good voyage. Accordingly, Petronius received the 
epistle concerning Caius seven and twenty days before he receiv- 
ed tliat which was against himself. 

CHAP. XI. 

Concerning the government of Claudius^ and the reign of Agrippa, 
Co7ic€rning the deaths of Agrippa^ and of Ilerod^ and vchat 
children they hath left behind them. 

§ 1. Now when Caius had reigned three years and eight 

months, and had been slain by treacliery ; Claudius w'as hurried 
away by the armies that were at Rome to take the government 
upon him : but tlie senate, upon the reference ot the consuls, 
Sentius Saturniniis, and PomjKmius Sccundus, gave orders to the 
tliree regiments of soldiers that stayed with them to keep the ty 
quiet, and went up into tlie capitol in great numbers, and re- 
solved to oppose Claudius by force, on account of the barbarous 
treatment they had met with from Cains ; and they determined 
either to settle the nation under an aristocracy, as they had of 
old been governed, or at least to choose by vote such a one 
for emperor as might be worthy of it. 

2. Now it happened that at this time Agrippa sojourned at 
Rome, and that both the senate called him to consult with them, 
and at the same time Claudius sent for him out of the camp, 
that he might be serviceable to him, as he should liave occa- 
sion for his service. So he, perceiving that Claudius was in 
efiect made Cmsar already, went to him, who sent him as an 
ambassador to the senate, to let them know what his intentions 
were : That ‘‘ in the first place, it was without his seeking, 
“ tint he was hurried away by the soldiers; moi^eover, that he 
‘‘ thought it was not just to desert those soldiers in such their 
zeal for him, and tliat if he should do so, his own fortune 
“ would be in uncertainty : for timt it was a dangeions case to 
“ have been once called to the empire. He added farther, that 
“ he would administer the government as a good prince, and 
“ not like a tyrant; for that he would be satisfied M’illi the hon- 
voi . HI. 3 c 41 
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our of being called emperor, but would, in every one of his 
“ actions, permit them all to give him their advice : for that 
“ although he had not been by nature for moderation, yet would 
the death of Caius afford him a sufficient demonstration how 
“ soberly he ought to act in that station.” 

3 This message was delivered by Agrippa ; to which the 
senate replied, That “ since they had an army, and the wisest 
‘‘ consuls on their side, tliey would not endure a voluntary sla- 
very,” And when Claudius heard what answer the senate had 
made, he sent Agrippa to them again, with the following mes- 
sage, That he could not bear the thoughts of betraying them 
that liad given their oaths to be true to him ; and diat 
he saw^ he must fight, though unwillingly, against such as he 
had no mind to fight; that however, [if it must come to that,] 
it was proper to choose a place without the city for the war ; 
because it was not agreeable to piety to pollute the temples 
of their owm city w'ith the blood of their own countrymen, 
‘‘ and this only on occasion of their imprudent conduct.” And 
when Agrippa had heard this message, he delivered it to the 
senators. 

4, In the meantime, one of the soldiers belonging to the se- 
nate drew his sword, and cried out, O my tbllow-suldiers, 

what is the meaning of this choice of ours, to kill our brethn^n, 
‘‘ and to use violence to our kindred that are w ith Claudius ? 
while we may have him fur our emperor whom no one can 
blame, and w ho hath so many just reasons [to lay claim to the 
government;] and this with regard to those against whom 
wc are going to fight.” When he had said this, he marched 
througli the w hole senate, and carried all the soldiers along with 
him. Upon which all the patricians were immediately at a 
great fright at their being thus deserted. But still, because 
there appeared no other way whither they could turn themselves 
for deliverance, they made haste the same way with the soldiers, 
and went to Claudius. But those that luul the greatest luck in 
flattering the good fortune of Claudius betimes, met them be- 
fore the w'alls with their naked swords, and there was reason to 
fear that those that came first might have been in danger, before 
Claudius could iuiow what violence tlie sokliers w'ere going to 
offer them, had not Agrippa raii before, and told him what a 
dangerous thing they weu* going about, and that unless he re- 
strained the violence of thc^.e men, who were in a fit of madness 
against tlie patricians, he vvoiild lose those on whose account it 
was most desirable to rule, and would be emperor over a desert. 

5. When Claudius heard t)»is, he restrained the violence of 
the sekliery, and received the senate into the camp, and treated 
them after an obliging manner, and went out with them present- 
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ly to offer their thank-offerings to God, which were proper up- 
on his first coming to the empire. Moreover, he bestowed on 
Agrippa his whole paternal kingdom immediately, and added to 
it, besides those countries that had been given by Augustus to 
Herod, Trachonitis and Aiiranitis, and still besides tliese, that 
kingdom which was called the kingdom of Lysanias, This gift 
he declared to the people by a decree, but ordered the magistrates 
to have the donation engraved on tables of brass, and to be set 
up in the capitol. He bestowed on his brother Herod, who was 
also his son-in-law, by marrying [his daughter] Bernice, the 
kingdom of Clialcis. 

6. So now riches flowed in to Agrippa by his enjoyment of 
so large a dominion, nor did he abuse the money he had on 
small matters, but he began to encompass Jerusalem with such 
a wall, which, had it been brought to perfection, had made it im- 
])racticable for the Romans to take it by siege ; but his death, 
which happened at Ccsarca, before he had raised the walls to 
their due height, prevented him. He had then reigned three 
years, as he had governed his tetrarchies three other years. He 
left behiiul him three daughters, born to him by Cypros, viz, 
Bei nice, Mariamnc, and Drusilla, and a son born of the same 
mother, whose name was Agrippa ; he was left a very young child, 
so that Claudius made the country a Homan province, and sent 
Cuspius Fadus to be its procurator, and alter him Tiberius 
Alexander, who, making no alterations of the ancient law’s, 
kept the nation in tran(|uillity. Now after this, Herod the king 
of Clialcis died, and left behind him two sons, born to him of 
his brt^tlieFs tiaughter Bernice ; their names were Beiniciamis 
and Hyreanus. [He also left behind him] Aristobulus, whom 
he hatl by liis former wife, Mariamne. There was besides ano- 
ther brother of his that died a private person ; his name was 
also Ari$fohuluSy who left behind him a daughter, whose name 
was Jotapr : and these, as I have formerly said, were the chil- 
dren of Aristobulus the son of Herod, which Aristobulus and 
Alexander were born to Herod by Alariainne, and were slain 
by him. But as for Alexander’s posterity, they reigned in 
Armenia. 

CHAP. XII. 

Many tnmulis laidcr Cumanus^ xdiich V)cre composed by Qiia^ 
draiuk, Felix is procuratoj' of Judea, Agrippa is advanced 
from Ckalcis to a greater kingdom, 

§ 1 . jN ow after the death of I Icrod, king of Clialcis, Claudius 
set Agrippa, the son of Agrippa, over liis uncle's kingdom, 
while Cumaiuis took upon him the office of procurator of the rest, 
which was a Homan province, and therein he succeeded Alexan- 
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der, under which Cumanus began the troubles, and the Jews’ ruin 
came on ; for when the multitude were come together to Jerusa- 
lem, to the feast of unleavened bread, and a Roman cohort stood 
over tlie cloisters of the temple, (for they always were armed 
and kept guard at tlie iestivals, to prevent any innovation, which 
the multitude thus gathered together might make,) one of the 
soldiers pulled back liis garment, and, couring down after an 
indecent manner, turned his breecli to the Jews, and spoke 
such words as you may exj)ect upon such a posture. At this 
the whole multitude had indignation, and made a clamour to 
Cumanus, that he would punish the soldier ; while the rasher 
part of the youth, and such as were naturally the most tumultu- 
ous, fell to lighting, and caught up stones, and threw them at the 
soldiers. U})on which Cumanus was afraid lest all the peo})le 
should make an assault upon him, and sent to call for more arm- 
ed men, who, when they came in great numbers into the clois- 
ters, the Jews were in a very great consternation, and beiixy 
beaten out of the temple, they ran into the city, and the vio- 
lence with which they crowded to get out was so great, tliat 
they trode iij)on each other, and squeezed one anotlier, till ten 
thousand of them were killed, insomuch that this feast became 
the cause of mourning to the whole nation, and every family 
lamented [their own relations.] 

2. Now there Ibllowed after this another calamity, wliicli 
arose from a tumult made by robbers; ibr at (he j)ul)lic road of 
Beth-lioron, one Steplien, a .ver\ ant of Ca\sar, carried some furni- 
ture, wliicli the robbers lell upon, and seized ; iij)on this Cuma- 
mis sent men to go round about to tlic neighbouring villages, and 
to bring their iidiabitanis to him bound, as laying it to their charge 
that they liad not pursued alter the tliieves, and caught them. 
Now here it was that a certain soldier, finding the sacred book 
of the law, tore it to pieces, and threw it into the fire, llere- 
ii})on the Jews were in great disorder, as if their whole country 
were in a llame, and assembled themselves so many of them by 
their zeal for their religion, as by an engine, and^ ran togetlier 
with united cianioiir to Cesarca, to (’uinaims, and made suppli- 
cation to him, that he would not overlook this man, wlio had 
oflered such an alfront to (iod, and to his law, but punish him 
for what he had done. Accordingly, he, jicrceiving that the mul- 
titude would not be quiet unless they had a conirortable answer 
from him, gave order that the soklicr should be brought, and 
drawn through those that required to have him punished to ex- 
ecution, which being dune, the Jews went their ways. 

Ut'land notes J)crc, that the Talmud, in recounting ten had accidents for winch 
the Jews ought to rend their garments, reckons this fur one, \Vhen they hear • 

“ the law of God is burnt.** 
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3. After this there happened a fight between the Galileans and 
the Samaritans; it happened at a village called Geman^ 'which issi- 
tiiate ill the great plain of Siiinaria, where, as a great number of 
Jews were going up to Jerusalem to the feast [of tabernacles,] 
a certain Galilean was slain ; and besides a vast number of people 
ran together out of Galilee, in order to fight with the Samaritans; 
hut the princijial men among them came to Cumanus, and be- 
sought him, that before the evil became incurable, he would 
come into (Jalilee, and bring the authors of this murder to punish- 
ment, for that there was no other way to make the multitude se- 
parate without coming to blows. However, Cumanus postpon- 
ed their sup])lications to the other affairs he was then about, and 
sent the petitioners away without success. 

4*. But when the afliiir of this murder came to be told at Je- 
rusalem, it put the multitude into disorder, and they left the feast, 
and without any generals to conduct them, they marched with 
great violence to Samaria ; nor w'oiild they be ruled by any of 
the magistrates that were set over them, but they were managed 
by one Eleazar, the son of Dineus, and by Alexander, in 
these their thievish and seditious attempts. These men fell up- 
on those that were in the neighbourhood of the Acrabatene top- 
»archv, and slew them, without sparing any age, and set the vil- 
lages f)ii fire. 

5. But Cuinaniis look one troop of horsemen, called the troop 
of Schaslr^ out of Cesarea, and came to the assistance of those 
that wore spoiled ; he also seized upon a great number of tliose 
that followed Eleazar, and slew more of them. And as for the 
rest of the multitude of those that 'went so zealously to fight with 
the Samaritans, the rulers of Jerusalem ran out clothed with 
sackcloth, and having ashes on their head, and begged of them 
to go their ways, lest by their attempt to revenge tbeinselves 
upon the Samaritans, they should provoke the Homans to come 
against Jtu’usalem ; to have compassion upon their country and 
temple, their children and their wives, and not bring the utmost 
dangers of destruction upon lliein, in order to avenge themselves 
upon one Galilean only. The .Tews com})lied with these persua- 
sions of theirs, and dispersed lliemsclves : but still there were a 
great number who betook tbeinselves to robbing, in hopes of 
im|)imity, and rapines and insurrections of the bolder sort hap- 
pened over the whole country ; and the men of power among 
the Samaritans eaine to Tyre, to * Unnnidius Quadratiis, the 
president of Syria, and desired that they that had laid waste the 
country might beininishcd ; the great men also of the Jews, and 

* I Ills L^nniidiiis, or or, as Tacilos calls him, Vinidius Quadratus, is 

ill an aiu lint inscription siill prcstrMii, ns Spanheim here inforais ua^ 

CalU llim UMMlDItS Ql AbMAXi;;,. 
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Jonathan the son of Ananus, the high priest, came thither, and 
said, that the Samaritans were the beginners of the disturbance 
on account of that murder they had committed, and that Cunia* ** 
nils had given occasion to what had happened, by his unwilling, 
ness to punish the original authors of that murder. 

6 . But Quadratus put both parties ofl’for that time, and told 
them, that wlien lie should come to those places he would make 
a diligent inquiry after every circumstance. After which he 
went to Cesarea, and crucified all those whom Cumanus had 
taken alive ; and when from thence he was come to the city 
Lydda, he lieard the aflair of the Samaritans, and sent for eigh- 
teen of the Jew^s w’hoin he had learned to have been concerned 
in that fight, and beheaded them ; but he sent tw^o others of 
tliose that were of the greatest })ow'er among them, and both Jo- 
nathan and Ananias, tlie high priests, as also Ananus the sou of 
this Ananias, and certain others that were eminent among the 
.Tew^s, to Ciesar ; as he did in like manner by the most illustrious 
of the ^Samaritans. He also ordered that Chimamis [the procu- 
rator] and Color the tribune should sail to Koine, in order to give 
an account of what had been done to Ca\sar, When he had 
♦3-nishcd these matters, he w’ent up from Lydda to Jerusalem, and 
finding the multitude celebrating their feast of unleavened bread 
without any tumult, he returned to Antioch. 

7. Now when Ciesar at Rome had licard wJiat Cumanus and 
the Samaritans liad to say, (where it was done in the hearing or 
Agrippa, who zealously espoused the cause of the Jews, as, in 
like manner, many of the great men stood by Ciiinanus,) he 
condemned the Samaritans, and commanded tliat three of tlic 
most pow'orful men among them should be put to death: he ba- 
nished Cumanus, iind s(‘nt Celer bound t(» Jerusalem, to be de- 
livered over to the Jews to be tormented, that he should be 
drawn round the city, and then beheaded. 

8. After this Ciesar sent Felix, ^ the brother of Pallas to be 

• Take the character of this Tclix, (who is 'veil known from the Acts of tl}e 
Apostle';, particularly from liis trcf/ibhnf^ wljcn Paul iliscuursed of righteousiuss 
“ cl)arity, and judj^incnt to C(»ine,’* Acts \xiv. *25. and no 'vonder, vhefi "t* b'c 
elsewhere seen, that he lived in adultery with Drusilia, another tnan’s wife, Aotiq- 
Ik XX. ch. \ii. sect. I. Vol. HI.) in the wonU of Tacitus, productil Iktc by 
Aldricli ; “ l‘\'lix exercised,” says 'i’acitus, “ the authority of akinj;, with the di'ipo^'* 
*Mion of a slave, and relyit. r upon the great power of his hrollier Tallas at cou|^» 

** thoiij:ht s^ifely he f.nnhy of ail kiinls of wicke<l practices.” Observe also i •' 

time when he was made prociualor, A. I). 52. tital when St. i*aul pleaded his 
before Idrn, A. 1). .5S. he ha' .• been “ many years a jud;ie unto that nalion> 

as St. Paul he had been, Art-, xxiv. 10. Hut as to what Tacitus here sa 3 -s,M^ 

before the deuh of Cumanus, helix wa« procurat<.'r over Samaria only, does not vu 
aj^ree with St. Paul’s w’ords, wlio wt'uld iiarclly have cal!e<l Samarii a Jewish 
J«) sJiort, since what I'acitus here says, is alxuit countries very remote 
where he lived ; since wliat he says of two Hotnan procurator^, the one over 
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procurator of Galilee, and Samaria, and Perea, and removed 
Agrippa from Chalcis unto a greater kingdom ; for he gave him 
the tetrarchy which had belonged to Philip, which contained Ba- 
taiiea, Trachonitis, and Gauianitis : he added to it the kingdom 
of Lysanias, and that province [Abilene] which Varus had go- 
verned. But Claudius himselfj when he had administered the 
government thirteen years eight months and twenty days, died, 
and left Nero to be his successor in the empire, whom he had 
adopted by his wife Agrippina’s delusions in order to be his 
successor, although he had a son of his own, whose name was 
Britannicus^ by MessaJina his former wife, and a daughter whose 
name was Octavio^ whom he had married to Nero ; he had also 
anotlier daughter by Petina, whose name was Antonia, 

CHAR XIIL 

]!fero adds fimr cities to Agrippa^s kingdom ; but the other parts 
of Judea xvere under Felix, The disturbances xxhich Xiceie rais- 
ed bij the Sicarii^ the inagicians^ and an Egyptian false pr o- 
phet, 'The JeKS and Syrians have a contest at C'esarea, 

5 1. !N ow as to the many things in which Nero acted like a 

madman, out of the extravagant degree of the felicity and 
riches which he enjoyed, and by that means used his good 
fortune to the Injury of others; and after what manner he slew 
his brother, and w ife, and mother, from whom his barbarity 
spread itself to others that were most nearly related to him ; and 
how^, at last, he was so distracted that he became an actor in the 
scenes, and upon the theatre, 1 omit to say any more about them, 
because there are waiters enough upon those subjects every 
where ; but I shall turn myself to those actions of his time in 
which the Jews were concerned. 

2. Nero, therelore, bestoweil the kingdom of the lesser Ar- 
menia upon Aribtobulus,* Herod’s son, and he added to Agrip- 
pa’s kingdom lour cities, with the toparchies to them belong- 
ing: I mean Abihi, and that Julius which is in Perea, Tarichea 


tbe other over Samaria at the same time, is without all example elsewhere, and since 
Josephus, who lived at that very time in Jndca, appears toliave known nothing of this 
I'locur.itorship of Felix, before the death of Cumanus, 1 must suspect tlie story it- 
as nothing belter tlian a mistake of Tacitus, especially when it seems not only 
oniUted, but cOntradieti'd by Josephus, us any one may hnd who compares their his- 
tones together. Tossihly I'dix might have been a subordinate judge among the 
ews bome time before under Cmnamis, !)ut ‘hat he was in earnest a procurator of 
amaria before, 1 do not believe. Uidiop IVurson, as well as llishop J..loyd, quote 
t jis account, but with a doubtful clause i si fUlcs Tudtoj If we may believe Tacitus. 
^«ars. Aniial. Faulin, p. 8. iMarsbal’s iahles, at .V. I). *19. 

• I, c. Herod king of Chalcis. 



390 


WAKS OF T1I12 JXWS. 


Book n, 

also, and Tiberias of Galilee; but over the rest of Judea he 
made Felix procurator. This Felix took Eleazar the arch rob, 
ber, and maiiy that were with him, alive, when they had rava- 
ged the country for twenty years together, and sent them to 
Rome ; but as to the number of the robbers he caused to be 
crucified, and of those who were caught among them, and whom 
he brought to punishment, they were a multitude not to be 
enumerated. 

3. Wlien the country was purged of these, tliere sprang up 
another sort of robbers in Jerusaleui, who were called Sicarii, 
who slew men in the daytime, and in the midst of the city; 
this they did chiefly at tlie festivals, when they mingled tl)em- 
selves among the multitude, and concealed daggers under their 
garments, with whicli they stabbed those tluit were their ene- 
mies ; and when any fell down dead, the murderers became a 
part of those that had indignation against them, by which incans 
they appeared persons of such re])utati()n that they ccjuld by no 
means be <iiscovered. The first man who was slain by tlicm was 
Jonathan the high priest, after whose death many were slain 
every day, while the fear men were in of being so served was 
more afTlicting than the calamity itself, and while every body 
expected death every hour, as men do in war, so men were 
obliged to look before tliem, and to take notice of their enemies 
at a great distance ; nor, if their friends were coming to them, 
durst they trust them any longer; but, in the midst of their 
suspicions and guarding of ilicmselves, they were slain. Such 
was the celerity of the j)lolters against them, and so cunniiu 
was their contrivance. 

4. There was also another body of wicked men gotten to^^e. 
tlicr, not so impure in their atlions, but more wicked in thch 
intentions, who laid waste the. ha))])}' slate of the city no lc.^i 
than did these murdeivrs. These were such men as deceived and 
deluded the ])co])le umler |)retence of divine insj)irali()i), biitwcit 
for ):)rocuring innovations and (duinges of the government; iiiid 
these prevailed with ihv. multitude to act like madmen, and 
went before them iiito the wilderness, as pr(‘tending tliat Clod 
would there show them the signals of lil>erty. Hut felix 
thought this procedure was to be the beginning of a revolt; so 
he sent some horsemen and footmen both armed, who destroy- 
ed a great number of them. 

5. Hut there was an Egyptian false })rophct that did 1110.10)^5 
more iniscliief than the fornier ; for he was a cheats and })rc' 
tended to be a prophet fil.so, and got together tl)irty thoiisant 
men ih.'it; were deluded by him ; these he led round about lioin 
the wilderness to the nioant wdiicli was called the Mount o* 

Oliv es, and was ready to break into Jerusalem by force from 1 
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place ; and if he could but once conquer the Roman garrison 
and the people, he intended to domineer over them by the assist- 
ance of llio.se guard.s of his that were to break into the city 
with him. But Felix ]n'evented his altein})!, and met him with 
his llomaii soldiers, while all the people assi.stcd him in his at- 
tack upon them, insomuch that, when it came to a battle, the 
Kgyptian ran away, with a few other.s, while the greatest part 
of those that w'ere witli him were eitlier dc.stroycd or taken 
alive; but tlie rest of the multitude were dispersed every one 
to their ow'ii homes, and there concealed themselves. 

(). Now, when these w^cre (piietcd, it happened, as it does in 
a diseased body, that another })art w as subject to an inllaimnation, 
for a company of deceivers and robbers got togctlicr, and per- 
suaded the Jews to revolt, and exliorted llicm to as.sert llieir lib- 
erty, inflicting death on tho.se that continued in obedience to 
the Homan government, and saying, that such as willingly chose 
slavery, ought to he l*orced from such their desired inclinations; 
ior they jiarted themselves into diilercnt bodies, and lay in wait 
up and down the country, and pliuidered the houses ot the great 
men, and slew the men themselves, and .set the villages on lire; 
and this till all Judea was filled with the clfccts of their mad- 
ness. And ihu.s the flame was every day more and more blown 
up, till it came to a direct war. 

7. There was also another disturbance at C'esarea, those Jews 
who wca’c mixed with the Syrians that lived there, rai.siiig a 
tumult against them. Jews pretended that the city was 

theirs, and said, that he who built it was a Jew, jiieaning king 
Henjd. The {Syrians confessed also that its builder was a Jew’, 
but they still said, how ever, that the city was a Grecian city ; 
for that lie who set u\) statues and temples in it could not design 
it lor Jews. On which account both parties had a cfJiitcst with 
one another; and this conte.st increased so iniieh, that it came 
at last to arms, and the bolder sort of them inarched out to fight; 
for the elders of the Jews were not able to put a stop to their 
ow'u people that were dispo.scd to be tumultuous, and the 
Greeks thought it a shame lor them to be overcome by the Jew s. 
Now these Jews exceeded the others in riches, and strength ot 
body ; but the Grecian ])art had the advantage of assistance from 
the soldiery ; for the greatest })art of the lloinaii garrison was 
rais(xl out of Syria, and being thus related to the {Syrian part, 
they weVe ready to assist it. However, the governors of the 
city were concerned to keep all quiet, and whenever they caught 
those that were most for fighting on either siile, they punishetl 
tlicm with strijies and banvis. Yet ilid not the siilVerings of 
those that were caught affright the reinainilcr, or make theiii 
tiesist; but they were still more and more exasperated, and deep 
VOL. III. * 4.1 
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engaged in the sedition. And as Felix came once into the iiiar^ 
keC jnace, and commanded the Jews, when they had beaten the 
Syrians, to go their ways, and threatened them if they would 
not ; and they would not obey him, he sent his soltliers out uj)on 
them, and slew a great many of them, upon which it fell out 
that what they hacl was plundered. And as the sedition still 
continued, he cliose out the most eminent men on both sides as 
ambassadors to Nero, to argue about their several privileges. 

CHAP. XIV. 

Festns succeeds FelLv^ wAo is succeeded hy Albinus^ as he is by 
Florus ; by the barbarity of his government^ forces the 

Jcxvs into the icar. 

§ 1. ]^Jow it was tliat Festiis succeeded Felix, as procuia- 

tor, and made it his business to correct those that made dis- 
turbances in the country. 8o he caught the greatest part of 
the robbers, and destroyed a great many of them. Ihit then 
Albiniis, who succeeded Festus, ditl not execute his ollice as the 
other had done; nor was there any sort of wickedness that could 
be named but he had a luuul in it. Accordingly, he did not 
only, in his political cai)acity, steal aiul plimder every one's suh- 
stance, nor did he only burilen the whole nation with taxes, but 
lie permitted the relations of such as were in j[>rison h:r robbeiy, 
and had been laid there, either by the senate ol every city, or l)y 
the former [)rocurators, to redeem them i’or money; and no- 
body remained in the prisons, as a malefactor, but he who gave 
him nothing. At this time it was, that the enterpri/es of the 
seditious at .Jerusalem, were very formidable : the priiici])al men 
among them purchasing leave ol Albiims to go oji with their 
seditious practices ; while that part oi the people who deliglited 
in disturbances joined themselves to such as had i’cllowship wuh 
Albinus: and eveiy one of those wicked wretches was encom- 
passed with Ills own band of robbers, while liimselii like an 
arch robber, or a tyrant, made a lignre among liis company and 
abused his authority over those about him, in order to ])h!i:(ki' 
those that lived (juietly. I’he ellcct (jf which was tin.., liml 
those who lost their goods were forced to hold their peace, wlma 
they bad reason to show great indignatiem at what they had Mil- 
lered, but those who Inut er.ca«)e(l, were forced to liatter Idiu 
that deserved to Ik* purdsned, <iUt of the 1; ar they vv ere m ^ 
suilering erpially with I lie others. tJie v.hoie, nohetlv 

dur.^t .s])cak their mind-', but tyranny v, as generally toleraUvi ; 
uiul at this time wore those seeds sown whicii bjuughl the eit) 
to destmciion. 
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2. And though such was the character of Arointis, yet did 
* Ciessius Florus, who succeeded him, demonstrate him to have 
been a most excellent person, upon tlie comparison ; for the ibr- 
mer did the greatest pai t of his rogueries in private, and with 
a sort ot dissimulation ; but Gessius did his unjust actions to 
the liarm of the nation alter a pompous manner : and as though 
lie had been sent as an executioner to punisli condemned male- 
factors, he omitted no sort of rapine or of vexation; where tlie 
case was really jiitiablo, he was most barbai'ous, and in tilings 
of tlie greatest turjiitiide he was most impudent. Nor could 
any one outdo liim in disguising tlie truth, nor could any one 
contrive more subtle ways of ileceit than he did. lie indeed 
thought it but a petty offence to get money out of single persons, 
so he sjioiled whole cities, and ruined entire bodies of men at 
once, and did almost publicly proclaim it all the country over; 
that they had liberty given them to turn robbers, upon this con- 
dition, that he might go shares with tlieni in the spoils they got. 
Accordingly, this his greediness of gain was the occasion that 
entire toparchies were brought to desolation, and a great many 
of the people left their own country, and fled into foreign pro- 
vinces. 

And truly, wliilc Ccstius Gallus was president of tlie pro- 
vince of Syria, nobody durst do so much as send an embassage to 
liim against Florus ; but when he was come to Jerusalem, up- 
on tlie approacli of the feast of unleavened bread, the people 
came about him not fewer in number than f three millions : 
these besought him to conmiiserate the calamities of their na- 
tion, and cried out upon Florus as the bane of tlieir country. 
But as lie was present, and stood by Ceslius, he laughed at their 
words. However Ceslius, when he had quieted the multitude, 
and had assured them, that he w ould take care that Florus should 
hereafter treat them in a more gentle maimer, returned to An- 
tioch : Florus also conducted him as far as Cesarea, and deluded 
him, though he had at that very time the purpose of showing 
his anger at tlie nation, and procuring a war upon them, by 

• Not longr afltT of Fionn, the wicktdeat of all the Koman procurators 

.ludea, aiul the imiuodiate oirasion of tlje JewiUi war, nt the 12ih year of Nero, 
and llic 17th of Agrijipa, or A. 1). (JH. the history in the twenty hook? of Josephui’ 
Antifjuit'es ends ; alftu)u;;h Josephus did not finish these hooks till the 1 3 iIj oi' iJoin- 
itian, or A. 1). ‘JS. twenty-seven yars alierward; ;k Ik* did r.ot tlieir Ap- 

pcikliv, eo’gftining an account of his own life, till Agrii)pa was dead, wliich happened 
in the third year of TrajaTi, or A. 1). 1(X'. as 1 have several times observed before. 

I Here we may note, that o,(»tX),(XX) of ihc Jews were ])re‘i'nt at the jiassover, A. D. 
C5, which eonlinns what Josephus elsewhere informs us rf, tliat at a pas?o\er a 
liMlc later, tljey ii)unted paschal lambs, wliich, at twelve to each lamb, 

'rljicli is no immoderate calculation, come to JScc U. VI. chap. t). sccu 8. 
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w'hich means alone it was that he supposed he might conceal his 
enormities ; for he expected that, if the peace continued, he 
should have the Jews for his accusers before Cussar ; but tliat 
if he could procure them to make a revolt, he should divert their 
laying lesser crimes to his charge, by a misery which was so 
much greater ; he therefore did every day augment their calam- 
ities, in order to induce them to a rebellion. 

4. Now at this time it happened, that the Grecians at Ccsa- 
rea had been too hard for the Jews, and had obtained of Nero 
the government of the city, and had brought the judicial deter- 
mination ; at the same time began the war, in the twelfth year 
of the reign of Nero and the seventeenth of the reign of Agrip- 
pa, in the month of Arteinisius [Jyar.] Now the occasion of this 
war was by no means proportionable to those heavy calamities 
which it brought upon us. For the Jews that dwelt at Cesarea 
liad a synagogue near tlie place, wdiose owner was a certain Ce- 
sarean Gieek; the Jews had endeavoured fre(|iicntly to have 
jiurchased the possession of the place, and had offered many times 
its value for its price ; but as the owner overlooked their of- 
fers, so did he raise other buildings upon the place, in way of 
aliront to them, and made working shops of them, and left them 
but a narrow passage, and such as was ver)^ troublesome for 
them to go along to their synagogue. Whereu]K)n the wann- 
er part of tlie Jewish youth went hastily to the workmen, and 
forbade them to build there : but as Floras would i\ot permit 
them to use force, the great men of (he Jews, w ith John the pub- 
hcan, being in the iitiiio>t iii.stress wluit to do, persuaded Florns, 
with the oiler of eight talents, to hinder the work, lie then, 
being intent ujion nothing but getting money, promised he would 
<io for them all tin y desired of him, and then wont away from 
Cesarea to Sebaste, and lelt the sedition to take its full coiir5.e, 
as if he had sold a license to the Jews to fight it out. 

5. Now on the next day, wiiich was the seventh day of the 
week, when the Jews were crowding a])ace to their synagogue, 
a ( orlain man of Cesarea of a seditious tem))er, got an earl lien 
vessel, and set it with the bottom u})war(l at the entrance ol‘ tliat 
synagogue, and sacrificed birds.’^ This thing })rovoked the 
.lews to an iiicurabli! dogiee, because their laws were affronted, 
iiid the place was polluted. ^\ hereupon the st)ber and moder- 
ate })art of the Jews thought it proper to have recourse to their 
governors again, while the s<‘ditious part, and such as were m 
tlie fervour of their youiii, wne velieinently inllanied to fight. 

• T.'ike lifiT Dr. Iliui^on's very | .5‘ i.eni uott. “ I’v tl»I^ action,” snys Ik*, “the 

kill'mij: (if. I omt ai: » ilie wtjo ri^, :i lipious |ho])1c‘ , 

“ ((or f'i.'it wa. to bo iv l\ie l.nv in Jhr cKm’ wn-j^ of a It por. J.c'if- 

“ It is a^o tiial iIjv Ot ruiiv-* the JcW'. stihjtrt tn tlie 

“ anti i,<l that tin y wen. driven out til' I'-XJpl cm llial account, '1 liis, llol ODI 

'* nett per )ori. ^fr. U.* l.u.d, sojige .U<i b tin*.” 
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Tlie seditious also among the [Gentiles of] Cesarca stood ready 
for the same purpose ; (for they had by agreement, sent the 
jiHin to sacrifice beforehand, as ready to support him :) so tliat 
it soon came to blows. Hereupon Jiicundus, the master of the 
liorse, who was ordered to prevent the fight, came thither, and 
took away the earthen vessel, and endeavoured to put a stop to 
the sedition ; but when he was overcome by the violence of the 
people of Cesarea, the Jews caught up their books of the law', 
and retired to Narbata, which w^as a place to them belonging, 
distant from Ccsarca sixty furlongs. But John, and twelve of 
tlic princij)al men with him, went to Floriis, to {Sebaste, and made 
a lamentable complaint of their case, and besought him to help 
them ; and with all possible decency j)ut him in mind of the 
eight talents they had given him ; but he had the men seized 
upon, and put in prison, and accused them for carrying the 
hooks of the law out of Ccsarca. 

6. Moreover, as to the citizens of Jerusalem, although they took 
this matter very ill, yet did they restrain their passion; but Florus 
acted herein as if he had been hired, and blew u}) the war into a 
flame, andsent soinetotake seventeen talents out of the sacred trea- 
sure, and pretended that Caesar w anted them. At this the people 
wore in coti fusion i mined lately, and ran together to the temple, 
with prodigious ehunours, and called upon Chesar by name, and 
besought him to free them from the tyranny of Florus. Some 
also of the .seditious cried out upon Florus, and cast the great- 
est reproaches upon liim, ami carried a basket about and begged 
some s])ills of niojiey for him, as for one that was destitute of 
posse.'ssioiis, and in a miserable condition. Yet was not he made 
ashamed hereby of liis love of money, but w as moi*e enraged, 
and provukcnl to get still more ; and instead of coining to Ce- 
barea . as lie ought to have done, and (juenching the flame of war 
which was bcgiuniug thence, ami .so taking away the occasion of 
any distiirbauces, on which account it was that ho had received 
a reward [of eight talcails,] he marched hastily with an army 
».r h(u -eiuen and ft)otnieu against J(M’usaleni, that ho might gain 
liis will by the arms of the Uoinans, and might by his terror, 
and by his ihrealenings, bring the city into snbjection. 

7. Ihit tiui pe*o|)le w ere desii ons of making Florus ashamed of 
Ills rllempl, and met his soldiers with acclamations, and put 
llieinselvcs in oi ilei’ to receive him very .siibmissivelv. But he sent 
Fapito, a centurion, beluia hand, with filly soldiers, to hid tliem 
p> back, ami not now maki! a .«^how of reieivnig him ill an 
'’bilging manner, whom they had so fomlly la proachcd before ; 
laul said, that it was inenmlwnt on tlu ni, in ea>e ibev bad ge- 
\'croi;s .souls, and wiTe free speak(‘rs, io jest iqnin him to his 

and jippear to lovers of llbin ty, not only in words, but 

llu.h* weapons also. W’i.h lui;:. message, was the multitude 
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amazed, and upon the coining of Capitols horsemen into the 
midst of them, they were dispersed before they could salute Flo. 
rus, or manifest their submissive behaviour to liiin, Accorck 
ingly, they retired to llicir own houses, and spent that night in 
fear and confusion of face. 

8. Now at this time Floras took up liis quarters at the pa, 
lace; and on the next day he had his tribunal set before it, aiul 

sat upon it, when the high priests, and the men of power, and 

those of the greatest eminence in the city, came all before tliat 
tribunal : upon which Floras commanded them to deliver np 
to him those that had reproached him, and told them that lliey 
should themselves j^artake of the vengeance to them belonging^, 
if they did not produce the criminals; but these demonstrated 
that the })eopIc were ])eaceably disposed, and they begged for, 
giveness for those that had spoken amiss ; for that it was no 
wonder at all tliat in so great a multitude there should be some 
more daring tlian they ought to be, and by reason of their yonn^r, 
er age foolish also; and that it w^as impossible to distinguish those 
that ofl'ended from the rest, while every one was sorry for what 
he had done, and denied it out of fear of what would follow; 
that he ought, liowever, to provide for the peace of the nation, 
and to take such counsels as might preserve the city for the 
Romans, and rather for the sake of a great number of innocent 
people, to forgive a few that w'cre guilty, than for the sake of a 
few' of the w icked, to put so large and good a body ol incn into 
disorder. 

9. Floras was more provoked at this, and called out aloud to 
tlie soldiers to plunder that which was called The Upper Mar- 
ket Placr^ and to slay such as they met with. So the soldiei'. 
takinjr this exhortation of their commander in a sense afjrecablo 
to their desire of gain, did not oidy ))liindor the j)lace they wtio 
sent to, but forcing themselves into ev(n*y house, they slew its 
iiihabiUiits ; so the citizens fled along tlie narrow' lanes, and llie 
sokliers slew' those that they caught, and no method of plunder 
was omitted ; they also caught many (?f the (jiiiet j>eople, and 
brought them before Floras, whom he first chastised w ith stripes, 
and llieii crucified. Accordingly, the whole number of tbose 
that were destroyed that day, with their wives and childrcn5 
(for they ditl not spare evt’ii the infants tluunselves,) was about 
tiiree tliousand and six hundred. And w hat made this calaini- 
ty the heavier, was this new' method of Roman barbarity: for 
Floriis ventured then to do what no oi'.e had doiu^ before, that 
is, to have men of the * equestrian order w hi])ped aiul nailed to 

• Here wc liavc c-va'iiplts nf n wlio were of the equestrian on|u 

t1)'* Ilninans, a;-! -o /.ever to i'ci-n uliipped of eriHitieO 

the Koiuau Ians, aliuoit tiie l:ke ta.'X* in 8t. I’aiil hiini'en, ^ 

*i)i. IJ.v— L'li. 
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llic cross bclorc Ins Irlbuiiul ; who aUhough they were by birth 
Jews, yet were they of Roman dignity notwithstanding. 

CHAP. XV. 

(f 

Concernmg Bernice^ $ 'petition to Floms^ to spare the Jews, hut 
in vain^ as also how^ after the seditious jiame xms quenched^ 
it *Wfis Jcindled again hij Florus. 

j 1. ^BOUT tills very time king Agrippa was going to Alex- 
andria, to congralnlatc Alexander upon ins having obtained the 
<rovcrnment ot Egy})l IVoin Nero; but a.s his sister Bernice was 
come to Jerusalein, and saw the wicketl practices of the soldiers, 
slio was .sorely allected at it, and iie(|ne]itly sent the masters of 
her hor.se, and her gnard.s, to Florins, and begged of him to 
le,‘avc oir these slaughters ; but he would not comply with her 
request, nor have any regard either to the multitude of those 
iilready slain, or to the nobility of luu- that interceded, but only 
to the advantage he should make by this pluiulering; nay, this 
violence of the soldiers broke out to such a degree of inadnc.s.s, 
(hat it spciit itscll on the (pieeii herself, lor they did not only 
lorincnt aiul destroy those whom they had caiiglit under her 
very eye'<, but indeed had kilhal herself also, unless she had 
pjtvciilcd them by Hying to the palace, and had stayed there all 
iii^ht \\ith her guards, which she had about her lor fear of an 
iipuit Iroin the soldiers. Now she dwelt then at Jerusalem, 
ill order to [lerforin a " vow which she luul matle to God ; for 


• Tills VO'.*. v>ljicli niriiicc (here ami elsewhere called queen, not only .as 
(l.ai'^liter ami sisti-r to two Aj^ri|)j>a the Gre.it, ami junior, l>ut 

tlic* widow of Hi roil kin^ of t'haleis) came now' to acconipli^li at .lernsali'ui, was 
not tli.it ot n Nazarite, hut such a one as religious Jews usevl 10 make n\ hopes 

ef any I'ranei' fVoin ;i ilisiase, or other daiij^er, as Jo ephns here intiniales. 

Ih.wcvtr. these thirty il.ivs’ ahoJe at Jc rn-.alein, for fastim^ ami prep.ua'ion 
the ohlalion of a proper sacntlee, seems to lie too lonj^, unless it were 
'•'lially \oUntiary in this j^real huly. It «*> not retjniveil in the l.iw of Moses re- 
Intiiijr to Na/arites, Nnmh. \i. ;nul is very illli'ereiit iVoin .St. I’anl’s time i'or such 
lacp.imiion, which was hut one d.iy. Acts x\i. ‘Jti. we want already tlio 

mnliniiation of the Antiipiiiies to allonl ns liidit here, ns they Jiave hitherto 
ilone. on so many oec.isions eUewhcre, l\*iha; s in th.is ai;e the tr.ulitions of tiie 
I'lnirlsees h.id ohli|'evl the Jews \o this d- j»ree ot* iljiionr, not only as to thi'^e 
'I'irty n.ivs’ preparation, hut .Vi ti* tlie p;oin]^ h-aretoot all lli.it lime, v. lia h heie 
Ikriiice -uhmitte 1 to aNo. Kor we know th.it Goil’s and onr S:i\!onr's yoke 
1' iisii iliy easy, and li;s h.nrden co:rp.irati\ely h'.d‘t, in sneli positive injnm'tions, 
•hh'it, xi. ,j|(| Uie M’lilH'i amt I’haiisei's sonu'liines “ hind upon men licavy 

l''iiiK'ns, aiid juii'Voiis to he home,” t\i u when “ they themselves would not 

''•Mrli lluMu with one of their Imp; r-',” Mat. wiii. -J. I.nke xi. -hk However, 
ucll ohseive-. Ue 1 ! 1 1 No. !i'i, -IH. ll;at .hosuial, in his sixth saltire, 
to th.s ii'inarkahle pi i.:mee <it" • I ’.!-".i«Mi lius I les mce to .1 ew ish ilisci- 

Jbul iests upon her tor it, as tl.) T’.-'c'H's. Dut, . and .''exins Anr.hus 

I, .j., Yxa,'ll known a.t Keu.'.e, touL 
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it is usual wltli those that had been either afflicted witli a dis. 
temper, or with any other distresses, to make vows ; and 
thirty days before they are to oiler their sacrilices, to abstjiin 
Ironi wine, and to shave tlie hair of their head. Which tliin^^ 
Bernice was now performing, and stootl barefoot before 
tribunal, and besouglit him [to spare the Jews.] Yet could she 
neither have any reverence j)aid to her, nor could she escape 
without some danger of being slain lierself. 

2. This happened ii})on the sixteenth ilay of the month Arie, 
misius, [Jyar.] Now on the next^day, tlie multitude wlio vvliv 
in a great agony, ran together to the upper market-])lace, and 
made the loudest lamentations for those that had perished; and 
the greatest })art of the cries were such as rcllected on Fiorns- 
at which the men of power were alfrighted, together witii the 
high priesis, and rent their gariiients, aiul 1‘ell down before each 
of them, and hesenight them to leave otli and not to provoke 
Florus to some incurable procedure, besides what tlujy had al- 
ready siiliered. Accordingly, the multitude complied iinnit- 
diatel v, out of reverence to those that had desired it of thini, 
and out of the hope they had that Florus would do tlieui no 
more iiijuries, 

3. iSo Florus was troubled tliat the disturbances were over, 
and endeavoured to kindle that llame again, and sent for thcliinli 
priests, witli the other eminent persons, ami said, Tlui onl)’ di- 
monstration that the people would iiol make: any other innova- 
tions sliould be this, that they must go out and meet the 
that were ascending IVom Cesarea, whence tuo coliorls wuv 
coining; and while these men were exlunting the iiuillitutle 
to do, he sent belorehaiid, and gave directions to the ceiituriei ' 
of the cohorts, that they should give notice to those that were 
under them, not to return the Jews’ salutations, and tliat if tla v 
made any reply to his disadvantage, they shoidd make use oi 
their weapons. Now the high priests assemliled tlie luultiliiilc 
in the temple, and desired them to go and meet the Koiuans iiiid 
to salute the cohorts very civilly, before their miserable c:!^c 
sliould become incurable. Now the sediliems part wuiilil not 
comply with tliese persuasions, but the consideiation ol llio'>c 
that had been destroyed made iluan incline to those that wdv 
the boldest for action, 

4. At this time it was that every priest, and every servant of 
God, brought out tlie l:ol> ve>sels, and ilie ornamental ganiients> 
wherein tla*y used to miiiisu-r in saen d things. 'J'he iiarpoi'^j 
also, and the lingers of hjmns, came out with their instriinieiib 
ol imisie, and feli down ’^. lore the; multitude, and begged ot 

(fu iii that they \vould jircsei v<^ those holy ornaments to thciHj 

and not pi c. yoke Uic Uoinans to carry oil’ those siicrcd treasiue^* 
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You might also see then the high priests tliemselves, with dust 
sprinkled in great plenty upon their heads, with bosoms depriv- 
ed of any covering, but what was rent; these besought every 
one of the eminent men by name, and the multitude in com- 
mon, that they would not lor a small offence betray their coun- 
try to those that were desirous to have it laid waste; saying. 
What benefit will it bring to the soldiers to have a saluta- 
« tion from the Jews ? or what amendment of your afliiirs will 
<< it bring you, if you do not now go out to meet them ? and 
that if they saluted them civilly, all handle would be cut oft* 
<< from Floras to begin a war; that they should thereby gain 
‘‘ their country, and freedom from all 1‘arther siifterings ; and 
that, besides, it would be a sign of groat want of command of 
themselves, if they slioiild yield to a few seditious persons, 
while it was fitter for them, who were so great a people, to 
Ibrce tlie others to act soberly.” 

5. liy these j)ersuasions, wliich they used to tlie iiuiltitude, 
and to the seditious, they restrained some by threatenings, and 
others by the reverenee that was paid them. After tliis they 
led them out, and they met the soldiers (juietly, and after 
a c()inj)osed manner, and when tliey were come up with them, 
tliey saluted them, but when they mtide no answer, the se- 
ditions exclaimed against Florus, which was the signal given 
for falling upon them. The soldiers therefore encompassed 
them presently, and struck them with their clubs, and as 
ihev lied away, the horsemen trampled them down, so that a 
meat many fell down dead by the strokes of the Romans, and 
iiion* hv their own violence in erushing one aiiollier. Now 
thrr(' was a terrible crowding* about the gates, and while every 
l)(alv was making haste to get before another, the Ihght of them 
all was retarded, and a terrible destruction there was among 
thosi* that fell tlown, for they were siillocatcd, and broken to 
})iec:( s bv the innltitucle of those that were uppermost ; nor could 
any of them be distinguished by his relations in order to tlie 
care (jf his funeral ; the sokiiers also who beat tlicm, fell iij)on 
those whom tliey overlook, wiiliout showing them any mercy, 
and thrust the multitude through the place called * Rezetha, as 

* I t.'ikt* ihi* Uc/ctlia to Ik* l!»Mf liill aJjoininfr lo tlic noitli side of t!i? tcr». 

plo, wiuK’oii wjus tin* lio^pital itli livt* p.uticos or cloislcrs, nod liLiualli vvhitlj was 
1lu‘ Uu>(‘|) of o liii I» an angel or at a co ta n season 

(K^scended, niul wlieu* lie or tliev, were llio *' tii>t ])ut into llu* pool, ’ were cured, 
Joiin V. I, t'^e. 'ilnssitn i'' t ijezetluL in .Jo eplins, on tlie north sioe ot ilie 
Uanple, and r.oi tar t ii* U e U.wi Antonia, evactly agieo to tlie p’uice of the same 
pool at this day. Only il.e imu nii:.: rloisteis ;ne hot this e. See IManiuhel, pace 
h)G. 1 he entire hiiihiiiiLXs . to l ave l-een tailed the .V, a* C'tl;/. arid this pait, 
'vhrri* was tlie hospital, peculiarly Dezeiha or Ik-the-da. K>ce chap. xix. sect, 4. 
Vt)l.I|j. yi 
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they forced their way in order to get in and seize upon the 
tjmple, and the tower Antonia. Florus also being desirous to 
get those places into his possession, brought such us were with 
him out of the king’s palace, and would have compelled them tt) 
get as far as the citadel [Antonia;] but his attempt failed, for 
the people immediately turned back upon him, and stopped the 
violence of his attempt, and as they stood upon the tops of their 
houses, tliey threw their darts at the Romans, who, as they 
were sorely galled tliereby? because tliosc weapons came from 
above, and they were not able to make a ])assagc through the 
multitude, which stopped up the narrow passages, they retired 
to the camp wdiich was at the palace. 

6. Blit for tlie seditions, tluw were afraid lest Florus should 
come again, and get possession of the temple, through Antonia ; 
so they" got immediately upon those cloisters of the temple that 
joined to Antonia, and cut llicm down. This cooled the ava< 
rice of Florus, for whereas he was eager to obtain the troasuns- 
of God [in the temple,] and on that account was desirons of get- 
ting into Antonia, as soon as the cloisters were broken down, 
he left off his attempt; he then sent for the high priests and the 
sanhedrim, and told them that he was indeed hiinstilf going out 
of the city', but that he would leave them as large a garrison a«, 
they should desire : licreu})on they jn-omised that tlu.y would 
make no innovations, in case he would leave tlnan one l)and ; 
but not that which liad fought with the Jews, because the mul- 
titude bore ill will against that band on account of vsluit llicv 
had suffered from it; so he changed the band as they desired, 
and, w'ith the rest of his forces, returned to Cesarea. 

CHAP. xvf. 

Ceslhis scJid^ Xcopolitanus the tribune to sre inxihat condition thr 
affairs of the Jens nerr, J^rippa makes a speech to the juD- 
pie of the Jens, that he nun/ divert them from their intentions (j 
making nar nith the Homans- 

5 1, IIowEVEH, Florus contrived another way to oblige tin? 

Jews to begin the war, and sent to CVstius, and aci iised the Jews 
falsely of revcdtiiig [from the Roman government,] and imputed 
the beginning of the l(>nner fight to them, and jireti tided tluy 
had been the auliiors ( I th:a disturbance, wlierein they were 
only the sufli rers. Ytrt were noi the governors ol Jei iisaK ni 
silent upon liiis occasion, biii. ditl themselves write to C’c^taiS 
as (lid Ifernice also, about ti. ■ illegal practices oi* which ]doniv'> 
bad been guilty agaiitst the city , \^ho, ujton rciuling 
counts, consulted witii his captains [what be should do-J *'•**'' 



Chap. XVL 


M^AIIS OF THE JEWS. 


401 


some of them thought it best for Cestius to go up with liis army, 
either to punish the revolt, if it was real, or to settle the Roman 
affairs on a surer ibuiulation, if the Jews continued quiet under 
them ; but he thought it best liimself to send one of his intimate 
friends beloreliand, to see the state of affairs, and to give him 
a faiiiilul account of the intention of the Jews. Accordingly he 
sent one of his tribunes, whose name was Neo})olitanus, who 
met wilh king Agrippa, as he was returning from Alexandria 
iit Jamnia, and told him who it was that sent him, and on what 
errand he was sent. 

‘i. And here it was that the high priests, and men of pow’er 
uinoiig the Jews, as well as the sanhedrim, came to congratulate 
the king [ujk)ii his safe return,'] and after they had paid him 
their respects, they lamented their owm calamities, and related 
to him what barbarous treatment tlicy had met with from 
Florus. At w hich barbarity Agri})pa had great indignation, 
but transferred, after a subtle manner, liis anger towards those 
Jews whom he really pitied, that he might beat down tlieir high 
thoughts of themselves, and would liave them believe that they 
had not been so unjustly treated, in order to dissuade them from 
avenging themselves. 8o these great men, as of better imder- 
sttuuling than the rest, and desirous of peace, because of the pos- 
sessions they had, understood that this rebuke which the king 
gave them was intended for their good ; but, as to the people, 
tlu'v came sixty lurlongs out of Jerusalem, and congratulated 
both Agrippa and Xeo})oliiamis ; but the wises of those that 
had b< en slain, came miming first of all and lamenting. The 
peojile a'so, when they l.iard their moinning, fell into lamenta- 
liou^ also, and hesonght Agrip}vi to assist them: they also cried 
out lo Xeopolitanns, and coiujilaiiied ol'the many miseries they 
had ( iidiiretl under J’doi ns, ;.nd they showed them, when they 
wi R come into the city, liow the market-place was made deso- 
late, and the houses ]>lr.ndei eil. 'I'hey then persuaded Neopoli- 
taiuis, hv the means of Agrijipa, that lie would walk round 
tile eitv,*^with one only servant, as far as Siioain, tliat he might 
iaionn himself that the Jew s siilunittnl to all the rest of the Ro- 
laaiis. and were ludy di-sjileasc d at Fh-m^, by reason of his ex- 
ceeding barbarity to them, ^'o lie walked round, and had suf- 
licii^iit expel ieiice of tlie good teni})er the }i(K)plc were in, and 
then weld nj) to the tein|)le, where he ealleil the nudlitude to- 
getlier, and lilghlv connneiuhal ihoin lor their fidelity to the Ro- 
i'iaiis, and earne stly exhortrd llam lo keep llie peace, and hav- 
]H rlornied such parts (d ilivine worship at the temple as he 
Was allowed lo do, he n tinned te) C’eslius. 

3. Ihit as for the multitude c f the Jews, they aeldrcsscd thcin- 
ves U) the king, and to the higb priests, and desired they might 
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have leave to send ambassadors to Nero against Floriis, and not 
by their silence afford a suspicion that they had been the occa* 
sions of such great slaughter, as had been made, and were dis- 
posed to revolt, alleging, that they should seem to have been the 
first beginners of the war, if they did not prevent the report by 
showing who it w\as that began it ; and it appeared openly that 
they would not be (jiiiet, if any body should hinder them from 
sending such an embassage. But Agrippii, although he thought 
it too dangerous a thing for them to appoint men to go as the 
accusers of Florus, yet did he not think it fit for him to over- 
look tlicm as they were in a disposition for war. He therefore 
called the inuUitude together into a large gallery, and placed 
his sister Bernice in the house of the Asanioneans, that she might 
be seen by them, (which house was over the gallery, at the pas- 
sage to the upper city, where the bridge joined the temple to 
the gallery,) and spoke to them as follows. 

4. * Had I ))ercclvcd that you were all zealously disposed 
‘ to go to \Vi\Y with the Romans, and that the purer and more 
sincere part of the people did not purpose to live in peace, 1 
‘‘ had not come out to you, nor been so bold as to give you 
counsel; for all discourses that tend to persuade men to do 
“ what they ought to do is superfluous, wlicn the hearers arc 
agreed to do the contrary. But because some are earnest to 
go to war, because they arc young, and w ithoiit experience of 
the miseries it brings, and because some are for it, out of an 


• In this speech of king A^ippa we have an auihentic account of the extent 
and strcngtfi of the Uojnan cMiipire wlien the Jcwislj war hegan. And tin’s speech, 
\\itli other circumstances in Josephus, demonstrate how wise, and how great a per- 
son Airrippa was, and why Josephus elsewhere calls him, a “ nuK 

wonderful” or “ admirable man,” Contr. Ap. J. 9. lie is the ^ame Agrippa wIjo 
said to I’aul, “Almost thou persuadest me to be a Miri^lian,” Acts xxvi. L’S. ami 
of whom St. Paul said, “ He w as expert in all tlic custrmis and (jiiestions of the 
“ Jews,” ver. 3. See another intimation of the limits of the same Homan empire, 
Of the War, H. Ill, c!». v. seel. 7. vol. III. 15ut what seems to me very remark- 
able bere is this, that when Josephus, in imitation of the 0 reeks and Humans, for 
whose use lie wrote his Aniiquitics, did himself frequently campoNC the speeches 
which he put into iheir mouth ; they appear, by the polileuess of tlieir compesition, 
and llieir flights of oratory, to be nut the real speeches of the persons concerned, who 
usually w ere no orators, but of bis own elegant composure : the sj^ecch btfore ns is 
of anollnT nature full of uTidenia!)lc facts and composed in a plain and unartful, 
but moving way ; so it apj^enrs to be king Agrippa’s own speech, and to have been 
given Josephus by Agrijjpa himself, with whom Josephus had the grea’est friendship. 
Nor may we omit Agrij>pa’s constant doctrine litre, tliat this vast Homan cnijure 
was raised and sujiported by divine providence, and that tlierefore it was in vain Irr ' 
the Jews, or any others, to tliirk of destroying it. Nor may we neglect to take 
notice of A grip. pa’s solemn appeal to the angels here used ; the like appeals to which 
we have in St, Paul, I 'I'ini. v. a»H! Iry tlie apostles, in general, in the fotw 
the ordination of Hishops, Constitut A post. VHI. 
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unreasonable expectation of regaining their liberty, and be- 
cause others hope to get by it, and are therefore earnestly 
bent upon it, that in the confusion of your affairs they may 
gain what belongs to those that are too weak to resist them, 

1 have thought proper to get you all together, and to say to 
you what I think to be for your advantage ; that so the for- 
nier may grow wiser, and change their minds, and that the 
‘‘ best men may come to no harm by the ill conduct of some 
“ others. And let not any one be tumultuous against me, in 
case what they hear me say do not please tliern ; for as to 
those that admit of no cure, but are resolved upon a revolt, 

“ it will still be in their power to retain the same sentiments af- 
ter my exhortation is over ; but still my discourse will fall to 
the ground, even with relation to those that have a mind 
to hear me, unless you will all keep silence. I am well aware 
“ that they make a tragical exclamation concerning the inju- 
‘‘ rics that have been olfered you by your procurators, and con- 
“ cerning the glorious advantages of liberty ; but before 1 begin 
the iiK|uiry, who are you that must go to war ? and who they 
are against whom you must light? 1 shall first separate those 
“ pretences that are by some connected together ; for if you 
‘‘ aim at avenging yourselves on those that have done you in- 
“ jury, why do you pretend this to be a war for recovering 
‘‘ your liberty ? but if you think all servitude intolerable, to 
what purpose serve your complaints against yoiii* particular 
“ governors ? for if they treated you with moderation, it would 
“ still l»e equally an unworthy thing to be in servitude. Con- 
sider iiow the several cases that may be supposed, liow little oc- 
‘‘ casion there is for your going to war. Your first occasion is the 
“ accusations you have to make against your procurators : now 
here you ought to be submissive to those in authority, and 
not give iheni any provocation ; but when you reproach men 
greatly for small offences, you excite those whom you re- 
])roacli to be your adversaries ; for this will only make them 
“ leave off hurting you privately, aiul with some degree of mo- 
clesty, and to lay wlial you have waste o])cnly. Kow no- 
thing so much damps the force of strokes as bearing them 
“ with patience ; and the (juietness of those who are injured di- 
verts the injurious persons from afflicting. But let us take 
“ it for gvanted, that the Roman ministers are injurious to you, 
“ and are incurably severe; yet are they not at all the Romans 
who thus injure you ; nor hadi Cmsar, against whom you 
“ are going to make war, injured you ; it is not by tlieir com- 
“ niaiul that any wieked governor is s(‘nt to you ; for they who 
‘‘ arc in the west cannot see these that are in the east; nor in- 
h it easy for them there, even to hear what is done in 
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those parts. Now It is absurd to make war with a great many 
for the sake of one ; to do so with such mighty people, for 
“ a small cause : and this when these j)cople are not able to 
know of what you complain ; nay, such crimes as we coin- 
plain of may soon be corrected, f<.)r the same })rocurator will 
not continue for ever; and probable it is, that the successors 
will come with more moderate inclinations. But as for war, 
if it be once begun, it is not easily laid ilown again, nor borne 
without calamities coming therewith. However, as to the 
desire of recovering your liberty, it is unseasonable to indulge 
it so late; whereas you ought to have laboured earnestly in 
old time that you might never have lost it; for the first ex- 
})eiieiiee of slavery was haril to be eiulnred, and the struggle 
that you might never liave been subject to it would have been 
just; but tliat slave who hath been once brought into subjee- 
‘‘ tion, and then runs away, is rather a reliaetory slave than a 
‘‘ lover of liberty, for it was then the proper time i’or doing all 
tliat was possible, that you might never have admitted llie 
lloinans [i^to your city,] when Fompey came iirst into the 
country. But so it was, that so our ancestors and their kiiiox, 
‘‘ w’ho were in niueh better circumstances than we are, belli as 
‘‘to money and [strong] bodies, aiul [valiant ] souls, clitl not 
“ bear the onset of a small body t>f the Roman iirmy. And vlI 
“ you who have not acciistoineil yourselves to obedience from 
one generation to another, and w ho are so much iiderior lo 
“ those wlio lirj>t submiltet), in ytmr cireimisiaiK'es, will veiitiiif 
“to oppose the entire empire of the Romnns; while iIhm; 
“ Athenians, who, in oitler to preserve tlie liberty ot Cneeto. 
“ did once set (lie to lluir own city, who puisueil Xerxes, 
“ that proud prince, when be sailed u])i>n the land, ami walkrd 
“ upon llie sea, and could not be containul by the: seas, bin 
“ eonducteil such an virmy as was too broad fiU' Kiir(»|)e, and 
“ made bim run away like a I'ugitive in a single ship, and broke 
“ so great a jiart id’ Asia, at the leaser »Salamis, are yet at tlii> 
‘•time servants to the Roman.'> ; and those injnnelioiis vvliiik 
“ are sent from Italy, lieeomc laws to the principal governing 
citv of Cireece. 'Ibo.'C Lacedemonians al.-o, wlio ge»t the 
“ great victories al "i’iiermopyhi and IMatea, and bad Ag‘silans 
“ j (i)r their king,] and aiehcil every (‘oriier oi’Asia, are eoii- 
“ tciiU d toaebnit llie san t li i i!". d Iiese Alacciloiiians alsOj 'dio 
“still faiuy wbal gri it im i ibeir Fbilip and Alexander were, 
“ and see I oat the lain r had pioinistd them the empire ovei 
the world, these bear s< ereat a ebange, and pay their 
“ dii lice to tlio^e vvlioni iojinne hath advanci il in their 
“Moreover, tui thousand other nations there are, who Inn 
“ great i- leasoii than we to claim their entire liberty, 
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« do submit. Yo\i are the only people who think it a disgrace 
to be servants to those to wliom all the world liath submitted. 

«« What sort of an army do you rely on? What are the arms 
you depend on ? Where is your fleet, that may seize upon 
the Roman seas, and where are those treasures which may 
be sufficient Ibr your undertakings ? Do you suj^pose, I pray 
you, that you are to make war with the Egyptians, and with 
the Arabians? Will you not carefully reflect upon the Ro- 
man empire i Will you not eslimale your own weakness ? 
<< Hath not your army been often beaten even by your neigh- 
bouring nations ? while the power of the Romans is inviiici- 
«« ble in all parts of the habitable earth ; nay rather, they seek 
for somewhat still beyond that, lor all Euphrates is not a sufli- 
cient bouiulary lor them on the east side, nor the Danube on 
the north, and for tlieir southern limit, Libya hath been search- 
ed over by them, as far as countries uninhabited, as is Cadiz 
“ their limit on tlu‘ we^t ; nay, indec'd, they have sought for an- 
other habitable earth, beyond the ocean, and liave carried 
“ tlu'ir arms ns far as such Ib itish islands as were never known 
‘‘ bel’ore. W hat tiu refore do you pretend to ? Are you richer 
“ than tlie (lauls, stronger than the Germans, \\iser than the 
‘‘ Greeks, more numerous than all men upon the habitable 
“ earth ? What conlidence is it that elevates you to oppose the 
Romans ? Pta haps it will be said, it is hard to endure slav- 
cry. Yes, but how much harder is this to the Greeks, who 
were (’steemed the nol)lest (»f all peo])le under the sun. 'Phese, 
thougli they inhabit in a large country, are in subjection to 
six bin .lies of Roman rods ? It is the >ame case w ith the jNIa- 
cedonians, who have juster reason to claim their liberty than 
you have. Wiiat is the case of five hundred cities of Asia ? 
ilo tliey not submit to a single governor, and to the consular 
‘•bundle of rods? What need I speak of the Heniochi, and 
‘‘ Cholchi, and the nation of 'Taui i, those that inhabit the Bos- 
“ phorus, aiul the nations about Pontus, and ^leolis, who for- 
‘‘ merly knew not so much as a lord of their own, but are now 
“ subject to threi^ thousand armed men, and where forty long 
“ ships k(‘pt the siw in jieace, which before was not navigable, 
“and very temjX'stnous '? 1 low strong a ))lea mav Bitlivnia, 
“ and (’appadocia, and the p<'op!e t)f Pam])hylia, the Eyclans, 
and Cilk ians, put in for lihtu ty ? But they are made trihii- 
“ tary without an ai’iny. hat are the eircinnstanci‘s of the 
“ J'hracians ? \> hose eonntrv extends in hread.th live davs' jour- 
ney, and in length seven, and is of a mneh nu>re harsli consti- 
‘Million, juid miieh more defensible than vom’s, and bv the ri- 
"onr ot its cold snllicieiit to keep otf armies frt>m attacking 
‘them; (lu not they ‘*iil>nut t<» tv. o thousand men of the Ro- 
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** man garrisons ? Are not the Illyrians, who inhabit the coun. 
try adjoining, as far as Dalmatia and the Danube, governed 
by barely two legions ! by which also they put a stop to iht; 
incursions of the Dacians. And for the Dalmatians, who 
have made such frequent insurrections in order to regain thtir 
liberty, and who could never bei’ore be so tlu^roiighly sub- 
dued, but that tliey always gathered their Ibrces together 
again, and revolted, yet are they now very quiet under one Uo, 
man legion. ^loreover, if great advantages juight provoke 
any people to revolt, the Ganls might do it best of all, as beiiio 
so tlioroughly walled round by nature. On the east side by the 
Alps, on the north by the river Rhine, on the south by the Pv. 
renean mountains, and on the west by the ocean. Now altliouiih 
these Gauls liave such obstacles before them to prevent aiiv at- 
tack upon them, and have no fewer than three hundred and 
five nations among them, nay have, as one may say, the loim- 
tains of domestic happiness within tlieinselves, and send out 
plentiful streams of hap})iness over almost the w hole world, 
these bear to be tributary to the Romans, and derive tlu ii 
prosperous condition from them; and tluw undergo this, net 
because they are of effeminate minds, or because they arc ot' 
an ignoble stock, as having borne a war of eighty years, in 
order to preserve their liberty : but by reason of the greiit 
regard they have to the }Knverof the lU)mans, and their good 
fortune^, which is of greater i flicacy than their arms, 'l liese 
(Taiils, therefore, are Kept in servitude by twelve liuiulred sol- 
‘‘ diers, which are liartlly so many as are their cities; nor lutili 
the gold dug out of the mines of Spain been sullieieiit lor the 
support of u war to jne^erve tlieir liberty, nm' ctndd tlitir 
vast tiisraiice from the Romans by land and l)y sea do it; Ji< r 
could the martial tribes of the Lu^itanians and Spanianls 
escape; no more could the ocian, with its tide, whieh yet win 
terriblcf to the ancient inhabitant^. Nay, the Romans liavc 
extended tlieir arms bevoiul the jdllai s of Hercules, and luiv<' 
walked among the elt)iuh, iqum the Ryreiieaii inountains, and 
‘‘ have subdued these natitun;. Anil one Kgioii is a sullicirJit 
guard lor these people, although tliey were so hard to be cou- 
quered, c'md at. a di>tan<.e so remote from Rome. 
tliere among you who liaih not heaid of the great mmdxr of 
‘Mhe G< rinans ? Yon have, to be sure, jaitn^elves Men tlitia 
to be strong and tali, aiul that iVeijinaitly, since the Roiiiaiis 
have tiu 111 among iheii* laplivts, every where: vet 
Germans who dwell in immense country, who liave 
‘^ greater tl.an their bodies, and a soul that despi-Mith dcat i, 

‘‘ and who arc in inge more fierce than wild beasts, have t e 
Rhine fi»i the boundary of (heir < nterpriscs, and arc* tani'‘ 
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by eight lloman legions. Such of them as were taken cap- 
tive became their servants ; and the rest of the entire nation 
were obliged to save themselves by flight. Do you also, who 
** depend on the walls of Jerusalem, consider what a wall the 
Britons had ; for the Romans sailed away to them, and sub- 
<< dued them while they were encompassed by the ocean, and in- 
habited an island that is not less than the [continent of this] 

‘‘ habitable earth ; and four legions are a suflicient guard to so 
large an island. And vvliy should 1 speak much more about 
this matter? while the Parthians, that most warlike body of 
men, and lords of so many nations, and encompassed with such 
‘‘ mighty forces, send hostages to the Romans ; whereby you 
‘‘ may see if you please, even in Italy, the noblest nation of the 
‘‘ east, under the notion of jieace submitting to serve them. Now 
‘‘ when almost all peojde under the sun submit to the Roman 
arms, will you be the only people that make war against 
them ? and this without regarding the fate of the Carthagi- 
‘‘ Ilians, who, in tlie midst of the brags of the great Hanniba), 
“ aiul the nobility of their Phenician original, fell by the hand 
‘‘ of Scipio. Nor indeed have the Cyreniuns, derived from the 
“ Lacedemonians, nor the Marmaridm : a nation extended as far 
as the regions uiiiiiliabitahle for want of water, nor have the 
Syrtes, a place terrible to such as barely bear it described, 
the Nasamous and Moors, and the immense multitude of the 
Numiilians, being able to juit a slop to the Roman valour. 
And as for the third iiart of the habitalile eartli, [Africa,] 
whose nations arc so many that it is not easy to number them, 
and which is bounded bv the Atlantic sea and the pillars of 
ITei eiiles, and feeds an innumerable multitude of Ethiopians, 
‘‘ as far as the Red 8ea, these have the Romans subdued entire- 
“ ly. And besides (he animal fruits of the earth, which inain- 
tain the multitude of tlie Romans h)r eight months in the 
year, this, over and above, pays all sorts of tribute, and af- 
fords revenues suitable to the necessities of the government. 
‘‘ Nor do they, like you, esteem such iiijunctions a disgrace to 
them, although they have but one Roman legion that abides 
among them. And indeed w hat occasion is there for show- 
“ ing you the powder of the Romans over remote countries, 
“ when it is so easy to learn it from Egyjit, in yonr neighbour- 
‘M)ood ? This country is cxlcnded as far as the Ethiopians, 
“ and Arabia the Happy, and borders upon India; it hath se- 
veil millions five hundred thousand men, besides the inhabi- 
“ tants of Alexandria, ns may be learned fn^m the revenue of 
“ the pole tax ; yet it is not ashainecl to suhmit to the Roman 
“ government, although it hath Alexandria as a grand tempta- 
‘‘ tion to a revolt, by reason it is so full of people and of riches, 
VOL. ui. Cl 41 
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“ and is besides exceeding large, its length being tliirty fiir« 
longs, and its breadth no less tluui ten ; and it pays more tri- 
‘‘ bute to the Homans in one month than you do in a year ; nay, 
besides what it pays in money, it sends corn to Rome that 
supports it lor lour months [in the year :] it is also walled 
*•' round on all sides, either by almost impassable deserts, or seas 
that have no havens, or by rivers, or by lakes ; yet have none 
of these things been found too strong for the Roman good 
fortune ; however, two legions tlnit lie in that city are a bri- 
die both lor the remoter )xirts of Egypt, and for the parts iii- 
habited by the more noble Maeeilonians. Where then are 
those jieople whom you are to have for your auxiliaries? 
Must they come from the parts of the world that arc iinin- 
habited ? for all that are in the habitable earth are [iiiuler the] 
Romans. Unless any of you extend his lio})es as far as beyond 
the Euphrates, and suppose tliat those of your own nation that 
dwell in Acliabene will come to your assistance ; but cerfain- 
ly these will not embarras themselves with an unjustifiable 
‘‘ war, nor, if they should follow such ill advice, will the Pnr- 
thians })ermit them so to do ; for it is their concern to niain- 
tain the truce that is between them anti the Romans, and 
they will be supposed to break the covenants in tween 
them, if any under their government march against the Ho- 
mans, ^\'hat remains, therefore, is this, that you liave re- 
“ course to divine assistance; but tliis is already on the side of 
*• the Romans : for il is impossible that so vast an empire should 
be sellletl without God’s providence. Relleet ii})on it, how 
impossible it is lor your /ealons observation of your reli- 
gioiis cnsttmis to be here prcserveil. which are liartl to be ob- 
served even when you liglit with those whom you are able to 
"‘coiujuer; ami how can you then most of all hope Ibr God's 
assistance, when, by btdng forced to transgress Ids law, yon 
will make him turn his hu'c from you ? and if you do ui?- 
serve the custom oi' the sabbath ilay ami will not be prevail'd 
‘ on to do any thing thereon, you will easily be taken, as were 
your Ibrelatliers by Fomjx y, wlio was the busiest in his siot;o 
on those days on which tlu‘ be.'^ioged rested. Rut if in tiin<‘ 
of war you transgress the law of your eountry, I cannot u!l 
on whose account you will afterward go to war; I’or your c(jn- 
cei n is but one, tiiat voii <lo nothing against any of yonr lon- 
iallicrs ; and Innv will you cad upon God to assist you, whtu 
you are voluntarily transgressing agidnsl his religion? Now 
“ all men that go to war lio il either as dt pemling on divine, or 
on liuman assistance; but . : .ceyour going to wai‘ will cut(d 
•* Ixith those asdstamcs, those that are ibr going to war choose 
evident destruction. What binders you from slaying your 
“ children and wives with your ow n hands, and burnii^g tins 
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“ most excellent native city of yours ? for by this mac] prank 
you will, however, escape the reproach of being beaten. But 
it were best, O my friends, it were best, while the vessel is 
<< still in the haven, to foresee the impending storm, and not to 
set sail out of the port into tlie middle of the hurricanes, for 
we justly pity those who fall into great misfortunes without 
o foreseeing them ; but for him who rushes into manifest ruin, 
he gains reproaches [instead of commiseration.] But cer- 
o tainly no one can imagine that you can enter into a war as by 
‘‘ agreement, or that when the Romans have got you under their 
power, they will use you with moderation, or will not rather, 

‘‘ for an exain[)le to otlier nations, burn your holy city, and ut- 
“ terly destroy your wliole nation ; for those of you who shall 
survive -the war, will not be able to find a place whither to 
“ dec, since all men have the Romans for their lords already, or 
are afraid they shall liave lierealter. Nay, indeed the danger 
« concerns not those Jew's that dwell here only, but those of 
them w ho dw'ell in other cities also ; for there is no people 
‘‘ upon the habitable earth which have not some portion of you 
‘‘ among them, whom your enemies w'ill slay, in case you go to 
<« war, and on that account also; and so every city which hath 
Jews in it will he lilled with slaugliter I'or the sake of a few' men, 
and they ^vh() slay tlicm w ill be pardoned : but if that siaiigh- 
‘‘ ter he not made by them, consider how’ wicked a thing it is 
“ to take arms against those that are so kind to you. Have pity, 
therefore, if not on your children and wives, yet upon this 
‘‘ voiir metropolis, and its sacred walls; spare the temple, and 
‘‘ jin serve the holy house, w ith its holy liirniture, for yourselves: 
••for if the Romans get you under their power, they will no 
‘‘ longer abstain from them when their former abstinence shall 
‘‘ lla^e been so nngratetully requited. 1 call to w itness your 
“ saiiclnarv, and the holy angels of Clod, and this couniry com- 
“ moil to us all, that 1 have not kept hack any thing that is tor 
your ]>roservation ; and il you will lollow that ailvice which 
you ought to ih», you will have that peace which will be 
“ common to you and to me ; hut il you indulge your passions, 
“ you will run those hazards which 1 shall be tree Iroiii. 

5. Wlu ii Agrijipa hail spoken thus, both he and his sister w ept, 
aiul by their tears repressed a great deal ot the violence ol the 
jKMipie, hut still they cried out, That ‘‘ they would not figdit 
‘‘against llie Romans, hut against Horns, on account ol what 
“ tiiey had suffered by his means/’ Jo which Agrippa replied, 
“ that what tliey Innl alremiv done was like such as make wai 
“against the liomans; lor you have not paid the * tiibute 

• Julius Cresar liaJ il. cvovd, that tho Ji-ws of JonisaUMii sliould pay an .".onual 
trUnito to the Htunaos excvptinj: the eii- J* rP*c S.il>batical year: as aiuu- 

ol);jcrvcs from tho Anli(j. H. XIV. il». x. sect. t». vo\. II. 
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which is due to Caesar ; and you have cut off the cloisters [of 
the temple] from joining to the tower Antonia. You will 
therefore prevent any occasion of revolt if you will but join 
these together again, and if you will but pay your tribute; 
“ for the citadel does not now belong to Florus, nor are you to 
“ pay the tribute money to Florus.” 

CHAP. XVII. 

H(yx the toa;- the Jews with the Romans began. And concern-^ 
ing Manahem, 

§ 1. 1 HIS advice the people hearkened to, and went up 

into the temple with the king and l^ernice, and began to re- 
build the cloisters : the rulers also and senators divided them- 
selves into the villages, and collected the tributes, and soon got 
together forty talents, which was the sum that was deficient. 
And thus did Agrippa then put a stop to that war which was 
threatened. Moreover, he attempted to persuade the multitude 
to obey Florus, until Ca'sar should send one to succeed him; 
but they were hereby more provoked, and cast reproaches upon 
the king, and got him excluded out of the city ; nay, some of 
the seditious had the impudence to throw stones al him. 
when the king saw that the violence of those that were for in- 
novations was not to be restrained, and being very angry at 
the contumelies he bad received, he sent their rulers, together 
with their men of power, to Florus, to Cesarea, that he niiglit 
appoint whom he thought fit to collect the tribute in the coun- 
try, while he retired into his own kingdom. 

2. And at this time it was that some of those that principally 
excited the people to go to war, made an assault uj)on a certain 
fortress called Massada. They took it by treachery, and slow 
the Romans that were there, and put olliers of their own })ai ty 
to keep it. At the same time Eleazar, the son of Ananias tlio 
high priest, a very bold youth, who was at that time governor 
of the temple, persuaded those that oflieiated in the divine ser- 
vice to receive no gift or sacrifice for any foreigner. And this 
was the true beginning of our war with the Romans ; for they 
rejected the sacrifice of Caesar on (his account; and when many 
of the high priests and ]»Hncipal men besought them nut to 
omit the sacrifice, which it \.as customary for them to oiler 
for tijeir princes, they would not be prevailed ujum. Ihese 
relied much upon theii muliitiide, for the most flourisliing 
jnirt of the innovators assisted them; but they had tlic chid re- 
gard to Eleazar, the governoi of the temple. 

8. Hereupon the men of power got together, and confei red 
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>vith the high priests, as did also the principal men of the Phari- 
sees ; and thinking all was at stake, and that their calamities were 
becoming incurable, took counsel what was to be done. Aceord- 
ingly they determined to try what they could do with the sedi- 
tious by words, and assembled the people before the brazen gate, 
which was that gate of the inner temple [court of the priests] 
which looked toward the sun rising. And, in the first place, 
they showed the great indignation they had at this attempt 
for a revolt, and for their bringing so great a war upon their 
country : after which they confuted their pretence as unjusti- 
fiable, and told them, That “ their forefathers had adorned their 
temple in great part with donations bestowed on them by fo- 
reigners, and had alw ays received what had been jiresented to 
‘‘ tliem from foreign nations ; and that they had been so far from 
“ rejecting any person’s sacrifice, (which would be the highest 
instance of impiety,) that they had theinsel\’os placed those 
donations about the temple wliich were still visible, and had 
“ remained there so long a time: that they did now irritate the 
« Homans to take arms against them, and invited them to make 
war upon them, and brouglit up novel rules of a strange divine 
“ worship, and determined to run the hazard of having their 
city condemned for impiety, while they would not allow' any 
foreigner, but Jews only, either to sacritiee or to worship there- 
“ in. And if such a law' should be introduced in the case of a 
‘‘ single jirivate person only, he W’ould have indignation at it, as 
“ nn instance of inhumanity determined against him; wliiie they 
“ have no regarel to the Romans or to Cmsar, and forbid even 
‘Mluir oblations to be received also: that however tliey cannot 
“ hut fear, lest by their rejecting his sacrifices, they shall not 
“ he allowed to oiler their ow ii ; and that this city w ill lose its 
‘‘ principality, unless they grow' wiser (juiekly, aiul restore the 
“ sacrifices as formerly, and inileed ameiul the injury they 
“ have ollered foreigners before the rej)oi t of it comes to the 
“ears of those that have been injured.” 

4. And as they said these things, they produced those priests 
tliat w ere skilful in the customs of their couiilrv, w ho made the 
^tport, I'hat “ all their ibretatliers had received the sacrifices 
“ from foreign nations.” But still not one of the innovators 
"ould hearken to wliat was said ; nay, those that ministered 
Jihout the temple would not attend their divine service, hut w ere 
iH'eparing matters for beginning the war. So the men ot power 
Perceiving that tlie seclition was toi» hard lor them to subdue, 
tiiat tile danger w liieh would arise from the Homans, would 
upon them first of all, endeavoured to save themselves, and 
"'I ainhassadors, some to Florus, the chief of which was ^iimon 
t'lr* son of Ananias ; and others lo Agrippa, among w hom the 
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most eminent were Saul, anti Antipas, and Costobarus, who were 
of the king's kindred : and tiiey desired of them both that they 
would come with an army to the city, and cut oil’ the sedition be- 
fore it sliould bo too hard to be subdued. Now this terrible 
message was good news to Florus; and because his design was 
to have a war kindled, lie gave the ambassadors no answer at all. 
But Agrippa was equally solicitous for those tliat were revolt- 
ing, and for those against whom the war was to be made, aiul 
was desirous to jireserve the Jews for the Romans, and tJie lein- 
ple and metropolis I’or the Jews; lie was also sensible that it was 
not for his own advantage that the disturbances should proceed ; 
so he sent tliree thousand horsemen to the assistance of the peo- 
ple out of Auranitis, and Ratnnea, and J'raehonilis, and tliesc 
under Darius the master of his horse, and IMiilip the son of Ja- 
cimus, the general of liis army. 

5. Upon this the men of power, with the higli priests, as also 
all the })arl of the multitude that were desirous of peace, took 
courage, and seized upon the n]>per city [Mount Sion ;] for tlic 
seditious })art had the lower city and the tenijile in their })ower 
so they made use of stones and slings perpetually against one 
another, and threw darts eontiniiallyon both sides; and sometimes 
it happened that tlaw made incursions by troops, and hwiglit; it 
out band to band, while the seditious were superior in boldness, 
but the king’s solditM’s in skill. These last strove chiefly to gain 
the temple, and to drive those out of it who prolaned it; as did 
the seditious, w itii Fleazar, besides w hat tlu?y bail already, la- 
bour to gain the iipjHa' city. Thus were there j)erpetual slaugh- 
ters on both sides for sewn days’ time; but neither side would 
yield up the parts they had seized on. 

6. Now' the next day was the festival of Xylophory, upon 
which the custom w as tor every one to bring wood for the altar, 
(that there might never be a want of fuel for that liic which was 
unquenchabie and aUvays burning;) upon that day they excluded 
the opposite party from the ol)^(‘rvation of this part ot religion. 
And wlien they had joined to tliemselves many of tlie isic'nni, 
who crowded in among tlie weaker people (that was the name 
for such robbers as had under their bosoms sw^miIs called .S'.or) 


they grew bolder, and carried their nnderlaking {‘arllier; inso- 
much, that the king’s ^’oMiers were ovt i])<)w end by their innl- 
tilude ajid boldne-s, am’ so {f)ey gave way, and were driven oni 
of the uj)j)er city by Ibrce. I'he otliers then set fire to thehoiiHO 
of Aiiania.-> the liigli piiest, and to the palace's of Agrij^pi^ am 

Bernice: after wlticli they carried the lire to the j)liiee where tn^ 

archives were repi^sitcd, and made haste to burn tlu‘ conlrnelsm’' 
longing to their credilors, and thereby to dissolve their ohng;’' 
tions for I'aylng their debts, and this was done in order tog**”’ 
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the multitude of those who liad been debtors, and that they might 
persuade the poorest sort to join in tlieir insurrection with safety, 
against the more wealthy ; so the keepers of the records fled 
away, and the rest set lire to them. And when they liad thus 
burnt down the nerves ot the city, they fell upon their enemies ; 
at which time some of the men of power, and of the high priests, 
went into the vaults under ground, and concealed themselves, 
while otliers fled with the king’s soldiers to the upper palace, 
and shut the gates immediately; among whom were Ananias the 
liigh priest, and the ambassadors that had been sent to Agrip})a. 
And now the seditious were contented with the victory they had 
gotten, and the buildings they had burnt down, and proceeded 
no farther. 

7. But on the next day, which was the fifteenth of the month 
I.ous, [Ab,] they made an assault upon Antonia, and besieged 
the garrison which was in it two days, and then took the garri- 
son, and slew them, and set the citadel on fire; after which they 
marched to the palace, whither the king’s soldiers were fled, and 
j)arted themselves into four bodies, and made an attack uj^on llie 
walls. As for those that were within it, no one had the courage 
to sally out, because those that assaulted them were so numerous, 
hut tliey distributed themselves into the breast-works and tur- 
rets, and shot at the besiegers, whereby many of the robbers fell 
under the walls ; nor did they cease to fight one with anotlicr 
either by night or by day, while the seditious snj)posed that those 
within would grow weary (or want of food, and those within 
supposed the others would do the like by the tediousness of the 
siege. 

iS. Ill the mcanlime one Munahem, the son of.Tiidas, that was 
called the (uililran^ (who was a very cunning sophisler, and hatl 
i’ormerly reproached the Jews under C yrenius, tliat after God 
they were subject to llie Romans,) took some of the nu n of note 
with him, and retireil to Massada, where he broke open king lie- 
rod’s armoury, and gave arms not only to liis own people, luit to 
other robbers also. These he made use of for a guard, and re- 
turned in the state of a king to Jerusalem ; he became the loader 
ot the sedition, and gave orders for continuing the siege, but they 
wanted proper iiislrnmeiils, and it was not practicable to nnder- 
niinc the wall, bi*canse the darts came down iijion tlu in irom 
above, l/ut still they dug a mine from a great tiistance under one 
nt the towers and made it totter, and having doin' that, they set 
live on what was combustible, and left it, and wlu ii the founda- 
tions were burnt below, the tower fell down suddenly. \ el did 
they ll n il meet with another wall that had been built within ; for 
the In siegei! were sensible beforehand of wluU they were dinng, 
probably the tower shook as it was undermining, so they 
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provided themselves of another fortification ; which, when the 
besiegers unexpectedly saw, while they thought they had already 
gained the place, they w'ere under some consternation. However, 
those that were within sent to Manaheni, and to the other lead- 
ers of the sedition, and desired they iniglit go out upon a capitu- 
lation : this was granted to the king’s soldiers, and their own 
countrymen only, who went out accordingly ; but the Romans 
that were left alone were greatly dejected, for they were not 
able to force their w ay through such a multitude ; and to desire 
them to give tliem their right hand for their security, they 
thought it would be a reproach to tliem, and besides, if they 
should give it them, they durst not depend upon it ; so they de- 
serted their camp, as easily taken, and ran away to the royal 
towers, tliat called Hippicus^ that called Phasadus^ and that call- 
ed Mariamnc. But Manaheni and his party fell upon the j)lace 
whence the soldiers were fled, and slew as many of them as they 
could catch, before they got up to the towers, and plundered 
what they left behind them, and set fire to their camp. This 
was executed on the sixth day of the month Gorpieiis, [Eliih] 
9. But on the next day the high priest was caught, where he 
had concealed himself in an aqueduct; he was slain, together 
with Hezekiali liis brother, by the robbers : hereupon the sedi- 
tious besieged the towers, and kept them guarded, lest any one 
of the soldiers should escape. Now tlie overthrow of the places 
of strength, and the death of the high priest Ananias, so piiflVd 
up Manaheni, that he became barbarously cruel, and, as lie 
thought he had no antagonists to dispute the miniagement of iil- 
fairs with liiin, he was no better than an insupporluble tyrant; 
but EleaZiir and his party, when words had passed between 
them, how It was not proper when they levolted Ironi tlie 
liomaiis, out of the desire of liberty, to betray that liberty to 
any of their own jieople, and to bear a lord, \sh(), ihougli he 
should be guilty of no violence, was yet meaner than tlicm- 
selves; as also, that in case they were obligeirto set some one 
over their public aflairs, it was fitter they should give llwt 
privilege to any one rather than to liiin,^’ they made an as- 
sault upon him in the temple; for he went tip thither to worship 
in a pompons manner, and adorned with royal garments, and had 
his followers with him in iheir armour. But Kleazar and hn* 
party fell violently u]ion him, us did also the rest ol the people, 
and taking up stones to attack him withal, they threw them at 
the sophister, and thought, that ii’ht; were onc(* ruined, the en- 
tire sedition would fall to the ground. Now Manaheni aiu 
party mtule rt^sistance for a while, but when they 
the whole multitude were falling upon them, they 
w^ay every one was able, those that were caught were slain, fl 
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those that hid themselves were searched for, A few there were 
of them who privately escaped to Masada, among whom was 
Eleazar, the son of Jairus, w ho was of kin to Manahern, and acted 
the })art of a tyrant at Masada afterward : as for Manahern him- 
self, he ran aw^ay to the place called Ophla^ and there lay skulk- 
ing in private ; hut they took him alive, and drew him out be- 
fore them all; they then tortured him with many sorts of tor- 
ments, and after all slew him, as they did by those that w^ere 
captains under him also, and particularly by the principal in- 
strument of liis tyranny, whose name was Apsalom, 

10. Aiid, as I said, so far truly the people assisted them, 
while they lio})ed this might allbrd some amendment to the se- 
ditious })ractices ; but the others were not in haste to put an 
end to (lie w’ar, but hoped to ])rosecute it wnth less danger, now 
they had slain Manahern. It is true, th.'it when the j)eople 
earnestly desired that they w'oukl leave olf besieging the soldiers, 
they were the more earnest in pressing it forward, and this till 
Metilius, who w as the Koimu general, sent to Eleazai', and de- 
sired tliat they would give them security to spare their lives 
only, but agreed to deliver up their arms, and what else they 
ha(l with tlreirr. The others readily complied with their peti- 
tion, serrt to them Gorion, the son of Nicodemus, and Ananias, 
the son of Saddiik, and Judas, the son of Jonathan, that they 
inighl give them the scenrily of tlu*ir right hands, and of their 
oaths; after which Meliliiis brought ilown Iris soldiers, which 
soldier’s while they wer’o in ar-rrrs, were not inecklled with by 
any of the seditions, nor was ther e any appearance of li'cachcry ; 
but as soon as, according to the articles of capitulation, they 
had all laid down their shields, and their swor’ds, and were un- 
der no i’arlher suspicion of any harm, but were going away, 
Eleazai*’s men attacked them alter a violent manner*, and en- 
compassed them rourrd, and sknv them, while they neither de- 
fended tlrernselves, nor entreated for ineiTv, but only cried out 
upon the br*each of their articles of capitulation, and their oaths. 
And thus were all these men barbarously mur'dered, excepting 
Metilius; for when he entreated for iner*cy, and promised that 
he would tui*n Jew^, and be circniiicised, they saved liirrr alive, 
but none else. This loss to the Romans was but light, there 
being no more than a few slain out of an immense army; but 
still it appeared to be a pi*elude to the Jews* ow n destruction, 
while men made public I rinentatioii when they saw that such 
occasions were afforded for a war as were incui’able; that the 
city was all over j)ollnted wdth such abomirrations, from w’hich 
it was but reasonable to expect some vengeance, even t trough 
they should escape vengeance from the Romans ; so that the city 
WHS filled with sadness, and every one of the moderate men in 
VOL. nj. 5 c; 41 
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It were under great disturbance, as likely themselves to uiider- 
go punishment for the wickedness of the seditious ; for indeed 
it so happened, that this murder was perpetrated on the Sab- 
bath day, on which day the Jews have a respite from their 
works on account of divine worship. 

CHAP. XVIII. 

The calamities and slaughters that came upon the Jexvs. 

§ 1. ow the people of Cesarea had slain the Jews that were 

among them on the very same day and hour [when the soldiers 
were slain,] which one would think must have come to pass by 
the direction of providence; insomuch, that in one hour’s time 
above twenty thonsand .Iew\s were killed, and all Cesarea was 
emptied of its Jewish inhabitants; for Floras caught such as ran 
away, and sent them in bonds to the gallies. Upon whicli 
stroke that the Jews received at Cesarea, tlie whole nation 
was greatly enraged ; so they divided themselves into several 
parties, and laid waste tlie villages of the Syrians, and their 
neighbouring cities, Philadelphia, and Sebonitis, and Gerasa, 
and Pella, and Scythopolis, and after them Gadara, and Hipj^os; 
and falling upon Gaulanitis, some cities they destroyed there, 
and some they set on lire, and then went to Kedasa, belonging 
to the Tyrians, and to Ptoleniais; and to Gaba, and to Cesarea; 
nor was either Sabaste [Samaria,] or Askelon able to oj)pose the 
violence with which they w^ere attacked; and wlveii they had burnt 
these to the giound, they entirely demolished Anthedon and 
Gaza; many also of the villages that were about every one of 
those cities were plundered, and an immense slaughter was made 
of the men who were caught in them. 

2. However the .Syrians were even with the Jews in the mul- 
titude of the men whom they slew : lor they killed those whom 
they caught in their cities, and that not only out of the hatred 
tliey bore them, as Ibrmerly, but to prevent the danger under 
which they were from them ; so that the soldiers in ail Syria 
were terrible, and every city was divided into two armies en- 
camped one against another, aiul the preservation of the one 
party was in the destruction of the other ; so tlie day time was 
spent in shedding of blood, ami the night in fear, which was of the 
two the more terrible; for when the Syrians thought they had 
ruined the Jews, they had the Jmiaizer’s in suspicion also, and as 
each side did not care to blay those whom they only suspected on 
the other, so did they greatly fear them when they wei e ming- 
led with the other, as if they were certainly foreigners. More- 
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over, greediness of gain was a provocation to kill the opposite 
party, even to such of old as had appeared very mild and gentle 
towards them ; for they without tear plundered the eflects of 
the slain, and carried off the spoils of those whom they slew to 
their own liouses, as if they had been gained in a set battle ; and 
he was esteemed a man of honour who got the greatest share, as 
having prevailed over the greatest number of his enemies. It 
was then common to sec cities filled with dead bodies, still lying 
iinburied, and those of old men, mixed with infants, all dead, 
and scattered about together ; women also lay amongst them, 
without any covering for their nakedness ; you might then see 
the whole province full of inexpressible calamities, while the 
dread of still more barbarous practices which were threatened, 
were every where greater than what had been already per- 
petrated. 

3. And thus far the conflict had been between Jews and 
foreigners, but when they made excursions to Scythopolis, they 
found Jews that acted as enemies ; for as they stood in battle 
array with those of Scythopolis, and preferred their ow^n safety 
before their relation to us, they fought against their own country- 
men ; nay, their alacrity was so very great, that those of Scytho- 
polis suspected them. Hiese were afraid, therefore, lest they 
should make an assault upon the city in the night time, and, to 
their great misfortune, should thereby make an apology for 
themselves to their people for their revolt from them. So 
they commanded them, that in case they would confirm their 
agreement and demonstrate their fidelity to them, who were of 
a difl’ereiit nation, they 'shoukl go out of the city, with their fa- 
milies to a neighbouring grove ; and when they had done as 
they w ere commaixled, without suspecting any thing, the people 
of Scythopolis lay still for the interval of two days, to tempt 
them to be secure ; but on the third night they watched their 
opportunity, and cut all their throats, some as they lay unguard- 
ed, and some as they lay asleep. '^I'he number that was slain 
was above thirteen thousand, and then tluy plundered them of 
all that they had. 

4. It will deserve our relation what befell Simon : lie was 


the son of one Saul, a man of reputation among the Jews. 7 his 
man was distinguishecl from the rest by the strengtli of his body 
and the b/)ldness of his conduct, althoiigli he abused tliem both 
to the mischieving of his conntr>mien ; for he came every day 
and slew a great many of the Jews of Scythopolis, and he fre- 
tpiently put them to flight, and became himselt alone the cause 
ot his army's conquering. But a just punishment overtook him 
for the murders lie Jiad committed upon those ot the same na- 
tion with him ; for when the people of Scythopolis threw their 
^larls at them in the grove> he drew liis sword, but did not at- 
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tack any of the enemy ; for he saw that he could do nothing 
against such a multitude ; but he cried out after a very moving 
manner, and said, “ O, ye people of Scythopolis, I deservedly suf. 

fer for what I liave done w ith relation to you, w lien I gave you 
‘‘ such security of my fidelity to you, by slaying so many of 
‘‘ those that w^ere related to me. Wherefore we very justly 
experience the perfidioiisness of foreigners, while we acted 
‘‘ after a most wicked manner against our own nation. I will 
therefore die, polluted wretch as I am, by mine own hands; 
‘‘ for it is not fit I should die by the hand of our enemies; and 
let the same action be to me both a punishment for my great 
“ crimes, and a testimony of my courage to my commendatioij, 
that so no one of our enemies may have it to brag of, that he 
‘‘ it w'as that slew me, and no one may insult upon me as I 
fall.” Now when he had said this, he looked round about 
him upon his family, with eyes of commiseration, and of rage, 
(that family consisted of a wife, and children, and his aged pa- 
rents;) so, in the first place, he caught his latlier by the grey 
hairs, and ran his sword through him, and after him he did the 
same to li is mother, who willingly received it; and after ihcm lie 
did the like to his wife and children, every one almost olItMiiin- 
themselves to his sword, as desirous to prevent being slain by 
their enemies; so when he had gone over alibis family, ify 
stood upon theii' bodies to be seen by all, and stretching out lii> 
right hand, that his action might be observed by all, he sheath- 
ed his entire sw'ord into his own bowels. This young man was 
to be pitied on account of the strength of his body and the ( oiii- 
age of his soul; but since he had assured Ibreigners of his fideli- 
ty [against his own countrymen,] he suft’ered deservt:dlv. 

5. Besides this murder at Scythopolis, the other cities rose up 
against the Jews tliat were among them; those of Askeloii slew 
two thousand five hundred, and tliose of Ptolemais two tlmusaiid, 
and put not a few into bonds; those of Tyre also put a great 
number to death, but kept a greater number in prison ; iiiore- 
over, those of Hippos, and those of Gadara did the like, while 
they put to death the boldest of the Jews, but kept those 
whom they were afraid in custody; as did the rest of the cities 
of Syria, according as they every one either hated them, or were 
afraid of them ; only tlie AiUiochians, the Sidonians, and Apa- 
niians spared those that dwelt with them, and would not en- 
dure either to kill any of llie Jews, or to put them in bonds. 
And perhaj)s they s})arc(l tluan, because their own number was 
so great that tliey desj)ised their attempts ; but 1 think the great- 
est part of this favour was i>\;ing to their commiseration of tbosc 
whom they saw to make no innovations. As for the Gerasans, 
they did no harm to those that abode with them, and lor those 
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who had a mind to go away, they conducted them as far as their 
borders reached. 

6. There was also a plot laid against the Jews in Agrlppa^s 
kingdom ; for he was himself gone to Ccstius Gallus, to An- 
tiocii, but had left one of his companions, whose name was 
Noarus^ to take care of the public afl’airs; which Noams was 
of kin to king Sohemus.* Now there came certain men, se- 
venty in number, out of Batanca, who were the most consider- 
able lor their tiunilies and prudence of the rest of the people ; 
these desired to have an army put into their hands, that if any 
tumult should happen, they might have about them a guard 
sutticient to restrain such as might rise up against them. This 
Noams sent out some of the king’s armed men by night, and 
slew all those [seventy] men ; which bold action he ventured up- 
on without the consent of Agrippa, and was such a lover of mo- 
ney, that he chose to be so wicked to his own countrymen, though 
he brought ruin on the kingdom thereby : and thus cruelly did 
lie treat that nation, and this contrary to the laws also, until 
Agrippa was inforined of it, who did not indeed dare to put 
him to death, out of regard to Soheiuus, but still he put an end 
to hi.s procMiratorship immediately. Hut as to the seditious, 
they took the citiulel which was called Cjjpros, and was above 
Jcriclu), and cut the throats of the garrison, and utterly denio- 
li.slietl the tortifications ; this was about the same time that the 
inultitiule ot the Jews that were at Machem.s persuaded the 
Uoinans who were in garrison to leave the })lace, and deliver it 
up to them. The:5e lloinans being in great fear, lest the place 
sliouhl he taken by force, made an agreement witli them to de- 
part upon certain conditions ; and when they liad obtained the 
security they de.sired, they delivered up the citadel, into whicli 
the })eoplc of Macherus put a garrison for their own security, 
and held it in their own power. 

7. But ior Alexandria, the sedition of the pcojde of the place 
against the Jews was perju tual, and this from that very time 
when Alexander [the Great,] upon finding the readiness of the 
Jews in assisting him against the Egyptians, and as a rewaul lor 
such their assistance, gave them equal privileges in this city 
with the Grecians themselves. Which lionorary reward con- 
tinued among them under his successors, w ho also .set aj)arL for 
them a particular place, that they might live without being 
polluted [by the Gentiles,] and were thereby not so much in- 

* Of llus Sohiinus we have mciuioii made Tacitus. c also learn from Dio, 
tnat his father v% as kin^ of the Aiabijiis of Itiirea, [which Itiirea is mentioned by 
St Luke iti. 1.1 Ixjth whose testimonies are c|iK>tcd here by Dr. Hudson. See 
NoUiius, No. 37 U 
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lermixed with foreigners as before : they also gave them this 
farther privilege, that they sliould be called Macedonians. Nay, 
when the Romans got ))ossessioii of Egypt, neither the first Caj- 
^ir, nor any one that came after him, tlioiight of diminishing the 
honours which Alexander liad bestowed on the Jews. But still 
conflicts perpetually arose with the Grecians; and although the 
governors did every clay pimisli many of them, yet did the sedi- 
tion grow worse ; but at this time especially, when there were 
tumults in other places also, the disorders among them were pm 
into a greater flame : for when the Alexandrians had once a pub- 
lic assembly, to deliberate about an embassage they were send- 
ing to Nero, a great number of Jews came flocking to the 
theatre ; but when their adversaries saw them, they immediate- 
ly cried out, and called them their enemies, and said tliey cajiie 
as spies upon them; upon which they rushed out, and laid vio- 
lent hands upon them; and as for the rest they were slain as 
they ran away; but there were three men whoJii they caiiglit, 
and hauled them along, in order to have them burnt alive; hut 
all the Jew s came in a body to defend them, who at first direw 
stones at the Grecians, but after that they took lamps, and 
rushed with violence into the theatre, and threatened that they 
would burn the jieople to a man ; and this they had soon done, 
unless Tiberius Alexander, the governor of the city, liad re- 
strained tiieir passions. However, this man did not begin to 
teach them wisdom by arms, bnt sent among them privately 
some of the principal men, and thereby entreated them to be 
fjuiet and not provoke the Roman army against them ; hut the 
seditious made a jest of the entreaties of Tiberius, and reproacli* 
ed him for so doing. 

8. Now' when he perceived that tliosc who were for innova- 
tions would not be j)acified till some great calamity should over- 
take them, ho sent out upt)ii them those two Roman legions that 
w'ere in the city, and together with them live thousand other 
soldiers; who by chance were comcj together out of Libya, to 
the ruin of the Jews, '^rhey were also permitted not only to 
kill them, but to plunder them of wliat they had, and to set hit* 
to their houses. These soldiers rushed violently into tliat j’ait 
of tJie city tliat was called Drlta^ wdiere the Jewish people livdl 
together, and did as liny were bidden, though not without 
bloodshed on tlieir ow n side also : for the Jew s got together, and 


set those that were the bes^ ariiied among them in the loreh’ont» 
and made resi'^tance for a great w liile, but wlien once they gave 
back, they were destroyeti unmercifully, and thus their destruc- 
tion Wits complete, some beu«g caught in the open licld, and 
others forced into their houses, whicli houses were first plundered 
of w'hat was in them, and tJien set on fire by the Roinaas* 
wherein no mercy was sliown to the infants, and no regard had 
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to the aged ; but they weut on in the slaughter of persons of 
every age, till all the place was overflowed with blood, and fifty 
thousand of them lay dead upon heaps ; nor lutd the remainder 
been preserved had they not betaken themselves to supplication. 
So Alexander commiserated their condition, and gave orders 
to the Romans to retire : accordingly, these being accustomed 
to obey orders, left off killing at the first intimation; but the 
j)opulace of Alexandria bore so very great hatred to the Jews, 
that it was difficult to recall them, and it was a hard thing to 
make them leave their dead bodies. 

9. And this ^vas the miserable calamity which at this time 
befell the Jews at Alexandria. Hereupon Cestiiis thought fit no 
longer to lie still, while the Jews were every where up in arms, 
so he took out of Antioch the twelfth legion entire, and out of each 
of the rest he selected two thousand, with six cohorts of footmen, 
and four troops of horsemen, besides those auxiliaries which were 
sent by the kings; of which *Antiochus sent two thousand horse- 
men, and three thousand footmen, with as many archers ; and 
Agrippa sent the same number of footmen, and one thousand 
horsemen; Sohem us also followed with four thousand, a third 
part whereof were horsemen, but most part were archers, and 
thus did he march to Ptolemais. There were also great num- 
bers of auxiliaries gathered together from the [free] cities, who 
indeed had not the same skill in martial affairs but made up in their 
alacrity, and in their hatred to the Jews what they wanted in skill, 
lliere came also along w ith Cestius, Agrippa himself, both as a 
guide in his march of the country, and a director w hat w as fit to 
be done ; so Cestius took part of his forces, and marched hastily 
to Zabulon, a strong city of Galilee, which was called the city 
of men, and divides the country of Ptolemais from our nation : 
this he found deserted by its men, the multitude having fled to 
the mountains, but full of all sorts of good things; those he gave 
leave to the s{)ldiers to plunder, and set fire to the city, althougli 
it w as of admirable beauty, and had its houses built fiketliose in 
Tyre, and 8idon, and Berytus. After this he overran all the 
country, and seized upon whatsoever came in his way, and set 
lire to the villages that were round about them, and then return- 
ed to Ptolemais. But w hen the Syrians, and especially those of 
Berytus, w'cre busy in plundering, the Jews pulled uj) their cou- 
rage agaii^, for they knew' that Cestius was retired, and fell upon 
those tliat w'cre left behind unexpectedly, and destroyed about 
two thousand of them. 


• Spanlieim notes on tho place, that this latter Antiorhus. who wa*4 crtlUnl 
rjflnrs, is mentioned by Dio, LIX. pajro 64.7, and that he is mentioned hv Jose- 
pl«us elsewhere twice olso, B. V. e\\ x.. secL 3. vol. III. and Antq. B. M*\. ili. 
^»J. sect. 1. tol. III. 
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1 0. And now Cestius himself marched from Ptolemais and caino 
to Cesarea; but he sent part of his army before him to Joppn, 
and gave order, that if they could take that city [by suiprise] 
they siiould keep it ; but that in case the citizens should perceive 
they were comi:ig to attack them, that they then should stay for 
him, and for the rest of the army. So some of them made a 
brisk marcli by the seaside, and some by land, and so coming up- 
on them on both sides, they took the city with ease : and as tliti 
inhabitants had made no provision aforehand for a flight, nor had 
gotten any tiling ready for flgliting, llie soldiers fell upon them, 
and slew them all, with their families, and then jilundered aiul 
burnt the city. The number of the slain was eight thousand 
four hundred. In like manner Cestius sent also a considerable 
body of horsemen to the to}iarchy of Nai batene, that adjoined 
to Cesarea, wlio destroyed the country, and slew a great multi- 
tude of its ]^eople ; they also plundered what they had, and 
burnt their villages. 

11. But Cestius sent Gallus, the commander of the twelfth 
legion, into Galilee, and deliveretl to him as many of his ibrets; 
as he supposed snflicient to subdue that nation. 1 le m as l eceivul 
by the strongest city of Galilee, which was Sepphoris, with ac- 
clamations of joy ; which wise conduct of that city occasioned 
the rest of the cities to be <|uict; while the seditions jiarl, and 
the robliers ran away to that mountain which lies in the very 
middle of Galilee, ami is situated over against ISejiphoris; it j*, 
called ylsamoti. So Galhis brought iiis iiorces against ihein, 
but while those men were in the superior parts above the Ho- 
mans, they easily threw' their darts ii})on the Komans, as they 
made their a})pioaches, aiul slew' about two luimlied ol' them: 
but w hen the Koinans had gone round the mountains, ami wt n: 
gotten into tlie parts above llieir enemies, the otliers were soon 
l)eaten, nor could lliey who liad only light armour tm, susi.ii/i 
the force of them that fought them armed all over; nor whdi 
they were beaten could they escape the enemy’s liorsemcii ; in- 
somiich, that only some few concealed themselves in certain places 
liard to l)e come at, among the mountains, while tlie rest, above 
two thousand iii number, were slain. 

CHAP. XIX. 

Ccslhis (lid against the Jnvs ; and h(ni\ upon his hrsu’gifi,^ 
Jfavsrdem^ he retreated ficnn the citify xdthout anp just occaaio^^ 
in the xvorld. As atso xxfhat severe calamities he vjidenvenf from 
the Jews in his retreat. 

5 !• Ni) iiow' Clallus, seeing notliing more that looked to- 

wards an innovalion in Galilee, returned witli his aimy t(| 
C’esarea; but C'estms removed witli his whole army, and n!:oth‘‘ 
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to Antipatris. And when he was informed that there was a 
great body oF Jewish forces gotten together in a certain tower 
called Aphcli'^ he sent a party before to fight them ; but this 
party dispersed tlie Jews by affrighting them before it came to 
a battle ; so they came, and finding their camp deserted they 
burnt it, as well as the villages lliat lay about it. But when 
Cestius had marched from Anti})atris to Lydda, he found the 
city empty of its men, ibr the whole multitude were gone up 
to Jerusalem to the feast of tabernacles ; yet did he destroy fifty 
of those that showed themselves, and burnt the city, and so 
marched forwards ; and ascending by Belh-horon, he pitched liis 
camp at a certain place called Gabao^ fifty furlongs distant from 
Jerusalem. 

2. Ihit as for the Jews, when they saw the war approaching 
to their metropolis, they left the feast, and betook themselves to 
their arms : and taking courage greatly Irom their multitude, 
went in a sudden and disorderly manner to the fight, with a great 
noise, and without any consideration had of the rest of the seventh 
day, although the Sabbath was the day to which tl)ey luid the 
greatest regard ; but that rage which made them ibrget the reli- 
gious observation [of the Sabbath] made thoju too hard for their 
enemies in the fight : with such violence therefore did they fall 
upon the Homans, as to br(‘ak into their ranks, and to march 
through the midst of them, making a great slaughter as they 
went, insomuch, that unless the horsemen, and such part ot the 
footmen as were not yet tired in the action, had wheeled round, 
and siicconrod that part of the army which w as not yet broken, 
Cestius, with his whole army, had been in danger : how'ever, 
five hundred and fifteen of the Homans were slain, of which 
number four liuiidred were footmen, and the rest horsemen, 

♦ JTv^rc wc have an cmiiu'nt example of that Jewish lan^iinf^e, which Dr. Wall 
truly 4«hM*i v< s we scvenil limts linj u^e(^ in the ^ac^c<l wrilii.^s; I mean where the 
wortU all or wWila inuUllutlr, tvc. are used for inueli the ^reatist part only ; hut not 
so as to include every person, witlujut exception ; for when Josephus had said, that 
the whole mnllitmU [all the males] of Lydda were gone to the (Vast of labernaeks, 
he immediately adds, that however no fewer than tifty of them appeared, and were 
slain liy the Ilomans. Other examples somewhat like this T have obserx’cd cKe- 
where in Joseplms, but, as I think, none so remarkable as ibis. See Wall’s Crit- 
ical Observations on the Old IVstainent, p. -19, 50. 

We have also in thi'. and the next section, two eminent facts to be observed, viz. 
the fust example, lliat 1 remetubtr in Josi-phiis, of the on-^et of the Jew.J enemies 
upon their vouutrv when their males weie {^one up t4) Jerusalem to one of their 
three sacred festivals ; which, during the Theocracy, Ood had promised to prestivo 
them from, Kxod. xxxiv. o-J. 'I he second fact is this, the breach of the Sabbath 
by the* seditious Jews in an oHensive tight, coutravy to ilie iiniNorsul iloctrlne and 
practice of their nation in these ages, and even contrary to what they themselves af- 
terward practised in the rest of this war. JSee tlie note on Aiuiij- U. XVI. ch. ‘J. 
H‘ct. vol. II. 
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while the Jews lost only twenty-two, of whom the most valianc 
were the kinsmen of Monobaziis king of Adiabene, and their 
names were Monobaziis and Kenediiis ; and next to them were 
Niger of Perea, and Silas of Babylon, avIio had deserted from 
king Agrippa to the Jews; for they had formerly served in his 
army. When the front of the Jewish army liad been cut oil; 
the Jew s retired into the city ; but still Simon, the son of Giora, 
fell iijioii tlie backs of the Romans, as they were ascending 
up Beth-horon, and put the hindmost of the army into ilisordei , 
and carrieil olf many of the beasts that carried tlie weapons of 
war, and led them into tlie city. But as Cestius tarried there 
three days, the Jews seized upon the elevated parts of the citv, 
and set w’atches at the entrances into the city, and appeared 
openly resolved not to rest, when once the Romans should begin 
to march. 

3. And now when Agrippa observed that even the affairs of 
the Romans w ere likely to be in danger, while such an inunense 
multitude of their enemies had seizeil upon the mountains round 
about, he detcrminetl to try what the Jews would agree to hy 
W’ords, as thinking that he should either persuade them all to dj- 
sist from fighting, or, however, that he should cause the sober 
part of them to separate themselves from the opposite party. So 
he sent Borceus and Phebiis, the jiersons of his party that win* 
the best know n to them, and promised them, that Cestius should 
give them his right hand, to secure them of the Romans’ entire 
forgiveness of what they had done amiss, if they would throw 
away their arms, and come over to them; but the seditioii<, 
fearing lest the whole imiltitude, in hopes of security to them- 
selves, should go over to Agrippa, resolved immediately to fall 
upon and kill the nmbas.'sadors ; aeeorilingly they slew JMirbus 
before lie said a word, but Binceus was only wounded, and so 
prevented his fate by flying away; and when the people were 
very angry at this, tli(*y had the seditious beaten w ith stones and 
clubs, and drove them before them into the city. 

4. But now Cestius, oliserving that the dislurliances that were 
begun among the Jew.s afforded liim a proper opportunity to at- 
tack them, took his whole army along with him, and j)iit the 
Jews to flight, and ])ursucd them to Jerusalem. He then pileh- 
ed his camp up’on the elevation called Srojufs^ [or watch tower,] 
whicli was distant seven fui longs from the city ; vet did not he 
assault them in three days’ linn*, out of expe*ctation that those 
within iniglit perhaps yirld a :iule; and in the ineantiine lie 
sent out a gre<::. many of his s()ldifi\-, into the neighbouring villa- 
ge-, to sr ize upon their corn. ’ nd on the fiiiirth day, w liich was 
the thirtieth ot the nionili Ilyperbcrifteus ['^risri.’J when he had 
put hi‘s anv.y in a may, lie brougdit it into the city. Now lor 
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the people, they were kept under by the seditious ; but the se- 
ditions themselves were greatly affrighted at the good order of 
the Romans, and retired from the suburbs, and retreated into 
the inner part of the city, and into the temple. But when Ces- 
tins was come into the city, he set the part called Bezetha^ wliich 
is called Ccnopolh^ [or the new city,] on fire; as he did also to 
the timber market : after which he came into the u])per city, 
and pitched his camp over against the royal palace; and had he 
but at tliis very time attempted to gi‘t within the walls by force, 
he had won the city jn esently, and the war had been put an end 
to at once; but lyrannins Priscus, the muster-master of the 
army, and a great number of the ofliccrs of the horse, had been 
corrupted by Floriis, and divert(‘d him from that his attempt ; 
and that was tlie occasion that this war lasted so very long, and 
thereby the Jews were involved in such incurable calamities. 

5. In the lueantime many of the principal men of the city 
were persuaded by Ananiis, the son of Jonathan, and invited 
(A'stius into the city, and were about to open the gates for him; 
but lie overlooked this offer, partly out of his anger at the Jews, 
and jiartly liccauso he did not thoroughly believe tb.ey wx’rc in 
earnest; whence it was that he delayed the matter so long, that 
the seditions {)eiceived tlic treachery, and threw Ananus and 
tiiosc of his party dow n irom the wall, and pelting them with 
stone?, drove them into tlieir houses; but they stood themselves 
at proper distances in the towers; and threw their darts at those 
that wore getting over the wall. Uius did tlie Konians make 
their atlaek against the wall for five days, but to no ))urpose ; 
but on the iu*xt dav, Cestius took a ijicat many of liis choicest 
men, and with them the arcliers, and alteinjited to break into 
the temple at the northern (jnarter of it: but the Jews beat them 
oil* lioin the cloisters, and repulsed them several time.s wlien they 
were gotten near to the w all, till at length the multitude of the 
tlarts cut tlicm off, anil made them lelire ; but the first rank of 
tlie Romans rested their shields upon thr w all, and so did those 
that were behind them, and the like did those that were still 
more backward, and guarded themselves with what they call 
TtiUfido, ( the back of] a tortoise, upon whicli the darts that 
Wire thrown fell, and slided off without doing them any harm; 
so the soldiers undermined the wall, willioul being themselves 
hurt, and got all things ready for setting fire to llie gate of the 
toniple. 

h. And now it was tliat a horrible fear seized upon llic sedi- 
tious, insomuch, that many of them ran out of the city, as though 
it were to be taken ininicdiately : but the people upon this took 
courage, and where the wicked part of the city gave ground, 
thither did they come, in order le^ set open the gales, and to ad- 
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mit Cestius as their benefiictor, who, had he but continued the 
siege a little longer, had certainly taken the city ; but it was, I 
suppose, owing to the * aversion God had already at the city, 
and the sanctuary, that he was liindered from putting an end to 
the war that very tlay. 

7. It then happened that Cestiiis was not conscious cither how 
the besieged despaired of success, nor how courageous the peo« 
pic were for him ; and so he recalled his soldiers from the place, 
and by despairing of any expectation of taking it without havin<r 
received any disgrace, he retired from the city, without any 
reason in the world. 13ut when the robbers perceived this un- 
expected retreat of his, they resumed their coinage, and ran af- 
ter the hinder parts of his army, and destroyed a considerahio 
lumiber of both their horsemen and footmen : and now Cestiiis 
lay all night at the camp which was at Scopus, and as he wont 
off farther next day, he thereby invited the enemy to follow him, 
wlio still fell upon the hindmost, and destroyed them ; they also 
fell upon tlie flank on each side of the army, and threw darts nn- 
on them oblicjiicly, nor durst those that were hindmost turn back 
upon those who wounded them behind, as imagining that the 
multitude of those that pursued them was immense; nor did 
they venture to drive away those that pressed upon tlu*in on each 
side, because they were heavy with tludr arms, and were aiVaid 
of breaking their ranks to )fiece5, and because they saw the 
Jews were ligbt, aiul ready for making incursions upon them. 
And this was the reason why the Uomaiis suffered greatly, with- 
out being able to levenge themselves iijion their enemies: so 
they were galled all the way, ami their ranks were put into 
disoi'dei', and tliose that were thus put out of llieir ranks were 
slain; among whom were Prist us, the eommamler of tin: sixth 
legion, ami Longinus the tribune, ami Lmilius Seciimlns, the 
commander of a troop of Iiurseiiien. No it was not without dil- 


♦ 71iere may anollit r vt ry important, n!’.«l very rca'^on Ih? Iutc asM^jn- 

ert, for thi'; ctian^c ami rviroat of Ccstiu^; \\luili, if Josoi Inis had biiti luav 

a Cliristian, lie* n)i;::}il jindjaMy have fakvii in-iia* t/f aUo ; nml that is, the affuniini; 
the Jcvvis/i Chri>liari'i in the city an <»(){ ortunify of calling' to tniml tlie jiredioioii 
ami camion frUcu them hy (’hrist al ont thirty-throo years and n lialf hcldiv, tlot 
“ when they should seethe ah«»ininalioii ot de-olation,” jilii* idolalioiiv Jtoinau ‘'H- 
mit'S with the irnai^-s of tl.'eir idyl> in tl.elr er.'i;^iis, ri.ady to lay nisah ni 
JateP, *• stiml where it ou;,djt lU't ” or “in the holy ]dare or, “ when tl>ey sIiouM 
'•ee Jerijsa'em coinpassed with aiini.-a,” tliev should then “ liee to the nioiinlains. 
r>y tomjilyln" with wl.h): t)5i;-e u i .n ( hristiar.s fl. d to the nioui. tains nf IVrr.i, 
and escapv d tins destruction. S e I.jt. \<roni}d. of Ih'ojih, |»j>. (r?, 70. Nor was 
there, j.iihaps, ai' v one instance a more iinpolitir, hut more firovideiuial condiat 
than thi> retreat * t* O'.tins visiliU tiiiri.*.;; this whole '■n; 4 e of Jerusalem ; wliicb vU 
was provrdenti.dly such a ‘‘ great trihu! .lion, as had no?, been from the beginninj; 
lli 2 world to that time ; no, nor t vtr slrouUI be.” Ibid. pp. 70, 71 
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ficully that they got to Gabao, their former camp, and that not 
w ithout the loss of a great part of their baggage. There it was 
that Ccstiiis staid two days, and was in gmat distress to know 
what he should do in these circumstances; but when, on the 
third day, he saw a still much greater number of enemies, and 
all the parts round about him full of Jews, he understood that 
!iis delay was to his own detriment, and that if he stayed any 
longer there, he should have still more enemies upon him. 

8. That therefore he might fly the faster, he gave orders to 
cast away what might hinder his army’s march, so they killed 
the mules, and other creatures, excepting those that carried their 
darts, and machines, w hich tlu^y retained for their own use, and 
this principally because they were afraid lest the Jews should 
seize upon them. I Ic then made his army march on as far as 
Beth-lioron. Now the Jews did not so much press upon them 
when they were in large open places, but when they were 
penned up in their descent through narrow passages, then did 
some of tliem get before, and hindered them from getting out 
of tlimn, and others of them thrust the hindermost down into the 
lower places, and tlie w hole multitude extended themselves over 
againsl the neck of the passage, and covered the Homan army 
with their darts. In wliieh eirciiinstances, as the footmen knew 
not how to defend tlieinselves, so the danger pressed the horse- 
men still more, lor they were so pelted, that they could not 
march along the road in tlieir ranks, and the ascents were so high, 
that the cavalry were not able to march against the enemy; the 
precipices also, and valleys into wliich they iVequently fell, and 
tumbled down, were such on each side ol’them, that there w’ere 
neither ])lacc for their flight, nor any contrivance could be 
thought of for their defence ; till the distress they were at last 
ill was so grcail, that they betook tluuiselvcs to lamentations, 
and lc» such moiirnlul cries, as men use in the utmost despair; 
tlu* joyhd acclamations of the Jews also, as tliey encouraged one 
another, eehoed tlu* somuls back again, these last composing a 
noise of those that at once, rejoiced, ami were in a rage. Indeed, 
things were come to such a pass, that the Jews had almost taken 
Ccsiius’ entile army j)ris<iners, had not the night come on, when 
the Uoinans lied to rioth-horon, and the Jews seized u])on all tlie 
places round about tlieui, ami watched for their coining out [in 
the morning.] 

9. And llicn it w’as that Ccstius, despairing of i>btaining room 
lor a public marcli, coutnxed how' he might best runaway; and 
wlh ii he had selected four hundred of the most courageous of his 
soldiers, he plaei'd them at the strongest of their foriiticalions, 
•'Old gave order, that wlu'U they want up to the morning guard, 
•Ih v should erect their cm/gii:, that the Jews might be made to 
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believe that the entire army was there still, while he himself 
took the rest of his forces with him, anti inarclietl, without any 
noise, thirty furlongs. But when the Jews perceived, in tlie, 
morning, that the camp w'as empty, they ran upon those four 
hundred who had deluded them, and immediately threw their 
darts at them, and slew them, and they pursued after Cestius. 
But he had already made use of a great part of the night in his 
ilight, and still marched cjuicker when it was day. Insomuch 
that the soldiers, through the astonishment and fear they were 
in, left behind them their engines for sieges, and for throwing 
of stones, and a great j)art of the instruments of war. ^\) the 
Jews went on pursuing the Romans as I’ar as Antipatris, after 
which, seeing they could not overtake them, they came back, 
and took the engines, and s})oileil the dead bodies, and gatberiiur 
their prey together, which the Romans had left behiiul them, 
came back lunning and singing to their nietro})olis. \\ 'hile 
they bad themselves lost a lew only, but had slain of the Ko- 
mans live thousand and three hmulreil footmen, and three huiid- 
red and eighty horsemen. This defeat happened on the eighth 
day of the month Dius, [Marhesvan,] in the twelfth year of 
the reign of Nero. 


CHAP. XX. 

Cestiufi scjuls amhas:>a(Ior$ to Xcro, 'Fhc j^roplc of Damascus 
slay t/iusr , fries that livrd leit/i them, T/ir prujdr of Jrru- 
Salem, after they had [left ojf] pursa/ai^ (\'stii/s, return to the 
city, and gc/ thuo^s readiy for its dtfenre, and moh e a p^reuf 
many iirnerals for their armies, and partiadurly Josejdnis^ the 
Xi riter of these bo(fks. Some aec(junt (f his adminibtratiofu 

§ 1. iVr'riJi this calamity had bef'alK'n Cestius, many of tlic 

most eminent of the Jews bwam a wav li’om the city, as from a 
ship when it was going to sink ; Coslobariis, therefore, and Siml, 
u lu) were brethren, together w ilh Philip, the son of Jaciiniis, 
who was the commander of king Agiippa’s loree<, ran away 
from the city, and went to Ce.'>tius. But tlien how Antijms, who 
had been besieged with them in the king’s j)alace, would not 
fly away with tiiem, wa'> alu-rwards slain by the seditions, we 
shall relate hereafter, }ltove\ei, C’estius sent Said and his 
friends, at their own desire, to /vchaia, to Nero, to inform him 
of’ the great d ^ti*e>s tlu:y were iij, and to lay the* blame of 
tla ir kindling the war npo/i as lioping to alleviate his 

O'.vn dang(‘r, by pro\<?king his indignation against Plorus. 

2. In the naanliiiK, tin jU‘ople of Damascus, when they 
were irdbuned of the destruction of the Romans, set about the 
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sliuigliter ol‘ those Jews that were among them ; and as they had 
them already cooped up together in the })lace of public exercises, 
which they had done out of the suspicion they had of them, 
they thought they should meet with no difhculiy in the attempt; 
yet did they distrust their own wives, who were almost all 
of them addicted to the Jewish religion; on wliich account it 
was, that their greatest concern was, how they might conceal 
these things from them ; so they came u])on the Jews, and cut 
their throats, as being in a narrow place, in number ten thou- 
sand, and all of them unarmed, and this in one hour’s time, 
without any body to disturb them. 

3. But as to those w ho had pursued after Cestius, when they 
were returned back to Jerusidem, they overbore some oi* those 
that favoured the Romans by violence, and some they persuad- 
ed [by entreaties] to join with them, and got together in great 
numbers in the temple, and appointed a great many generals for 
the war; * Jose])h also the son of Clorion, and Ananus the high 
priest, w'tire chosen as governors of all allairs within the city, 
and with a particular charge to repair the walls of the city; for 
they did not ordain Kleazer the son of Simon to that oilicc, al- 
tlunigh he had gotten into his possession tluj prey they had taken 
from lh“. Romans, and the money they hail taken from Cestius, 
together with a great part of the pul)lic treasures, because they 
saw^ he was of a tyrannical temj)er, and that his followers were, 
in their behaviour, like guards about him. However, the want 
they were in of Kleazar’s money, and the subtle tricks used by 
him, brought all so about, that the people were circumvented, 
and submitted themselves to his authority in all jmblic allairs. 

4. I'hey also chose other generals for Idumea, Jesus, tlu' son 
of JSepphias, one of the high priests, and Kleazar, the son of 
Ananias, the high priest; they also enjoined Kiger, the then 
governor of -(- Idumea, who was of a family that belonged to 
Perea, beyoiul Jordan, and was thence called the that he 
should be obedient to those forenamed commanders. Nor did 
they neglect the care of other parts of the country, but Joseph 
the son of JShnon, was sent as a general to Jericho, as was Ma- 

• From tliis n;mu? of Josoph tlu* '■on of Ciorion, or (Morion tlie son of Jo^opli, as 
IJ, 1\. cli. ill. M'l't. vol. I \', (MU' of the go%cMiotN of Jerusalem, ^\liO waN siaiii at 
tin* hejii mtinjx of tlic tmmilts liy the zealots, H. IV. eh. \i. sect. I. tin* imuh l.iter 
Jewish author of u lii-.toi v of that nation iakes his title, ami yet prrsvmaTe> t'nr true 
tli'sephus, tht son ot >Matthius ; but tlje iheat in loo ^ross to la* put iipuii the hain- 
i‘d wnrhl. 

t We may observe bere, that the Idumcnn*^, as havin}^ been pnvelytes of j^^tiec 
siiiee the diixs of Joim Hyic.ums, ilurin;T .-ibout lO." years, were now evtei-med .is p.iri 
‘>1 ilie Jewl^ll nation, ami wire pro\iiliil with a Jewish cotmnaiukr acconliti^ly. Se»i 
ilic note upon Antiij. U, Kill. ch. i\. .»eet. 1. ve*I. 11, 
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nasseli to Perea, and John, the Essene, to the toparchy of Thama- 
na ; Lydda was also added to liis portion, and Joppa, and Kn^ 
mans. But John, the son of Matthias, was made governor of 
the toparchies of Gophnilica, and Acmbattcnc, as was Josephus, 
the son of Matthias, of botli the Galilees. Gamala also, which 
w’as the strongest city in those parts, was jnit under his com- 
niand. 

5. So every one of the other commanders administered tlie af- 
fairs of his portion with that alacrity and ])riidcnce they Were 
masters of; but as to Josephus, when he came into Galilee, liis 
first care was to gain the good-will of the people of that country, 
as sensible that he should tliereby have in general good success, 
although he should fail in other points. And being eonscioiis to 
liiinsclf tliat if he communicated part of his power to tlie greiit 
men, he should make tlieiii his fast iricaids ; and that he should 
gain the same favour from the multitude, if lie executed Ids 
conunaiids by persons (d’ their ow'n country, and with wliom 
they were well ae(|uainled ; he chose out * ^ evenly of the most 
prudent men, and those elders in age, cuul ap|)uinled them lobe 
rulers of all Galilee, as he chose sevt ii judges in oveiy city (u 
hear the K'sser (juarrels ; ibr as to (lie gn ater causes, and tlio.-c 
wherein lile and death were coiieenud, lie tnjoined they sliould 
be brought to him, and the seventy i Iders. 

6. Josephus also, when he had settled these rules for delerniiu- 
ing causes by the law, with regard to the ]>eo|)k‘’s dealings one 
with another, betook liiiuseli'lo make jirovi^ions for ilu ir suf tv 
against external violence; and as he knew the Uuinans would 

* W'q see Ijore, and iii J('‘'i|)liiis’ aecoiinf of 1»I*» uv^Tl 1 Tt‘, Met. I I. vol. 111. Irw 
€*xac’tly lie indtiiltd Ills >>., or jiili.-ijis orly d w h.it lu* tci k to lo 

his poi pjtiial ’aw. in apj «» m ii icsst r jinljfvs, tor sinailir injaitui:- 

Jar cities, and pfilj;--!*; ti r lJj'j fust hear ji}; of j:u*atir e.mses, wnli t]iv lihiity ol an 
appeal to bt'M f ty- v no ■ uj ri.n o jud^i •s, e- pociaii) in th<M‘ e:nni s w lu ro I: To .w d (!• ,iili 
wore eonconitd ; a'. Ai.Oij. ]\. di. xiii. sect. I t. vol. 1. am! ()f!iis I.ile, s((t. M. 
See alHJOflhi* War, U. 1 \\ di. ‘let. L vol. I \’. Mi roovor v\o lind, siet. 7. il at 
he imitated Moses, as vveil liio Itonuuis ilio nonilior and ili lriliuiiuii < t tl;c 
subaltoni oilioer> ol Ms aJtny, as K\cw|. iviij. 'j’,. Douf. i. 1.7. am! in liis rk/ri^L* 
against the oliuiois conunmi an ong M.ldiii-, -is Dmt. x\iii. U. in all wliiih he sla"- 
C<1 !)is great vvi:.dciTU, aial jnetv, and k’IuIiuI in iiinitini airairs. Yet n :iy 

we discern in his very higli charaoior of Ai.anus liie high piitst, 1!. I eh* v. mO. 
e. who sctins to lia'vo Im u the s;inu‘ w1j(» comiut It d St. Jai! ev, Hivliop < f .Im 
lorn, to he stoned, under .MMnns the pioonrator, iliat whin l.o wrote* theso Inks 
Of the W ar, he was iwt *^0 n udi vs an Ll>i« nite ( hrislian ; otherwise he wculil nd 
have failed, acceirding to his o t.;d Cieton^, to have reikor.ed that his harin’''*’ 
murder, as u jusl jaini- lu.m: i.j n hm for that h!^ multy to the dihf, «r m'dr 
only Christian liisl ( p < f ihe « .’curr • n'oh. \or had lie heen then a t h/isl '"'f 
could he irnmetiiaieiy have so ir.ovingly of tJ.e causes of the* di-stmcti^i” 

Jerusalem, wilh« .t ofie* wend of eitlu r the i ondm.s atic tt <'f Jaiuv s, or iruciliMO* 

< f Christ, as Ite d.d when he was btci'n; a Christian oltcrward. 
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fell upon Galilee, lie built walls in proper places about Jatapata 
and Barsabcc, and Sclamis ; and besides tliese about Capliarec- 
elio, anil Japha, and Sigo, and what tlicy call Mount Tabor; and 
Tariclica.', and Tiberias. Moreover, he built walls about the 
eaves ne*'ir the lake of Gennesar, which ])Iaces lay in the Lower 
Galilee; tlic same he did to the places of Upper Galilee, as well 
as to the rock ca lled the. Rock of the Achcihnri^ and to Seph, and 
Jamneh, and Mcrotli; and in Gaulanitis he fortified Seleucia, and 
♦Sogane, and Gamala ; but as to those of Sejiphoris, they were 
the only peojile to w’hom lie gave leave to build their own walls, 
and this because' he jicrceived they were rich and wealthy, and 
ready to go to w ar, w ilhout standing in need of any injunctions 
for that purpose. The case was the same witli Gischala, which 
had a wall built about it by John the son of Levi himself, but 
with the consent of Joscj)hus; but for the building of the rest 
of the ibrtresses, he laboured together w ith all the other build- 
ers, and was jircsent to give all the necessary orders for that 
]mri)osG. lie also got together an army out of Galilee, of more 
than a hundred thousand young men, all of which lie armed 
with the old weapons, w hicli he had collected together, and pre- 
pared foj* them. 

7. And when he had considered tliat the Uoinan pow'cr became 
invincible, chielly by tlieir readiness in obeying orders, and the 
constant exercise of their arms, he dcs[)aired ot teaching these 
his men the use of their arms, w hicli w as to be obtained by ex- 
jicrieiici', but olrserving that their readiness in obeying orders, 
was (v.ving to the mnltitude of their oliicers, he made his parti- 
tions i i his army more after the Roman manner, and appointed 
a great many subalterns. He also ilistriliiited the soldiers into 
vai'ious elasses, w hom he put under captains of tens, and captains 
of hundreds, and then niider caj)tains of thousands ; and besides 
thi’se lie had commaiiilers of large bodies of men. lie also taught 
tliein to give the signals one to another, and to call and recall the 
soldieis by the trumpets, how' to expand the wings of an armv, 
and make them w heel about, and w hen one w ing hath had suc- 
cess, to tarn again and assist those that were hard set, and to join 
in the del’ence of wliat had most sullered. lie also coiuinnallv 
instructed them in w hat concerned the courage of the soul, and 
the hardiness of the body; and above all he exercised them lor 
war, l)y declaring to them di?)!!!!!'!!}' the good order of the Ro- 
mans, and that tiny were to fight with men who, both by the 
strengtli of their bodies, and courage of lln ir souls, had' con- 
ijiiered, in a manner, the whole liabitable earth. He told llicm 
that he should make trial of the good order they would olverve 
in war, even b.eforc it came to the battle, in case they would 
abstain from the crimes liny used to iiuUilge themselves in, such 
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as theft, and robbery, and rapine, and from defrauding tlioir 
€)wn countrymen, a!id never to esteem the harm done to those 
that were so near of kin to them, to be any advantage to Uieni- 
selves ; for that wars are then managed the best when the war- 
riors preserve a good conscience ; but tliat such as are ill uku 
in private life, will not only have those for enemies who at . 
Uick them, but God himself also for their antagonist. 

8. And thus did he continue to admonisli them. Now he chose 
for the W'ar such an army as was sunicient, i, i\ sixty thousand 
footmen, and * tw^o hundred and fifty horsemen : and besides 
these, on wliich he put the greatest trust, there wore about four 
thousand five hundred mercenaries; heJiad also six hundred men 
as guards of his body. Now' the cities easily maintained the rest 
of his army, excepting the mercenaries, for every one of the ci- 
ties enumerated above, sent out half their men to the army, and 
retained the other half at liome, in order to get provisions lor 
them ; insomuch that the one part went to tlie war, and tlie 
other part to their work, and so those that sent ont their corn 
w'ere paid for it by those that w'ere in arms, by that seemitv 
which they enjoyed from them. 


CHAP. XXL 

Concerning John of Ghchala. Josephus uses strofagems uguinsf 
the plots John laid against him ; and recorers certain cities 
\sohich had revolted J'rom him, 

§ 1. ^ ow’ as Josephus was tlius engaged in tlic administra- 

tion of the aftairs of Chdilee, there arose a li eaeherous poison, 
a man of Ch’schala, the son of Levi, whose name w as John. 
His character was that of a very cunning, and very knavisli 
person, beyond the ordinary rate ot* the other men (d emi- 
nence there, and for wicked praetiees lie had not his fellow any 
where. Poor he was at first, and for a longtime liis wants were 
a hinderaiicc to him, in his wicked designs. Me was a n a !\ 
liar, and yet very sharp in gaining credit to his fic tions , li * 
thought it a point of virtue to delude people, and would doludo 
even such as were the dearest to him. lie was a liyjuxrilical 
pretender to humanity, hut where he had hoja^s of gain, lie 
spared not the .shedding ol Mood : his desires were ever carried to 
great things, and lie ('iicouri ged his liopes troin those mean wi( k- 
t*d tricks which he was the author of. He had a peculiar knack 

• I Rbould think that rin army of O’C ■) footmen shoiiM require many more tli-ni 
SJO horsetncri ; and we finl hail n.ore liorM.iiien umivr his cun nnnwl dijn 

ho future lifstory. I r’lpjmt the number ul the llkuusaiulb is dK'n[ii(l in nur 
f>ri*si*ni fojiici. 
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at thieving ; but in some time lie got certain companions in his 
impudent practices ; at first they were but few, but as he pro- 
ceeded on in his evil course, they became still more and more 
immerous, lie took care that none of his partners should be 
easily caught in their rogueries, but chose such out of the rest 
as had the strongest constitutions of body, and the greatest cou- 
rage of soul, together with great skill in martial affairs ; so he 
got together a band of four hundred men, who came principally 
out of the country of Tyre, and were vagabonds that had run 
away from its villages; and by the means of these he laid waste 
all Galilee, and irritated a considerable number, who were in 
great expectation of a war then suddenly to rise among them, 

2. However, John’s want of money had hitherto restrained him 
in his ambition after command, and in his attempts to advance 
himself. But when he saw that Josephus was liighly pleased 
with the activity of his temper, he jiersuadcd liim, in the first 
place, to intrust him with the repairing of the walls of his na- 
tive city [Gischala,] in M'hich work he got a great deal of mo- 
ney from the rich citizens. I le after that contrived a very 
shrewd trick, and pretending that the Jews who dwelt in Syria 
were obliged to make use of oil that was made by others than 
those of their own nation, he desired leave of Josephus to send 
oil to their borders: so he bought four amphorie with such Ty- 
rian money as was of the value of four Attic draclmnc, and 
sold every half amphorie at the same piicc. And as Galilee 
was very fruitlid in oil, and was jieculiarly so at that time, by 
sending away great ({uantities, and having the sole privilege so 
to do, he gathered an immense sum of money together, wliich 
money he immediately used to the disadvantage of him wlio gave 
him that ])rivilege. And, as he supposed, that if he could once 
overthrow Josephus, he shouki himself obtain the government of 
GaliitH?, so he gave orders to the robbers that were under his 
command, to be more zealous in iheir thievish expeditions, that 
hy the rise of many that desired innovations in the country, he 
might cither catch their general in his snares, as he came to the 
country’s assistance, and then kill him ; or if he shouki overlook 
the robbers, be might accuse him for his negligence to tlie peo- 
ple ol the country. He al.^o spread abroad a report far and near, 
diat Josephus was delivering up the administration of aflhirs 
to the Kipuans : and many such plots did he lav, in order to 
ruin him. 

3. Now at the same time that certain young men of the vil- 
Dabaritla, who kept guard in the great plain, laid snares 

UM' Ptolemy, who was Agrippa’s and Bernice’s stewaril, and took 
h’um him all that he had witli him, among \vliich things tliere 
'vere a great many costly garments, xind no small number of sil- 
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vcr cups, and six luindred pieces of gold, yet were they not able 
to conceal ^vhat they had stolen, but brought it all to Josephus, 
to TaricheiP. Hereupon l)e blamed them for llie violence they 
had ofiered to tl)e king and cjiiecn, and deposited what they 
brought to liini with Eneas, the most })otent man of Tarichea', 
with an intention of sending the things back to the owners at a 
j)roper time; which act of Josephus’ brought him into thegrealest 
ilanger; for those that had stolen the things, had an indignation 
at him, both because tluy gained no share of it for themseives, 
and l)ecause tliey perceived l)elbrehand what was Josephus’ in^ 
tcjiticui, and tliat he wouhl freely deliver iij) what had cost tlaan 
so much pains to the king and (]neen. J'hese ran away hy night 
to their several villages, and declared to all men that .loseplujs 
was going to betray them : they als.o raised great disorders in all 
the iieighboui ing cities, insoimieh that in the morning a Inin- 
dred tliousand armed men t ame running together ; whieli imilti- 
tiide was crowded together in the hipjuKlroine at 'larielieae, and 
made a very peevish clamour against him ; while some cried 
out, That ‘Mliey should depose tlie traitor;” and (ithers, That 
‘‘ they sl'.onld bairn him.” Now John irritated a great inanv, 
as did also (.r.e Jesus tlie son cX Snj^phias, v.ho was then go 
venior of 'riberijis. Tlu n it was that .loseplius’ friends, and 
the guards (d‘ his luuly, v.tri- so alfrighted at this vioh-nt assanlt 
of the mullitr.de. that liny all lied away but foiii ; ami as lie 
was aslec}), they awaked him. as the peopde were going to .s( i 
fire to the hoUM*. And altlnmgh tlajM* four that remaimd with 
liiin persuaded him to run away, he was neillier stnprised at 
Ids being him-'clf desertv d, ma* ;it the gt'cat imiltitmie that eaji;e 
agjiiiist him, but leaped out to them with his clothes leul, aia' 
ashes sju’inkled on his Isead, with his hands iu-hiiul him, and his 
sword hanging at his iieek. At this sight his iViends, esjiecially 
those of Tari<dieie, commiseratetl his condition; hut those that 
came out of tlie eounlry, and those in liieir iieighbourlioed, to 
horn his government seeiiK-d bni deusome, i t proaelud him, and 
1)1(1 Idin produn.* the money which b('i<»nged to them all iimne- 
diately, and to (a>nre>s the agreeim nt he had made to hrtray 
them; Ibr they imagimd iVom the habit in wliich lie aj)peand, 
that be would deny nothing of wbat liny suspected coneenniig 
idm, and that it was In eider to obtain pardon, that he liad }'nt 
JiimscH entirciy inlo so pit''iblea postiue. But this humhlc aj’- 
jiLaii’.nce was onlv de-.igm d a ] .n^jiaratory to a strattsgem ol hiN 
V ho the reby contrived to i those tliat were so angry at liini 
at vai ianee one with jijx/IIh is about the things they were anep' 
at. Uowi vi-r, lit' I r(5Tnis(d iie weadd confess all: hereupon Jh* 
was permitted to .-'jaak. when he said, I did neither intend fn 
“ send this moiuy Uak to Agrippa, nor to gain it mysell; lot 
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I (lid never esteem one that was your enemy to be my friend, 

“ nor did I look upon what would tend to your disadvantage, to 
‘‘ be my advantage. But, () you people of Taricliea', I saw 
that your city st(K)d in more need than others of fortifications 
‘‘ for your security, and that it wanted money in order for the 
building it a wall. 1 was also alraid lest tlie })cople of Tibe- 
rias and otlier cities should lay a plot to seize upon tliese spoils, 
and therefoie it was that I intended to retain tins money pri- 
vately, that i might encoinjaiss you with a wall. But if this 
does not please you, 1 will produce what was brought me, 
and leave it to you to })limder it ; but if I have conducted 
myself St) well as to please you, you may if you please punisli 
your benefactor.” 

*4. I Iereu;u>n the jieople of Tarichem loudly commended him, 
but those of Tiberias, with tlie rest of the company, gave him 
hard names, and threatened what they would do to liim ; so both 
sides left olf (juarrelling with Jose])hus, and jell on quarrelling 
with one another. So he grew bold upon the d(‘})endenco he had 
on his iViends, which were the people of Tarich('a‘, and about 
forty thousand in number, and spoke more lieely to the whole 
muftitude, and reproached them grtatly for their rashness, and 
told them, That with this moiuy he would build walls about 
Taricliere and would j)ut the other eilies in a state of seen- 
rity also; for that tliey shouhl not want money, if they wonld 
‘‘ but agree Ibr whose benefit it was to be proc ured, and would 
“ not suffer themselves to be irritated against him wlio ))rocured 
it for them.” 

5. Hereupon the rest of the multitude that had been deluded 
relired; but yet so tlial they went away angry, and two tliou- 
sand of lliem made an assault upon liim in their armour; and as 
he was already gone to his o^^n house, they stood without and 
threatened him. On which occasion Jose})hus again used a second 
stratagem to escape them; for he got upon tlie lop of his house, 
and with his right hand desired them to be silent, and said to tlu in, 
“ I cannot tell what you would have, r.or can hear what you say, 
‘‘ iiir the confused noise you make: but hesriid, ibal he would coni- 
|)ly with all their demands, in case they would but send some 
ot tlit.'ir number in to liim that miglit talk with him about it.” 
And when llu: principal of them, with their leaders, laard this, 
they came into the house. I ii* then drew tin in to the ir.ost 
retired part ol the lioux*, and shut the door of llial liall re ho 
put them, ami then had them wliippacl till e very or.e of their in- 
wartl parts iqijieared naked. In the meantime the multitude 
slood round the house, and supposed that hi* had i\ long disciUirse 
with those that wen* gone in, about \Nhat tiuy clainu'd of him. 
Uc had then the doors set jopen immediately; ami seiU ll»e m.eu 
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out all bloody, which sp terribly allrightcd those that had before 
threatened him, tluit they threw* away their arms and ran away. 

6. But as for John, his envy grew* greater Cupon this escape 
of Josephus,] aiftl he i’ranied a new plot against him; he pre- 
tended to be sirk, and by a letter desired that Josephus would 
give liini leave to use the hot baths lliat were at Tiberias, for 
the recovery of his. health. Hereupon Josephus, who hitherto 
suspected nothing of John’s plots against him, wrote to the go- 
vernors of the city, that they would provide a lodging and 
necessaries for John ; w’hich favours, when he had inacie use 
of, ill two days’ time he did wdiat he came about ; some he cor- 
rupted w ith delusive frauds, and others w ith money, and so per- 
suaded them to revolt from Josephus. This Silas, who was ap- 
pointed guai'dian of llie city by Joseplius, wrote to liim imme- 
diately, and informed liiin of the plot against liiin ; which epistle 
when Josephus had received, he marched with great diligence 
all night, and came early in the morning to Tiberias; at which 
time tlio rest of tlic multitude met him. But John, who siis- 


})ected that coming w as not lor his ailvantage, sent however one 
of his friends, and jiretemled that he was sick, and that being 
coniined to his bed he coulil not come to pay him his respects. 
But as soon as Joseplius liad got the people of Tiberias to- 
gether ill the kStadiuin, and tried to discourse with them 
about the letters that he had receivetl, John privately sent 
some armed men, and gave them orders to slay him. But 
when the pco])lo saw that the armed men were about to draw 
their swords, they cried out, at which cry Josejihus turned liiin- 
sclf about, and w hen he saw' that the sw'oids were just at liis 
throat, he marched away in great liaste to the sea shore, iuul lelt 
off that sjicech w hicli he w as going to make to the people, upon 
an elevation of six cubits high. IJc then seized on a ship which 
lay in the haven, and lea{)cd into it, with two of his guards, and 
/led away into the iniilht of the lake. 

7. But lunv the soldiers he had with liiin took up tlieir arms 
immediately, and marched against the plotters : but Jose))hus 
was afraid lest a civil war should be raised by the envy of a Icav 
men, and bring the city to ruin ; so he sent some of his party to 
tell them, that they sliould do no more than provide for their ow n 
safety, that they should not kill xiny body, nor accuse any for the 
occasion tliey had afibrdetl j (>f a chsorder.] Accordingly ihtsc 
men obeyed Jiis ortlers, ami w ere <jniet ; but the people of the 
neighbouring enmitry, wbeii they were informed of this plot, 


aiid of the plotter, they gut Ujgeilier in great multitudes to oji- 
pose John. But he pre.ventetf Dieir nttem])t, and fled away to 
Oiscliala, his native c ity, uJiile tlic GaliJeans came running out 
of their several cities to Josy^lyitfc^^ w4jre now become 
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many ten thousands of armed men, they cried out that they were 
come against John tlie coiiinmn plotter against their interest, and 
would at the same time burn him, and that city which had receiv- 
ed him. Hereupon Josephus told them that he took their good- 
will to him kindly, but still he restrained their fury, and intend- 
ed to subdue his enemies by prudent conduct, rather than by 
slaying them ; so lie excepted those of every city wliich liad join- 
ed in this revolt with John, by name, who luul readily been 
showed him by these that came from every city, and caused pub- 
lic proclamation to be made, thqjffhe w^ould seize upon the effects 
of those that did not forsake John within five days’ time, and would 
burn both their houses and their families with lire. Whereujion 
three thousand of John’s party left him immediately, who came 
to Josephus, and threw their arms <lown at liis feet. John then 
betook himself, together with his two thousand Syrian runa- 
gates, from ojieii attempts, to more secret ways of treachery. 
Accordingly he privately sent messengers to Jenisalcin, to accuse 
Josephus, as having too great power, and to let them know that 
he would soon come, as a tyrant, to tlieir metropolis, unless 
they prevented him. This accusation the jieople were aware of 
betbrehuiui, but had no regard to it. However, some of tlie 
grandees, out of envy, and some of the rulers also, sent money to 
John privately, that lie might be able to get together mercenary 
soldiers, in order to fight josojihns ; they also made a decree of 
themselves, and this fiir recalling him from his government, yet 
did they not think that decree snllicient : so they sent withal two 
thousand five hundred armed men, aiul four ])ersons of the high- 
est ran)* amongst them; Joazar, the son of Nomicus, and Ana- 
nias the son of JSadduk, as also JSimon and Judas, the sous of Jona- 
than, all very able men in sjieaking, that these persons might 
withdraw the good-will of the people from Josephus. These 
had it ill cliarge it’ he would voluntarily come away, they should 
permit him to [come and! give an account of his conduct, but if 
lie obstinately insisted upon bis continuing in bis government, 
they should treat him as an enemy. Now Josephus’ friends liad 
sent him word that an army was coming agaiiiNt him, but they 
«:>;ave no notice bcforehaiul what the reason of their corning wa'^, 
that being only known among some secret councils of liis ene- 
mies ; and by tins means it was that four cities revolteil from 
him imipediately, Sepphoris, and Gainala, and Gischala, and 
lilierias. \et did he recover these cities without war, and 
when he had routed those four C( nuiianders by stratagems, and 
luul taken the most potent of their warriors, he sent them to Je- 
rusalem ; and the people [of Galilee^ luul great indignation at 
tlieni, and were in a zealous chsposition to slay, not only these 
lorces, but those that sent them also, liad not these forces pre- 
vcMiid it by running away. 
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8. Now John \vas detained afterward wlllnii tlie walls of 
Gischaln, by the fear he was in of Josephus ; but within a ft w 
days Tiberias revolted again, the people within it inviting king 
Agrippa [to return to the exercise of his authority there.] And 
w'hen he did not coiuc at the time appointed ; and when a fcw 
Homan horseincji appeared that day, they expelled Josephus out 
of tlie city. Now this revolt of theirs was })reseiitly known at 
Tarichem, and as Josephus had sent out all the soldiers that 
W'ere with him to gather corn, he knew not how either to march 
out alone against the revolters, or to stay where he was, because 
he was afraid the king’s soldiers might prevent liiin if he tar- 
ried, and might get into the city: for he did not intend to do 
any thing on the next day, because it was the sabbath day, aiul 
would liinder his proceeding. So he contrived to circumvent 
the revolters by a stratagem; and in the first ])lace he ordered 
the gates of Tariclit'm to be shut, that nobody might go out and 
inform [those of Tiberias,] for whom it was intended, what 
stratagem he was about : he then got together all the ships that 
were upon the lake, which were found to be two luindred and 
thirty, and in each of them lie put no more than four mariners. 
8o he sailed to Tiberias with hastex and kept at such a ilistancc 
from the city, that it was not easy for the people io see the ves- 
sels, and ordered that th(;em])ty vessels should float u}) and down 
there, while himself, who had but seven of his guards w ith him, 
smd those unarmed also, went so near as to be seen; but when 
liis adversaries, who were still reproaching him, saw him from 
tlie walls, they were so astonished that they siippo^etl ail the. 
ships wxM’e full of armed men, and threw' down their arms, anil 
by signals of interces>ion they besought him to spare the eity. 

9. IJjion tliis Jost'phns threatened them tiriibly, and rejiroaeli- 
ed them, that w lien tliey were the fir5t tliat took up arms agaii^t 
the Romans, they should spend their force belbrehand in civil 
dissensions, anri do w hat their enemies desired above all tilings ; 
and that besides they should endeavour so hastily to seize 
liim w ho took care of their salety, and had not been aslnmud to 
shut the irates of their eitv ajxainst him that l)uilt tin ir walls; 
tliat, liowcvcr, he would admit of any inlercessors from tluia 
that miglit make some excuse for them, and with whom 
he would make such agreements as might bi' ll)r the city’s s(’- 
eiiviiy. lien upon ten of tiur moxt jiotent men of Tiberias caiiie 
down l(»lnm presently, ai.d whi n he luid taken them into one ol 
his vessels li * ordered them to be carried a great way oH horn 
the city. I It then commaiidt^d that filly others of their senate, 
sucli as were men of the gre*:. t st emin< ne<’, slnmld come to laai, 
that they als<# might give him some security on their heliail* 
After which, under one new pretence or another, be called loiti 
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others, one after another, to make the leagues between them. 
He then gave order to the masters of those vessels wliich lie had 
thus filled, to sail away immediately for TaricheiP, and to con- 
fine those men in the prison there; till at length betook all tiieir 
senate, consisting of six hundred persons, and about two thou- 
sand of the populace, and carried them away to Taricheae. 

10. And when the rest of the people cried out, that it was 
one Clitus that was the chief author of this revolt, they desired 
him to spend his anger upon him [only ;] but Josephus, whose in- 
tention it was to slay nobody, commanded one Levins, belonging 
to Ids guards, to go out of the vessel in order to cut off both 
Clitus’ hands ; yet was Levins afraid to go out by himself 
alone, to such a large body of enemies, and refused to go. Now 
Clitus saw that Josephus was in a great passion in the sldp, and 
ready to leap out of it, in order to execute the punishment him- 
self; he begged therefore from tlie shore, tlnit he would leave 
liiin one of his hands, which Josephus agreed to, upon condition 
that ho would himself cut off the other hand ; accordingly, he 
drew his sword, and with his right himd cut off his left, so great 
was the fear he was iji of Josephus himself. And thus he took 
the ])eoi)lc of Tiberias prisoners, and recovered the city again 
with empty ships * and seven of his guard. Moreover, a few 
days afterward he took Gischala, which had revolted with the 
people of Sepphoris, and gave his soldiers leave to plunder it ; 
yet did he get all the pluniler together, and restored it to the in- 
habitants, and the like he did to the iidiabitants of Sepphoris 
and Tiberias. For when he had subdued those cities, he had 
a mind, by letting them be plundered, to give them some good 
instruction, while at the same time he regained tlieir good-will, 
by restoring them their money again. 

CHAP. XXII. 

The Jcii\s make all readjf for the xvar. And Simon the son of 
Gioras falls to the plundering. 

§ I. i\Nr) thus were the disturbances of Galilee quieted, 
when, iip(»n their ceasing to prosecute their civil ilissen- 
sions, they betook themselves to make preparations lor the 
war v>ith the Uomaiis. Now in Jerusalem the higli priest 
Anaims, and as many of the men t)f junver as were not iii the in- 
lorestof the llomans, both rej)ah'ed the walls, and made a great 
many warlike instruments, insomuch that in all parts of the 

• I cinnol but tlilitk tlil'i of Josqilujy mIiu’Ii is n'latrd bo'li lu'ie nr<l 

"> hislilo, M‘cU 33. vol. 111. ti) be luio uf ihu lint’sl that ever was inNehteil luul 
ixocutfd by any warrior wtiali,ocvvr. 
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city darts and all sorts of armour were upon the anvil. AU 
though the multitude of the young men were engaged in exer- 
cises, without any regularity, and all places were full of tu- 
multuous doings ; but tlie moderate sort were exceedingly sad, 
and a great many there were who, out of the prospects they had 
of the calamities that were coming upon them, made great la- 
nj^isntations. There were also siicli omens observed as were un- 
derstood to be forerunners of evils, by such as loved peace, but 
were by those that kindled the war interpreted so as to suit their 
own inclinations ; and the very state of the city, even before the 
Homans came against it, was that of a place doomed to destruc- 
tion. However, Ananus* concern was this, to lay aside, for a 
while, the preparations for the war, and to persuade the seditious 
to consult their own interest, and to restrain the madness of those 
that had tlie name of zealots ; but their violence was too hard 
for him, and what end he came to we shall relate hereafter. 

2. But as for the Acrabbenne topareby, Simon, the son of 
Gioras, got a great number of those that were foiul of innova- 
tions together, and betook liimself to ravage the country ; nor 
did lie only harass the rich men’s houses, but tormented their 
bodies, and appeared openly and beforeliand to affect tyranny in 
his government. And when an army was sent against him by 
Ananus, and the other rulers, he ami his band retired to the 
robbers that were at Masada, and staid tlierc, and plundered the 
country of Idumea with them, till botli Ananus, and his other 
adversaries were slain, and until the rulers of that country werfe 
so afflicted mth the imdtitude of those that were slain, and with 
the continual ravage of what they had, that they raised an army, 
and put garrisons into the villages, to secure them from those 
insults; and in this state were the affairs of Judea at that time. 


END OF VOLCMF THIRD. 
















